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THE BATTLE COF STCNE'S RIVER
As Viewed by Wm E. Garlock

In 1862 a Confederate Army based at Chattanooga, Tennessee faced a
Union Army urder General Buell located at Murfreesboro, The Confederate
General, Braxton Brapgg, advanced against Buell, slipped by him to the east
and moved northward into Kentucky. Buell hastily withdrew to Louisville,
which city was in a dither of concern. The finion Army then moved south
and on October 8, 1862 met Bragg at Ferryville. After some indecisive
fighting Brage withdrew to Chattanooga, somewhat discouraged because he had
not been welcomed by the civilian population of Kentucky. Meanwhile Buell
returned to Nashville cautiously facing south. He was urged to move against,
Bragg who was. now situated at Murfreesboro. When he did not Buell was
removed from command and General Rosecrans was placed in his stead. Rosecrans
did not heed the higher command either and continued to set at Nashville
gathering supplies and training his army. Finally on December 26th Rosecrans
moved out towards Murfreesboro some 25 miles to the southeast of Nashville.

The writer of this letter, Sgt. William Erastus Garlock, was a boy
about sixteen years of age who had enlisted in the L2nd Illinois Volunteer
Regiment when it was formed in 1861. He came from the DeKalb area and
many other soldiers from DeKalb were enrolled with him in Company K of the-
lf2nd. This regiment was first organized by a Col. Webb but command soon
shifted to a youne lawyer named Roberts. Col. Roberts had moved to Chicago
from Fennsylvania in 1858 and had practiced law there until the start of the
- Civil War, He was an« axcellent soldier and well liked by the men of the

L2nd, The regiment was first assigned in Missouri and then was with General
Pope when he moved against Island No. 10 and New Madrid on the upper
Mississippi. In this campaign Col., Roberts was directed to destroy a Con-
federate battery located straterically on an island in the river. Taking
forty men in several amall boats Roberts set out one dark night. To their
dismay flashes of lightning sometimes illuminated the little flotilla.

However they were not detected vntil they nearly reached shore. The Con-
federate gvards fired a wild volley at them, mostly over their heads, and
then fled., Roberts and his men landed, destroyed the cannon and then withdrew
before the Confederates could regroup.-

By the time the L2nd Illincis had reached Nashville Col. Roberts had
been promoted to Brigade Commander. His Higade was in the Division commanded
by General thillip Sheridan which was in turn in the Army Corps commanded
by Ceneral McCooks On December 26th MuCook's Corps moved out towards
Murfreesboro on the right flank of the army., This is described in Sgt.
Garlock's letter. : 7 :
: In Camp two miles South of

Murfreesboro, Jan the 7th, 63

Dearest Abe, How are you, I am all right. I went through the Battle
all right without a scratch A ball glanced aganst my leg but it left no
mark, Well Abe this being the first Battle I have been in I shal try &
tell vou the whole thing through, so that you can forme some Idea of ite.

Now Abe it is curous I don't eet any Letters frome you or any one else I
shal be obliged to quit writing, I am in the best of Health, & enjoy my self
well as usual. it is now nere all right, We have just got our Tent Pitched
& my things in it We struck Tents & roled our blankets with three days
rations in our harversacks on the 26th, We, started out early on the Nolens-
vill Pike. Our men vassed on with slight sktrmishing a long the road untill
we got on the south side of the town of Lebohn when they began commenced



playing on us with a six gun Battery. onﬂ{Battery soon give them plenty of
business while some of our Iftry. made a charge on their Battery & captured
one gun Horses & men They got the others off we haveing no Cavelery with
us or we would of taken the whole Battery We had a few killed & wounded

but they had more we took quite a No. Prisoners through the course of the
day We was on Picket at Night on a High hill just past the town We passed
a few secesh Camps about 30,00 The rain poured down about four hours I
got as whet as you Pleas but I thought that was nothing if I could only get

a whack at the Rebs The 27th was a rainy cold day. We advanced a few

miles & had quite a fight with them which resulted in there sceedadel., We
encamped nere an old Secesh house = We burnt up all his rail fence & got

us all the Bacon we wanted and had plenty of Hard Bread. The 28th we lay
still it being Sunday. it cleared off pleasent but cold. We lay in plenty
of stores frome the Plantations nere us, The 29th we crossed over to the

s S < i ) . . Pike two miles west of the Murfreesboro
Pike, The day was a Fleasent day but we had an affell jant through the
Swamp. but we got in Camp some after dark we was alowed no fire & it

was a rainy & cold night, The 30th we Advanced for Murfreesboro We went

a couple miles when they began to dispute our pasage rather seriously. the
92nd was ordered forward . -. - : as Scermishers they soon went in & the
scermish turned into quite a fight before Night. We made them give slowly.
Artilery played rather seriously about two hours it rained the most of the
day & then at Night we went on Picket We had a No. wounded & a cople killed
but no one in our Co. Capot of Co, C was wounded in the face I went out
after dark & got a good store of Sweet Potatoes & baked them up & put them
in my harversack what I did not eat. The thirty first a Christmas [New Year's
EVQJ was the day we done our fighting, I think I shal remember that day
though I did not think once in the course of the day that it was Christmas.

There seems to be a page of the letter lost here. The happenings were as
follows: On December 30th the Union Army was drawn up northwest of Murfreesboro
with its left on the west bank of the Stone River, its center extended

across the railroad and communications highway and its right, under General
A. D. McCook, extended on westward. The Confederate Army's right wing rested
on the east bank of the Stone River, its center on the west bank and the it
left extended westward. Gen. Rosecrans planned to shift his left wing across
the Stone River and fall on the Confederate right in force, crush ttem and
then swing to the west and roll up the Confederate Army. Gen, Bragg's plan
of attack was similar, He intended to fall on the Union right with his
re-inforced left, smash them and then roll them eastward and expose their
commmication lines. On the morning of December 31 Rosecrans had begun to
ferry his 1 eft across the river when the sound of battle indicated that
Bragg had attacked his right. He immediately stopped this movement across
the river. On the right McCook had placed his corps in an order much too
extended, Under the furious Southern attack the westernmost divisions of
Davis and Johnson were shattered and driven. Brig. Cen. Phillip Sheridan's
3rd division's flank and rear were exposed. Sheridan ordered the brigade

of Si11 and his reserve regiments to withdraw from the line and Col, Robert's
3rd Bripade, which had changed front ard formed in a column of regiments,

to charre the enemy.

In the words of Col. Luther P. Bradley of the 3rd Brigade, "About
8:30 a..m. Colonel Roberts ordered the Twenty-second, Forty-second, and
Fifty-first to charge the enemy's columns, and gallantly led them in person.
The Forty-second and Fifty-first charged in line, with the twenty-second
in the rear of the Forty-second, at battalion distance.. These regiments went
forward at the double-quick, and cleared the wood in front of our lines,






