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' Fatck 14th,; 1863,

Dear Father:

Bro. Mill and I received your letter on yasterday, and he desires
that I shall angwer it, as be has some business to attend to. Your letter
gives me no little satisfaction to hear that all were woll. I have naver "
been as anxious to coms home in my life. The time that I have been away,
seems almost an age., But while this cruel and ‘inhuman war continuves, you
need not expect to see ms. I 2m not 2 soldier from a matter of choice, but
from necessity. And while that necessity remains, T am a soldier, let it be
long or ehort. No price is too hlgh to pay for liberty and freedom., 1 have
endured, and undsrgone more already, than I thought I would be able to do,
.~ when ] entered the tervice, and am still ready znd villing, to undergo much
"more feor the cause I espouse. 1 would ask you to give yourself no unneces-
. sary trouble about ms, shculd I naver return to you. You masy consocle your—
% self that I fell at =y post, battling for a noble cause. I could fill a .
4 “ volume, but my space is limited, and I hardly know where to commence. I 0
' will give you a sketch of the Battle of Parryville. - The Battle of — "~ 77 7~
i:rfreesboro wac ona of no less importance. 1 stood on the battle fleld
eix days, and nights, in a very cold 1ain the most of the timm. I had
soveral bullet holes made in =y clothes, but came out unharmed. I cannot
soe how it iz posceible for a wan to pass through such a fight, I must have
been protected by an All Mighty hand. Our Brligade rupported on» of Genl.
Withears Brigade, composed of Mississippl and Alzbama troops. The fight had
scarcely begun, when theoy gave way, and retreated in confusicn, frca our
brigade. We wore ordered forward to take their place. ¥e charged across a
field, and succeeded in routing the enemy, and capturing a part of two
Batteries. Ouward we pressed In Double Quick., Two hundred yards brought us
on ths enaxy's second lina. (!virg Duan) Thay sprang to their feect, but
nothing could with stand the irpetuoslity of our charge, znd they too gava may,
and retreatad in confuelon, while we poured the shot into their rank with a
mout#mwmrful effect. A few hundred yards brought us on their thlrd, and last
line, composed of 14-15-16 and 18th U. S. Regulare. For a few mcments the
contest is doubtful. A shout pasces dorm the Rebel lines that could be heard
above the din of kattle. (mw1d is the command, untjl we reachad a large plan-
tation, whare we came tc 2 balt, and had the satisfaction of seeing tha enemy
retreat, across a fleld at least oune mile In width. Tlhere we stood and
witnesced one of the sublimrsl scenes of the war. But we were tco weary to
pursue them any farthar. At lse¢st 13,000 pan, artillery, wagons, and calvary,
24 all in double quick, skedaddling frem one little brigade of Tennssssans,
) (2bout 2500 in numbar) Hare the [ight closed on tha 31st of Dec. 1862, as it
was then too late for any fasthor ujarations. 1le encemy w3s driven back about
five miles on thelr lef{%, and ztcut one on thelr right, with a louss of 70U 52 e
priszoners. About 10,000 in kllled and woundad, 60O wagons, ard teazs, loaded
with Army stores, 40 pleces of Canncn and about 7000 small arms. ¥a held the
¥$ - entire battlefield threa dayz, arcd thzn fs]l back to this place. K> doubt, you
e g,havo heard that the Abolitleniet calned a victory over us. Such victories will
socq force thea to recognirze uc z2s 2n independent nation., I am willing to take
f {3nfow rore such defeats, QOur leoss wes about 7,0C0 In killed, wounded, and miss-
&gung. Cousin Karicn Gay wes killed, and Cousln Joe badly wounded, and Elias I
have.nUf heard frow. They are In (enl. Bieckenridge Division, mho fell back
" to Ta?l homa, and our Divizion fell back to Sheltyville. Ve are about twanty
m los?aph?t. Ong of cur docters saw Cousin Jos in the hospital at Winchester
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/ Tann. He sald ha thought he wovl! ge: .o.i.

Bro. ¥ill has been herding governmant stock down in Lincoln Co. for
some time. I saw him yasterday. He is in fine health. Breo. James left hore
in Jan, to go to Miss. The last I heard from him, he was at Cousin I.H. Gays.
His health was not good by any msans, when he left here. I hear from Cousin

.qgggay's family often. T never haar from Bro Joseph, and John. You
. {488 that John had bsen wounded, 2nd laft on the way side. I fear that, oy
et bs:may suffer for want of attention, and it may terminate serfously. I RUED BA S
¥ hope for the best. May he yet live to avenge an outragoed country, and honz.*&é@éﬁ%
".5§§%ﬁhmve always been hopaful of the final result. I never despair. Our L
Biguccesses have oxceeded my expectatlons. We have defeated them in almost
every lwportant engagement, and if we but remain true to ourselves, victory !
will crovm us in the end, in the establishment of Southern Confederacy, on '
firmar principales than the U. S, Government. Tha pecpla of Wast Tenn. need «
not suppose that:sthe whole army 1s acting like that section. At least one
half of the West Tenn. troops lave deserted. Thic is not the case with. any
*wr  othertroops, not even_apong the trocpaseicfoer-—Ta 5" W0 as 0 {7 ok
L u/gaserters, [ have no feeling turaid them, but contempt. The day vi!l cozs,
 when they will be held up to the gare of the world, scoffed at, spit upon,
and held as unworthy to associate with a brave, and frece people. There is no
crims (save treason) that sinks a mzn lcwer than that of sesertion. All those
soldiers who return to that portion of country are deserters. They may clalm
to have a furlough, but it is false, Ksep your eyes on ‘hem, for I belisve
that a man who would detert our army, is capable of committing the most
henious crime. Wash, and John Hunt, are in the Calvary Servica. They were
well, when heard from last.

I do not belleve that the war will close soon, but I hope that you
will cheer up, and ba more hopeful, Always look upon the bright side of every
subject. As for us, we are determinad to conguer, and can adopt, Patrick Hznry's
sentirants, "Give us Liberty or Death®. I was sick about a month from oy ex- Lo
posure in the {uzfreesboro fight, but am now able for duty. Give my love to all °
the family, and friends, and believe 3 to be, ' ;
Your Affectionate Scn,
A. Ta Gay

Prbe : o
Firite us as often a3 you can, if you can find an opportunity of sending.
letters through ths lirss, and have thsm msiled. Address so at Shelbyvilia, "\ L
Tonn. Cupt., A. T. Gay, 3lst Tenn. Regt. Stawart Brigade, Cheatham's Divlielgn, ™ :
Shalbyville, Tsnn. y  ;{ﬁ;$q
ey . Genl. Van_Dorn brought in 2300 nrisoncrs last_Saturday.  They wero a dirfy,

Ly looking set of thleves, and villians, ®e¢ hear cannon nearly every day. Would
not bas surprised to a general encagemsnt any day. Lat them corm, wa are seady
for them, Wo will give tham a hot reception, with grape and hall. o oiEs

If you can find an opportunity to send Jim Orgain any word, tell hiﬁ'ihatﬁ

ws are well, and in cplrits, The-time ie coming, when our barner will f;cdtqj'
gallantly on every ssa. I may not llive to see It, but there are those nﬁg,}r
alive, who will., T naver will consent for a reunion on any terms. ZLibarty
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or death, is the soldiers rotto. #s cannot, and will not, live under the tams ?fﬂ;
government with the Yankees., Cheer up, we are stronger today then when tha i :

war comzenced. God is with us, and victory will crown us in the end, in the
estakblishmsnt of our independence.

Aos Ty Ga’f ’




