Early Open/Late Close
What Is An Early Open Or A Late Close?

Occasionally photographers or even groups of people wish to enter White Sands NM prior to its normal opening time or stay beyond its normal closing time.  White Sands NM staff tries to accommodate each of these requests, but these requests rely heavily upon missile test schedule and staff availability.
Is There A Charge For Coming In Early Or Leaving Late?

Yes. In order to provide this service White Sands must pay its employees overtime to come in early or stay late.  Therefore, a flat rate of $50.00 an hour for each hour you wish to come in early or stay late is charged to any individual requesting this service.  

EXAMPLE


A photographer wishes to come in at 5:00AM to photograph sunrise, but White Sands NM doesn’t open to the public until 7:00AM. Pending a clear missile test schedule and the availability of White Sands staff the photographer will be charged a total of $100.00…$50.00 for each hour he wishes to come in early. 

(The same would work for someone wishing to stay past normal closing times)
How Do I Request An Early Open Or Late Close?

1. Anyone requesting an early open or late close must come into the monument the day before their opening/closing to pay their fees and complete a briefing.

2. In order to request an early open or late close you must contact one of the two people listed below. These two individuals ARE THE ONLY White Sands NM staff able to grant these requests. 

DO NOT CONTACT ANYONE ELSE REGUARDING THESE REQUESTS. CONTACTING OTHER STAFF MEMBERS MAY SLOW DOWN OR COMPLETELY PREVENT YOUR REQUEST FROM GOING THROUGH.
EARLY OPEN & LATE CLOSE CONTACTS:

Filming Coordinator: Kathy Denton
575-479-6124 ext 231








kathy_denton@nps.gov
Special Use Coordinator:  Erik Briske  575-479-6124 ext 222







erik_briske@nps.gov
