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Historic Sketch of the Chicago Board of Trade Baftery.

July Bth, 1862, the President made pocall for three hoodred thousand soldiers. There was not that
ready response that characterized previons demonds. At this joncture men with minds to grasp the

sitnation, and whose moral judgment urged them to support the right, appeared with a fixed determi-
mnation. These characteristics were developed in Chlcago thue:

g Y Ceicago, T, Joly 18, 1562
. T. WeeeLeRr, President of the Board of Trade:

" We, the nndersigned members, request you to call at sn early day, & geveral meeting of the Bowrd
to pledge ouncel ves o nae our inflnence and money L recrmit & battery to be known as the Board of

Trade Battery. “ GeomEe STREL, LY. Mvws, C. H. WALKER, Jn.,
Wi, STURGES, G. L. Score, E. G. WoLooTT,
E. AKIN, T. J. Enoxzox, Frixr & THoHPION,"
M, C, BrEARsS, ;

The meeting was callel in thelr rooms, corper Soath Water nnd Wells streets, July 21, 1862,
Secomd Vice-President Jobn L. Hancock presided with an ontspoken patriotism in accord with tha
aszembly. C. H. Walker, Jr., introduced resplutions in harmony with the call, which were unanimoasly
adopted. Subscriptions were announced, and 35131 was pledwed. A mnster roll was presented,
bearing the legend, ** Chicago Board of Trade Battery.” The following names were enrolled Tor three
years or the war: 8. H. STevexs, 5. 0. Stevens, J. W, Broon, Carviy DrRasn, WALEXTINE STREL,
H. B, CHANDLER, A. F. Baxten, H. J. Baxteg, [, A, Howaan. :

The moster roll was entrustsd to 5. H. Stevens, and an adjonrnihent curried.  Thus was satabiizhd
n precedent,—& commereial leadership, —with the materinl cesalt of placing in the fiesld the Chicago
Board of Trade Battery; the Tid, 86th amd 113th infantry rr-gi.mcnu Iiignis Yolnnteers, amd 250,000
war funds on deposit. On lightning wings this action Aew enst and west, ﬂ_dng the patrictism of com-
mercinl America, aotil the oation felt it assnring infloence. An cothnslastic mecting was held the
evening of the 22d, and the muns#tcer roll increased to 68 names. The roll was closed at 4 p. m. on the
24 with 130 names and many walting to sign. Thls dispatcls was tramsim ied : ;

_ M Boanp oF ThaDg Rood=, Cuicaso, July 23, 1562,
“AnrapaM Lawcons, President of the TTnired States:

e Board of Trade of this city have within the last forty-elghi bours mised $15000 hounty mousy,
nod hve recroited o Mill company of Arctillecy.

"'ﬂium:l'l, J. L~ HARCOGOR, GEORAE ARMOUR, H. W. HmisnaLe,
: W STURGES, . H. WALKER, JR.. 4. H. STEVERS"

Jualy th, 1962, company occapisd City Armory aa drill-room.  Angast ist, 1882, Capl. J. Christo-
pher, U. 8. A., selected 155 men from the 180 enrolled (thers was no medical examination), and muoatered
them Into the eervice of United States as the Chicago Board of Trade Battery Tlls Vols. James H.
Btokes, a gradnnte of West Point Military Academy. wns elected and mustered as Captain, Angust
2, en ronte to camp, marched in review past the Board of Treade rooms on Sonth Water streel,
Partonk of the hospitality of Mee. Hensy B. Clark, corner Michigan Bouwlevard and 16th eireet.
Marched to camp auwd pirehed tents sonth of Camp Donglas, near what is now 5Tih sireet and Stanton
wyenne.  George 1. Robinson was elected Senior I8t Lisptenant, Trambull D. Geifn, dovior 1=t
Liegtenant. 5. H. Stevens was appointed Orderiy Sergeant.  Augnst dth, A. F. Baxter was elected Se-
nior 2d Lisntenant; Henry Bennets, Junlor 24 Lisutenant. M. 8. Sanford was appointed Quartermaster
Sergeant; Calvin Durand, Commissary Sergennt: F, 4. Deane, 15t Serzeant: L. B. Hand, 2d Sergeant;
Wm. Bandeiph, 8d Sergeant; A. L. Adams, dth Sergeant; George Bowers, Sth Sergeant; M. H. Salis-
burj'_ Bth Smnb; tu_gﬂhrr with twelve corporals, siz nrtificers nod two buglers.  {For -mmplum Fo=lET
of the Battery see Adjutant-General's report, Volume VIIL, pages GH-847.)

