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Fortress Rosecrans, located immediately west of Murfreesboro,
Tennessee, was constructed by units of the Army of the Cum-
berland (USA) under the direction of Brigadier General James
St. C. Morton in early 1863. The Fortress, reportedly the
largest earthenwork fortress constructed by Union forces in
the Civil War, originally covered an area of approximately 225
acres. The site was chosen because 1t was near the geographic
center of Tennessee and astride the main tracks of the

The Fortress originally included eight lunettes, four re-
doubts, a steam saw mill, a magazine, and several warehouses.

Most of the original fortress has been lost due to urban
development. Part of the original fortress site (formerly
Redoubt Brannan) 1s owned by the National Park Service. The
only extant portion is the several hundred feet of wall
spanning from Lunette Thomas to Lunette Palmer). These
remaining walls average approximately fifteen feet in height -
and twenty-five feet in thickness at the base, All are
covered with large trees and heavy underbrush.

Present plans call for recreational facillities to be built
west of the walls, whlle an effort will be made to restore
the walls to thelr original appearance.
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PBTATEMENT OF JHeMiFICANMCE I

For 2 years, from early 1863 to 1865, Fortress Rosecrans
played a significant role in the success enjoyed by General
William T. Sherman's forces as they moved from Nashville

to Chattanooga to Atlanta to Savannah.

From the massive supply depot protected by the walls of
Fortress Rosecrans came logistical support that undergirded
Sherman's good fortune.

Reportedly the largest earthenwork fortificatlion built by

the Union army during the Civil War, Fortress Rosecrans
served as a central point of Union Army strength in Tennessee
and secured the rear of that army from any serious challenge.

RULC: Tl 0N S

In late 1864, elements of the Confederate Army struck at
Murfreesboro and Fortress Rosecrans in a desperate effort

to halt the flow of supplies southeastward to Sherman. Under
the immediate command of General Nathan Bedford Forrest,

the Confederates succeeded in disrupting rail communiﬂations
briefly before being repulsed. Four months later the war
ended. At some undertermined date following the conclusion
of hostilities in 1865 For?ress Rosecrans was abandoned.

I NS

Stones River National" Battlefield
Rt 10, Box 495 Md Nashville Hwy,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37130




5. n;}?ésiauoahthKJL REFERENCES

J. S5t. Clair Morton, Memoir Explaining the Situation and

Defense of Fortress Rosecrans,

E ed, 1863). Copy located in
| Record Group 77, Item # M-4345-1863

(privately print-—
National Archives,

[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA S

pil. 'FORM PREFARED BY.

s

ey 0 B

MaMmeE AND TITLE:

James K. Huhta 2

QRGANIZATION

STREET & NUMBER

E

DATE =

Sepbs 1

1973

“fna&shc:_nﬂ_ﬂmmteg tual _a.nﬁ_Z_Qninng ciety

x

CITY OR Tows 3 STATE

Tennessee

CODE

H?

(12.STATE .umsoﬁ’- i}% FICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER YERIFICATION

"~ As the designated State Liaizon Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
rvaluated according to the c-ileria and procedures set
forth 'i:._-,,- the National Park Scrvice. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Natiomal [ Slate [ Local [}

1 hereby cerlify that this properly is included in the
Netional Repister.

Diractor, Office of Archeolagy and Historic Preservation

Drate

ATTEST:

Late ™

HKeeper of The National Register

LATITUDE AhDLﬂNLITuL:-E K:UUHDINnTEE =ilizay T LATITUDE AME LONGIT IDE cOORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROSERTY 0 DEFINING THe Len TR POING OF A FrOPERTY
£ R _OF LESS THAM TEN ACRES
lcoRMER B LATITk.flL LOMGI TUDE LATI TUDE LOMGI TUDE
Dezrees Minvtes 5‘-":'3'“1‘5 Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
, a #
A4 we | 86° 24 48- | 35 51 12- ST s R
.7 o ] -
HE 86° 24 hp- Someny: 25
Ll " L] L -
SE 86° 52418 S ahdr T h
¥ 88° oi* oh- Fepereae. )= Eroius
APFPROXIMATL hCRE-'-f-E oF NDMIN’ATED PROPERTY:
skt L8 zecres
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR F'HD"—'"E'RT'IES OVERLAPPIMG STATE OR COUNTY BouNDAmEs
STATE: - _ toDE | counTy CODE
!
STATE: CODE | COUMNTY: CODE
Ll 2
2T ATE: : CODE | COUNTY: CODE
:
STATE: CORE COUNTY: CODE

