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| HOOD’S REASONS FOR THE TENNESSEE
CAMPAIGN

Hood realized, correctly, that Sherman’s army in Atlanta was
toa large to be attacked as a unit. Hood's one chance to victory was
to get into Tennessee and smash the small Federal army there be-
fore Thomas could concentrate enough men to hold the State.

Hoed's plan was only partially successful. Sherman did divide
his [orces, but was clever enough not to be put at too great a dis-
advantage.

Instead of moving rapidly, Hood moved entirely too slowly,
and arrived in Tennessee too late to accomplish his mission.

#* #* *

| On October st Hood's army crossed the Chattahoochee River
on pontoon bridges at Pumpkin Town and Phillip’s Ferry, and
bivouacked eight miles north of Pray's Church, in the direction
of Lost Mountain, west of Marietta, Georgia. By October 3rd the
main body of Hood’s forces had reached to within four miles of

Lost Mountain.
] * +*

- On this same day, members of the Second Arkansas Mounted

Rifles were saddened to learn that Pvt. Elias A. Belew, of Company

- “D”, had been reported as a deserter in the vicinity of Lost Moun-
Lain.
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To be listed as a deserter is something difficult for a man to
live down, yet many of his “mess mates” and friends were genuinely
saddened at the news. The thought that one of their bravest men
had gone over to the enemy!

Belew had enlisted when only 19 years old; had been reported
missing after the battle of Elkhorn Tavern, but hacl later reported
for duty. In the battle of Murfreesboro he received a wound in the
head after displaying conspicuous gallantry during the first day,
and was sent to the hospital. So outstanding was his valor in this
particular battle that he was elected to the Confederate “Roll of
Honor” by his [ellow soldiers (G. O. No. 131/3, October 3, 1868),
and now he had deserted!

His closest friends insisted that it was the head wound he had
received at Murfresboro which was responsible for this act.

On October 31, 1864, Belew was persuaded by the Federals w
sign the “Oath of Allegiance,” and wisely suggested that he remain
north of the Ohio River for the duration of the war. Confederates

. whosigned the "Oath” were not particularly “popular” back home!

Whether Belew ever returned o his home in Benton Clounty,
Arkansas, is not known.

# * *

Hood's forces struck the railvoad at Ackworth, Georgia, on
October 4th, the Second Arkansas Mounted Rifles, part of Stew-
art's Corps, taking part in the movement. On the same day French's
Division was sent from Ackworth to capture Allatoona, whith was
assaulted on October 5th.

Hood moved westward, crossed the Etowah and Oostanuala
rivers by [orced marches, and. upon arriving at Big Shanty, de-
- stroyed about 15 miles of track.

By October 9th Sherman's troops reached Allatoona, where
they had large quantities of stores, and on October 11th, Hood's
army crossed the Coosa River, marched in the direction of Resaen
_and Dalton, and bivouacked that night 14 miles above Coosaville,
and 10 miles northwest of Rome. By this time all the rivers and
crossings were beginning to be more and more difficult. :
On October 12th and 15th the cﬂrp:‘fof S.D. Lee and Cheatham

- captured and destroyed the railroad from Resaca north to Tunnel

Hill, where it passed through Rocky Face Ridge, while Hood was
smashing Dalton. :

Hood was making good time, for this was the same country
over which the Confederates had moved in the earlier stages of the
Atlanta Campaign. This marked the end of Hood's campaign
“ragainst the Western and Atlantic Railroad, when Hood circled
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rallv thery commaneds o hodd vhem i conmmaned lor Toether
orders,”

Lt will be noteed that the instroctions given o thie olTicers were
very anmvievrish, 1o showld be remembered that most of the volun-
teers electeed their awn officers, usually choosing men by pevsennal
popularity, msteiad of militaey skill and experience.

This lack of experience on the part of hoth olficers and men
can be elearly explained by veferving o Company “H”, Second
Arkansas Mounted Rilles, oviginally Knoswn as U Uhe Hlempsiend
e ] !

