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THE ELKHORN RANCH
THEODORE ROOSEVELT NATIONAL MEMORIAL PARK




CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

The First Session of the Eightieth Congress in Chapter L1,

Public Law 38, on April 25, 1947 approved "An Act to Establish Theo-
dore Roosevelt National Memorial Park." Under the provisions of this
act an area of almost 110 square miles in the North Dakotz badlands
was set aside as a National Park. "Theodore Roosevelt's service to
his nation in conserving its natural resources is memorialized here,
where, for a period in his youth, he lived a never-forgotten life in
the open." (NPS Information folder).

There are three units in Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial
Park; one near Medora where Park Headquarters are located; the second,
& section of rugged canyons, cliffs, and picturesque badlands scenery
near Watford City; third, the Elkhorn Ranch along the Little Missouri
River about midway between the other two.

Although Roosevelt chased cattle and hunted throughout most
of the badlands country, the former president was most closely asso=-
ciated with only one unit, the Elkhorn Ranch. For a time his home was
there. The books which he wrote during that period contazin descrip-
tions of the Elkhorn cabin and the outbuildings; the passages reflect
& certain quiet pride of ownership.

For visitors who are concerned with Roosevelt and his life in
Dakota the Elkhorn Ranch is the focal point of interest within the
Park. The ranch site, even though it is thirty-five miles north of
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Medora, has great potential as an outstanding tourist attraction.
Perhaps in recognition of this fact the act which crezted the Memori ‘

Park provided under Section L3

". « . and to reconstruct thereon the log ranch house thirty
by sixty feet, the log blacksmith shop sixteen by twenty feet,
one log stable sixteen by twenty feet, one log stable twenty by
thirty feet, log dog house, three log rectangular corrals, and
one log circular corral, as they existed at the time the premise;
were occupied by Theodore Roosevelt . . ." (emphasis is ours).

In order to fulfill the requirements as they were written intg
the act it was necessary to find out exactly where it was along the
river that the ranch buildings had stood. This in itself was not an
easy problem, since very little evidence remained on the surface to
indicate the site. In fact, after a thorough search it was necessary
to amend Public Law 38 and correct the boundaries around the former
buflding area. This amendment, Public Law 620 (Eightieth Congress,
Chapter U437, Second Session, approved June 10, 19L8) contains the
legal description of the site. It reads:

Amend section L by striking out "lots 2, 3, L, and 6 of sectic

33, township 1Lk, range 102," and inserting in lieu thereof "lo ;
6 and 7, section 33, township 1Ll north, range 102 west; southeast
quarter of southeast quarter, section 32, township 1ll north, ran o
102 west; lots L and 5, section L, township 143, range 102 west;

and those parts of lot 1 and the southeast quarter of the north-

east guarter, section 5, township 1L3 north, range 102 west, that
lie north and east of a line running diagonally from the north st
corner of lot 1 to the southeast corner of the southeast quarter o
the northeast quarter of said section 5."

The body of this report is a description of the archeological
activities at the Elkhorn Ranch during the period between July 20 and
September 15, 1959. Here is an example of "historic archeology," an
instance where the data from history and archeology supplement each
other and have a single goal -- to recreate a picture of the Elkhorn

Site as it had been when it was Roosevelt's "home ranch.?




CHAFTZR 11
THE SETTING

Western North Dakota lies in the Missouri Plateau section of
the Great Plains Province. BEut along the Little Missouri Ri¥er, just
north and east of Medora, the terrain has been sculptured into a vast
panorama of tablelands, buttes, conical peaks, and sharp crested hills.
Deep gullies, coulees, and narrow ravines cross and recross throughout
the area. These rugged zones, difficult to transverse, are the famous
"badlands." Such badlands are formed:

"+ « « in semiarid climates where occasional very heavy rains

erode poorly cemented or consolidated fommations. In such a
region, commonly nearly devoid of vegetation, erosion, instead of
carving hills and valleys of the ordinary type, has cut the land
into an intricate maze of narrow ravines, sharp crests and pin-
nacles." (Holland 1957, 5).
These present precipitous or gently sloping walls in which varicolored
strata are exposed. Sands, shales, and clays are of many colors--
blues, yellows, buffs, and gray. There are black veins of coal, red
and brown iron-stained bands of sand and clay, and red, bazked shales.

