THE APACHE TRAIL


The shortest route from Tonto National Monument to Phoenix is the Apache Trail.

This road offers a driving adventure with great rewards in terms of spectacular scenery and historical interest.  The trail is 44 miles in length, with twenty-two miles of gravel road, zigzagging down, up, and around rugged canyons.

The Apache Trail was built in 1903-1905 so materials and equipment could be hauled in to construct Roosevelt Dam.

Today the Apache Trail is suitable for family cars and small recreational vehicles.  Since you might have to back up, towing a trailer is not recommended.  Bridges and a few other places are not wide enough for two cars to meet.

Drive time varies according to the amount of traffic and the number of stops you make.  Allow at least two hours to complete the drive.

The drive will take you past the fabled Superstition Mountains.  Geologists believe these mountains are the result of great volcanic eruptions about 20 million years ago.

An O’odham legend tells of a great flood that left a rim of foam across the mountains, still visible as a band of light-colored rock.

Why the name Superstition?  Could the rock columns have led to stories of men turned to stone?  Could it be because many people that entered these mountains never returned?

Driving Tips for the Apache Trail

1. Use lower gears on steep grades; save your brakes.

2. Normally, yield to uphill traffic.

3. Allow vehicles following close behind to pass; there are plenty of turnouts.

4. Stay on your side of the road, especially around turns.

5. Stay alert; be cautious and patient.

Enjoy your experience on the Apache Trail, become better acquainted with the Sonoran Desert, and glimpse some of the area’s history.  Use this guide in either direction.  Distances indicated are from Tonto National Monument (TNM) and from the beginning of AZ 88 at Apache Junction (AJ).

TONTO NATIONAL MONUMENT

From TNM: 0.0 miles

From AJ: 47.3 miles

Step into the time of the Salado and visit one of their cliff dwellings.  The Visitor Center offers exhibits, a bookstore, a DVD program, and restrooms. 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT DAM

From TNM: 3.7 miles

From AJ: 43.6 miles

Roosevelt Dam, completed in 1911, was the first Federal Reclamation Project in the West.

APACHE LAKE VISTA

From TNM: 16.2 miles

From AJ: 31.1 miles

A shelter with exhibits overlooks Apache Lake, which fills 17 miles of the deep gorge below.  Here a short road leads to a marina, motel, restaurant, campground, restrooms, and other facilities.

FISH CREEK CANYON

From TNM: 21.7 miles

From AJ: 25.6 miles

The next half-mile could be the most memorable part of your drive!  The road is steep and narrow as it negotiates this 1500-ft. canyon.  Eastbound drivers have the advantage of being on the inside through this narrow section.

In earlier days, stagecoach passengers often preferred to walk down this grade rather than ride.

END OF PAVEMENT

From TNM: 25.1 miles

From AJ: 22.2 miles

If you are headed west, the smooth pavement may be a soothing change.  If you are eastbound, consider how much more comfortable your modern vehicle is than a stagecoach or a wagon!

TORTILLA FLAT

From TNM: 30.4 miles

From AJ: 16.9 miles

The nearby butte resembles a stack of tortillas and may have suggested the name for this old stagecoach stop.  Here are a post office, cafe, store, campground, restrooms, and dump station.  The road crosses the creek at Tortilla Flat.  During heavy rainfall, it is impassible here; don’t try to cross!

CANYON LAKE OVERLOOK

From TNM: 34.8 miles

From AJ: 12.5 miles

There are complete facilities here for boating, water skiing, fishing, hiking, and general relaxation.  Each of the Salt River Project lakes offers excellent recreation opportunities.

WEAVER’S NEEDLE VIEW

From TNM: 40.2 miles

From AJ: 7.1 miles

This famous landmark has been used by many searchers for the legendary Lost Dutchman Mine, said to be in its shadow.  Weaver’s Needle is a volcanic neck (a vertical pipe-like remnant of solidified lava from a vent conduit).  The surrounding, less resistant rock has eroded away.

LOST DUTCHMAN STATE PARK

From TNM: 42.1 miles

From AJ: 5.2 miles

The park’s name recalls the lingering legend of a lost treasure of gold hidden in this area.  There are facilities for camping, picnicking, restrooms, interpretive and hiking trails.























































































































































































































