O the ssome 1[;1}' Oreler Ne 20 was issoeced CAugustd, 1861 . rhas
comnpany arrived at Crane Creek, Missouri, and was immediately
sworny o the Conlederate serviee by L Col, Dionedvidee MeRae.
Phis newly sovived company had envolled Lo “action”™, i the
memnbers licele vealized that they were w gen it so soon. Liude did
they vealize that the hivvd-Toughe hatde of Oak Flls was only Tive
clays swary!

Sad to velate, Sgr James M. Carviging, ol Company “"H™. was
Killeel, aned William F. Bittick aned . 1. Hardy badly wounded in
this hattle. Filled with eagerness, they probably were hit by enemy
Hive belore they learned how o protect themselves!

T P g e T —

BATTLE OF OAK HILLS
(Also called “Wilson's Creek)

O Aveose 89, 1861, Brig. Gen. Ben MeCuolloch ane his com-
bined forces Irom Arkansas and Missouri. moved up to Wilson's
Creek, Missouri, near Springlield, intending to advance upon the
Federals at Springlield. However, Maj. Gen. Nathaniel Lyon, ol
the Federal Army, had anticipated him, and was alveady moving up
in three heavy columns,

For some time prior to this battle the Conlederates had been
subsisting almost exclusively upon green corn, and on the day ol
the battle were almost prostrated for want of proper food. They
fought all day without breakBist and without dinner,

T addd o their ronbles, inseets of various kinds were almost
running them wild, Some of the soldiers washed the insects [rom
their badies by viding naked in the rain. Veterans said that whiskey
poured down a man's back, and also down his throat, dlisc ouraged
the pests!

Ciens N B Pearee, leading the newly mustered Arkinsans, was
acgrnclwte of West Podnt, ol had served cight years an thie Tadian
Country belove vesigning e enter the ercantile business. e wis
“hack in the saddle again™, ready to devote his military experience
to the Southern cause. The Arkansans were halfdrilled and only
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'he General contimued, in e

o this peine Mehosh's Regiment (Seoond Arkan-
sits Moonted Killes=W'TL), nnder Li. Cal. Ben T Embry, soud
Churchill’s First Arkansas Mounted Rilles, on Toot, Gratiol's
Regiment, amd MeBae's Battalion, weee sent oo their aied, 5
tervibale live ol moskensy was now kept up adong the whole side
anl top ol the hill upon which the enemy were posted. Masses
of inbantey Tell back o again roshed lorward, The summin
al the il was covered with deand o wounded,  Botle sicdes
were lighting with desperation for the day,

Caol. Melntosh wis slightly wounded Dy o gripe shon while
charging with the Louisiana Regimenn,”

Following the battle, Col. James Melotosh, Commumding the

Secomd Avkansas Mownied Rifles, solanined the Tollowing ollicial
report o Brig, Gen, Ben MeCuolloch:

j1a

1 e the Bonor tocseae than o the opeming ol dhe banle
ol Cak Hills 1 lelt you o lewd my regiment ime action, |
moved lorwardd with oo the Tront, gomg through o wereible
ire ol grapeshor and shells, until | reached the Lowisian
Regiment.,

I impmediziely dismounied my men, and ordered them o
Lvee v the lel, andd atiack ahe vight ol ithe eocmy, 1 led them
through a dense thicker surreunding o caornlicld, where we
Becime closely associated with the enemy. My men aned those
ol the Lowisiana Regiment were sullering Irom o deadly live.
I rode Torward 1o the lier {Louisiana) regiment, aned wold i,
with my regiment, to charge the enemy. | owas Tollowed by o
greater partion ol bath regiments, and we drove the enemy
belore us amd swepd them fromn the cornlield (Horvah! e
corn wits savet ! —WULY amd Ik 1o their rear,

A portion of the Louisina Regiment was then called Tov
b Gen, MeGualloch, iod he reguesied e 1o assise hin in moy-
ing onher regiments. The commiad of the Second Arkansas
Mounted Rilles then devolved upon L Col, Ben "1 Embry,
whao gallamdy led i through the Tight 1o victory.

