Houston Sept 29 1861
Friend Ned

I am well at this time and Ln good speaneis

I have had a bad thumb

‘This 48 the {inst wrniting Zthat I have been able to do

We take up the Zine of march in the morning

we have 95 men in our compeZy

all with a fiew exceptionakyentﬁem

thene 48 great excitement in galvesiton

some of our boyes went down day before yesternday and
retunned yesitenrnday

they say that therne is exspectee tite times 4in .that place
2 volontears of that place desented yesterday and started
out to the blockade in a Litile sailboat and wene soo0n
over taken and brought back and 1 necond are houng by Zhis
Zime

there 48 now ofthern vessal at galveston but the one that
has been there alf Zhe whilfe but they are exspecting
Linkonits to por in by Zhousands every hour

I didnot think that 1 would write Zo you ZilL I got %o
Neworleans but 1 thought I woul drop you Lthese fiew Lines
to Let you know that I had not forgoi you

when 1 got to stning panrarne Capi King had 40 men on the
acont of Colo Carters redgement being broke up
Concequencely we foined Capt Harniss compeny of Waco

We got finst Lentuunant 1 ondenly and §irsi corple Ln the
compeny King 4is Lieu Freeman orndly + myself conple

Ned excuse my writing and spelling

my Zthumb is s0 that 1 hardly can wrife

N B we belong to Colonel Lubbuc + Teres regement Texas
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rangens

Ned T have nothing monre of Aimportance Zo write you

I am shaim of what I have wrifen

I wifl wnite 2o you agane atf Newore 4if I have Zime
ALL the boyes that you hngw arne alf well and in fine
spinets o

In the moaning we bid fare welf Zo Texas

Ned remember me 4§ I never see you a gane

I shall all ways thank Zhat you were my gfriend

give my Dear Ann all Zthe consolatfion you can and keep
her from geting down spireted

yours unitill death

tell Houston Hannson Jack and all of my friends zthat

1 am night on Zhe goos

E H Ross
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Lake Chanles Lousana Oc 6 1861
: Dean Wife

I am é6 dayes zﬁauai §rom houston
. T Zraveled 85 miles éy hailrode Lo Burmoni
there we took watern on a boat
we traveled 85 miles to NibLens bLuf and there we took
§oot pashedg ;
.
we have travled 4 dayes and have travled 50 miles
Zoday 44 sonday :
£aéx'nighz we had a hevey radin
Zoday zhe teams anre boging every 50 yds
the Zeams anre getiing very mutch weaired
the oficer of the compenyes talk Lf he cant do now bettenr
that he will Leave Zhe wagon and pack the mules Zhrew
therne is a great deal of s4icness in our compeneys
some Little complaint among some of the boyes that Left
with us but nothing sernious :
I am harty and weff and has been all thé while fore which
I am humuly fthankful o god
Lherne ane 285 men Lin our compeneys
the Lasi devision of the Lubbock + Teares nredgement
we have 100 milLes to go a foot and then we are don walken
T will wrnite to you 4in Neworleans Lif not soonexn
T will wrnite to you every chance
I am 4in good spinets and am getting a Long 4in Zhe compeney
fine
f have as many friends as any body
thenre 448 but one thing that trulfbles me and that {s Leaveing
you and the childnren
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4§ 1 could see you and the chilfdren this morning how
happy T would bee

well 1 must bring my Leittern Zo a close

my compeny 446 Leaveing me

bee of good chen and pnag\éo& me

I shalf never fonrget you énd Zhe children

when T wiadite a gane 1 will give all the penticulanes
of my travels

give my hespects to all my friends

yours untill death

E H Ross
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Newonleans Oct 13 1861
Friend Ned Dean Sin

