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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
 

 

 
Meadows 

 
V alley F orge N ational H istorical P ark contains the largest area of m eadow s in 
southeastern Pennsylvania, covering approxim ately 30%  or 1,000 acres of the park. 
M eadow s are rem iniscent of the agricultural landscape that existed here before and 
after the encam pm ent and support a w ide variety of plants and anim als.. 
 
F or three centuries, the V alley F orge area provided an ideal location for agriculture 
because of prim e soils, the availability of w ater, and accessibility to transportation on the 
river. A t the tim e of the encam pm ent, 18 landow ners had established farm s w ithin w hat 
is now  the park. A s you look out from  the B aron von Steuben statue you are observing 
property ow ned by D avid Stephens during the 18th  century and covering m uch of the 
G rand P arade. Im agine that the tall grass m eadow s are actually fields of w heat and hay 
ready for harvest. 
 
O pen fields at V alley F orge w ere not alw ays m anaged as m eadow s. F or m any years after 
the park w as established in 1893, all open areas w ere m ow ed as law ns. M ow ing w as first 
accom plished by sheep and later by m echanical m eans. F ields also w ere cultivated for 
periods of tim e to grow  crops such as corn. B oth of these m anagem ent styles provided 
very poor habitat for w ildlife and did not reflect the historic scene. T he establishm ent of 
m eadow s offered an opportunity to im prove visitor understanding of the contribution 
of agriculture to the area and also to provide excellent w ildlife habitat. T all grass is 
particularly im portant to certain kinds of grassland birds that can now  be observed in 
the park, such as the eastern m eadow lark, grasshopper sparrow , and field sparrow . 
 
M eadow s represent one of the m ost threatened habitats in southeastern P ennsylvania 
and the park has becom e a refuge for grassland dependent anim als across the entire 
region. 
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