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Volunteer Wire
June/2014
After the Storm!
Yellow Fever Season is finally over! I want to thank all of our volunteer staff for another busy spring season. We had many volunteers that put in many hours over the past two months. But don’t think that the fun is completely over! Summer school groups are now finishing up and this is the time when parents hit the road to visit the different National Park sites. We invite you to come out when you have time to do interpretive programs for the general public. In the past we have had volunteers come out and set up in the multi-purpose room and do medical presentations or set up and do common soldier presentations. Usually through the summer season we try to keep the Ray House open for tours each day from 10:00-4:00.  
Uniforms

Any volunteer that has not received a uniform shirt may come out, check in with me and get a shirt from the seasonal office.  Just a reminder, the purpose of the uniform is to represent the park and let visitors know that you are a part of the trained staff that will be there to assist them with their visit. Other National Park Service staff may not know who you are but will recognize you as a volunteer when you are in uniform. We receive many compliments about our volunteers in uniform dress and how nice our volunteers look! I will also order name tags for some of the volunteers that work directly with the public. If you have any questions about uniform dress policy, please refer to your handbook or contact me. Billie_Aschwege@nps.gov or phone: 417 732-2662 Extension 389. 
Signing up on the Board
I wanted to clear up some confusion about signing up on the board. Even though the school season has passed we will still welcome volunteers to come out and sign up to do the Ray House, Civil War Medicine, Front Desk work, etc. We have a great volunteer staff and we couldn’t do what we do without you. I have had some questions about when to sign up and how. Some volunteers have more time to come out then others. So addressing the board issues:  If you come out to sign up for the Ray House if you could put down the time that you will arrive and leave it will help to let the next volunteer decide their schedule. There is no rule that more than one person can be at the Ray House at one time. Some volunteers have personal preference on volunteering alone, rather than with someone else and that is fine too! But know that if 2 volunteers are at the house you can work together and rotate giving tours or one can do an outside talk on the porch and the other take them through the house. We have a lot of volunteers that split the day; one comes in the morning and one in the afternoon. Having two people at the house  We will try to have the Ray House open every day throughout the summer from 10:00am-4:00pm. If we do not have a volunteer scheduled then we will send a seasonal or permanent employee from the interpretive division up. We will be shorter staffed this year throughout the summer due to availability of staff and illness. Important: July 7th-26th is blocked off on the calendar for tours of the Ray House. Contractors will be roofing the Ray House beginning the 7th and probably will finish within 2 weeks but we have blocked out 3 weeks just in case. We are assuming that on weekends we will be able to give tours if the contractors clean up the site area on Fridays. So if you want to volunteer weekends during that 3 week block, call before you come out to make sure it will be available.
Thoughts and Prayers! 

I thought it would be nice to have a section to let everyone know about volunteers and staff that need well wishes.

· Melissa Hutson is at home and recuperating after major surgery. She is doing well and is due to be off for a while depending recovery time.

· David Haun volunteers on Mondays at the front desk and is recuperating after a knee replacement surgery. I talked with him this week and he is doing well and starting rehabilitation. David had this knee replacement done 2 years ago and he fell in the 1% of people that ended up having to replace the replacement. It went better than expected and they only had to fix part of the replacement.
· Phyllis Edwards is one of our interpretive volunteers and has been ill this year and has been unable to come out and interact with the public while under her doctors restrictions. We were happy to see her recently and hope she will be back in full swing soon. 
· George Dunakin has battled many health related issues over the past couple of years and we hope he is back on his feet and able to volunteer with us soon.
· John Walker is one of our interpretive volunteers and has battled major illness this year as well. 
· Tom Anglin is one of our interpretive volunteers and his son is battling cancer.

· Bruce Holopter is one of our interpretive volunteers and his wife has been ill over the past year. 

If you know of a volunteer that needs well wishes let me know and I will put them in the next volunteer wire for thoughts and prayers!
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Researcher asks about Volunteer Experience at Wilson’s Creek

Our own Emma Wilson is attending graduate school at the University of Missouri and is in town for the summer working on her master’s thesis about place attachment among volunteer educators at Wilson’s Creek. She is still seeking volunteers to speak with her about their time in the Volunteers in Parks program. If you are a regular volunteer who leads tours at the Ray House who has been working at the battlefield for more than one year and would like to participate in the study, you may contact her at the phone number or email listed below.