I seat my self down o drop you a fiew Lins to Let you
know how 1 am something of my travels

we fLanded hen from houston 4in 15 dayes

grom houston we Landed at NibbZen bLuff in 2 dayes thene
we fLwok Lt a foot 125 miﬂaz

the § day at ndight 1 was Zaken ver sick vomiting and
nuing o4 of Zth bowles

the next day they wanted me to nide in zthe sick wagon
but 1 sesested and walked on 2 dayes forney and thought
I was getting well

the second day in the eaveding 1 %ahan a very hard chill
and high fevonr

it 45 useless for me 2o thy to tell you how mutch I have
suffered for 3 dayes

I had what zhe doctor called Zhe plunisen but to day thank
god T am ablfe %o get a bout and am clear of all deseas
buz T have the sworest mouth and nowes of any pore felow
you ever say

oun route that we ftraveled a foot was fusit as bad as

you can amagedn

it was a Low §Lat marshey contenrye

it naned 4 on 5 dayes on us while in thenre

we had § wagons fore 3 compeney

6 wagons to hatl Zhe bagedg

2 to hall the sick

the boyes that Left oun nedighboorhood are all well except

Bob McCann
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the wagon caught his Leg between the wheel and body and
broused it very bad but not senious

I hope we expect to Leave Neworleans Zhis eaving

oun destination Lousivill Kanefucky

all the eyes of excitement Ls tunned there

some or some of Zh boyes are glad some are not pleased
but it all amounts fo the same we befong to the southexrn
confedracy now

thene was a Little §ight tuck place on Zhe 17 inst between
the great boat that géu have heard 50 mutch a bout that
was bilz hearnin Neworleans

Lt 48 known hean as the tuntle

she nun afowl of the blLockadeing squadiron Last satunday
fon hean ginst attemped

Lthe ginst pass she made was to run right sirnate in to one
of the vessals about 20 {eet and é&n& hean and all abonred
excepl those Zhat ware accidently picked up

she then tuck a small prise and some Zhing got The maitten
with hean nuning geans and had to retuin to Neworln

I necon she is th masten vesel in th world

I saw hean myself at a distant an& all fhe descrnipthat 1
can give you of hear is that she L8 fust in the shape of
a tirntle back-

I could sea some bruises that they made on hear in the
f§4ight

she was tryed with with the best guns that ofd Lincon had
Well Ned I have given you alf th news that 1 have

1 would be glad %o see you and Miss Graham and afl the
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children
I want you to show this Letten Zo Houston and tell him

that T will wnite to him the {firnst opporntuny
give him my Love and hrespects
Ned remember the promes that you miad me

Zhe next Leitten that 1 wrnife Lo you 1 will be able to fLet
you know wheare Zo wraite to me

give my Love to all inquineding friends and receirve a
double potion to youn selg
yourns untill death

E H Ross
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Enclosed <in Letten Oct 13 1861
Zo frdiend Ned

Dearn Ann

I am well this moaning alfl but a sore mouth and nose

1 have wnitten Zo you This L& the 3 time since 1 Zeft
the finst in closed my Likeness which doubt you have got
beforne Lthis Lime

I am in as good spinets as could bee expected haveing -
been sick and am so0fening som with my mouth yet 1 hope
when you get these Lines that they may find you and the
children allf well and in fine spirets

Ann how glad 1 wou bee Zo see you and the chifdren

1 have plenty of aples oranges and every els that a man
can find Lthe money to pay fore

I never eat anything of this knid but what I think of
you an tﬁe children

tell Faithen and Mother that I have not forgot tﬁem yet
but the reson that 1 have not written to them was that
you are 50 close that 1 thought one would surfise all
Lell all my griends that 1 have as yet had but Lititle
chance of wniting yet

we have since we Left Houston have been nearnly all the
Zime on a forse manrch

we will only stay in Houston one day and 2 nights

my dearests Ann rnemember me at a Zhroen of Brace

I sees not to pray §or you

Sarah Jane bee a good ginf mind what yourn maw tell you

-David ALLen bee a good Little boy Ztell no stories mind

you maw



William Canell Eee a good Little boy untill paw comes
mind your maw my son

T will wnrite to you a gane s00n

I can Let you know then where 1 will be station an wil
nendevous at Nashvill Tennysee

s0 T will bring my Letfer Zo a close 40 fadlr you wekll
fore a while

1 remain your husban and undying griend untill death
shall seperate us

E H Ross

N B you can wrife o me anytime by sending your Lettens fhué
Houston Texas Harnnison Company Terry regment in care 0f

E H Cushon (I have fust Leaaned this)

(2)
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Bolfdongreen Kentuck Oct 27 1861
Deasr Ann

I am only in Zolerable health

I have not got intinely oven the spef that 1 had before
I got to Neworleans

I have a ketch in my side that Zroubles me verny muteh tho
I am able Zo do duty thoe 1 have reson fo thank god that
At 45 as well with me as At A3

