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I recently came across the enclosed letter in the Illinois Archimss
in Springfield. It is a part of the Phillip ‘elshimer 0011ection;—IJ1;&tht*———

Typ. e
that perhaps you misght be interested in it. — Maint
As you can tell, it seems to mention a brief struggle on Deﬁﬁ@é%ﬁsépth

before the actual battle began on December 31st. The 21st Illincis, it
seems took part in the struggle, It is of interest to me because of the
Thomas Ashmore which .'elshimer mentions as having been one of the first,
if not the first man killed, on December 30th. According to the Illinois
A.- G. Report, the other men are listed as having died on the 31lst, but
Ashmore on the 30th, This Ashmore, as well as two others, all cousins from
the small town of Oakland, Illinois were all at itones River. Thomas and John were
killed and Hezekiah was wounded.(in the big toe). John was killed on the 31lst,
Also from Oakland, and a brother to an uncle by marriage, Wesley Hoge was
killed on the 31st.
I have photographs of Thomas Ashmore, John Ashmore and Hezekiah
Ashmore that I would be glad to have copies made and send to you id you
would be interested. I also have copies of the certificates for both Ashmores
and a letter attesting to Hoge's death signed by Welshimer.
The names mentioned in the letter and specifics about them are:

William Kersett - Neoga, Illinois - killed

John Kedfern - Prairie City, Illinecis - killed

Wesley Hoge - Oakland,Illinois - killed

William Furgason - Mattoon, Illinois - killed

Sgt. Sam #¥ilson - Neoga, Illinois - wounded

James Sell - Neoga, Illinois - wounded

Colunbus Halbrook - Prairie City, Illinois -]founded : 3

Thomas Robinson - Neoga, Illinois - died of #&fWes 2/13/63

Allen Gorden - Prairie City, Illinois %

Yiallace Buchanan - Prairie City, Tlling
reenlisted as a veteran

John Maynard,- Neoga, Illinois died of
wounds 2/28/6%

Dock's brother had to be Samuel
Albin — Cao.D = 2lst [llineic
of ilewman, Illinois -~ killed
at -tones ziver 12/31/62
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I neglected to mention that the ishmore men are all great-great uncles
of mine, and zrandsons of a Samuel .shmore who fought in inew Orleans with

.ndy Jackson. There were 10 cousins and an uncle involved from Oakland,
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