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WAR HISTORY OF THE PRATTVILLE

‘. DRAGOONS

By CAPT. W. F. MIMS

Company H, Third Alabama Cavalry
Prattville, Autauga County, Alabama

Early in April, 1861, when our community was astir
as to the important question of enlisting in some branch of
military serviece in defense of our dear Southland, there
appeared in our midst one Samuel D, Oliver, from Robin-
son Springs, a neighboring town, urging the necessity of
organizing a company of ecavalry. His endeavors were
richly rewarded by & ready response of the best citizens
of town and vieinity, The work of a fow days sufficed to
gecure & sufficient number to form the organization. Nat-
urally there was much excitement. Many not being able
to furnish their mounts were greatly discouraged. That
great and good man, Daniel Pratt, so well known for deeds
of charity and generosity supplied the deficiency at a cost
of many hundred dollars. Our noble women both old and
young encouraged the cause by providing articlez of com-
fort in the way of clothing, blankets, ete., their words of
encouragement and general interest greatly modified the
serious side of the situation. One of their first acts was
to make a beautiful silk flag, which was presentﬁd to the
company by Miss Abbie Holt, This scene occurred at the
Academy April, 1861. After these exercises the company
took up their march to the Montgomery Fair Grounds where
they went inte camp.

Here Captain Jesse Cox of Steamboat notoriety from
Mobile, Alabama, united with the company as a private.
The company was organized as follows:

Jesse Cox, Captain.

8. D. Oliver, First Lieutenant.

A. Y. Smith, Second Lieutenant.

Adam Felder, Third Lieutenant.

Wm. Montgomery, Brevet Second Lieutenant. - .
T. J. Ormsby, First Sergeant.

E. M. Moncrief, Second Sergeant.

E. W. Parker, Third Sergeant.

J. L. Wainright, Fourth Sergeant. g
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W. F. Mims, Fifth Sergeant.

W. L. Knox, First Corporal.

John Cotton, Second Coporal..

Geo. W. Ward, Third Coporal.

J. M. Hall, Fourth Corporal.

A. 8. McEeithen, Surgeon.

MNorman Knox, Bugler.

H. F. DeBardeleben, Ensign and Gumm:aaar:r.

William Patterson, Farrier, .

Privates—William Booth, D. B. Booth, B. H. Booth,
Jesse H. Booth, Britton Boon, Luecien Brown, Hiram Brown,
W. N. Bush, Geo. 0. Brosnaham, Mack Brewer, 1. H. Cox,
Thomas Carter, Adam Cloninger, John Cock, A. P. De-
Eardeleben, R. K. DeBardeleben, Geo. W. Durden, Warren
Deavanport, Thomas Flynn, Henry Fralick, W. A. Graham,
W. T. Goodson, W. T. Goodwin, Thomas Graves, Robert
Graves, Y. P. Gordon, Rabert Goodson, W. A. Goodson,
J. M. Hill, T. B. Hill, A. Henchen, David Harrold, T. J.

4 . Hamilton, John Harris, B. F. Haynie, James Haynie, Mathew

Hale, Geo. W. Hale, Henry A. Hale, Charles Herron, Julian
Johnson, J. H. Jarrett, Harper James, Henry Kelly, H. J.
Livingston, John Montgomery, A. McGruder, 8. Mims, A. D.
Mims, D. C. McCord, 0. H. McWilliams, A. T. Mitchell, A,
C. Oats, 8. H. Pearce, John Pearce, A. D. Pope, W. T. Rice,
C. P. Riggs, E. A. Reese, Littleton Reese, Robert Roper, Jno.
L. Raulinson, James Raulingon, C. W. Smith, V. J. Smith,
T. L. Smith, W. J. 8mith, Sidney Smith, T. W, Smith, John
Stolenaker, Alison Scroggin, G. W. Sears, E. C. Stewart,
Robert Ward, William White, M. 8. Wadsworth, W. W.
Wadsworth, John Wainright, Thomas Williams, John Wood,
Jasper N. Thompson, Clinton Thompson.

Making 18 commissioned and non-commissioned officers
and 82 privates, total 100, with two faithful colored cooks,
Bandy House and Woodson Pope.

Immediately after its organization, orders were received
to report to Pensacola, Florida, to become a part of General
Bragg's army, then organizing for active service.

In due time, after many experiences entirely new to us,
we arrived at our destination, realizing that patriotism and
privation were inseparable companions.

A site on the bay, west of Pensacola, was selected for
& camping ground, a more beautiful spot could not have
been assigned us, in a grove fronting the bay, fanned and
tanned by balmy gulf breezes, we remained for ten months
being t.ramed in the school of the aol:her
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A book could be writtem on this life of the ecamp, its
effect on different characters, the seasoning process, physi-
cally and morally developed wonderful surprises. Sickness,
and even death visited our camp, furloughs and discharges
were granted. New members came in to keep up the roll
of the company. Thus our camp life of ten months passed,
with the usual experiences of such a life. Alas, we had been
dreaming a sweet dream,

The reverses that befell Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston in
the early part of movements in the army of Tennessee was
making & very unfavorable history for our Confederacy.
We lonped to mingle with the “Blue Coats" and try our
skills with saber and navy pistol.