I have had a Long and tirnesom Zrnip from Neworleans to
Lthis place

we Zraveled 5 dayes and nights on the cares and Zhe only
means that we had of sLeeping was on oun seets

the boyes complain mitely of Zhe hard times but I have
seen a greail deal harden times than 1 have seen yet

we are now at the seet of waxn

we are Ln 50 on 60 miles of Zhe enemy which &4 cead %o
be advancin on uwus in 3 directions

that it is only con}ectun

there is nowbody that knows but the spyes and our head
officens

there is said fo bee 50 on 60 thoughsand troops heaxr
revdovosed hear now and new recruits comeing in everyday
the enemy is said to bee at Least §0 thoughsand

now one can telf anything about the numbens

the hole woods are covered in troops and from all parts
0f the contery

I have not seen any body yet that I new before only those
that came from Texas

there 45 a compiny hear from Miss DeSoto Cty but I have

not seen any of them yet
tl



we have Zo have a pas to go any whene in the camps

we 4in campet hear Late yestenday evening and 1 have not
been about mutch gat‘

thene 48 now telling when we will Leave hean

hean is the battlegrond Zhat is in view by boath panties
if 80 we will Leave what is Reft of us aften the battle
Af thene 44 not a battle fought hean we will Leave in

Zhe coiée 0f 2 weeks

1 gues there 48 a nother great batilfe going on in Vinginey
they have been fighting some 4 dayes

At 448 said that the southean people had killed som 25
thousand and oun Loss is not known but Lt Ls uncertan
about the news hean as well as in Texal(s)

thoe Lt 4is centan that thene {4 a batitle going on there
Lf I had of had the money 1 could have wenZ by youn Paws
I\aom threw holly springs

1 wrote him a Leften from grand function ftenysee and whofe
Lo him to wnite to me at this place

Dearn Ann 1 have given you all Zhe news that 1 have got

we have thousand of Zhe finesit aples

we by them at 5 cents a dosan

they ane all ate up that is close abot the mane arma

they ane haled to us by the nigexns

1 have the pown cake that you gave me when 1 starfed yet
1 am going to eat it in the moining

bea& wife you and the children are on my mind in all of
my wakefull hours thoe Qe are a meny a mild a part

oun sepernation 4is all that keeps me from being a happy

man (2}



1 dont think from presant ci&dumétanceé that 1 wilf come
home before next spring
do the best you can and manage youn buznes just Like you
had no husband atal '
Octoben 23 :
1 did not §inish my Letter Last night during the night 1
suffered with my side
it was somthing that T have had before
I am not sick with L& but Lt {8 a ketch Ain my side that
stops my breath and causes vern much phone
that T am able yetf Lo go about this moianding
we have a nornther up in Kentucky which makes LLf worse
on mé hene
when you get Zhis Letten call zthe children all togethen
and hug and hiss iham.ﬁan me and give them all Zhe good
advise you can :
I am going to wnite to friend ned Houston and Laughlin
and father s0 if any of them donot a Lettern they may know
Zthat it has been misplaced
1 want them all to write Zo me
1 want you fo waite me a Letflen with younr own hand Lif 4%
takes you a week and T will know with your hand write all
are getting afong and how you have got along up to this
time and how the stock is doding and how you have enjoyed
yournself since 1 Legt
wiite to me about all the Little things that has taken
place among the children
Dean Ann pray fon me that 1 may do my camps duty as a
shoulden of Chnist
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I am Zrying to Live the Rife of a chanistian tho 1 have
not seen any rneljourns exencise in Line yel

A1 apeans that all the wicked of the Land are here

to all humon apearance the trnoops are all in fine spirits
and are afl keen for a fight and all as a jenernal thing
healthy

young Freeman that stayed all night with us a few nights
before T Left L8 my mess mate

we sfeep togethen these nights and he is a cleane nice
young man and a good and particularn faiend 0§ mine

1 have plenty of good and kind friends in my mess

the boys that Left with me are afl well but Bob McCann
“he got his Leg hurt by the wagon between Niblens BRuff
and New Ibery and he has nct been able to walk on it
since tho 1 think he will be up Lin a few days