My ollicers behaved in this Tiest Tight with greia braver

anel conalness.

Caprains Gipson (A7), Parker ("B7). King ("0C7). Arring-
wn (D7), Flanagin (“E™), Witherspoon ("F™), Brown ("G"),
el Gamble {"H™), all deserve grear credin for the manner in
which they led their companies.

(Note: Companies "I and "K™ hied not yer been enrolled
a the time ol this bale—W'T'L.)

The regiment lost 10 Killed and 44 wounded. Captain
King, ol Company “C7 was wounded., Ordnanee Sergeant

Spencer wis conspicuous lor his gallanoy, Te wis wouneded
while leading on his men,
[ submit Li. Col. Embry’s veport with mine.”

Lt. Col. Ben T, Embry, second-in-command of the regiment.

submitted the lollowing report:

“We lost 1O killed, scomd 40 wounded, OF the 510 men killed
el wounded, were:
Waoummiled: 1 Caprain, 2 Second Licatenans,
B Non-Commissioned ollicers
Killeal: 1 Non-Commissioned ollicer.”

ot cisualties-Scooul Avkansas Mownted Rilles, Banle ol

Otk Hills (From Depavoment of Avchives, Washington, 1, (L)

Coname frgaiy = A
Wonneled:
iavaalganala, 1 Ea L
Ivileban, 5, J

Coomm fanney 1

Killed:

Bansker, Joseph S5,

Fuard, Jubn K. 15,

Sweelenn, 'thl l..
Wonneded:

Brvvden, Ponpey O (Dangerously)

Clevelaned, Willizan E.

Fulls, Tlwesmias 1.

L, D aiwson K,

Wimnls, Charles W,

Cloatet faapry 007
Killel: :
Ashiley, Apelrew (Dicd ]2l
Barker, Willizm A,
[ areling, ey (L
Harville, George €,
ketly, Andrew |
king, Pinkney M.
kite s, Jeshu
Mavberry. Beojmmin .
(Iiedd O-11-61)
Wionnele:
Peceham. Rober WY,
Cruwcher, Dudley 5. 1.
Dby, William |, {Dangerously)
Piarvis, William |, (Dangerousty)
Forel, Garrew {(Iangeroushy)
Hallum., George
Hicks, Flynson M.

1l ks, Daanane (2,

Hormbarger, Jeflerson
{Irangeronslyy

kg, Ililllu'.\ A, "{ :.|||l.1|||p
(Dangeronsly)

Scalwesrn. Jolus (Ikmgeronsdyy

Shillings, Perry €

Winlrev, George W (1hmgerousiy)

f:rJrrrIer;rr'|' iy
Waounged:
Henry, John A
sSmith. BEoben C.

Comfrny “ £
Killesl:
Flanagin, George
Malone, Juln GG
Waounded: -
Andrews, George 11,
Coorluom, T homms
1 leslider, _jnlm
Huolder, Williznm F. {(Permainently
I¥isadaleady
Riclgway, [. CL (Dangeronslyv)
Trapps. A DL (Dangersly)
White, N B, (Dangernislyy

Cloaer fonry <1
Waounded:
Aslibv, Cieorge
Alosclev, Marvel 1T (IDangerouslyy
Com frny G
Waounded:
Flanagin, William G.
Halman, Henry B
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Jeteon, Willim Faelel aoared Ntwef)

Fark, Janmes Monvie Winnnnelel

White, Josepl (1 mgzeronsly) DreBevey, Willisn L. (Suizeonig

Wilk s, | TRTTTHES [|].|IJ_I_U'4'|||,I\[H

Winghe. James Melnwsh, [aes {Cislonely

Recapitulitivn:
oo farnry B |, s Frilory's [FINITRIIT

Killil Hr"lf.l-’rj ' W fanyd

Coovnggane, Janses M I i el i (K1
Wl Wamppatleal: I 1]

divi k. Wallion F.

