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Orientation 
Landmarks

Sacramento Mountains - 30 
miles east of visitor center 
towards Alamogordo

San Andres Mountains - 20 
miles west of visitor center
towards Las Cruces

Sierra Blanca - 67 miles 
northeast of visitor center

White Water Tower - 1 mile 
southeast of visitor center

Tres Hermanos - 6 miles 
southeast of visitor center

 Sunset Strolls     
 Take a leisurely one-hour, ranger-guided walk through the sand 
dunes and learn about the geology, plants, and animals of this unique 
area. O� ered daily one hour before sunset.

2013-14 Fall/Winter
Schedule of Events

Hiking White Sands

Venturing out onto any of our � ve established trails 
provides you with an opportunity to experience the 

timeless majesty and wonder of the dunes. We invite you 
to take a trek into the heart of dune� eld and explore this 
magni� cent place. 

Playa Trail
Length: 0.5 miles (0.8 m) round-trip
Average Completion Time: 30 minutes
Dif� culty: Easy
The Playa Trail is a short, level hike leading to a small playa. 
Playas are shallow depressions or low-lying areas that tem-
porarily � ll with rainwater from storms.

Dune Life Nature Trail
Length: One mile (1.6 km) loop
Average Completion Time: 1 hour
Dif� culty: Moderate
Meet Katy the Kit Fox on this family-oriented trail and learn 
about the plants and animals common to the dunes. 

 Map Talks     
 O� ered daily from Memorial Day through Labor Day and on 
weekends the rest of the year.  Begins at 1:30 pm at the visitor center.

 Full Moon Hikes
 Enjoy an hike under the full moon with a ranger once a month 
from May through October 2013. Reservations required.  For more 
information and to register, visit ww.nps.gov/whsa. 

 Skins and Skulls
 Join a ranger and learn how to identify many of the animals at 
White Sands National Monument. O� ered daily at 3 pm from Memorial 
Day through Labor Day and weekends the rest of the year.

 Full Moon Bike Ride
 October 18, 2013.  Take a leisurely bike ride through the monu-
ment. No cars are allowed during the event.  
Reservations required and accepted one month in advance. Visit 
www.nps.gov/whsa for more information or to register your group.

 Lake Lucero Tours       
 Hike with a ranger to the dried lake bed that makes up a part 
of the source of the sands. Reservations required and  accepted one 
month in advance of tour date. Special fees apply: $3 per person 16 and 
older; $1.50 per person for 15 and younger. Visit www.nps.gov/whsa 
for dates and reservations.

 Holiday Open House
 Join us on December 6, 2013 from 5 pm to 8 pm for live music, 
luminarias around the historic adobe visitor center, and interpretive 
programs. No charge for the program.

Interdune Boardwalk
Length: 650 yards (585 m) 
Average Completion Time: 20 minutes
Dif� culty: Easy
Fully accessible for people using wheelchairs and strollers, the 
boardwalk leads you through a fragile interdune area.

Alkali Flat Trail
Length: 5 miles (8 km) round-trip
Average Completion Time: 3 hours
Dif� culty: Strenuous
Leading you through the heart of the dunes, the Alkali Flat Trail 
skirts the edge of what is now the � nal remnant of Lake Otero, 
once a 1,600-square-mile lake. Take plenty of water!

Backcountry Camping Trail
Length: 2.2 miles (3.5 km) round-trip
Average Completion Time: 1.5 hours
Dif� culty: Moderate
Hiked most frequently by backpackers, this trail is also open to 
visitors that want a shorter hike through the heart of the dunes.

 Sunrise Photography
 October 26, 2013 at 6:15 am. Join a ranger for an early morning 
program focused on amateur sunrise photography tips. Reservations are 
required. Register at www.nps.gov/whsa. 

� Drink plenty of water!

� Stay warm!

� Know where you are!

� Beware of icy roads and frozen dunes!

� Dangerous digging!

� Be prepared!  

Digging holes in the dunes is fun but keep 
in mind that the dunes move and the sand is 
heavy. Holes can collapse on you and which 
can lead to su� ocation.

Wear a hat and sunglasses. The white sand 
re� ects the sun so apply sunscreen to all 
exposed areas even in winter!

Temperatures drop drastically after sunset� 
anywhere from 20 to 30 degrees. Wear clothing 
that is appropriate for the day�s weather and 
carry warmer clothing after sunset.

You may not realize you are dehydrated 
because you are not sweating. We recommend 
one gallon of water per person per day.

It may be harder to spot frozen water on the 
dunes. For safety reasons, decrease your speed 
and brake gently to avoid skidding. The dunes 
freeze in winter so they are much harder than 
in the summer. This makes sledding faster but it 
also makes falls hurt more and can even break 
bones.

Wind moves dunes and erases your tracks. GPS 
can be unreliable. Use park trail markers, carry 
a compass, and keep landmarks in sight. Never 
hike alone.

Visiting White Sands National Monument is an 
exciting experience but it is very important to 

safely enjoy the park.  Please take a moment to read 
through the safety tips below.

!