1 Qizﬂ wniéa to Ned tomorrow

I may be abfe fto give him something new

one day may bring about a many a new zthing

we have ﬁoz recdeve any thing grom the govement yet but
we will be able to get any fthing we need

- may tﬁe Lord bless you and preserve you grom all dangern
and harm that may chance to assaif you and Lf we nevexn
meet on this earnth a gane that we may meet in heaven there
to compose a family whose sepernations sorrow and troubles
shall foreven have an end L5 my prey

yours unitil death
: E H Ross

NB back youn Lettens 1 change it
Bowling Green Kentuck Capt Hanises Company Terry regimenit

Texas nangens

(4)



Bowling Green Kentucky O0ct 23 1s¢
Friend E W Graham
Dear Friend

I can sa %o you zhat-I am well one Zime more for which 1
am beny thankfull to the great giver of all good and the
preseanven of all Lives

1 hope when you get these Lines that they may find you
and family in the Like enjoyment

I have wniten a Letten o Ann that you will see giving all
the niews Lf 4t be niews at all

but it is Sonday and a Leasure time with me and 1 thought
Zo give you a fLew yourns

we havent had no fight yet _

the excditement is dieng away and 1 think if we get a
f4ight we will have Zo aftact ourselves

ourn arma L4 mostly hear at ﬁdwiiug Green yet _

At seems that the Baren niven is Zhe Line between the 2
armayes :

our (s)couts goes to the riven and thenescouts comes to
the niven on Zhe othen side

I guess 2 weeks ago we thought that they would be on us
every day but I have given them out coming at all but
sXLLL 1 cant tell the intention of the movement of our arma
I cant tell anything about

1 think that they arat Leasit that has been fhe talk that
they aimes to winter in Lousville the place that Harnison
has now Ain pernsesion

there 438 hean in camp about 75 men 350 men gon ouf on a
scout and the balance of a thousand are 4in the hospital

in difenent plLaces some in Nasvill some herne and some at

[3]



pavit places

Cap King L& 8tLiLL unable %o atiend to his comping

I have not got Zo go-out on a scout yet

noe man of our compiny and now I cant Lell when when we
will go being nearly all sick

out of 90 men therne is oﬁﬁg 30 4n camp officens and altl
there desese is meseasle and §Llux

I am speaking of our own compiny and regement

unkle fef has give me a very good horse one closebodice
coal one overn shirnt one pean of pants one pear of boots
one pear of socks and one blankeet and now oams yet

1 Lafe and tell the bogeg that have nun that they intend
Lo make cooks of us boyes that have now arms

Ned T have goi %o bee the best cook that you ever saw

to my phracitice

1 have washed one time and 1 made my shinte s0 white that

the boys all Laught at me and said that it would not do
for a soulder to wear as white shinte as that so you may
guess that 1 made a good job of it

I have gon threw many viéiaétudaévoé Life since 1 saw you
Ned and 1T Long Zfo see the time that 1 will get back to

Lo Tei

I would give any thing now that 1 have fo just bee one
time more placed back on my own s0il in my belved coufery
and a mong my friends

I do not want you to unde&étqnd me to say Zthat 1 am o
that 1 have been deceved or that 1 have Lost any of my
patritism

we have pfenty to eate and fine tents and arne all well

(2)



carned for but Lt Ls Leaving my wife and childrnen but 1
recon that 1 stand iL as well as ang that you ever saw
I believe that I have had the blues the Least of any of
my compiny

it has been snowing today

we have but Little settled wether in this contry abomus
0f nane

4§ you see Momphard tell him that Dick 44 in Nashvill at
the hospital sick with the measle but doing very well
the Last accont McCan Benn Johnson Sawls is also Zhene
Sawls went %o wadlt on the balance

Benn Johnson 45 very bad

Ned T want you o write Zo me all the rest of the boys
are géiiing Lettens from home and 1 have noi got a word
§rom home yeZ non from any of my griends

I want you and Ann Lo cend me at Least ‘2 Letfens a month
it would afournd me the most consolation in the world %o
hean from home oa from any of my friends .

