Rifisoncitliionse abividie:: / ~ /
| . ocgrp b - 35 -]
STONEL .IVER NAT'L
BATTLEFIELD
Earr M. McGowIN M'BORO, TN 37130
EDGEFIELD
SR e CHAPMAN, ALABAMA 360105 SUPT,
BUS. 205-376-2271 June 23, 1976 1&RM
RES, 205-376-2637 TECH.
ADMIN,
MAINT,
OTHER

—_—
—_— .

———

Stones River National Battlefield
Route 2, Old Nashville Highway
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37130

Attention Mr. Thomas Turner

Dear Mr. Turner:

I enjoyed my visit to the Stones River Battlefield last week and
appreciated all of the courtesies shown me.

My grandfather and four of his brothers were in Company D,
16th Alabama Regiment, Woods Brigade, although two of the
brothers had died from disease in camp prior to the engage-
ment at Murphreesboro. The remaining three were in the
battle and one of them - Joseph - was killed in action. We
have letters from my grandfather and his brother A. L.
(Lewis) telling of the battle and I am attaching copies of one
or two of them which you might find of interest.

I also have a photograph of Joseph in Confederate uniform and
could have a copy made for you if you would like to have it
in your archives.

Sincerely yours,

EMMcG/o
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Camps near Winchester, Tenn,
Jany, 7th 1863

Dear Father Mother and People all,

I write at this time with feelings much mortified, and
knew too that you will be much pained to hear the bad news which this contains
unless you have already heard.

Brother Joseph is no rniore with us in this world of pain
and sorrow., He was killed in battle at Murfrcesboro on the 3lst ult. He fell
at his post like a man., At the time he was shot I was not exactly by his side
thouzh within a few steps, My attention was called to him irmediately and he
breathed no more, nor moved, he was shot through the brain,

We had fought hard nearly all day before he fell, and
nad he escaped a few minutes 1onger he would have becen through all the hnru
fighting that our regiment was in and he would have been safe,

On the second night after the fight J. Moore, Jas. McG.
and 3. Parker went and found his body; though we could not then bury hin in
order, there was no coffin to be had, for anybedy, therefore they who were
Eroucht to that place were laid side by side, so I learn. I could not see hin
buried for I had to leave at daylignht for the battle field, We lay in the line
of battle a whole weck, Our Regiment commenced fighting at Tryune which is
about 16 miles from Murfreesboro. We were there for the purposec of guarding
the road and to check the enemy when they came so that they could be met
properly at Murfreesboro, Where they came against us in force we had to give
w2z though we fought them considerable,

After getting to Murfreesboro we werc not engaged for
the first day though hard fighting wvas going on. Every day the enemy were
driven back until they had gone a considerable distance, We tried to drive
them no farther, but waited for thom to come against us again, which they did
not, On the night of the 3rd inst, wec lelt, why I do not know, but suppose
the enemy were re-enforcing too strong for us again to fight them,

Cur loss was gr-at of course. I have no idea what, but

I am sure that of the encny was much mere. You can learn from the papers.

Cur first Lieut. Jacksen was killed. Jacob ifanning was slightly wounded in the
aTr, Wwe are now on the Chattansoga & Meshville railroad 45 miles from Murfrees-
toro 2t a little village by the name of Tulchoma, which is our P, 0, providing
we stay here, but I have ro idea we will long. This is the first chance I have
~d to write you a letter since the battle ani this a poor onc for we have never

coen still long cnough. I have no thoueat what we will do. W= came here tais
evening and may leave teniorrow for all 1 know, David Blacksher wiché€s you to
let his people know thot Ie es=aped, as he c2n not now wwite. All of your
°Pqu1ﬂtﬂnces are unhart vhem o have not nmertiorned, We are all worn out and nc
bt for we have lain in the weather like brutes for the last two weeks, and

how raining and cold it is yet.

rus

1 Lewis says you promised to 'ct us have 3ill ovr Tolaver if we wished and he
now anxious to get cne, so if you think proper you may scnd cane, if he is
iinez to come, if Berry has not left, I think we can pay money enoucgh for
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