Geology.--The lowest bed rocks exposed in this area of the
Eadlands are the brightly colored shales, clays, silts, sandstone, and
lignite beds of the Tongue River member of the Fort Union Formation.
They are approximately sixty million years old and date from the Paleo-
cene period. These beds are not marine deposits but rather were part
of a vast alluvial plain that sioped eastward away from the Rocky Moun-

tains, Rivers flowing out of the mountains onto the plain soon lost

their carrying power and deposited sands and gravels near the mountain
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slopes. Finer materials, clay, silt, fine send were carried out to
the Dakotas and laid over the plain, not as a uniform blanket but
lenses and bars by the shifting river channels, Early Paleocene cl‘
mate seems to have been warmer and moister than our present weather,
Extensive swamps formed along the sluggish streams. There were 1
forests mainly composed of coniferous trees, varieties related to
Sequoia, cypress, juniper and arbor vitae with some firs and spruces,
Woody materials from these trees were later compacted to form the
Tongue River lignite beds, and often impressions of trunks, stems,
branches, and leaves are preserved in the soft coal (Leonard 1925, 7

The Paleocene was followed by 2 long period of erosion. [
ing the Eocene stream deposits of silt, shale, sand and clay built up
in some parts of southwestern North Dakota. These constitute the
Golden Valley formation, a group of beds which have almost entirely
eroded away, if they were ever present, in the South Unit of the F K,

During the following Oligocene period numerous large fresh
water lakes dotted the Missouri Plateau Section. The White River d -
pbsits were built up largely of clays, shales, and gravels laid down
in these lakes., The lower bentonitic clay members of this formation
have played a prominent part in the formation of little badlands.
These clay beds, sometimes 16 to 20 feet thick, shrink and crack,
weathering forms a rough resistant shell that retards erosion (Ho
1957, 1-k). The Little HMissouri was one of the rivers meandering
across the plain at this time.

Following the Oligocene period there may have been renewed
uplifting of the Rocky Mountains, for the streams began to downcut
their channels. At the end of the Pliocene and during the beginning
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of the Pleistocene the headwaters of the Bell Fourche River in South
Dakota captured some of the headwaters of the Little Missouri, With
less water to carry its load the Little Missouri began to deposit sedi-
ments along its course. At this time the Little Missouri flowed into
the Yellowstone River, but during the Pleistocene continental ice sheets
asdvanced out of the north and changed the course of thgeriver, so that
its waters emptied into the Big Missouri. The new mouth of the Little
Missouri was considerably lower than it had been, thus the river began
to downcut. As a result its tributary streams also began to cut gullies
and the formation of badlands began (Laird 1950, 228-233).

The Little Missouri has left four terraces as it cut its way
down to the present level. The first terrace is about 13 to 15 feet
above the streambed. The Elkhorn Ranch house and the outbuildings were
on this level. A second terrace, not always discernable, is about 27
feet above the first. Remnants of an upper old river valley lie 125
to 150 feet higher and above this the old upland surface.

One of the most interesting and colorful phenomena in the Bad-
lands is the bright red or pink bands of clinker in the Fort Union
formation. Locally this is called "scoria," although technically this
is a misnomer because scoria is associated with wulcanism. The clinker
results from burmning of lignite beds. These absorb heat from surface
oxidation; the heat is cumulative until the lignite begins to burn.

"Clinker is formed by the natural burning of lignite at its

outcrop, in which the resulting emanation of hot gases melt and
chemically change the overlying rock" (May, 195L).

Such "scoria" has a number of uses. At the Elkhorn Ranch the
path between the house and privy and the yard area by the well and

utility shed was covered with clinker. This apparently firmed up the



underfooting and reduced the amounts of mud during and after the in.

frequent rains. The surface clays are known localiy as "gumbo."
wet they form a sticky slippery mud, so that sometimes roads become.
virtually impassable for wheeled vehicles.

1
Climate.--The present climate is semiarid. There are wide

variations in temperature between the summer and winter months.
heat may exceed 100 degrees; winter thermometer readings are frequ ?.
below zero. Approximately fifteen inches of rain falls per year.
of this comes as winter snow; some as violent summer thunderstorms,
the latter occasions the Little Missouri River, cenerally a placid
slow-moving stream only a foot or two wide, becomes a raging torrent
filling its channel from bank to bank, sometimes 50 to 106 feet ac
During some winters the river freezes solid, and local residents oft
use the riverbed as a roadway. Ice jams sometimes clog the river
course causing the melt waters to overflow the channel and flood th;

higher terrace.