SNOILONYHLSNI

3 35



-
oy
e = /I.-f ~
5 i T o R L R

-

!'jt_ 14’5’ kel 2
y{;rﬂ, e .,"":/:-‘:...-'-1. L _:..:,,.a-t_."{,r
= i - 2o ,-‘f?' P 3
e T ey - i
. o ’_.-'j,-.' L™ ({{%‘H_d""‘-’r‘:-':.:};;ﬂ'ﬂﬁ -‘.'-ﬂ-fr__’/

- =3 = - _“,..':.,—_,’:_, Ll
T o L e Sed P

%KL_-

L

e e,

St S ‘

— T L’?’f‘f’ir}?ﬂm-{ o .
.'H’

. -
L
—p—

oy




xx ol .\

\\h.\.n.._._... F\\\ﬂ\\\f\\n\ﬂ\ﬁhﬁ\h\\hq

ﬂaﬁa&g

7 \\MMQ\NMU

= P
fi\\u..W..ﬂ ....CH\ ..,_\.r\ \\.\\\\

.
i
F (R o e 03 L\\..
5 LY
\_\.‘..._..
M PP
(i .1...\.,... ol I._H\..

.......

!
m\mm\\mﬁﬁ u\u\\.,‘ A
.;W\ Y, m,\\ |

\.rf\\\ﬁ Nm_wp \\‘..,mhnm_ S

L.»w&.c «WM.«RH Pt h&&n.\\ \\,MC x.m.......‘ - \,V,x..m,_\.}m\ __
\\\ \\\u\ 2 .\\‘ i C.\ﬁ\m_. .

\\.._,. T P ﬂ. .\ ... i \\\ ;
.
i/
5 : - ....x. 2 \.\‘- ..\nl..
el A - ,_‘_._.,. ] ...,.‘... B ..L.\\ Ny __ [
,._.. . ..\

n_n,._._..x \\wN....U

x‘
Ay \ ]

\x\..\ ; i S _\\

;,m\nﬁh&mﬁ‘.?\\\

%..._.,.__m

HERE = FLU A, o

L % “
7 n\\ \ i M\hx‘ﬁh._. ’ _
\%&m ,

xmu.
P em.\\\\

AH....\ - ,.r.;. I P L L |

Y K‘.‘._‘.u.nr
#*

e A " __...\ i .u V\V
\. e .-\ 3 el H\ \_\..ﬁ.\

ﬁtr.?} vadoe a0 A
L e e R
T.........ﬂ-.\\ h\ v E Lt ......_”_..u. T
A ey I




Tuﬂ\ \\“.‘.‘.m}mw\q\. A mr M“,..é\;b

MEMOIL

or

HORTRELS ROCHCLANS.

-

ILLEATUATLD BY

PLAN OF WORKS AND MAP OF VIUINITY.

e

" PPREFARED FOILTNE UFE 0F TR CosMaLuAXT, Xeearn

o Emm—

ixo 1o At S0 ey, Nea,, wy Oz o Maa

.
!

Lar

Gryo N 8 ReseonsNg Tl o AT
Conp'n Aruy arynn CexersLasy

ST CL I MOETAN BRI HENL AND QIR
ENGINEEL, ARNY OpF THE CruRRERL AN

]  w

PORTRIER BORECIRANS
=T, ___..__._.: \r .....ﬁ_._“_.. 1-_.q.._.- Lok 0 b oy
TR,

e h\\m_\x\w_\\m\




e A

- -

st. At no time of diy e )
huuses to be caa___n__ﬂnm by Tpra than 40 effeciive wen, the doors
being _E_..m:.ﬁ.:u_. kept elosed and Yarred; wat less than half s
regiment should be ecoratantly within vaeh Limnette of (e
onter line, day or night,
- 3nd, The reghnent or e pany desig:
_v_,n__w particular Launette or Re Joubt shoull eontirts t s
rison that pavtieular work throughout. Exeeption may low.
aver _._.q made E.. the m.,_:_a___. of the exterioy .__;r hod works

, iz any ane of tliv Wack

bl for 1l carrison

n.:_:_n_.w. 1
night. The artillery troops __...._. Bobinally eamp wiliin the
works to which their pivecs veapeelively rr__,.:_.