Angust 11th, recalved eix Jumes rifled ten-ponnder flebd artillery guns, Auguss 13th, apprared for Ll
time in aniform; August $0th, received 110 artillery borses; Angust 24, dellled with horses for Grat
rime: September 8th, broke camp and moved via M, O, K. R.; arrived In Lonisville on che 10th, at 7 pan. ;
15th, grand review on Bromdway by General Charbes Croft; 168th, exchanged four rifled for four smooth-
bared six-pounder guns, October 1st, 1562, the nrny moved from Lounisville ou the campalgn of Perry-
ville. The battery was attuched to General Dumont's division, which oceupied the extrems left at
Frankfort. October 11th, brizade of Geweral 15 5. Granger, of Dumont's divicion, was ondered to
report to Major-Generl A, Melk Me(look at the front. ‘The battery moved with the brigude, Struck
rehel General Forrest’s command st Lawrenceburg, First engagemenst. Onpe direct shot cansed the
eoemy Lo retreal. October 30th, Major-Genersl Rosecrans took command at Lonisville, A depart-
ment of the Comberland wis the segond tiome created. The troops of the department were designated
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B CHICAGO BOARD OF TRADE BATTERY.

14th Army Compa. November 4th, the aruy onlered to advance on Nashyille, Tennessee, With
General R. 5. Granger in command of post of Bowling Green, and batlery parked at headnoartera, this
kind of soldicring was not our wilsh., Captaln James F. Stokes made application to be allowed to
go to the front.  His request was granted December 4th. Infauiry maskets and ammuaition were
furnished for all the cannoneers, aod without escort the battery moved in the direction of Xashville
vin Tyrea Spﬂngn. The cnemy held pos=ession of the entire roste, hat we arrived salely December
tth, 168% Same evening 5. H. Stephens took command of left section as Senfor 24 Lientenant,
and L. B. Hand was promoted Orderly Sergeant, December 14th. 1362, a detnil consisting of Lisnt.
Stevens and Quartermaster-Serreant Durand, and ten men with three leams, were ordered out on Prank-
lin pike for forage. Sixtesn monnted Confederates made adash, wonnded one man and capinred six.
December 20, attached to Ploneer Brigade. This arganization, formed by e detall of two men from
cach company of infantry in the Army of the Comberiamd, divided into thres battallons ander detailed
officers, the whole communded by Capiain 5t Clalr Mortoa, of the enginesr department regnlor army,
December 26th, 1862, campaizn of Stone river opened.  During the night December 29th bailt two bridges
over Btewart's Creek.  December 3h, army fighting for pasition.  Bivosacked on the fiell thres miles
feovm Munrfreeshoro.  December Slst, Tam., from the distant right came the sonnd of batthe; 8 am.,
the whols right wing out of the fight, and the centre desperately engnged. The battery come loto posi-
tion near the graveyand between the railroad and the pike. A slight rise beyond wos occupied. To
the left and front lay the key tothe positlon, not to held the gap would be fatal. At this jonctare
Major-General Rosecrans dashed [rom lelt o righe, and discovered (he l:'hi{'azu} Board of Trade Battery
ready for the fray, but without positive direction. His orders were given to officers avd men indiscrim-
inately., ns the case demanded. He spurred back Lo vesr gap, retnrned part way, beckoned, and
shonted * Right this way.” Ae on purade, the command at a trot came Into battery ju the gap on the
crest with diminished intervals, made necesgary by a point of second-growth forest on either fank.
‘On the right and immediate front on open feld beyond, within easy musket range debouching from the
death-masked cedars, the enemy in pursuit of the retreating blue, The cannonesrs were at their posts,
the Genernl on the rght Ia line. The order rung oot, ** load; " bhefore the wonl * Sre™ came he raized
hi= hand amd planged down the declivity in front. He had secw the approaching ronted mass of
soldiers, who st ovce would swarm on the front, over and throogh the battery, followed hy the -
wietnrlons fos; & moment's delar, and the t,a.j:ltllm_ of the battery would be inevirable. Om came the
exultant yell. The artillerymen etood with Janyand tightly denwn wnill to longer wait all was lost, As
from one gnn six death-dealing shells passed over the head of the commanding General intn the mass
of " (Gray™ hue:.-nnd, and from thence thirty per minnte until rthe front was clear,

Onr Ratcery stood in reliel on thi: crest; each gnn squwl coulld be connted by the reliel acroas the
intervening space.  The enemy’s artillery opened with deadly precision, and soadmirably was it masked