you may have whrifen and the Letffterns may have been miss
placed

I will wrnite to you and Ann every 2 weeks

You will dinect yourn Lettens thus when you waite Zo me
E H Ross Capt Kings Compt Terrys regement Texas Rangens
and its place of destination for instant Bowling Green
Kentucky

borhaps when you get this Letten Ann may bee atf Fathens
I want you %o see

I have Letfter to inclose boath in the same envolope %o

save expence and maby between the 2 Letterns you may find

(3)
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Bowfing Green Kenfuchy
October 27

Dean Fathen and Mothen
it L8 with pleasune that T am able %o drop you a Rines
this Sabboth moaning Zo Let you know wear T am and how 1
am geting a Long
1 am at Bowling gnreen Kentucky at Zhe seat of wan in this
state
there is from the best information that 1 can get thexre
L5 som 50 orn 60 Zhousand Zroops on boath s4ids
times is verny excditing and we hear a great ma(n)y things
hear Lin camps
Zherne has been but one Little shinmish §ight and that tuck
place yesterday
killed and tuck 16 prisons
there was a §4ight tuck place at £eaé.biag in Virginda
oun 3055 200 thene Loss 1600 .
Kentucky is mosly devided nornth and south thoe night
round Bowling gree(n) there is buf fiew union men
Zhe f4inst negement that got hear shot a union §Lag ofg of
Lthe £top of the ingion hous s0 you may see that there has
been a chang hean
our rules are very sindici
we are not aloud to go out of camp with out a Lawful excuse
we thought when we wene coming hear that we would have been
in a battle before this time
Qe wene transfered hear in a hurey but I cant tell aney
thing about 4% know
everything 4is kept dark from the souldexr

the Last devision of oun negement has not necieved there



arms gei 60 1 guess we willd noX go 4in Zo battle tilf we
get them at Reast

I undenstand grom Zhe Colonel this morning that we would
Leave at Least in 27 weeks

we Landed hear § dayes ago afier a fateging travel of 5
dayes and nights from new orleans

there was such a rush of froops to this place that it

was a dificult maitern Zo get cans for trhanspotation except
open cans

5 nights we rode on cans Zhat were open and very cold and
drdizling dé rane

we all caught bad colds and all not over it yet

since (I) comenced writing it was announced that there

was preeching 4n camps

I Leff off wniiing and went to preeching and heard a good
old fashion sermant aften neturning 1 go to writing

we ane fairing well as yet in Kentuck

the goverment furnishes us with meat and bred shoughenr

and coffee nice some molasses ginerally pikLe pork and
bacon pickle beef and some fresh beef and then they hatl
in eveny day all kinds of vegitables Zhat we can by at the
Lowest price Lo wit

aples 50 cts pen bushel turnups 25 pen bush cabag at 2 1/2
Lo 5 cents pen head beeils and every thing els that a man
would want orn could wish

T will kow give you a sketch of my thavels from home Zo
New Onleans

I went from hom strait to houston

thene we stayed a week



on Monday week aftern T Left home we started for Vinginey
travled 1 day on cares all day fravling 85 miles

night found us at Boumont a Little Zown on the Naches in
which we stayed all night

Nest morning we set sale for Newibery 4in Loudisana which
place we neched fLate in Zhe eveng a disitance o4 90 on 100
miles

in this dayes travel we passed Zhrew the sabeen Lake which
was a butiful Lake

one side 1 could not see Land on the ofthern side we nun
close to Land

we stayed at Newibery all night and next day tifL Late in
the evending

we got all of our wagons gured up and Loded

we started norn Newibery

N B if was Niblins bluf that we Landed at and know we
started forn the town above menchend

on this noute we travled 12 dayes afoot

Zhere was 3 compenys

we had 8§ wagons 2 wagons to the compeny and 2 to hall the
sick

8 days 1 got sick and 1 had Lo be hawled Zhe balance of
the way threw and 1 have not been entinely well since
thou 1 feel more Like getting well to day than 1 have felt
An som time thoe 1 have been ablfe to go about all the
while but to the nout that we had to travel oven it was
Low fLat marnshey contrey at Least half under watexn

wagons would bog somiimes every 100 yds

we ftravelfed 3 days and Lei Lhe mexicans work therne one way

(3)



sometimes they would have 50 miles fo one wagon

the 4 day each capt Zuck his men and fowlfored his wagon
and Lt would mine down

they would push it out and s0 they manage and threw boots
avid shoes away skared but milling when there feet would
getl sone .