This nrticle and the prveeding ere are of wove nportinee
Lo be ohserved Ui ol the vost,

8d. The pickets, scouts, vildetter and mounted palools are

to be furnished oul ol the res rvess the pickets shoul! e
stutioned ot Tess than a thosand yanls from the works,
dth. The sortiv passges af e main line of s Tans

oF give exit Lo, laree masios of gur
cement tuking _.__.._ o

are desigoed o wdit,
own treops, in ease ol w geoneral eny
upon or near the position and, in case __i. wre than 1w ddi-
.._-.___:.__ frmi g the gareison, o cnable the deferes b s
il _._“_._.q‘...:_.. ¢ .._;__...._._.;._ :.35?3 the sureizon heing of but ons
...:.____-_ i, __._= tha .._.___.T__ pastnges aliomlil B 2_____.__,.___.. sl
.!__:_ u.?..__—_.n (&) ollieryiae obisfpmetod s ot (e _.E_:.._ whire (Ve
-.E_n.ﬁ.._. E._ _;r.. eober aml bonve 1he works beaprl
ripkinn, st s wigons b wigh stemee e oareh,

sl b Kept Ty il e e,
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Oth, Lael Luvette and Redonbt should be considercd a
furt i ftnelly and its eommander bo Lol vesponsible tat it
offers o vigorous resistance to the ewomy; which means, that
the garricon hold their ground urder sll circumstanees, exeopt
being overpowered in hand to hand confliel with the bayenet,

Gth, Tt s presumed that any ono of the main Lunettus
will ot he surrendered, or evacuated, until its artillery Gre
and that of the collateral Luncttes has boen completely over-
powered and silenced by that of the enemy, and their para-
pets so vuined by the enemy's bomlardment as to cease to
afford ehiclter exeept for sharpshooters,  Even then new par-
apets, traverses and merlons shonld be constructed by the
garrison, which ought to Tabor at night, assiduously, to that
end. When, __a._.___.m;m.ﬁ_.:nm:m the utmost efTorts of the garri-
son Lo koep wne ar mare picees of artillery in the Yaunetto of
atlaeh nnd thie eollatcral Lunotter, (v ns to be ennbled da fire
grape and cannister at the enemy's colimns of attack,) they
are redueed toa musketey defence, it must be understood
that un obetlnate revistanee enn yot Lo made, and mueh loss
inflictod upon the enemy before he can enter the Lunottes of
attack, .\ vigilunt wateh s to be kept upon his movements
when affairs have come to this pass.  When his eolumn of
sssanlt wppenrs Nis eannonade wet flortly ecase—the dis.
le veserves of the fortvess ave wipposed to Lo maeged
under shelter, s near as eiveumstonees will permit to the
Lunetie of sttavke—the momant the cannonade ecases on the
part of the enomy, they are to be warched out with the ute
most dispateh, o as to arrive at the coutested point in tiwe
to reinforce its garvison.  The troops thng accumelated are
expected 1o resist the encmy with the bayonet, and, even if
driven out, should return to the charge onee or oftencr, and
attempt ta rognin possession, :

T My diepasalle veserves, in the preceding article, is
weant all the treops desigmated ax veserve of the garcison
of the Tortiess; the eommandant may, il’ e sees fit, incrcase
thesw veserves by sneh tronpe as v safily be spared, for the
tie by Grom sned ol e worke we are ot Jikely th e
sty with e Lanette ol aftack.

asvipbtod s

T e gy
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Ly D s

W larger furee us veservas than ean wlva

blad at the candesld h_.:.:._ fo el the H.z_”..:_.__....__ ?......._._ﬂ.__“ 1
tha! case, the troops i exeves will be held o resdiness, in
some sheliered place closa ot Dol G0 charg
with the bayonet on his f nl no opps
ring the ussoult, sallying without e works for that pingene,
or otherwise to charge him within the contested wark, slould
he succced o driving oul its defondors.

i Ol It s probable that ot thiy pericd of the siepe the
nw:__nw.._.. of the Lunstic of el will Lo fea rained eondi.
tion, and the smanenition mogtly expended; of conrse, #liould
any picees remain serviceable, they should nor be pomittied
to fall juto the enemy's hands, but must be spiked i they
canvot bo removed; and sueh powder as vewaing shonld be

s the ¢ nemy

aae el Jda

removed or blown up. 1oy happen there iz ¢ L e
dor (o gpare o forts o oo fn the gelicst oF ko

uider (e breach; in which ciee the CLiE X .
goo that one is prapaved, md o ( il E0 iy
el o explude it whon .