Flawly, ] 1 Pl vl R

The Fist Avckimsias Mounted Rilles were also outstanding in
this Butle. "Uhis vegiment wis connided h:,,.- Col. Tlunnas 1.
Chuavehill (later Brig, Geny, whio had ovaanized this regiment i
anel avonned Litdle Rock earlier in 1861,

Ouak Hills, or “Wilson's Creek”, was the second vea! Banle ol
the war, the Tivst having Deen the Tiese Batde o Manassas, (o = Ball?
Ry, July 211861, The vaops were not yet seasoned and steady,
but they proved o be extremely hrave when well led, and losses on
Faath sicles woere heavy.

For a time this Conlederate victory Ireed the whole of South-
western Missouri Tram Federal control,

On the day Tollowing the batele of Oak Hills, the Second Ay
kamsas Monnted Ralles venuimeed s Oak THills, Missourd, under the
active commuand of Lt Col. Ben “1. Emlwy, The next day, Ausust
IZth. Brig. Gen. MeCulloch established his Brigade Headguareers
at Cimp Weighoman, neir Springlield. Missouri, The Secoind A
Kisas Mounred Killes, now under the active command of Cal,
Jinnes Melnrosh, vested here at the some thue,

On Auguse 1, 1861, Captain Henry K. Brown, Company 67,
Secenud Arvkansas Mounted Rilles, was promoted w Major, reto-
active o July 25th, and First Licutenant Allen 1. Pettus was pro-
mioted o the vank of Captain, suceeeding Brown, being suceceded
i turn as Fivst Licatenant by William 1L Flsiner,

Company ollicers of Company “G™ were now as Tollows:

Captain:  Allen 'I', Pettus
Ist Le: William H. Elstoer
Dned Lz James T, Smith (Formerly Qth Sat.)
L] " *
On Angust 17, 1861 The Fourth Arkansas Infantry wis organ-
red ar Miller's Springs, Lawrence County, Missouri, with Cal,
Fvander MeXNair, of Hempstead County, Avkansas, in comumanl,

s

Hlenney G Bunn was appointed Uhivd Lieatenane of e new o
LA tion,

While not a part ol the Second Arkansas Mounted Rilles, this
particular regiment is mentioned because Colo MeNair later be-
cinne Brig, Gen, MeNair, commander of MeNair's Avkansas Bri-
giele, of which the Second Arkangas Mounted Rilles were an im-
portant part, Lt Bunn was later to hecome Colonel Bunn. com-
nendinge the Fivst Consolidared Aokansas Mounted Rilles, which
inchuded survivors ol the Second Arkansas Mounted Rilles at the
time aof the surrender at Greenshoro, Novth Ciooling, April 26,
1865, Col. Bunn was later o sign the parales issued o one-time
members ol the Second Avkansas Mouneed Rilles alwer the s
renider.

L L w

While conped ot Pond Springs, Missouri, a 20 year old privawe.
named James Philip Fagle, was enrolled in Company “C7, Second
Avkansas Movnred Rilles, alter vraveling 300 miles,  Less than GO
elavys Tater this siome recrait was G be elected Second Licatenant ol
his connpany, ancd by the end of the war, alter having been captured
andd imprisoned, and being gravely wounded, was to beeome Come-
nneler ol the regiment,

*® L w

On Auguse 27, 1861, James MeTntosh finally got around o the
nuatter of fovially :|:'u.'v|u.i|1g the rank of Clolonel, which vinsk hael
Leen extended to him on August 1, 1861, retroactive to May st
Cedonel Melntosh was later to become a Brigadier General helore
his death, but it was said that many of his admirving soldiers called
him “Captain”™ up to the hour of his untimely death in the battle of
Flkhorn Tavern, March 7, 1862, =

Abstract Tvenn Monthly Report ol MceCualloch's Brigade, Pro-
vistomal Forces, G850 AL commanded by Brig, Gen, Ben MceCulloch,
elated August 31, 1861, included the following:

“Cavalry: Molmiosh's Regiment Arkansas Rillemen
Present lor duty:
Officers 32, Men 11
Aggregate present 620
Agpregate present and absem  GGZT