they would cut there feet going barefooted and a great
many wore oul there boots and then wore out there feet
the waten was from half Leg Zo half thigh dep and we
wasant dry from morning £iLL night

those ane some of the particulans in getting to Newibery
thene we fuck waten on aplenty but our capi got Zhe capin
§orn his compony and a buck for all his sick men and T was
one of that numbex

1 dont think 1 slept 2 houns the hale

my not being accustom Lo sleeping where there was any
racket

in fact I dont Zhink for Zhe {inst three weeks that 1
average 3 houns a night from the nattle and bustle of
things that was a rouse me

the next moaning found us at Beashearcity 84 miles grom
New orfeans

thene we got abord on the cares and starnted for Zhat
great place Neworleans

and night found us therne and here we stayed 2 days and
nights

I never was s0 mistaken in a place in my Life

1 can go to Comeron and by things cheper than 1 can 4in

Newonleans
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thoe 1 recon that things L8 quite different now to what
it was a few yeans a go

I guess you will yet see hard times more than you have
ever been for this nreason

everywhere 1 have been dry goods 4s scarse and very high
much more s0 Lthan Ln Texas and 1 guess that they will be
higher Zhere than they ever now

the weathen 45 tolernable cold here now we have had frost
douptless you have heard what compty I went in howeven 1
will tell you when I got o Kings his comptny had break
up paritly owing Colonel Carterns negiment being full
thertn s0 King had made arangement as Texas rangers sc
that 4is where 1 am and Zhe regiment that we belong to and
we willf to go to bregina and when we got Zo Newornlfean Zhe
ondens was conter manded and we wenre cent Kentuck

At 46 thought that the great batile will be fought hear
in ihié conthey |

we can get the news hear from richmond in about halg the
time as you canrgef At An any ozhe& state

I want you to wrnite fto me just as soon as you get these
Lines

dinect youn Letffen to Bowling green Kentucky Capt King
Comp Tennys regiment Texas rangerns and it will be ceatain
Lo go night

the boat mastens will bee instructed fordethem fo us
where ever we may bee

I want you Lo wrile Zo me and Let me know whether 1 have
any connections in Kentucky or not and if 50 where they

are and who they ane

(5)



1 want you to remember Ann and Zhe children

1 want you to cend this to Laughlin and James Surver and
tell them that 1 wiff cend them a Leten soon

pLeas Lok over my orcuned and ramblen seate in blotehed
and scnabled up Lettern for 1 have a bad peen bad papern
and have to write on my knee and 12 men 4in my mess and
they all round me talking and Laughin

I must bring my Letften to a close

I want you and mother fo nemember me when Lt goes

well 1 wish to be nemembered by all my §riend

give my Love and nespcits fo all who may inquire aﬁték me
take care 04§ Ann and the children

your afectionat son uniill death

E H Ross
NB bee careful about directing your Letiens
E H Ross Bowlinggreen Kentuck Capt King Compitny

Terneys rnegement Texas rangehrs

(6)
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they would evan wave there hankenchief s0 fure off at us
that we could hardely see them but when we saw them we Let
them now who we wene by our yells s0 we have been heaxn 10
dayes

thene 45 a gheat excitement heakr

times 48 tite hean .

oun pickets wene attacked Last night 4 killLed § wonde
g&eat excitement this morning a fLight is expected scon

4l 46 sadid that oun pickets were fired apon by 8§00 Likonits
in & miles of our camp

2 rnegements has manched by oun (camp) this morning that

was camped close to us the objeec which I know not
evernything 4s kept dark from the pryvet

4L 45 sadld that the enemy is close by and that a fight is
inefitable

they that Legt this moaning Leff with out there bagage
napsac on there back with a {ull band of music

Afnch 1 havent been able hardely to Lift apot of ove the
firne forn some time and 1 thought I could harndly stand the
thought of a batilfe but when I saw them 2 thousand thousand
men manch out with there glititern muskeis and band music

I felt Like I could foaft a cofton bale

my heant within throbed within with emotéon and 1 felt
that 1T was almost a Samson

thene L5 som 60 thousand southern Zroops hear and at Least
that maney on the othen side

we ane in and enemy conteny

we are in camPed 1 mile from town

if we have porticular buysness we can go to town if not

i



we cant

the the town is garded all the rods is garded and every
place &0 that it LA'me05ab£e almost for a Linkondit Zo
get in or out