Flora and Fauna.--Short tough grass covers the prairies

from the badlands. Formerly this fumished graze for buffale; now
this is predominantly cattle country. In favorable places, such as
the moist river bottom, there are groves of cottonwoods as well as
various juniper, ash, and elm trees.

"Sagebrush and rabbitbrush are common., Other shrubs include
sumac, chokecherry, wolfberry, American plum, buffaloberry, dog=
wood, wildrose, and currant. Yucca and cactus are also present,
A few of the common flowers are phlox, pasqueflower, redmallow,
sunflower, coneflower, bluebell, blazing star, goldenrod, aster,
and scoria lily." (NPS Information folder).

Small animals are abundant in Theodore Roosevelt National

Memorial Park. Porcupines, chipmunks, prairie dogs, coyotes, badgers
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peavers, bobcats, cottontails, and jacurabbits are the most ccamon.

Reptiles include the horned toad, bullsnakes, adders, and the
venomous prairie rattlesnake. A blue racer had his home near the well
at the Elkhorn cabin and occasionally st.artled)n by appearing and dis-
appearing with lightning-like speed.

"The park is rich in birdlife. Magpies, hawks, falcons,
eagles, owls, woodpeckers, flickers, sparrows, larks, swallows,
buntings, wrens, orioles, flycatchers, and many other common
species are found." (NPS Information folder).

The Elkhorn Ranch buildings were located in a clearing on an
old river terrace. The terrace is amazingly flat, presenting a broad
bench along the west side of the Little Missouri. Here the river flows
northward in a broad sweeping curve. High eroded ridges form the northern
boundaries of the ranchhouse clearing. These curve eastward, pinching
off the benchland, and break off at the edges of the stream channel in
steep multicolored escarpments., Similar bluffs, although not quite as
high or rugged, form the western edge of the river canyon. There a
dense thicket of bushes, cottonwoods, juniper and sagebrush obscures the
base of the ridge. Towards the south the river bottom extends on for
one or two miles before it curves out of sight, but the canyon walls
begin to narrow a half-mile or so upstream from the ranch site. The
broad riverbed forms the eastern boundary of the clearing. Beyond
the river a bench, covered with a dense growth of cottonwoods and
shrubs extends for another guarter-mile before giving way to the steep
slopes which are the eastern edges of the river valley.

Roosevelt twice described the site where the Elkhorn buildings

were located, once in Hunting Trips of a Ranchman (1885, 15-16) and

again in more detail in Ranch Life and Hunting Trail (1889, 25-26).

William Sewall also described the location of the ranch in his Bill



Sewall's Story of T. R. (1919, 13-1L). These sources are quoted
full by Mattison (1950 and 1960).

Figure 1.

A view of the Elkhorn Ranch clearing looking towards the
east. A very careful scrutiny will reveal our excavation
of the house and barn. The base line runs between the
cottonwood trees in the middle of the clearing.




CHAPTER I11 .~
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ELKHORN RANCH

Several authors have discussed the period that Roosevelt spent—. the
in the badlands, e.g., Hagedorn 1921, Sewall 1919, Lang 1926, and re-
cently Mattison (1960) has prepared an excellent summary dealing with
the history of the buildings at the Elkhorn Site. These accounts have
proved invaluable to the archeologist as he attempted to reconstruct
the life of Roosevelt's period. Archeological interpretations are more
apt to be correct when supported by historical facts, and the artifacts
and features disclosed by excavations often round out and complete the
historical record. 1

The following sketchy summary provides an introduction and
orientation and presents a frame of reference for the excavation re-
port. Almost all of this information was drawn from Mattison (1350,
1960).

On September 7, 1883 young Theodore Roosevelt arrived at the
depot of Little Missouri, Dakota Territory. He had come to hunt
buffalo, and he hired Joe Ferris as guide to help him find the animals.
While on the hunt the men stopped at Gregor Lang's ranch some 50 miles
south of Medora, and while they were there Roosevelt and Lang had long
discussions about the future prospects for the cattle industry in the
badlands.

Before returning east with his buffalo robe Roosevelt bought

out the interests of Messrs. Hawley and Wadsworth, owners of the Maltese
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Cross ranch. He entered into an agreement with Sylvane Ferris and
William Merrifield who were to operate the ranch for him.