On September L 1861, Captain George E. Gamble, Com-
ninding Company “H™, Second Arkansas Mounted Rilles, one ol
the orviginal organizers of the original " Hempstead Rifles”, died s
the residence of o Mr. Wilkes, near Marionsviile, Missouri. Io is
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Chn November 4, T8GL, the Seconed Arkamsas Meounted Billes
were cinmped at Camp Sevier, Missouri, and the next day muoved 1o
Cinnp Stephens, near Bentwnville, Arkansas,

While at Ciunp Sevier, Col. Melntosh covaliled on the same
thiy, October W 1861, Privates Jimnes W, Caoghran and Levi C
French in Company “G™7. Caughran was later to hecome Captain
of Company "G and French Fisst Licutenant, Near the close ol
the Georgia Campaign, doe to death aned injury of so many Field
Offeers. French sevved for o time as Acting Comnuneder ol the

Sceoned Avkansas Mounted Rilles, and was later o die on the Hiekd

al Batele at the Bloody Battle of Frankling Tennessee, November A,

(I

O November 19 1861, Dhimiel C. Cowling wis cinvolled o the
P Regnnent, Avkimsas Infantrey, popolacly known as “Thiwson s
Regiment”, and was commissioned First Licutenant, Two diays
Lrter the regiment was re-organized and Lo, Cowling was promaored

to Captain, Connpanay 67, T Avkansas Infantrey, suceceding 1 R,

Smath, vesigned, A the same time, Joseph Jasper Park, brather of
[atnes Monvoe Park, Company “CG7 Secomed Avkinsis Mool
Killes, was corolled as o Private in the same company with Captain
Cowling,

While these regiments were entiely separate, imembers ol the

Pl Avkansas Reconent will e mentioned Tvenn time o tooe Jon
the veseson thad two Park hreothers were envalled i the Second -
Kansas Mowneed Rifles, and two other Park brochers were envalled
i the Pth Arkansas, and their paths crossed so many times during
thees wane it ds Fele that mention of the Phith Resiment Teean thwe 1o
v will added something to this story.

On November 21, 1861, Company "K', 19th Arkansas Regi-
ment, was mustercd into the Conlederate serviee, A thivd Park
brother, Burrel . Pirk, was envolled in Company K™ this day,
Since his path erossed that ol his brothers from thime o time, he will
e mentioned several times in our story,

On November 209, 1861, Brig. Gen, Ben MoCalloch lefo Fori
Sonrth, Avkansas, Tor Richmond, Vicginga, leaving Col, Jaes M-
Intosh in commund of the Avkansis roops. Gen, MeCulloch was
not o retarn to Arkansas until February 1L 862, and in his ab-
sence, January 26, 1862, Colonel Mclntosh was promoted to Briga-
dlicr General, due in great part to the elforts of Ben MeCulloch,
e L. Fmbiry was, in turn, |nnmutf:d to Colonel, and |1Im'r:l 1
commned of the Second Arvkansas Mounted Rifles,

O December ddh, i the absence ol Gen. MeCuolloch, Meln-
tosh went into Winter Qruareers at Van Burven, Avkansas, across the

| e

Arhinsis Hiver Trenn Forg Smiche Coll MeIntosh advised the adjo
tint Cooneral in Riclhmond that the move Teom Fove Smith s Van
Buren was necessitated by the prevalence ol snill-pox in the vi
cinity o Fort Smith. He included the Tollowing inlormtion in his
messaee ton R ichmond:

“Aly brigade s now an s stadons on the Arkansas River

Below this and o distanee of G0 miles. The campenies are

Lwsily engaged in ereeting has Tor winter gquariers.”

On December 2150 Richmond  was advised as to the total
strength of the Torees ander Brig, Gen, MeCulloch in Novthwest
Avkansas. Strength of the Sceond Avkansas Mounted Rifles was
shonwn as Follows:

Present Swreneith=772
Present fov dutv—50500
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