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1. Introduction

1.1 Overview of the Site

The Thomas Stone National Historic Site, known since the 1600’s as
Haberdeventure, is a 322-acre property located in Charles County,
Maryland. Formerly a working farm, the site has been owned and
administered by the United States Government since 1982. It was opened
to the public in 1992. Today the site serves to enhance local heritage
tourism in conjunction with eleven other historic sites in the area which
are open to the public.

The Southern Maryland region where Charles County is located is an area
with historic roots dating from the mid-seventeenth century. The region
was settled slowly, with agricultural production being the prominent
lifestyle. The area continues to be primarily agricultural today, and
although within commuting distance of Washington, D.C., it has retained
much of its rural character.

Although this region developed as a plantation economy, the landscape
development of the Thomas Stone National Historic Site finds its
significance in the middle-class traditions of country seats and farming
rather than as an upper-class plantation. As such, the site provides an
opportunity to interpret the development of farming practices from the
late-eighteenth century through the mid-twentieth century. Intertwined
with the prominent farming themes at Haberdeventure' can be found the
themes of slavery practices, tenant farming, and the passing of land
through 166 years of Stone family ownership. The site also exhibits
layered remnants of both designed and vernacular landscape features from
its various periods of occupation, all of which were particular to
middle-class farming enterprises. Haberdeventure gains its social
importance primarily from its association with Thomas Stone, one of

Maryland’s four signers of the Declaration of Independence. Thomas
Stone acquired the property on December 13, 1770, and used it as his
primary residence until he moved his family to a new home in Annapolis
in 1783. Thomas Stone built the existing central portion of the house at
Haberdeventure and, until 1783, played a significant part in developing
the farm. Successive generations of Stone family descendants owned and
occupied the farm until 1936.

The detailed history of the property provided in the ensuing chapters is
organized according to the major periods of ownership of the site.
Although the property has passed through a series of twelve owners since
the original patent in 1682, four of these transactions were. prior to
Thomas Stone’s ownership. There were in fact only six periods of
ownership that had a deep and lasting effect on the physical form of the
property. These were:

® 1770 to 1787 - Thomas Stone. Thomas Stone acquired all of the
present day land called Haberdeventure by 1787. Although Haber-
deventure comprised only a portion of his total land holdings in
Charles County, Haberdeventure was his home and his country
seat. Eleven members-of an extended family lived with him and his
immediate family on the site, and continued to call Haberdeventure
home even after Thomas and his family moved to Annapolis. As

-closely as can be determined given the available information, it

was during Thomas Stone’s ownership that the formal landscape
terraces were designed to the south of the main house, and the farm
developed into a cohesive working landscape.

* 1831 to 1873 - William Briscoe Stone. The period of time between
Thomas Stone’s death and William Briscoe’s purchase of Haberde-
venture in 1831 left the property in the hands of family managers

1 The name Haberdeventure has gone through a variety of changes in spelling throughout the years. The initial patent in 1682 spelled the name “Habberdeventure” but by the time
Thomas Stone purchased the property in 1770, documents used the spelling which appears in this writing. For this reason, even though 20th century documents spell the name “Haber

de Venture,” we have used the spelling of Thomas Stone’s ownership.
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and tenant farmers. Once William
Briscoe Stone (Thomas Stone’s
nephew) bought the property, he con-
tinued to develop it as a working
farm. William Briscoe Stone was
keenly interested in farming and was
recognized during his time for imple-
menting new farming practices.

1873 to 1913 - Margaret G. Stone.
Born at Haberdeventure, Margaret
(daughter of William Briscoe Stone)
lived on the farm her entire life. She
followed in her father’s footsteps and
maintained the farm with the help of
tenants until her death.

1913 to 1936 - Michael G. Stone.
Upon inheriting the farm from his
aunt Margaret, Michael immediately
moved his family to Haberdeventure.
Along with his job as a local teacher,
he continued to farm at Haberdeven-
ture until his death in 1932. The prop-
erty was subsequently sold out of the
Stone family in 1936.

1945 to 1982 - The Vischer Period.
After some years of neglect, Haberde-
venture was bought by Peter and Ruth
Vischer for use initially as a cattle
farm and then as a horse farm. During
this period the property was inten-
sively developed and farmed. Exten-
sive ornamental gardens were
installed around the house, and sev-
eral outbuildings were added.

1982 to Present -US. Government. Af-
ter the Government obtained the prop-
erty in 1981, no further agriculture

Figure 1. 1993 Plan of Existing Features and Circulation.