In November of 1883 Roosevelt was elected to the New York Sg
Assembly. In February of 188L he suffered a great personal blow
his wife and mother died within 2 few hours of each other. Theres
Roosevelt decided to make further investments and tc occupy himself
with the cattle business. With this in mind, after serving as a d
gate at the Republican National Convention in Chicago, he returned teo
Medora and began to expand operations at the Maltese Cross.

During the summer of 188l Roosevelt took steps to establish
another ranch in the badlands. Howard Eaton probably suggested the
second site to him. It was a beautiful open park on the Little Missoy
River about 35 miles north of Medora. Roosevelt called the new spreat
the Elkhorn after a set of locked antlers that lay on the site. He
persuaded Wilmot Dow and William Sewall, two former Maine guides and '
woodsmen, to come out as foremen of his new venture.

Sewall and Dow began work on the ranch structures in the au
of 1884 and contimued through the winter months into 1885. During thi
period the men lived in a small rectangular room dug into the slope of
the riverbank. The Elkhorn buildings were completed in the early
mer of 1885. The ranch house was one of the finest in the badlands.
For the next several years this was the center of Roosevelt's activi=-
ties and he describes the Elkhorn as the "home ranch.,"

During 1885 and 1886, aided by good grass and a mild winter,
Roosevelt's ranching operations reached their peak. However, during
the summer of 1886 a great many southern ranchers, who had just strug-
gled through a bad winter, moved their stock northward onto the Dakota

range. In the Medora area it was a dry year, and range conditions were

poor.
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In late summer of 1586 Rocsevelt retumed to New York where
he ran for mayor of New York City but‘as defeated. At about that
time Sewzll and Dow decided to get out of the cattle business and with
their families they returned to Maine in September.

Roosevelt turned over the management of the Elkhomn to Merri-
field and Ferris, his partners in the Maliese Cross operations. It
appears that the Elkhorn was occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Jack Tisdale and
George Myers during the following winter of 1886-1887.

In December of 1886 Roosevelt married Edith Carow, and the
couple spent several months touring England and the continent.

In the badlands the winter was harsh and deep snows mantled the
range. The snow was followed by a period of thawing, then the tempera-
ture plunged to subzero and stayed there. An icy impenetrable crust
formed over the sparse grass. Cattle died by the thousands. According
to the tax records for Pillings County Theodore Roosevelt paid taxes
on sixty percent fewer cattle in 1887 than he dié¢ in 1886.

After the misfortunes which he suffered in that terrible winter
Roosevelt's trips to his Dakota ranches became less frequent. For a
few years he tried to recoup his losses. He probably maintained both
ranches, and until 1890 the Elkhorn was the center of his operations.

During much of 18687 both Mr. and Mrs. Merrifield and George
Myers were at the Elkhorn; Merrifield remained there until late in 1890.
Sylvane Ferris was also at the ranch in March of 18%90.

Anna Roosevelt, Robert M. Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas
Robinson, George Cabot Lodge, and Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt
visited the Elkhorn in the late summer of 1890. The ranch was aban-

doned soon after that visit. In March of 1891 Merrifield and Ferris
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dissolved their partnership. In the sumer of 1892 Roosevelt wrote

Sewall that he had visited the Elkhom and found it intact but that

made him melancholy to see it deserted.

In 189k, after President kMcHinley appointed him Assistant Se
retary of the Navy, Roosevelt wrote Ferris that he had decided to di
pose of his cattle the next year. In 189%, after the Spanish Amerie
War began and Roosevelt became a Lieutenant Colonel of the "Rough
Riders," he sold his holdings to Sylvane Ferris. Probably the trans
included the Elkhorn ranch buildingse.

In 1895 or 1896 when W-Bar (Wibaux) cowboys visited the rang
they found the buildings still standing, but within the next few
they had all disappeared. The cabinets, shelving, door and window
frames appear to have been solc for salvage in Medora. Heighboring-_;
ranchers took such logs and lumber as they could use. The idea ‘
the logs were swept away by floods does not seem too likely. Arche=
clogical evidence suggests that the barn and utility shed were des-
troyed by fire.

Mr. J. H. Reid reported that in 1901 when he established his
ranch a short distance from the site of the Elkhorn structures every
scrap of the buildings, except for a couple of half-rotted foundatios
had disappeared.

