Brickton I1l1l
January 12th 1863
Dr Jeremiah Lyford
Dean Sir
) I this
morning rec a letter from Sergeant
Henry G. Mencham Co I 88 Regt
711 Vol written in front of Murfree
boro Tenn Jany 4th 1863, he wishes
me to write you that your son
was instantly killed by a shot
through the head in the battle
of Friday. he mentions that
most of your sons things were
back in his knapsack & that
he would see to them & also
write you soon, & give you
all particular. Mencham only
mentioned a few items, did
not give any particular. there
was only one other killed in that Co.
next page
a fine young man from
his place. I tender to you &
your family our sympathy in
this your affliction & trait-
shi times & day is not far
distant when this wicked
rebellion shall be broken, but
alas chose who have shed
their blood upon the battle
field cannot be recalled
Yours Truly
John J Lockwood

Copied from original letter by Dean Jensen, Port Byron
Illinois January 1996, original letter at Port Byron



Chicago Jan 15th 1863

To Dr J.H. Lyford

Dear Sir,

We have
red'd a letter from my borther
Capt J.J. Spalding, written sinbe
the batter of Murfreesboro in
which he says "orderly Lergt
Lyford was killed, send stuchh
word to Dr J.H. Lyford of Port
Byron, Ills". '

- We' .prayerfully tender our
deepest sympathies to the bereav
ed friends, May the richest consolatiions
be theirs :

Very respectfully be

B.F. Spaldihg




Drenton, Ill. April 21, 1863

My Dear Mrs. Lyford;

wWe ure strangers, and yet, & common 8Orrow maxkes me feel that we
are friends. Your noble Son fell in battle, the legitamate way for a
Soldler to die. «#e were much shocked to Bee nis name amonyg the list
of the brave ones who were killed at "Stone River," and felt to
lament and sympathise with you in the irreparable loss. But little
did we think then, how soon it would be our portion to bear a like
bareavement. You m&y not know, that your Sons friend, and fellow
goldler, my beloved brother Henry, has followed him to Eternity. le
dled in Hospital at Murfreesboro, April lst, surviving your son but
three months and one day.

i think it seews worse to have a friend aie in that way - than
in battle. They suffer longer, and feel the want of home, couforts
* assoocliations. OStlll you have much cause for thankfulness. .0 re-
ceivad 4« Tel'h, dispatch telling of his illness &nd whereabouts. iy
brother Robert immediately started down, and waes with nim for some
daye previous to his death, and brought his remains home for burial,
looking very natural and lifelike, thie was indeed a great comfort,
one which was probably denied you. We were not very well prepared for
the 8ad news (if it 18 possible so to be prepared) for Robert had
written that his disease, Typhoid fever, was doing well, and when he
ehould be sufficiently recovered, was to come home on & "sick furlough."
But Dlptheria appeared and he only lived two days. All our delignhtful
anticipatione of seeing him at home, and alive, were crushed.

You can truly appreciate our affliction, and we are enabled now
fully to sympathise in yours. #as Bugene your youngest son? And had
he sletere? Henry was my widowed Mother's youngest born, upgon whom
she depended most, on whom our hopee and affections centered in no
common degree. May we, and all who are in like manner afflicted, be
sustained, and made better by these great fiy urlals.

1 wae at Brickton last summer, when your son ceme to eunlist, and
2leo esaw him several times in Camp. He looked too frail for a solaier,
but said he could endure a good deal, and thought hie energies, and
life if need be, should be devoted to the support of the Governwment.

He and Henry seemed 80 earnest and full of ardor % patriotisu
and talked so hopefully, that I d4id not feel that it was possible for
thea to be taken so soon.

After the terrible battle at Murfreesboro - Henry wrote us, sadly,
cf the loss Co "I" had sustained, sald "two are gone from our Co. -
¥r. Lyford & Fred'k Holton, no two would be more migsed from our
number, and yet probably no two so well prepsred to go."

Oh, the misery and woe that i1s abroad on our land. when will it
cease? We of this generation cannot outlive it.

Among my brothers papere we find a package of letters which 1
will enclose - judging your feelinge by ours - we think you will wish
them forwarded,

Mother desires me to say that she hae felt for you in your trouble,
but knowe how now to do 8o more fully. If you or any of your family
ghould come near us at any time, we should like much to see you.

I do not know how these letters came in my brothers possession -
2l1 1 can do is to send them to you.

Wlth much Sympathy
I am your Truly
Auguste Menchan







