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from 15th to 21st century

COLONIAL SLAVERY

IN THE AMERICAS

Over 4 million African slaves landed in Brazil,
representing nearly one third of the whole
Atlantic trade. Brazil was also the last country
that abolished slavery in 1888.

In North America, there were nearly 600,000
slaves in the thirteen colony territory in 1780
which do not exceed the number of slaves in
the French colony of Santo Domingo. As soon
as independence was declared, the enslaved
Blacks, the free Blacks, the mulatto people
and the Natives were immediately excluded
from American citizenship.

Some of the Founding Fathers such as J. Jay,
A. Hamilton or B. Franklin were opposed to
slavery. Others such as George Washington
and Thomas Jefferson were from Virginia,
planters and slave-owners. Consequently
the authors of the Constitution reached a
compromise that separated the North and
the South with a line running South of Ohio,
Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

The co-existence of the “free states” and
“slave states” made the Black issue one of
the major national debates. The entire Union
did not side with freedom before the Civil
War. When the Civil War broke out in 1860,
the United States had almost four million
slaves, representing a 500% increase since
the Proclamation of Independence. The
States, along with Brazil, were the only two
independent countries in America, where
slavery was legal.
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Boden Addames | 17351816 ) helped write the Declantion of [alepeadence
When independenor was declared bo was sent oo France and oo the
Merherlands 1o obtain subsidies ssd was the United Stased” firs
ambassaddar o King George 111 aléer ise wan. He beeame
the new mation's socond peesident in 1797
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A ]Jl;.;r Vi Fulue landovwnes, & writer, formses llr':l e, ecomoinial and srchineo.
JefTerunn { | Tdk-1826) wan one of che most opes- mindod and culrivaned men of his deee
He was main aoihor of the Declaraon of Independence.

He pepresened his country in aris from 1785 10 1787
and wmn elected the U5, chind presidem in F83L