EJWV2C@MAIL.MISSOURI.EDU
417-827-7493

Frequently Asked Questions Corner!
Who is the director of the National Park Service?
Jonathan B. Jarvis
Learn more about past directors of the National Park Service.

What government agency oversees the National Park Service?
The National Park Service is a bureau of the Department of the Interior. Directly overseeing its operation is the Department's Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks.

How old is the national park system?
The National Park Service was created by an Act signed by President Woodrow Wilson on August 25, 1916. Yellowstone National Park was established by an Act signed by President Ulysses S. Grant on March 1, 1872, as the nation's first national park. View the national park system Timeline.

How many areas are there in the national park system?
The national park system comprises 401 areas covering more than 84 million acres in every state, the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. These areas include national parks, monuments, battlefields, military parks, historical parks, historic sites, lakeshores, seashores, recreation areas, scenic rivers and trails, and the White House. Learn more about national park designations. See the complete list of National Park Service sites and affiliated areas by type and number.

What is the largest/smallest national park site?
Largest - Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve, AK - 13.2 million acres
Smallest - Thaddeus Kosciuszko National Memorial, PA - 0.02 acres

Current information on acreage is also available.

How many employees are in the National Park Service?
Permanent, Temporary, and Seasonal - Approximately 22,000 diverse professionals
Volunteers in Parks - 221,000

How many people visit the national parks?
Total recreation visitors to the national parks in 2011: 278,939,216 

Visit the Public Use Statistics for more detailed information.

What is the National Park Service budget?
FY 2012 Enacted - $2.98 billion
FY 2013 Request - $2.99 billion

How do I obtain a park pass?
Visitors can obtain park passes by visiting their nearest park site. Most sites have passes available, however it is recommended to call a park prior to your visit. Learn more about the America the Beautiful - National Parks and Federal Recreation Lands Pass.

How do I make reservations for camping/lodging in national parks?
For campground reservations go here. Not all parks participate in this service; many campgrounds are first come, first served. For more information on specific camping and lodging services offered at the park(s) of your interest, please check their homepage by using our search feature.

What do I need to know about driving off road in national parks?
Before you head out, check with the national parks that you intend to visit. In many national parks, off-road driving is illegal. Where off-road driving is allowed, the National Park Service regulates it.

What are concessions?
There are more than 630 NPS concessionaires (in 128 different park units) which vary in size from small, family-owned businesses to national/international corporations. Concessionaires provide park visitors with lodging, transportation, food services, shops, and other services. Learn more about commercial services in the National Park Service.

What role did the National Park Service have in the Deepwater Horizon oil spill response?
The National Park Service was an integral part of the national federal response to the explosion of the Deepwater Horizon drilling rig which occurred in the Gulf of Mexico on April 20, 2010. Find more information about our role and how we will continue to protect your national parks.


What is the origin of the National Park Service arrowhead?
The arrowhead was authorized as the official National Park Service emblem by the Secretary of the Interior on July 20, 1951. The Sequoia tree and bison represent vegetation and wildlife, the mountains and water represent scenic and recreational values, and the arrowhead represents historical and archeological values. It was registered Feb. 9, 1965, by the U.S. Patent Office as the official emblem of the NPS. Further information on the Arrowhead, including definitions, uses, powers to revoke uses, and penalties for wrongful use can be found in Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations 11.1-4. 
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                                                             Upcoming Events!
August 10th 

153rd Battle Anniversary

Program at 2:00pm
@ Visitor Center

August 25th

Founders Day


Entrance Fees Waived at all National Parks!

September 13th
Moonlight Tour


(TBA)

September 27th
National Public Lands Day    (VIP Work Day)   Entrance Fees Waived!
December 13th 
Luminary Event

5:30pm-9:30pm
Tour Road Closed @ 12:00pm

Picture Page!

 Here are some recent pictures of volunteers and staff doing artillery at Top of the Rock!
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Enough with the Cannons! Everyone loves the Cannons!   Now Interpretation!
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Spirit of Lincoln Youth Leadership Academy
June 3 

 


Wilson's Creek National Battlefield Volunteer Wes Westcott talks to the Spirit of Lincoln Youth Leadership Academy youth at Bloody Hill about the Battle of Wilson's Creek.  This trip was made possible through the National Park Foundation's Ticket to Ride program. 
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Next Wire I want to see some ladies presenting living history so next wire we will have a ladies page.  I will work on my photography skills to make sure we include many pictures.  If any volunteer has pictures to share send them to me and I will see that we include them in our newsletters. 
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