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“The View from the Forge” 
A  M on thly P od cast of the N ews &  E ven ts at Valley Forge N H P  

July 2007 
 
H ello, m y nam e is M ike C aldw ell, Superintendent of V alley F orge N ational H istorical 
P ark.  I’d like to w elcom e you to “T he V iew  from  the F orge” – a m onthly podcast of 
new s and events from  V alley F orge N ational H istorical P ark.  H ere w ith this m onth’s 
edition is park volunteer, John G rossm an.  
 
T he park received a $10,000 challenge cost share grant supporting w ork w ith our 
partner, T he V alley F orge C onvention and V isitors B ureau, to develop m ultiple m edia 
versions of the successful Q uest for F reedom  program .  Several years ago, the bureau, 
w orking w ith the park and other historic sites, developed a them ed tour focused on 
A frican A m erican history of both the R evolutionary W ar and C ivil W ar periods.  T his 
grant w ill fund transferring that program m ing to m edia rather than live program m ing 
only so that it can be shared m ore w idely over the w eb and in other venues. 
 
 
O ur sum m er program m ing is in full sw ing.  T here are m ore things to do at the park than 
ever before!  H ere is just a sam ple of w hat you m ight w ant to do.  A ll of them  are great 
for adults and kids.  
 
- T ake a load off at a O nce U pon a N ation Storytelling B ench. T hese benches are 
guaranteed to educate and entertain. Y ou can find them  in three locations around the 
park—at the W elcom e C enter, at the N ational M em orial A rch, and at W ashington’s 
H eadquarters.  Storytellers, trained at O nce U pon A  N ation’s unique m onth-long 
B enstitute, share riveting stories of the encam pm ent and how  it becam e a turning point 
in the R evolutionary W ar.  Short, five-m inute stories are told to anyone w ho com es to 
visit one of the signature, 13-foot, curved O nce U pon A  N ation benches.   
 
- A nother new  program  is “V alley F orge: A fter H ours.”  Y ou can spend an intim ate 
evening in a historic setting w ith key figures of the V alley F orge E ncam pm ent, such as 
G eneral G eorge W ashington and A lexander H am ilton. B egin at the park W elcom e 
C enter and be transported by trolley to W ashington’s H eadquarters for a picnic supper. 
C ontinue w ith a cam pfire on the G rand P arade, w here C ontinental soldiers w ill tell tales 
of the w inter.  T he program  runs Saturdays through Septem ber 1 at 5:30pm  and lasts 3 
hours. T here is a fee charged.    
 
- A lso new  this year is a 90-m inute bike tour of V alley F orge on Saturdays and Sundays 
at 11:00am .  H ear about the park’s vital natural history, and find out w hy the natural 
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features led G eneral W ashington to choose V alley F orge for the C ontinental A rm y’s six-
m onth encam pm ent in the w inter of 1777-78. T ours depart from  the m ain W elcom e 
C enter parking lot, adjacent to the bike rental facility.  
 
 
- M ake sure to join a gallery talk.  Y ou can w iggle your w ay into 18th  century clothing, 
touch and learn about artifacts discovered in a recent archeological dig, or think kind 
thoughts about m odern m edicine as you handle surgical tools and hear about m edical 
practices during the encam pm ent. T alks take place at the W elcom e C enter gallery 
M onday through F riday at 10:00am , 12noon, and 2:00pm .  
 
F or additional program  inform ation visit our W elcom e C enter or go on line at 
w w w .nps.gov/vafo. 
 
T he park has just released its slate of E ducational P rogram s for the 2007/2008 school 
year.  T hese program s are designed for grades three through eight, but m ay be adapted 
for the upper grades.   T his year the park w ill offer the three program s:  
 
“R id in g Through H istory” 
T his tw o-hour program  is designed to give students a hands-on history lesson by getting 
them  out into the park to see for them selves w hat the w inter encam pm ent w as like for 
W ashington and the soldiers of the C ontinental A rm y. P ark rangers board your bus and 
take you on a guided tour of V alley F orge, featuring stops at a reconstructed 
encam pm ent site and a visit to the original building used by G eneral W ashington as his 
headquarters.  
 
“Sold ier L ife” 
D uring this one-hour program , students have the opportunity to learn about w hat life 
w as like for the average soldier at V alley F orge. T hrough hands-on activities, students 
discover w ho the m en and w om en of the C ontinental A rm y w ere, and w hy they joined 
the arm y. T his program  also em phasizes the accom plishm ents of the arm y at V alley 
F orge; accom plishm ents w hich enabled them  to eventually w in our independence.  
 

“R an ger M on days”  
B ring V alley F orge to your school or group. O n M ondays, park rangers are available to 
visit at your site and present a one hour program  about V alley F orge. R angers dressed as 
either C ontinental Soldiers or R egim ental C am p F ollow ers bring their kit w ith them  to 
help bring alive the story of the brave m en and w om en w ho encam ped at V alley F orge. 
(T he program  is available w ithin a 30-m ile radius of the park). 
 
F or schedules and pricing inform ation go to our w ebsite at w w w .nps.gov/vafo and click 
on the “F or T eachers” link. 
T hat’s all for this m onth’s “V iew  from  the F orge.” A s alw ays, for m ore inform ation visit 
the park’s w ebsite at w w w .nps.gov/vafo.  P lease com e back next m onth for a new  
edition of “V iew  from  the F orge”. T his is park volunteer John G rossm an.  T hanks for 
listening and w e’ll see you in the park! 
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