10th. I, notwithstanding every exertion on the patof th
defondors, the enemy gain and retain posression of the L
netle of oflack, its dofondees, nnd I game mees, 16 soanpy
peconding to the judgmet of e L
tréal fo the collaterad lunuttin,  The rc
of atinek husing chus been womasd ol by eur 1

¥ do mast dimage to 10 g

doubis oud Luenettes of the foner line w0 vi 0.0 Dae
time, upen five upen it 0
Liear, and end
slrugt hie Jodgewent, and shadter Diineedf from
—..—- i% _u-...._...p.m.."_—. i tin wy wonlhl |

ry s.____"ﬂ_:_n the said Redodes ad vetived Laonettes
duys Ledire waaking e ue
Cottnnndant of eaeh Lo ! |
removed it from §= plalan
the Jrerigde, mid Pt il ey

Cill the guns they can hring 1

or L di

¢ the paemy Lelore lie enn v

1l ...h.. view

et 2heliered | il o

ol assanll Tie Tas vansgl
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elapsed since the commandant aseortain it wonll be we.
locted s tho point of atlack; this interval should he e
ployed by him, not ouly in its vigorous defence of the Lu-
nette attacked, and in the eonstrmetion of intrenclimenis
within it, bub also in construeting battovies and riflo-pits in
its rear, or in strengthening the collatoral Lunettes and the
inner line of works, so na to oblige the enemy to tuke two
Luncites at least by siege, and compol him to silenco the
artiliery firo of at least two more before he ean attack the
inner line, and reduce him to the neecssity of planting lis
batteries in the captured Luncttes and nE_-ua___ErEh the __:_nq .
line by the double sap. -
11th, The enciny cannot well makean upen assault,much less
an attack by regular approaches, without st making himselt
master of the exterior dotached works,  These will thevelore
be rogarded ns obstacles in his path, and should be held,
with more or less obatinnoy, sceording to the judgmont off
the eommandant; who will not maintain them st too great
o loss of 1ifu,0r send out too many troopy to resist the enemy's
attack on them: he should however vequire their garrisuns
to sustnln the assaulb once ab loast, seoing that they lave a
strang profile, and are Manked fram tho Lunettes of tho ower
line by artillery; for which reasous the edemy will sustain
considerable loss in the assault, and the garrisons will b ena-
bled to retreat without being pursned. As the interior of
these works s exposed to the view of the suid Lunettes, the
enemy will find it very dificult to hold thew; il may there-
fore happen that the garrison may re eccupy them once vr
oftencr, and the cocmy be obliged to wake repeated suorifi-
ecs before they fall permanently in his hands. :
12th. The Cowmandant ahould earefully iwstract ull :E
commissioned and non-commissioned officers in the elewicnta-
ry principles velating to the defenen of the works from as-
sault, ps fullows; that whichever Luncite is attacked by the
enemy, sloull be iwmodinloly reinforeed from the reserve;
the collaternl Tomellen, nuomely those on the vight and lolt of
it, togothier with such othoers as hive n view of the ground
pver whivh the encmy st spprsel nost Bkewise D roin-

:i

i

foreed; the curtains wounceting  Lunetlos  Themas sl
Enﬂﬁnr Lunettes Thomus aee! __d_..u_..._._-_. m-n.zq_u winl 1-_.______G
will be mnnned albo from the vererve, with o Ve of skiy
mishers, or with one on wore rauks of :._....__= ¥y aocording o
the judgment of the ewymandunt, and according tu their
bearings on the point thredtened to bo attacked,

13th. The Lunetto attacked ropulses the encmy by its di-
reet fire of musketry and a tillery; the eollateral Luncttes
and eurtaing eross their Bro ih front of it. In caso the ene-
my attack onc of the eurtuind, sueh eurtain is to be strongly
reinforced, ns well as the eollateral Lunettes, and the encmy
is met by the direct fire of the eurtuin, and evuss fire from
the said Lunettes; should a Lunctte or enrtain be taken hy
surprise, or by might attack, {owing to want of vigil
propor procautions,) the troops belonging to it shonld vetecar
to the right and left, unniskisg the captured work, s as to
permit the works of the funer line to open fire fnto it and
to elear the way for the recerve. Both the guuners und the in-

