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Valley Forge National Historical P ark announces 
Sum m er 2007 C alend ar of E vents 

Valley Forge, P A  – E njoy sum m er in V alley F orge w ith m ore things to do than ever 
before! A ll program m ing listed below  runs June 16 through Septem ber 3 unless noted 
otherw ise.   

E vent! M arch -out of th e C ontinental A rm y - June 16 – 17, 2007 
Six m onths after W ashington’s A rm y m arched into V alley F orge in the w inter of 1777 as 
a tired, cold, ill-equipped, group of 12,000 m en, they m arched out as a highly trained, 
fully outfitted fighting force in pursuit of the B ritish. T heir achievem ents w ill be 
honored at the 229th  annual “M arch-out” celebration at V alley F orge N ational 
H istorical P ark on June 16 and 17.  A ctivities w ill take place at the M uhlenberg B rigade 
from  10am  to 4pm , w ith form al reenactm ents at 11am , 1pm  and 3pm .  F ree.   

 
Storytelling B ench es 

NEW!  G uaranteed to educate and entertain, these one-of-a-kind storytelling benches 
are in three locations around V alley F orge N ational H istorical P ark.  Storytellers, 
trained at O nce U pon A  N ation’s unique m onth-long B enstitute, share riveting stories of 
the encam pm ent, and how  it becam e a turning point in the R evolutionary W ar.  Short, 
five-m inute stories are told to anyone w ho com es to visit one of the signature 13-foot 
curved O nce U pon A  N ation benches.  H ours of operation are June 16 – Septem ber 3: 
10:30 am  – 4:30 pm , daily. T he benches w ill be in three locations: W elcom e C enter, 
N ational M em orial A rch, and W ashington’s H eadquarters. F ree. 
  

Valley Forge: A fter Hours 
NEW! Spend an intim ate evening in a historic setting w ith key figures of the V alley 
F orge E ncam pm ent, such as G eneral G eorge W ashington and A lexander H am ilton. 
B egin at the park W elcom e C enter and be transported by trolley to W ashington’s 
H eadquarters for a picnic supper. C ontinue w ith a cam pfire on the G rand P arade, 
w here C ontinental soldiers w ill tell tales of the w inter.  Saturdays through Septem ber 1 
at 5:30pm .  D uration: 3 hours. P rice: $45 adults; $40 senior/m ilitary/student/children.  
T our departs from  the V alley F orge P ark W elcom e C enter.  F or tickets visit 
w w w .onceuponanation.org or call 215-629-4026 
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Valley Forge: Secrets and  Sp ies T our 
Journey back in tim e for a top-secret m ission led by an A m erican spy.  Intrigue abounds 
as you travel from  P hiladelphia to V alley F orge, w here G eneral G eorge W ashington 
aw aits your arrival.  W hile at V alley F orge, visit the encam pm ent to experience the 
everyday life of a C ontinental soldier and the w om en and children w ho traveled w ith 
the arm y, and report to W ashington's H eadquarters to receive your orders.  B e sure not 
to reveal your identity or the entire m ission w ill be blow n. Saturdays through Septem ber 
1 at 1pm .  D uration: 4 hours.  P rice: $40 adults; $35 student/senior/m ilitary; $25 children 
12 and under.  T our departs from  Independence L iving H istory C enter, 3rd and 
C hestnut Sts. P hiladelphia.  F or tickets visit w w w .valleyforge.org/onceuponanation or 
call 215-629-4026 
 

T rolley T ours: T h e Story of Valley Forge 
L eave your car behind and enjoy a ride through the beautiful park on an old-fashioned 
open-air trolley, conducted by an expert guide. D aily at 11am , 1pm  and 3pm .  D uration: 
90 m inutes. P rice:  $15 for adults, $9 for m ilitary and seniors, $6 for children under 11 
years of age. T ours leave from  the E ncam pm ent Store at the park W elcom e C enter. F or 
reservations or m ore inform ation, call 610-783-7503. 
 

W alking T ours 
E xplore the history of V alley F orge and its im pact on the A m erican R evolution during a 
40-m inute w alking tour.  D aily, 11:50am  and 1:50pm .  T ours depart from  the park 
W elcom e C enter. F ree.  

 
W eekend  B ike T ours 

NEW! Join a guide for a 90-m inute bike tour of V alley F orge on Saturdays and Sundays 
at 11:00am .  H ear about the park’s vital natural history, and find out w hy these features 
led G eneral W ashington to choose V alley F orge for the C ontinental A rm y’s six-m onth 
encam pm ent in the w inter of 1777-78. T ours depart from  the m ain W elcom e C enter 
parking lot, adjacent to the bike rental facility. F ree. 