In February, 1862, we were ordered to entrain for Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, and to dispose of all surplus bagpage.
This meant a great sacrifice to us, az we were loaded down
with clothing, bedding, ete., which was furnished by friends
and relatives while in camp on the bay. Passing through
Montgomery, (after a stay of 24 hours) in due course of
time, we arrived in Chattanooga in the midst of a severe
spell of snow, sleet and rain; remaining one night and day.
We proeeeded to Corinth, Mississippi, where Johnston, Bragg
and Beauregard were organizing the army of Tennessee,
to meet General Grant who was massing his forces at Pitts-
burg Landing, with a view to penetrating the heart of the
Confederacy. After much suffering by man and horse
from the severe weather, we arrived in Corinth. Imagine
the effect of thiz sudden change from a Florida temperature
to the rigors of a Tennessee climate, When the roll was
called many could not answer to their names, being reported
unfit for duty. Hospitals were filling rapidly. Heavy de-
tails were being made on the men reporting for duty to
watch the enemy encamped twenty miles away, at Pittsburg
Landing.

Our tents were pitched in the rain, and before we could
build fires from wet, green wood to warm and prepare
meals, two details were made to scout the position of the
enemy. One of these details was commanded by Captain
Jesse Cox, the other by First Lieutenant 8. D. Oliver. The
party under Capt. Cox composed of twelve or fifteen men,
were ordered in a southeasterly direction. The other party,
about same in number, was ordered in a southwesterly di-
rection. Up to the time of our arrival at Corinth, we had
not been cannected with any cavalry eommand, but still
held our relation with Seventh Alabama Infnntrjr, whtth we
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acquired at Pensacola. Our arms consisted of cavalry sabers

and Colts navy pistols. Thus lightly armed, we proceeded

to answer our first call to face the “Blue Coats” we were

go anxious to mix with while camping in Florida. So far
as I remember, the scouting party under Lieutenant Oliver
returned without particular incident. Being a member of
Captain Cox's scouting party I have & vivid recollection of
our experience. The work being new to us we were not as
eantions as we learned to be later, and consequently ran
into a picket who left his hat to mark the position he had
occupied. We realized that we were dangerously near a
large foree and within their lines, and retired on the Purdy
road; we had gone but a short distance when our rear guard

dashed in and reported the enemy approaching. We had -

in charge a Yankee cavalry prisoner that fell into our
hands & short time before the alarm, who on the approach
of his companions showed a disposition to escape. He was
put under special guard and rapidly marched to the rear.
There must have been one hundred men in the attacking
party, armed with the deadly Spencer rifle. We were in a
narrow lane at the time we attempted to form for the
charge; this position eaused confusion in our ranks, and
we could have been overrun and captured on the spot had
the enemy used proper judgment. Instead of charging us
with saber and pistel they dismounted and took position
behind large oak trees. In the mean time we retired to the
mouth of the lane and formed to charge. In the face of
& heavy fire from greatly superior arms and force, we re-
tired in some confusion after losing by instant death one of
our number, Robert Roper. This baptism of fire was de-
livered about three weeks before the battle of Zhiloh, and
in our rounds of duty as scouts, couriers and police was
soon forgotten in contemplation of far more stirring scenes
to come. 3

We were goon brought face to face with ome of the
hardest fought battles of the War between the States. The
battle of Shiloh was precipitated by the Confederate Gen-
eral Albert Sidney Johnston, who had determined to redeem
the great disaster that befell him in February at Fort Don-
aldson. Early in the first week of April, 1862, his vast
army moved in the direction of Pittsburg Landing to attack
General Grant's position before the arrival of Buell How
well he sueeeeded in surprising the enemy’s camp early on

the morning of April 6th and driving him until death re-

lieved him of further command is a matter of history. The
A6 P

Prattville Dragoons were on the field from start to finish,
doing duty as couriers for the different commanding gen-
erals, sometimes used for charging batteries. Our casualties
were two killed, Adam Cloninger and John Stolemaker, with
several slightly wounded and several horses shot. The
duties of the company earried them to every part of the
battlefield, and many acts of gallantry were accorded by
proper authorities, :

On the &th of April we returned to Corinth with the
shattered forces of infantry commanded by Beauregard.
The next thirty days was devoted to the sick and wounded
and re-organizing the army.

Disease and death made sad havoc with many that escap-
ed the casualties of battle. Within this period we lost by
disease C. P. Riggs, W. T. Goodwin and Britton Boon, be-
sides a number discharged.

Grant had been slowly advancing on Corinth and finally
entrenched. Our troops constantly skirmishing., General
Patten Anderson, whose troops were skirmishing with the
enemy on the Farmington road, failing to develop the
strength of the enemy, a detail from the few Prattville
Dragoons left in camp, under command of Lieutenant Oliver
was ordered to the front with' instructions to find the
enemy. As we advanced to the thick wood in which they
were concealed we were fired upon by & heavy line of
skirmishers, resulting in the mortally wounding of T. J.
Ormsby, and serious wounding of D. B. Booth and A. Hench-
en, both being disabled from further military service.

= "0On the night of April 30th General Beauregard evacuated
Corinth, later occupying Tupelo, Mississippi. Here the army

went into camp for rest and re-organization. At this place
Beauregard being in ill health turned over the command
to Bragg. Here the resignations of Captain Cox, Lieutenant
Oliver and Lieutenant Felder were tendered and accepted.
These worthy officers were given commissions in the in-
fantry, Lieutenant Montgomery resigned on account of ill
health. Thus left in a state of orphanage commanded by
a sergeant, our members few, we continued to perform
duties as couriers and scouts until May, 1863.

June 27th, 1862, General Bragg left Tupelo with a view
to the occcupancy of Chattanooga, having already sent Gen-
eral MeGown's division in advance. About July 18th, Colo-
nel Joe Wheeler, who had been commanding infantry, was
ordered to take charge of and re-organize all of the cavalry
of the army of Mississippi, and conduet the same to west
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