‘A Thousand Cranes Over Tule Lake — Saturday, July 4
- Internment camp focus of program

Oregon s poet laureate

Lawson Inada and writer

Hiroshi Kashiwagi will
perform readings

By LEE JUILLERAT
H&N Regional Editor

After Hiroshi Kashiwagi was
released from the Tule Lake
Detention Center, where he lived
with his family from 1942 to 1046,

' 'he wanted to avoid talking about

his experiences.
* Kashiwagi, now 86, was among

the more than 18,000 Japanese- -

Americans held at Tule Lake, one
of 10 .internment camps where
120,000 people of Japanese ances-
try were held daring the World
War II years following the Japa-
niese attack on Pearl Harbor. :

After the war, Kashiwagi
attended UCLA, often wearing his
father’s hat.

“Twas trymg to be eccentric and
stay away from people because

. I didn't want to be asked about
“my stay at Tule Lake,” he says of

wearing the hat. “T was purposely
trying to be different.”

While at UCLA, Kashiwagi
wrote his first play, “The Plums
Can Wait,” for the Nisei Theater
Group: It was performed in Los
Angeles and, later, San Francisco
and Berkeley, He earned a degree
in Oriental Languages from
UCLA in 1952 and worked as a
translator, librarian and part-time
actor in plays and films, including
“Black Rain.”

K wasn't until 2005 that he
would write about his experienc-

esat Tule Lake and those that
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Lawson Inada, Oregons poet laureate, hopes to use words from
people held at Tule Lake during his part of Saturday night's “A
Thousand Cranes Over Tule Lake” cultural program.
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followed, in his autobiography,
"Smmmmg in the American: A
Memoir and Selected Writings.”
Kashiwagi will read the poem
he's best known for, “A Meeting
At Tule Lake” written on a 1975

Natlon Monument hy Roy Ikeda

Jkutan{, a reading by -
Laureate Lawson :

pilgrimage to Tule Lake, when
nearly 400 pilgrims meet Thurs-
day night at Oregon Institute of
Technology.

See PROGRAM, page C3
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‘The author and poet laureate hope to gather stories
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+ At “A Thousand Cranes
*:0Over Tule Lake,” Satur-
day night's pubhc cultural
* :%‘program at the Ross Rag-
“] -l_and Theater, he hopes to
:::wear his father’s old hat
«*while reading another
1 2ipoem, “My Father’s Hat.”
i+V During the program
- =fand pilgrimage, Kashi-
:‘wagl will be paired with
»2Lawson Inada, Oregon’s
e < Poet Laureate, to gather
" -.accounts from people held
o :‘at Tule Lake.
+ 2+ The 7i-year-cld Inada,
i 1 22who never was held at
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Tule Lake but lived with
his family in camps in
Arkansas and Colorado,
hopes to use some of those
stories of remembrances
during his part of Satur-
day night'’s program.
“Depending on what
develops at the work-
shops, where I hope we

can tap into their memo- -

ries, I want to nse their
words,” Inada said of
weaving those stories
into his section of the pro-
gram.

Inada and Kashiwagi

will be two of many Japa-
nese-Americans partici-
pating in the program,
which will also feature
excitingly powerful taiko
drum groups, songs and
jazz infused music.

“We hope the Klam-
ath Falls community will
again join us for an eve-
ning of entertainment,”
said Hiroshi Shimizu, one
of the pilgrimage organiz-
ers. “It’s a chance for us
to share out culture with

‘the community.”



