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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HELP MAKE AMERI CA0GS BEST | DEA EVEN

SEPTEMBER 26: A DAY OF SERVICE AND CELEBRATION IN YOUR NATIONAL PARKS

Washington, D.C. — On Saturday, September 26, National Public Lands Day, the National Park
Service (NPS) and the National Park Foundation (NPF) are inviting Americans to visit their parks and
get involved in a day of service and celebration of what historian Wallace Stegner called iAmerica®
Best Ideai our National Parks.” No entrance fees will be charged on September 26 to celebrate
National Public Lands Day. The Washington Monument will have extended hours from 5:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. The NPS invites the public in helping make “America’s Best Idea,” even better.

The NPS and NPF are inviting everyone to volunteer on the morning of September 26 at their favorite
national park or to discover one of the other 14 sites that comprise the National Capital Region’s
(NCR) national parks. NCR parks will host volunteer service projects, interpretive programs, and
clean-ups. A list of volunteer activities at these national parks follows at the end of this release.

As a way to top-off a great day, the NPS and NPF are inviting everyone to a special celebration and to
share the local national parks from 5:00 to 8:30 p.m. on the Ellipse, located immediately south of the
White House, for an evening of fun, family, and a film! The evening will feature park interactive
activities, family fun, interpretive programs with park rangers and partner organizations, music, and
giveaways. The evening culminates with a special sneak preview of Ken Burns’ film, “The National
Parks: America’s Best Idea.” Honorary National Park Service Ranger Ken Burns and other special
guests will make remarks before the preview screening.

As part of the celebration, NCR parks will also offer sneak previews of Ken Burns’ documentary “The
National Parks: America’s Best Idea,” which premieres on PBS Nationwide September 27.

National Public Lands Day is the nation’s largest hands-on, volunteer effort to improve and enhance
the public lands Americans enjoy. The event, which has grown steadily since 1994, keeps the promise
of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), also known as the “Tree Army,” that worked from 1933-
1942, to preserve and protect America’s natural heritage. In 2008, 120,000 volunteers helped build
trails and bridges, removed trash and assisted in planting over 1.6 million trees at sites throughout the
country.

National Public Lands Day activities help to educate Americans through “hands-on” learning about
critical environmental and natural resources issues and the need for shared stewardship of this
nation’s valued, irreplaceable lands.

The NPS and NPF remind visitors and volunteers to join the fun on National Public Lands Day, but to
be prepared by bringing water, sunscreen, insect repellent, and sturdy, comfortable shoes.

NOTE: Visitors and volunteers are encouraged to arrive a few minutes early, as some parks require
visitors and volunteers to register. Volunteers will need to complete basic paperwork onsite before
work may begin. Parental Approval Forms must be signed for each minor in advance of work.
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NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY, PARK-SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES:

ANTIETAM NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD
0:00 a.M.-12:00 p.m.
Park Visitor Center, 5831 Dunker Church Road, Sharpsburg, MD 21782

Join 350 Boy Scouts as they participate in service projects and interpretive programs at Antietam
National Battlefield. Volunteers will clear brush at Miller Farm for native plant habitat restoration,
trash clean-up along trails. Park staff will show you what to do and provide the necessary equipment.
All you need is lots of energy and enthusiasm!

Contact:

Christie Stanczak 301-432-4567

Visitor Center 301-432-5124

www.nps.gov/anti

CATOCTIN MOUNTAIN PARK
0:00 a.M.-12:00 p.m.
Park Visitor Center, 14707 Park Central Road, Thurmont, MD 21788

Show your support for NPS public lands by joining in an exotic plant removal project. Park staff will
show you what to do and provide the necessary equipment. Please bring lots of energy and
enthusiasm. If you plan to bring a group to this event, please contact park staff in advance to make
sure there are plenty of supplies on hand.

Contact:

Visitor Center: 301-663-9388

www.nps.gov/cato

C&O CANAL NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK
0:00 a.M.-12:00 p.Mm.
Carderock Recreational Area, just off the Clara Barton Parkway.

Volunteers will work hand-in-hand with park rangers on various trail improvement projects
throughout the Carderock Recreational area, which is located west of the beltway, just off the Clara
Barton Parkway. Use exit 41 off of Interstate 495 and proceed west.

Contact:

Danny Filer: 301-714-2218

www.nps.gov/choh

CLARA BARTON NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE (Unit of George Washington Memorial Parkway)
7:00 p.M.-9:00 p.m.
Clara Barton House, 5801 Oxford Road, Glen Echo, MD 20812

Park will hold a Fall Lamp Light Open House scheduled for Saturday, Sept 26, 2009. Volunteers and

visitors that attend this event will also have an opportunity to preview parts of the Ken Burns Film and
learn more about Clara Barton® accomplishments.

Contact:
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