" that their gans conld not ba located. The infantry, formed in front of the forest, deliverad a volley, and

churged peross the open field. ‘Then canister wns ihe ery,—within thirty yards the foremost went
down, when all notdisnbled songht shelter in the rear. This was thrice repeated. By 11 o'clock the
enemy had learned that neither bravery nor numbers foald earry the battery in their feont, and all
wae quist. Threeof our men lay dead by theirdisabled puns. Ten wonnded were taken to the rear.
The Battery having held its ground, it became the pivotal point on which the chrht and centre rested.
Late In the afternoon, to meet & threatened assanlt of Preston’s and Palmer's rebel brigades, the heit
gegtion of Batbery chanzed froot to the southwest, Palmer's brigade wasg in ambnscade on the border
of an open Geld, 200 Farde 1o our front, and at twilight somasked their line by a dropping fiea on
Union soldiers gathering dead and wonnded hetween the lines. The section opened with a zeal o
surpaseed. The rebels, being taken entirely by eurprise, were thrown into the greatest confnsion, som e
retreating ; others advanced @ring notil they reached our line and wers taken in.  The section returned
to ite original poaition, and the second day st Stone river was ¢closed.  In the chill night, withont fires,
wo buaried onr dead, and then lay on the frozen ground swaiting thecoming of the morning of the new
year andd & repewal of the contest.  Janonary 24, six voluntesrs from the command took from between
the lines nnder fire an nbandoned siz.ponnder gun o replace ihe one dizabled. In recognition Gen.
Rosecrnns declared the orgunization a seven-gun baitery, and It so remained until after the battle of
Chickamangza. 4 p. m.—The Battery in reserve, in battery, in the forest on the left bank of Svone river,
one-fourth of a mile in rear of left wing. Then Gen. J. 5. Hegley came dashing back. * For God's
gake, Captain Stolees, come to the front: oar men are giviog way.” “Theorder rang ont clear and fall:
“Limbor to the fropl”=" By piecea from the right, forward joto column."—* Trot.”—" Gallop.™
Without change of gait the onder came, “Forwand into hattery.”  Fifty-eight cannon poured their iron
contents into the rebel mass, and with hightning rapldity repeated until their lines waver, reel and hreak
to the rear, pursaed as hy an avenging Xemeals,—the Stars and Stripes. It was estimated that in 40
minntes 2,000 rebels lay bleeding on the field. In the meantime the rebel Gen. Bragr had ordersd a
division on the 1eft bank of the river bat the repulse had been 8o quirk and deci=ive that the troops did
not get into position wntil late—ahsorbing victory appeared o cover the movement toall except Captain
Siopkes. He nrdersd the Bottery forward and without snpport cheeked the mlvance ag short range, Oar
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prosition being weticed, Inlantcy wis onbersel up ol the eIy :'I_l_npq;-r-.._-d_ The Baltery crossed the
river. Commands which belonged to the * left™ coming lnto live, the Mattery retnmmed,  Jannary 4th,
Sumiday, rebel army in fali retrear.  Onr loss was 8 Killed, 8 wonnded,

Tha following dizpateh was pent :

E Nasuvinng, Texy,, Jaonary 3d, 1363,

“MunrT NEuzow & Co., Chichgo: i
* Murfreceborn s cnre,  Terrifie fighting on Friday. No more cosnalties in the Battery; it haz won

elorions distinction. B. H. Brevexs.”

‘Withont our knowledge it was the first news received of the viciory of the Union arms at Stone
river. January fth to June 234, 1563, in camp at Morfreeshoro, Tenn.  The most notable event was
the changsing of the command feom monnted field o horse srtillery, and being attached to the 2d
divigion of eavalry, Army of the Comberland, commanded by Brig.-Gen. John B Turchin, and were
thi only Battery of borse or fiFing artillery in the westerniarmies, Jone 24th, moved with the srny,
keeping on the fanks na it advanced, following Broge's army throngh Tollaboma and Wincheater to
Humnisville, Ale. July i3th, from bere the third cection, under command of Lieat Griffin, went via
McMinnville and Pikeville, crossing rhe Tennessee river on the left of the army, and at Ringzold,
Ga.. fred the first gun, which opened the battle of Chickamaugn, September 18th,  August 20th, croased
the Comberland Mountaines toward Stevenson.  Heptember 230 went over the Tennessee rivir, moving
south to Big Wills Valley; Sh, marched sonth on top of Lookout rRnge, down into the valley, scouling
on the left of Bragg's nemy, woing within two miles of Lafayette, Ga. Sonday, 20th, moved throngh
Stevenn’ trap, and at 10 . m. joined the army, and fonght on the extreme right durlng the bartle of
Chickamanga; slso 20st aml 205 onr loss heing 12 horses, and three wheels from the gnns,

