Camp $hu§idan Dec 21:=t/62
Dear'}&o‘ﬁher

Your letter of the 7th and 10th came to hand on last Thursday snc would
hzve been answered sooner tut, I went on gusrd Fridszy mornins =nd was not
relieved until les! night., I am gflad you think the likeness 2 good one, but
I wish I h-d teken some other position as I dont like it verry well, it is the
position on dress-parsde after seluting the commending of icer. I got the socks
you sent by Lt McKenzie but he did not ret her e for some time after Serg,t Mury
I feel verry much oblired for he socks end allso for your kind thoucht of sending
me five dollars, but as it turned out I did not need it as we have been pzaid for
two months. I sent sorme money te Mr Brice by Serpet Hill with instructions to
let you hzve twenty dollars, which you willplezse accept es a Christmes present.
I em gled to hesr thst you h-ve got Allie andEllie so wellfixed up for winter am
em allwevs gl=d to hesr ever €hing thet is goirg cn at home and you could
scarely write snything th-t woul d not be interesting. I em sorry to hesr thet
you heve to work so herd agein and hope it was not for a verry long time, I
th#nk it is time you and sther would both tske time a little essier anc not woik
so herd., You sey thnt it is just zs I say about Allie trking music lessons, Well
I say take them if she can do it without intérfering with her other studiesor
cenfining her too much. I will vey for it, but I dont want her to h-=ve so éany
studies that it willinterfere with her heslth for I think thatis of more importence
then enything else. 1 wish I was home to help you eat yrur sausage snd other
good things when you butcher. I dont care much about helping to butcher tut
would like to help d- the eazting and yov know I ean meke & full hand et thet
I heve not seen Mr or Mrs Jones or Cla:k for some time and dont know when I
will see them as I dont go to Nashville sny. Billy savs dinner is reedy end I will
have to stop and est it.
Dinner ovecr, we had biscuit bacon Molasses and co fee. I will heveto firnish
this in a hurry as we sre to have In pection at 1 Oclock., There was verry heavy
comnading to our left last nicht ebout 65 O clock but I h-ve not lesrned whet it

wes about, There is not much sipn of a battle tere. I dont think the Rebels will



attack us and dont think we will move for some time yet, We have & verry
good camp end good terts. nearly every tent in our Leg,t hes a stove and
we are getting ellong quite comfortably. The men are well provided fcr in
everythins mut socks since we left Cene Creek. e gret meny of the men have
none atall =n¢ they are so scarce here thzt it is allmost impossitle tc buy
them, Serg,t Murrey died in the Hosvital et Nashville lsst week and it is said
of =z disease contracted whil e on recruiting service and not 2tsll creditcble to
hics characzer.
Everytting ir moving alons here gbout after the same old fasiion and canp
life has got to be such =z monotonous affair thet I cean scarcely find anything
worth writing ebout.
My love to all the family and dont forget to write often.

Yours affectionateiy

John H, Phillips

Comrany D 22nd Eep I11 Infty

Roberts Brigade

Sheridans Division (11th)

Army of the Cumberlend



Bivoulck nezr Murfreesboro

Jen 5/63
Dear Friend

‘hinkinc you would fcel anxious to hear somrthing direct from the 22nd
I embrace the first opportunity of writing I got this sheet of paper from an
artileryman and heve to write with a.very short pencil sittins on my blanket
I shall address this to Mr Brice thinking he would be most likely to be at the
Office first but wish it sent home es ouick as possible The great battle of
Murfreesboro is over md the rebels have schedadled, and I suppose you have heard
of the generzl results so I will confine myself more periculerly to the psrticuk rs
of our Div. We left Camp Sheridan on the 26th Ult end marched out the Nolensvill e
-pike driving the rebels out of the Town, and stovped for the night on a high hill
close to Nolensville it rained nearly all rieht ancé we were not allowed any
fires next dey we marched about four miles end there wss heavy skirmishing and some
canonading in the front it rained very hard end we wre drawn up in line of
battle and marched throurh cornficlds almost knee deep in mud we stopped for tle
nicght in a beech-grove and had plenty of fire-wood of Secesh-reils We stgyed there
all day sunday the 28th and stripped the country for miles eround of forege and
provisions. There are three Divisions ( Davis, Johnson ard Sheridans) in our
Column. Mondsy morning early we marched out and tooR the road leading to
Murfreesboro Davis, Division was in the advance and had a fight with some of
Cheathems forces in the evening &d capetured seversl prisoners. We cemped for
the night about four miles from Murfreesboro it rained all night and we were
lying on the ground with nothing but our bl.nkete early on the morning of the 3Gth
Col Hoberts made us a little speech stating that the 22nd woi 1d be in the advane
that day and we started but we had not rone more than emile when Cos A,B, C, & D
- were sent out as skirmishers - we advanced skirmishing with the enemy untiil
within 1} miies of Mur reesboro — here the fighting was keot up el dey but not
verry heavy - Johnson & Davis' Yivisions were on our right and were wwinging around
toward the town driving the enemy before them and every thing looked bright end

cheering. One Bripade of Sheridans Division captured two pieces of Artilery. The






