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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 			December 8, 2010
Contact: Brian Loadholtz, Chief of Resource Education, Brian_Loadholtz@nps.gov

“Your Park!  Your Heritage!”  -13th Annual Kingsley Heritage Celebration

The National Park Service invites the public to the 13th Annual Kingsley Heritage Celebration.  Special afternoon events will be held on February 19th and 26th.  This series of events is free to the public.  The goal of this annual celebration is to explore the rich cultural traditions found in modern American society, which originated during the plantation period.

February 19th at 2:00 p.m., Rodney Hurst, local historian and author of It was Never about a Hot Dog and Coke will discuss Jacksonville's struggle for racial equality in his speech “The Struggle Continues...”  Following at 3:00 p.m., Auntie Roz, a Broadway actress, singer, and creative producer will perform excerpts from her new play A Walk in Their Shoes: A Reenactment of the Underground Railroad. 

The following Saturday, February 26th , the African Caribbean Dance Theater, from Tallahassee, Florida will pay tribute to the enslaved of  Kingsley Plantation  in Homage to the Ancestors: A Guinea West African Dance at 2:00 p.m. and again at 3:30 p.m.  Also appearing is Master Storyteller and children’s writer, Mama Koku. Her presentation From Freedom to Slavery to Freedom explores the black experience from Africa to America.

All afternoon events will take place on the grounds of Kingsley Plantation surrounded by ancient live oaks and the tabby remains of the cabins, which once housed enslaved men, women, and children.  In the shadow of these historic cabins, performers will present the cultural legacy of the plantation period through song, dance, storytelling, and oral history.  

“This event is a celebration of the determination and perseverance of the human spirit to survive against incredible odds,” explains Superintendent Barbara Goodman.  “The goal of the event is to present history in meaningful way to our community.”  

Kingsley Plantation is part of the Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve, a unit of the National Park Service in Jacksonville.  In addition to the scheduled events, park guests may visit the grounds that include the original plantation house, kitchen house, barn, and the remains of 25 tabby slave cabins.  The Plantation house is Florida’s oldest standing (1798) plantation era structure.  

Located off Heckscher Drive/A1A one-half mile north of the St. Johns River ferry landing, Kingsley Plantation is open daily, at no charge, between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  For more information, call 904.251.3537, or go to http://www.nps.gov/timu.  Visit Timucuan Ecological & Historic Preserve on Facebook or Twitter: @TimucuanNPS.  
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