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Co. I Sixteenth Regiment
Tennessee Volunteers



: 3 OL 15 UHLLY CAPELATUHLTD WUL LUl LUt —aras
Z“a //,,- War. He oirien wrote articles for county
e e

papers giving Lue gaLes auu praces where

MO 2 T the boys in gray were firty, six.y years
ago. This was especially popular during
c e vhe 'teens when the Confederate Veterans
\H;»L“-T é“::;ij) 1nad wneir auuuai reunions and were en-
B . tertained at ai: Lue county Lairs.

PI:L(/EH Cl«;qué W an Unrortunately, his diary has beeu

tus.. However, in 1¥1l, he wrote a series

( A 4 of articles tor THE SPENCER TIMES publish-
e eles Q.8 Cta i £ 1 SP E lish
. - 2 ed by E.N. Haston, long-.:me Secrecary or
d?éblLépm% (e s gave the

Stace ot Tennessee. Mr Haston,

S%ﬁumﬁ,¢4,1_ B e o Orixinals Lo nis brother-in-law, and my

‘? 7 uncle, F.S. Ciark oL McMinnville,
ﬁd < 8 g Lemole. These articles were written more
o Lnan LiiLy years ago---fifty years atter
?’M‘\7 é’ . r8 v tue CLVIL WAR. Mucu or his material was

e taken from his diary-- vuc. THE war was

%‘ )/i /'L“’"'Zﬂ-f-g‘ &gﬁ_,z;‘_L stitl fresh in his memory.

—— Tne rirs. arcicle was Lost and we

e :j;;ﬁ34L1414ﬂ‘ E:;L¢A{L4 had despaired of locating a copy. Just
a tew aays ago my sister, Mrs. C.B. Shock—

iey, Ltounu 4 copy of this article in the
bottom oI a truuk iu uer aLcicC.

These articles were reprintea in THE SPENCER TIMES about 1918 and by
THE SPARTA EXPOSITOR---and probably other county pape:s.

Tlies year, 1¥63, seemed to be the proper year rort re-publisning these
articles, since we are vuserving cthe Civil War Centennial.

We elected to use tue off-set method for two reasous---to substantiate
the authenticity, it sucn suouiu ve ueeued; and to reveal the excelient peu—
wanship of that era.

It is our hope that these ariicies might be of some minor historicai.
value----especially to the relatives of the Van Buren vouys who tought for the
Lost Cause.

IL 1s no. vur purpose co re-open a wound that has so neariy nealed arcer
a century. Instead, we concur wiin Avram J. Kyan in his beautiful poem "The
Conquered Bauuer!'—--

"Furl that Banner; True 'tis gory,

Yet 'tis wreathed around with gilory,
Aua'twill live in song and story

"Furl that Banner, sol.iy, slowly;
Treat it gently----it 1s hoiy

For 1t droops above the dead;
Touch 1t not----unfold it never---

Let ic droup tuere furled forever,
For its people's uopes are ried."

Respectfully,

CZ;;¢47<£Z14J31?Lf‘3%}’/

August 1963




ARTICLE NUMBER ONE

It was understood by al: Lua. we would start on the 15th or May.
Spring opened early that year, and farmers were over their corn crops tne
second time. The 15th was on Wednesaay wnicn was clear and beautiful.

We all met atWiley Millers (now Goodbar) Our wives, sisters and
sweeLnearts were there in great numbers. Avouc. 2 P.M. we Lold them good-
bye ana ma:rcuea orr to the music of Alf and Joe Stipes iiduies and Lewis
Ford's drum. Severa. o. .uem never saw Van Buren County again. Remember
this was fifty years ago in May We arrived in McMinnville late 1in rne
evening and the good people took care of us that night and gave us break=
fast next morning.

Tue raiiroad then came to the river below town. We went down there
to take rue crain for Tullahoma, Many, in fact, most of us, had never
seen a Steam Car ana some of the boys looked unader tne car box ror the
engiue tn a lictuie wnite the engine came from tne water rank hitched
to the train aua "we sailed away ladies". The discance to Tullahoma was
35 mites ana I think we made the run in abour six nours. We thought thac
we were tiying. One fellow held his watcn, wuiie another counted the mile
posts and sald we were going a miie a minucte. But he was mistakeu. We
stopped at Tullahoma and waited ror cue ctrain from Nashville. We took the
train; went 8outh 8 miles; crossed Elk River and campeu aL a place cailed
Alisona. We soon began .o experience camp lite. We arew racions in abund=
ance, but had no cooking vessels for a tew days. A iaciory had burned
down, just previous ro our going there. We useu pieces ot smoke stack and
otner waterlals tor cooking vessels. Do you remember Gabe Eixins? He naa
peen preaching tor severa: years, but put away his Bible, and took up his
fiddle. He caiieu uis favorite piece "Pewcter" aua played for the boys to
dance. We began to learn guard duiry ana daily drill. We woulid occasion- 4
ally, steal a ride on wne train to vechard. I remember my first experience L
in cooking rice We divided the company iuto what we called messes, wi.u ]
six to the mess. I decided tu cuuk some rice for my mess. 1 pu. avout one
gallon of rice 1u a Camp kectle of water and 1t soon pegan to run over. I
took ouc some or it and it boiled over again. L cecided the rice.was
spuiried but some fellow told me wnau 1t all did that way.

S ol bR L R L S S

We naa not yet organized and had no tents nor guns. We were mustered
into service on the 2Utn by General Anderson. We were all out in line to i
be inspected as to our physical apility. The halt, the maimeu aua stiff |
jointed put torun cneir very best appearance, for fear of being rejecceu, 1
pur Ohl my, 'twas not long until some began to make excuse. We enjoyed i
our snort stay there, but anxious to go elsewhere. It is natural ror a '
soldier to soon ctire u. one place. My first guarda au.y was on the South !
end oL .ue bridge across the river uear our encampment. lu wy next I i
will carry you away from Alisona. X

C.H. Clark ph
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