
 

 

 

 

 

  The summer of 2012 was the 

inaugural of Voyageurs National 

Park’s Teen Ambassador 

Program. This program was 

inspired by the Call to Action 

initiative developed by the 

National Park Service. Two Call 

to Action themes were addressed 

under this initiative – Advancing 

the NPS Education Mission and 

Connecting People to Parks.  

  The Teen Ambassador Program 

was developed to gain an 

understanding from teens on how 

the National Park Service can 

better reach a younger generation 

and also how to get them more 

involved in the National Park 

Service. 

  There were nineteen 

participants from Minnesota for 

the first Teen Ambassador 

Program and three components 

to the program. The first 

component was giving the 

Ambassadors the opportunity to 

experience two overnight 

camping trips in national parks - 

at Mississippi National River and 

Recreation Area (MNRA) and at 

Voyageurs National Park; the 

second component was the Teen 

Ambassadors giving feedback to 

Park Superintendents about 

reaching youth; and the third 

component was giving 

presentations to schools for the 

next generation of Ambassadors.   

  This program offered a unique 

experience not only for the teens 

involved but also for the National 

Park Service as a whole. For many 

of the participants of the program 

this was their first camping 

experience. Voyageurs National 

Park’s Interpreters, the National 

Park Foundation, Voyageurs 

National Park Association, 

MNRA, and Wilderness Inquiry 

were able to partner together to 

teach, observe, and share in the 

Teen Ambassadors’ experience 

with the great outdoors. This 

opportunity to share observations 

will help the agency as a whole to 

find a new direction that will both 

preserve and protect the National 

Park Service and its mission by 

investing in our most important 

resource, our Nation’s youth. 

  Voyageurs National Park was 

selected as one of 49 national 

parks to participate in the 2012 

America’s Best Ideas program 

sponsored by the National Park 

Foundation, the official charity of 

America’s national parks.  

Inspired by the critically-

acclaimed Ken Burns 

documentary, The National Parks: 

America’s Best Idea – the 

America’s Best Idea grant 

program funds park projects 

designed to connect diverse, 

under-engaged populations 

throughout the United States with 

their national parks in innovative 

and meaningful ways.  



                                                                                                                 

 

 

 



200 Miles of Trail 
 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Voyageurs National Park was 
authorized by an Act of Congress on 
January 8, 1971 (84 Stat. 1971) “to 
preserve, for the inspiration and 
enjoyment of present and future 
generations, the outstanding scenery, 
geological conditions and waterway 
system which constituted a part of the 
historic route of the Voyageurs who 
contributed significantly to the opening 
of the Northwestern United States.”  
The park was established in 1975.  



  
 

 

 