Kentuckians are doing but Little in this afain

they all seem to bee standing stilL as if Zo see which
way the scale willf turn

LX ww trhue therne L& sevenal Kentucky regiments in the {ield
but as a state she is doing nothing

in fact 1 think that the most of them are Linkon men but

I guess the matten will soon speak for Lits self

§rom the best information that 1 can get the big fight will
so0on come 04§ hean

that will ztell the tail eithern focaiual or we get the news
hearn in one day for bengina and missura

they arne skhinmish fighting every where they have had a
considenable in bengina at Lees ferny

our Loss did not exceed 200 and Zhere Loss was 1600

1 have forgot there was a Little {ight fuck place hean
Last week in which 4 Linkonits was killed and té& . taken
pridsonen now Loss on our part

they are constantly bringing prssonens in to ourn camps
sitisons  hechudlting officerns and scouting parties that
they ketch

since I comence whiting Zhis Lettern 1 have o stop %o
drill Zo 1 put off whiting tell night s0 to night oun
scouts come Ain with 40 prisonens

subbose that it was some that was in the §ight Last night

1 have given you to account of

(3)



I hear now more news Lhat 1 canrneclect

We are fairing Like pet pigs

we have plenty to eat and good watern %o drding

we have sugguns and coffes pickle poirk fresh beef pickle
beef molass candles

we have not recived oun honses nor gunns

we QXpect to necdve our from day aftern Ltumone

L speak of my own compeny

the men of the rnegiment has already recived Zthere honses
Lhene L& some news Lin our regiment one pore fellow close
to my tent of another compeny that was dieng this evending
wont you fo wrnite Lo me as soon as you get these Lines
give me all Zhe news Zthat you have back you Lettehr
Bowling green Kentucky Capt Kins Comptany Terrys Regiment
Texas Rangens

give my Love and respects to all who inquire affier me
and if convendient send this Lettern to my wife

1 will wnite to you all a Long when 1 can

I will not wnitfe morne ZiLL 1 hear from you

I nemain you griend untif death shall separate us

E H Ross
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Bowling green Kenztucky
November 10 1861
Dear wige
It 44 sonday eveding
aflfern fidirng out to a gineral review of the trhops hear and
sexling down to a f4in dish of §resh beef and Lhash potatoes
which you know 48 a 5auo&ii dish with me 1 desdirne to drop
you a giew Lins to Let you know how I am and what 1 am .
doding
I am hariy and fatting Like a pig
I have some cough yet but nothing Zo complain of
hoping when these Lines com %o hand that they may find you
and the children in the same Like blLessing
there 48 a gheat deal of sickness in our compeny
nun of L& yet has proved fatal
we have the mesels a mong us
Lhere 4s 10 4in my mess and 5 sick and complaining
bob McCan has the mesels
Ben Jonson has Them buf broak out
bob is just Zaken them
they have went alf threw Zhe southern arma and Zhey have
in a greal many negmis hear been very fatal owing to
there expsune
one Arcansdis regemint who had been transfened hean agten
the mesels had got among them that they was bening one
a day buZl Zhe wonst that is the matter with our regement
the cold that we caught in Lousina
I think as soon as we get over that we wilfl be healthey
we have good Zents and plenty of sthaw Lo sleep on

I am as yel well pleased with our fadir




we have plenty Zo eat and Lo sleep on

we have not recedived our arms yet and nun 0f our compeny
has been out on a scout yeX

the balance of the regement or at Least a greate many of
them has

we was the Last that gol hear and a mong the Rast that Joit
horses

I d&ew‘a horse

I got a bout the §ifthy chois and 1 did not Like him and

I swaped with Hogue Penson for one that he has goit that
was cripled by a kick

he {8 a splendid horse and L8 improving very fast

when 1 gei upon him 1 think Zhat 1 am a hoss back

we all have venry good honrses

we have not had now fight yet Zhoe Zimes has been very
exediting excepi one Litile brush that some o{ oun boyes
had who went out on a scout the ofher day

Zhere number was 40 commanded by major Harrison our formore
Capt .