From Septem ber 23d to Cetober 1ot the Battery, with the 24 division of envalry, wnider Brig.-Gen,
George Ceook, was guarding fords above Chattanooga.  On the 1st, the rebel, Maj.-Gen, Joa. Wheeler

croased st Washington, 40 milea above, with 6,000 men; two other colomns were preparing (o cross

below, g af Bellefonte, the other at Courtland, Ala. Uctober 2d, the 21 division cavalry, and guns
1. 2and 4 from the Battery, passed over Waldron's ridge ln pursuil of rebel Gen. Wheeler, October
A, descended the Comberland Mountaing. Encountererd the rebels in severs ekinmish.  Octobar 4th,
passed through MeMinnville, and drove renr gunrd geven miles beyond. Octoboer Gth, Gen, Wheeler
renched Murfreesbore, and threw ot fealers to the south for his antielpated divizlons, bat they did not
CEAmE, {,1ur|_|;étl his renr guard, two miles oul, and, by & flank movement, pleced the divizion betwesn
the enemy and Nashrille. This, and the non-appearance of the other columns, capsed Whesler to
turn gonth to effect n junction, az well as to avold an engagement. October Gth, marched throngh
Guy's Gap to within six miles of Shelbyville. October Tth, erogsed Tnck river al Shelbyville,  Thres
nilles beyond diecovered 2 rebel brigade in camp, enjoying the rich loot of the tows.  Mounted infantry
charged and dispersed them. The 2d division of cavalry ondered in parenit.  Without orders, the
Battery joinsl. The rear was prshed on to the main ¢olumn by an slmost contiouwon: Gre nntll late
in the atternoon. Gen. Wheeler was forced to mass at Farmington, The frequent contests had fully
ndvised the relsl Genemnl of the capahilities of each arm engaged. Thia knowledge nrged him o
goard muninst eovaley, and make his own heavy ehort-range artillery effactive, Dismounted cavaley
wis formed acroee the road, protected by the fences aud boildings of the lown, with au open country
to the rear. III! Iront, AL short mosket ange, & cedar thicket, about 400 yards in extent, resting on 3
gentle incline towand the west, which began with the cedars on the cast. This thickel was so dense
that dizmounted men conld not form natil the open ground toward the enemy was gained, The road
throngh the cedars was narrow, the evergresns meeting overbead. The rebel artillery, consisting of

" two twelve-pounder howltzers and & thres-lnch rified gon, was placed at a bend in the rond, fonr

hundred yards down the Ipeline. This distance left them outside of the cedars. 8o &8 to have an
enfilading fice on any troops emerging therefrom. As no gun al the top of the iocline conld he
depressged S0 &3 (0 be bronght to bear on the rebel gnns, to insnre any execotion oor artiilery had to
be placed fifty yands (o the frout, The rebel artillery no longer sweeps the road. Oor troops have
passed the cedura, their lines enfiladed,  Fifty yards down the incline, beneath the cedars, within three
hundresl and Gty yarda of the coemy, their weight of metal as five 00 one.  Dur percossion ghells
explode in their midst. A coisson goes ap; bat the enemy fights with & will, A three-inch shell
wtrikes onr trail. Every man is swept from his place.  All are wounded, Another shot, and onr gun
I dizabled, Lientensant Stevens, in command, harrics to the rear, and willing bamds, amidst & hell
of fire, roll the second gnn into positon. It opens, and e slanghter is anch there is none to serve
the rebel guns. ‘The dismounted men chargel, and the enemy fled. October Sth, in pursait. Sth,
found the enemy enteenched ac Sugar Creek.  Charged and routed them and porsued botly to Tennesses
river. Gen. Thonss reported @ Y This pursuit is nasarpsssed for its enerzy, bravery and enduranee,
October 10th to 15th, marched to Deckard for C, aod . M. etorez.  Found none, Conntermarched to
Magsville and lived off the country., October 20th, Cape, Stokes relieved of commani to take position in
Q. M, Dept.  November, moved to Huntaville ami batbery again united. December 24, Liesl. Stevens

_onleeed to Nushville in interest 0. M. Depi.