 
 

W elcom e C enter 
Y our starting point for a great experience at V alley F orge. T alk to a park ranger, pick up 
a m ap, and find out about all the great things you can do at the park. G et an overview  of 
the history of V alley F orge as you stroll through the exhibits featuring rem arkable 
artifacts from  the encam pm ent. See an 18-m inute film  about the encam pm ent. P ick up a 
snack or a great souvenir at the E ncam pm ent Store (see below ). G et a tip on regional 
activities from  expert V alley F orge C onvention and V isitors B ureau staff. D aily, 9:00am  
to 6:00pm . 8am  opening July and A ugust.  F ree. F or inform ation, call 610-783-1077. 

 
G allery T alks 

NEW! W iggle your w ay into 18th  century clothing, touch and learn about artifacts 
discovered in a recent archeological dig, or think kind thoughts about your physician’s 
m edical training as you handle surgical tools and hear about m edical practices during 
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the encam pm ent. T alks take place at the W elcom e C enter gallery. M onday through 
F riday at 10:00am , 12noon, and 2:00pm . D uration: 20 m inutes. 
 

E ncam p m ent Store at Valley Forge 
U nique gifts, prints, one-of-a-kind books, souvenirs, beverages, and snacks. L ocated in 
the park W elcom e C enter.  O pen daily 9:00am  – 6:00pm .  F or m ore inform ation call 610-
783-7503.  

 
M uh lenb erg B rigad e Huts  

Soldiers built and lived in log huts to get through the w inter. V isit w ith living history 
interpreters describing daily life, privations, and the ultim ate trium ph of the troops.  
D aily. 10:00am  to 4:00pm .  F ree 

 
W ash ington’s Head quarters 

L iving history interpreters describe the challenges facing G eneral W ashington as he 
struggled to keep the arm y together and the R evolution alive. T our the tiny house in 
w hich the general and m ore than 20 m em bers of his m ilitary and dom estic staff—and 
M artha!—lived and w orked.  A lso a O nce U pon A  Nation story telling b ench  
location.  D aily.  9:00am  to 5:00pm .  F ree. 

 
Varnum ’s Q uarters  

A  farm  fam ily w oke up one day to find an arm y occupying their land and a general 
sharing their hom e! A t this authentically furnished house, talk w ith living history 
interpreters w ho discuss the civilian experience of w ar, the contributions of the A frican 
A m erican troops w ho w ere encam ped nearby, and activities on the G rand P arade, 
w hich the house overlooks. Saturdays and Sundays, 12 noon to 4:00pm .  P ark at the von 
Steuben statue parking lot on R oute 23 and follow  the path to V arnum ’s Q uarters. F ree. 
 

B ird  and  R ap tor W atch  
NEW! V alley F orge is one of the best places in the region to spot birds. M eet a naturalist 
to hear m ore. B ring you ow n binoculars or use ours. Saturdays from  June 9 through 
A ugust 11, from  9:00am  to 1:00pm . P ark at the von Steuben statue parking lot on R oute 
23 and follow  the path to the tent near V arnum ’s Q uarters. F ree  
 

W ash ington M em orial C h ap el 
T he N ational Shrine at V alley F orge pays hom age to the G eneral W ashington and the 
V alley F orge E ncam pm ent.  A n active E piscopal church, open daily 9:00am  – 5:00pm .    
F ree carillon concerts every W ednesday in July and A ugust at 7:30pm .    A fternoon 
carillon playings every Sunday at 12:30 pm , 1:30 pm , 2:30 pm , 3:30 pm . F or m ore 
inform ation visit w w w .w ashingtonm em orialchapel.org 

 
C h ap el C ab in Sh op  

F ine gifts, souvenirs and our ow n baked goods and candies.  L ocated directly behind 
W ashington M em orial C hapel.  O pen daily 9:00am  – 5:00pm . F or m ore inform ation call  
610-783-0576 
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C ell P h one T ours 
A  great w ay to hear about the park anytim e.  D ial 408-794-2820 and follow  the prom pts 
for 12 different m essages about w hat you see. L ook for the yellow  signs throughout the 
park, or pick up a m ap in the W elcom e C enter. F ree except for the cost of the call.  
A vailable 24 hours a day.  

 
C anteen Snack B ar 

E njoy hot dogs, ice cream , soft drinks, health-conscious snacks and m uch m ore. 
L ocated in the W elcom e C enter m ain parking lot.  D aily.  10:00 am  to 3:00 pm . 

 
Valley Forge B ike R entals 

H ybrid bike rentals for adults and children get you out on over 20 m iles of park bike 
trails. L ocated in the W elcom e C enter m ain parking lot and the B etzw ood parking lot.  
O pen daily, 10:00am  – 4:00pm . 

 
 

F or m ore inform ation on V alley F orge N ation al H istorical P ark and a free copy of the 
park’s Sum m er P rogram  guide visit w w w .nps.gov/vafo.   

 
F or area visitor inform ation and discounted sum m er hotel packages visit 
w w w .valleyforge.org 
 

 