they deécove&ed a numben of infintery about 400 and about
40 caveraly and Majorn Harnison and 20 of his men made a
nun at them kilfled 2 thail they new of and ZLuck 27 prisons
and made there exéapa :

oun boyes had Zaken 3 prisoners that 1 have seen and they
all was native boaned Kentuckyions '
1 went up 4in Ztown yesternday and went in Lo Zthe prison
wherne they had about 20 Linkonits one of which was a Capi
in the Linkon arma and they Look just Like anybody else

I Lalked with the Capit

(2)




he said his name was D Penn and Zhat he had a brozthen in
Zhe sothean arma

he siated in Refenrance to his case that Lherne was only
one step beitween &igﬁt and nong and he had §ell on the
nong side

il seems strnange o me Lo see men taken prisoners who are
f§Lesh of oun fLesh and bone of our bone

I expected fo see somithing great when 1 saw a Linkonite
I nan to see the §4inst one that was brought in to oun
negement as thoe that was a monkey Lo be exsebited and
when T got Zo Zhe gard hous I had Zo ask which he was
and they podinted him out Zo me and Zo my astonishment he
Looked Like anybody else

Capt King has been verny punily for several days

unable fo aftend Lo his buziness

he pornticularly requested me Zo cend his nespects Zo

you and all of the neighborhood that he wished Zo be
nememberned by all

Dear Ann 1 have given you all the news that 1 Zhink will
Ainterest you

in neferance o maitens here 1 hearn a nugh hean 4in one
day Zo §4LL up a quaire of paper and maby all Zurnou

Zo bee fowls we have been more Zhan ansee we been ordered
to stay Ain sdide of ourn Lines for a hole day not knowing
what hour we would have marching ordens

3 days ago Capi King cent me wond being Zhe head of§ oun
mess Lhat he wanted me Lo tell all Zhe boyes that he
wanted them Zo put there things allf where they could put

there hands on them and for all to be at there posi Zhai

(3)



he expectted to recedlve marnching ornderns at 4 o clock
Zhat eveding and that arma was Ain 12 miles of oun
camps and Lt has all Zuanout to be fals

this picket goes ouit and comes back and reports what he
has discovend and a nother goes out and he reports and
Zhat is why s0 many ﬁaﬁé-neponza get out

but Lt Ais a stuboin fact that we are in a enemy Land and
that a fight 4is inefitable and I Lthink that we will be
hedy when L% may s00t them rousow the gineral in command
0 this divisdion of Linkon arama

At 48 sadd said cent gineral Johnson word who is at the
head of oun command that this day was a weeke a go

that he ment Zo eai dinen in Bowling Green

Jonson sent him wornd that if he did he would Zake supexn
in hell

1 think i we are not attacked in a shornt Zime and we
gel every thing redy that we will attack them

Ann I can only say Lo you Lo Lake the best cear of you
self Zhat you can

dont despain of never seeding me a gane

I geel just Like I will see you and the children a gane
I cand amadgin while 1 am whiting this Lovely Sabath
evening Zhat 1 see you and and Sarah Jane Davey Wiley
MarganeX alf down at Friend Neds and that you are about
now calling them up to stari home and perhaps thying get
Johnppeter or William £o go with you

all such Lthoughts is passing Zhrew my mind

Zell Ned and Miss Graham that 1 have noZ forgot the many
pleasunefull houns that we have spent together non nevenr

will and that ] hope to spend some more iff L€ is 20 years
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hence

I have not necedived a wor from home since I Left

I am exceding ankous Zo heanr grom home

I want you to wrnifte to me onsZ a month and 1 will write
o you eveny 2 weeks or offloner

I have waiton Zo you 4 times since I Lefi hom 2 o Ned
1 have go now ancer from efher of you

direct youn Lettens to Bowling Green Kentucky

Aif we Reave hean this winten they will beforided Zo us
Dearn Ann 1 must bring my Leiten Zo a close for Zhe

want of room and AX 445 nearly dark

when I commenced I thought 1 would only drop you a fiew
Lines and 1 have kept wrniting untifl 1 have §illed all
Zhe space 1 have

My pray 44 and shatl bee to god that he may spair us %o
meeX and see each other a gane

it seems Lo Lo me Zthat if 1 could see you and the children
that 1 would be willing Zo die

your affectionate husban uniilfl death

E H Ross
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