In 1519 one of Roosevelt's biographers, Hemmann Hagedomn,
taken to the Elkhorn site by Sylvane Ferris and A. W. Merrifield.
located the foundation stones of the ranch house and took photograph
of the builcding area.

After the National Park Service acquired the property in 19_
Ray H. Mattison undertook to definitely locate and verify the exact

site on which the Elkhorn ranch structures had been located. To do
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this Mattison interviewed pioneer residents in the ares, ccerresponded
with many others, and by physical search sought to find the locale
shown in photographs taken by Roosevelt and later appearing in Hage-
dem's pictures. Mattison's successful work was reported in 1950.

By 1957 the National Park Service's Mission 66 expansion pro-
cram had begun. A diorama of the Elkhorn Ranch was planned for in-
clusion in the new visitor's center which was to be built in Medora
as a part of the Mission 66 program. Archeological information was
needed to supply data for the display as well as to verify Mattison's
location. EBeaubien was given a limited time and few funds to find
out the locations and relationships of the buildings.

, Beaubien's excavations, reported to the National Park Service
in 1957, were partially successful. Within his limited time Besubien
had located the dugout and the blacksmith shop. He had found and ex-
cavated Roosevelt's famous circular horse corral, and he had uncovered
part of what later turned out to be the barmm. Beaubien's work indi-
cated that more intensive archeological investications were desirable,
especially if reconstruction were planned. Other buildings were known
to have been present. The barn could not be found, and the relation-
ships of the features were far from clear.

Thus in 1959 further archeological research was authorized.
This is reported here, and, we believe that it is now possible to
visualize the entire oricinal Elkhorn Ranch layout.

It is hoped that the next step will be reconstruction of these

buildings.
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CHAPTER IV

EXCAVATION PROCEDURES

Very little surface debris remained to mark the locations of
the Elkhorn Ranch buildings. In keeping with the custom of the t
ranchers who could use logs, lumber, or even whole small buildings
simply took them from abandoned homesteads or ranches. That is un
edly what happened to the Elkhorn structures. In fact, Mattison foun
2 couple of pioneer residents who had contributed to their disappear=-
ances. In 19L9 Mr. William Neuens told Mattison that he had helped
haul some of the original buildings away from their location. MNr.
Henry Waltz stated that he "tore down the buildings, including the
ranchhouse, and removed them from the ranch" (Mattison 1950, 2L-25).

It seems quite likely that the barn and utility shed were
burned, but it is possible that most usable timbers had already been
removed before the fire. During the years since the ranch was occupis
blow sand, grass and other plants have covered the ranch clearing.
Nine large foundation stones, partially buried, marked the place w
the ranch house had stood. In addition to the foundation the rock-1ii
well still remained, but it was choked with an accumulation of bould
debris, and sand.

Beaubien's excavations enabled us tc see outlines of the dug=
out and the horse corral. The swathes made by his road grader were
still visible, and we could see an occasional crumbling post butt ex=

posed in these cuts.

15
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In a sense our excavations at the Zlhhorn Ranch site might be
considered as an example of problem-oriented archeology. Our objec-
tives were clearly defined. We were to find the subsurface remains of
all the ranch buildings, outline, map and photograph them, and finally
we were to mark each structure so that it could be easily relocated for
future reconstruction. The search, i.e, finding the sites where former
buildings had been located, presented us with our most difficult problem.

The Theodore Roosevelt collections included at least six photo-
graphs of the Elkhorn taken by the fommer president when he was at the
ranch during 1885 or 1886, These pictures were invaluable, but also
sometimes they were infuriating to a temporarily frustrated archeolo-
gist. Photographs showed us how the buildings had appeared and some
of their relationships. Some trees were still recognizable. Hut dis-
tances were cgreatly distorted, and some photos showed only an isolated
bit of the spread. However, the pictures were a constant check; every
structure and fence post was referred back to the photographs and had
to be made to fit into the scenes shown there.

At first we were able to procede from the known to the unknown
as we exposed the buildings. A corral and the rectangular dugout showed
in Beaubien's maps, and although he had not completely excavated it,
Beaubien had already found the blacksmith shop for us. Foundation ——
stones marked where the cabin had stood, and a shallow depression sug- l“
gested where we should dig to find the cellar. . =

Unfortunately we had no such clues as to the location of the
barn and utility sheds--only pictures of isolated buildings with cor-
rals or fences around them. The National Park Service had fumnished

us with a metal detector, and we diligently plodded back and forth



across the area north of the house. We rezsoned that the barn should
contain & clustering of nails, bits of harmess parzphernalia, perhaps
cans or other bits of metal that would register on the detector. We

located and dug up dozens of isolated scraps of iron. Once we found a
fairly large area that set our detector to buzzing. We were most en-
thusiastic until we discovered that we were outlining an arez where a
neichboring rancher had placed two salt cakes the preceding winter.

