Volunteer Job Positions Available
Positions available year-round

Visitor Center Desk Assistant

This is a position for the VIP/SCA volunteers living at the park and for local volunteers with more than 1 year of volunteer experience at White Sands.   

Duties: Assists at information desk at park Visitor Center, answering questions about park resources, announcing the orientation video every 30 minutes, registering visitors for backcountry camping permits, taking reservations for the Lake Lucero tours, works with children on the Junior Ranger Program, giving directions, selling educational materials, operation of cash register and making change.  Answers mail information requests.  Wears volunteer uniform provided by park. Refer to SOP 90-13 and “Standards of Conduct”.
Physical Requirements:  Standing for long period of time.  This position can also be stressful when the park is busy.  Requires the ability to multi-task.  
Time Requirements:  no required time.  
Nature Center Assistant

This is a position for all volunteers.  

Duties:  Opens and operates the nature center, a building located in the Heart of the Dunes.  Answers visitor’s questions about the geology, plants and animals of White Sands National Monument.   Also become familiar with the educational material housed at the nature center in order to better answer visitor’s questions.  Assists in maintaining a clean and neat nature center by dusting the animals and sweeping the floors.  Closes the nature center when finished with shift.  Volunteer will maintain “Standards of Contact” when interacting with visitors.  
Physical Requirements: Standing for long periods of time.  

Time Requirements:  4 hours per week
Interpretative Ranger Assistant

This is a position for the VIP/SCA volunteers living at the park and for local volunteers who have volunteered at White Sands for more than one year.  

Duties: Researches, prepares, and presents various interpretive programs ranging in length from 15 minutes to one hour.  Programs include the Sunset Stroll Nature walk, patio talks, and evening programs. Could also be providing special programs to school groups about the geology, plants and animals of White Sands.  Volunteer will be required to submit a detailed outline of their programs for approval to the volunteer coordinator.  Volunteer will maintain “Standards of Conduct” when interacting with visitors
Physical Requirements:  Walking up to 2 miles on the sand dunes

Time Requirements:  Length of program 
Interpretive Roving of Trails
This is a position for all volunteers.  

Duties:  Volunteer will hike the trails (Dune Life Nature Trail, Interdune Boardwalk, and Alkali Flat Trail), greet visitors on the trails and provide them with basic information about the park including information on the geology, plants and animals of White Sands.  Volunteer will also check trail for damage to the trail, the informational signs, and the directional sign and report any need for corrections to the volunteer coordinator.  Additionally will collect any trash left in the area and will maintain “Standards of Conduct” when interacting with visitors.  Could also put together interpretive talks to present at the Interdunal Boardwalk.  

Physical Requirements:  Walking on the sand dunes for up to 5 miles in varied weather conditions 

Time Requirements:  4 hours per week
Maintenance Crew for Trails

This is a position for all volunteers
Duties:  Crew of between 3 - 5 people will be assigned to maintain and repair the hiking trails (Dune Life Trial, Backcountry camping trail and the Alkali Flat Trail).  Additionally, volunteer will replace any informational signs or directional sign which have become damaged or fallen due to dune movement.  Will use auger, and post hole digger. 
Volunteers will maintain “Standards of Conduct” when interacting with visitors.  

Physical Requirements:  Walking for up to 5 miles carrying equipment and manual labor in replacing the posts.

Time Requirements:  Volunteer coordinator will contact volunteer as needed.  This is not a weekly position.  
Computer Operator (Data Entry)

This is a position for all volunteers

Duties: White Sands is in the process of digitizing the slide.  The volunteer would assist in scanning slides into the database and also entering data into the program to create a searchable database.  Previous computer experience required.  Volunteer will maintain “Standards of Conduct” when interacting with visitors.  
Time involved:  four to eight hours per week.

Physical Requirements:  None

Time Requirements:  4 hours per week

Administrative Assistant

This is a position for all volunteers

Duties: Assists park staff with the organization of files, answering telephones, sending information requests and mail, sending faxes, responding to emails, photocopying and folding brochures. Volunteer will maintain “Standards of Conduct” when interacting with visitors.
Physical Requirements:  None

Time Requirements: 4 hours per week  

Special Events Volunteer

This is a position for all volunteers

Duties:  Assist with the special events of the park including Full Moon Bike Rides, Full Moon Nights, Lake Lucero Tours, and Hot Air Balloon Invitational.  Some of the duties will include directioning traffic, parking vehicles, and assisting with the logistic of the event.  Volunteer will be required to follow the directions of the paid staff.  Volunteer will maintain “Standards of Conduct” when interacting with visitors.  
Physical Requirements:  Standing for long periods of time and walking 

Time Requirements:  Volunteer coordinator will contact volunteer as needed.  This is not a weekly position.  