Another technique that we used in an effort to find the barn

outbuildings was the exploratory trench., In the case of the bam, when
the trench encountered vertical posts it was extended outwards as far
necessary to include the whole structure. The trenches which were dug
in an effort to find where the privy had stood revealed nothing, and
these were extended until we had dug up most of the arez north of the
house. We never did positively locate the privy.

One other factor helped immeasurably in our attempts to outline
the corrals. This was the fact that when Sewall and Dow laid out the
fence lines they set vertical posts at almost exactly ten-foot inter-
vals. Once we had established the pattern by uncovering & couple of
posts we could predict where the next one would be. The only diffi-
culty was at corners where fence lines turned off at an angle.

We located features by means of trenches, stopping or expanding
the trenches whenever anything unusual was encountered. Our technique
for excavating the buildings was essentially simply to peel off the
overburden down to former floor levels, then later to cut down through
the floors. The remains of most of the buildings, semments of founda-
tion logs and floor surfaces, lay from four to eight inches below the
current surface.

Within the ranch house, after we had cut through the cellar
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depression, we were able to see where the cellar walls had been and
were able to follow them down. In doing this we cleared out the fill
within the cellar.

Our excavations uncovered crumbling pieces of the £0undation—,
logs in the blacksmith shop and house. In the cellar we found wooden
flooring, partitions, benches, and heavy supporting beams and timbers.
Ye made every effort to preserve the wood for photographs and to show
to interested visitors. We tried various acrylitic and plastic sprays
without much success and finally resorted to treating the wood with a

solution of paraffin, melted in gasoline. The latter technique pro-

duced the most satisfactory results. \

Mapping.--In 1957 Beaubien had established 2 base line between
two big cottonwood trees. Iron pipes, sunk into the ground, marked the
ends of the baseline (Drawing #NMP-TR 3043). Although this line did
not run in a north-south direction, it was a convenient line of reference,
and all of our maps were oriented from it. In using Beaubien's baszline
1 defined the south end at the base of a tree as my zero point and
marked the line off into ten, twenty, or fifty-foot intervals as became
necessary. IThus all of my features lay north of zero, i.e., so many
feet out along the baseline, With the instrument and tapes we esta-
blished one large grid system over the blacksmith shop and the cabin
area. The grid was expanded as we found new features to map. In our
grid system everything lay east of the baseline; I was able to desig-
nate easily the locus of anything in the site.

We ran a series of elevations over the site area. Except for
the cellar depression (1.63 ft. deep) the river terrace was remarkably
flat, The surface elevations varied less than az foot over the site

area.
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During the digging each day's excavations, along with items

that we found, were plotted on a large scale (1 inch equals 5 feet)
flat map.




CHAPTER V
THE STRUCTURES

In 1957 the Regional Archeologist fully excavated two struc-
tures and partially dug two others. In the discussion which follows
most data about the dugout and the circular horse corral are taken from
Beaubien's report (1957). Our excavations did not include either of
these features. Beaubien's information on the blacksmith shop and
what he called "the cowshed" supplements data from our own explorations
and has contributed substantially to the following reconstructions.

The Dugout.--To the best of my knowledge there are no adequate
descriptions of this building. The general outlines of Beaubien's
excavations are shown in our map of the blacksmith shop area. Beau-
bien's photographs (NPS numbers 17020 and 17021) show details of the
wall, and his map (NMP-TR 30L43) shows the general relationships of the
dugbut to other buildings. The dugout is also shown in one of Theodore
Roosevelt's photographs (Figure 2). This was the first structure to
be built on the Elkhorn and was probably intended only as temporary
housing. :

According to Sewall's letters by August 25, 188l Sewall and Dow
had finished and moved into the "shack" or "the den."™ The men lived in
this small one-roomed building during the following autumm and winter
until the ranch house was finished in the Spring of 188s.

The room was dug into the sloping face of the river bank so

that earth surrounded the walls on most of three sides. The one exposed