Ly

Auntry troops should bo carefully instructed to fire low,

angd to resorve their fire, in reslsting an assault, 1l the
enemy arrives in force within 600 yards of the peint of
attnok. To this end, warks will Lo estabilishod fn frone of
each Lunclte on a cireumforcnce 600 yards distant from it,
and the onomy should wot be fired upon exeept by sharp-
shootera, unlil the eliel part of the assanlting eolumn has
approached within theaw marks,

. The Block-lousea connat be taken by surprise, and will
prevent the surprise of the Bedoubts and Luneties in which
they are sented; they will al:o be a .a...__::u. for the heavy
artillery, which is not posted habitually in any work wot pro-
vided with a Block-lowa. v

14th. The Commandant wmst ehielly apprehend, and gnard
against, surprises anil wight ottacks, by a proper system of
pickets, soouts and patvols. The must give the garciaon conti-
dence that the works caunot be carried by assault, even hy
an army, i the athiek Bs properly anticipated, and 3000 <l
ever Dappen that the Fortress = ont ol Geoan its comimmiva.
Fioma unel fnvested By powerTul avny, e shonh] eniee it 1




be underston] thar the plice ean bold ont a vionth or so, aid
that reinforecionts ean reasunnbly be expoctol within that
time. )

1810, It o ded that the Fortross, gartaaned and
ided with an armcasent as alove speeificd, is eapabile of
ing out eight weeks at least, agninst a force of thirly
thousand man, cquipped witk a heavy sloge train; and ilouble
that period szaingt an army of sisty thousand i, unpro-
vided with a sisze train. This estimate will serve on n basis
upon which tu calenlate, approximately, the resistance that
should be cxpocted of garrisons exeeeding ono division,
% 10th, The squadron of envalry supposed in the estimate to
belong Lo the of onc division, is designed Lo furnish
patrols and + 2. By Gt pmeans the Commandant ean
keep lims Srmed of the pezitions and movements of
the enciny.  When the Commandunt can o so with perfect
neeurity, he 1oy sanil out small fornging expeditions, guarded
by __:_c srpuadron only, and with wot mers than two oom -
nies of infintsy, (with their arma) to lond the wigons,

th, Tha L s Lelonging o the paveleon it
i ligrass, hosros of

of one divial. o
ofticeis o LR LY ; tiimels for Aty
teams, viz., theee 1o each regimont: these will suffiee for the”
ordinnry requirements of the qgerisou,  The Post Quarter
Mustor's tews are, of eonrse, in nddition to the garrison
teams,  The Post Qraacter-Master will b expectod to reduee
thew te the minimnm eapalle of doing the work, The
Post Quarter-Mzster teams, and sweli teams as wny have
arrivedd {rom the rear or front, fur the porpose of bring-
ing up or eurraing forward supplies, will be parked be-
tween the pite ! and Murfrecs’ house, near the river:

the regimental teams, viz, three teams to each regiment, and

o proportionate allowance to the artillery, will pak according
to regulation, « L ' A

19th. Loy happen that the Commanding General, upin
macehing forward with the souy, will station o light division
al the Fortress, with imstroviioys (o prevent cavaley raids

upon the conamications o the anmy with Nasliville, anl

i i =

D

thir Porteens el Tt 35 reemmanda] il dew divisien
E:E:E:U. wieninge on e west 5ido ol Btone 1
by ity o0 the Nigh grotnds betsean tha Wik iun wipd Frod:
lin vond s,

18th. The Commandant shoubl « & i uficora tu study
the Nuvised Regulation: of the Ar  sArticlos 708 ta 850,
relating to sicges andNghe defonee of fortified plices; alen
the following

Extracty from " Regulations for the Oars of Field
Workso and thé CGovernment of thelr Garrigans,"

IR R TTOY

_l.zﬂﬁ__v..._rn__u_u. =ﬁ___~__... ﬁ}_.::,._.__...___.,”.:.__,.

cach worl: to provide for the care of the arpmonient, md
safely and serviceable eonlitian of the mag.zine,

amd, by firniont
servance of the rutl.
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Jemwry 6, 1841

MENORANDUM RE:- Artillery Needs, Stomes River Hational Military Park

ls Artillery in the Battle:

A. Unlons
The Union Army's chief of Artillery reported that a total
& total of 157 guns were engaged on the Union side.l The types
and numbers were as follows:

10-pdr. Parrots 38

6-pdr.Smooth Bare 36

& 12-pdr.Howitzers 24
5 £ James Rifles 23
& /‘\"‘b\.,.._r—-"'-"_ W{m fhlﬂ)lﬂ
L E~inch rifles !
12-pdr, Wiards 2

E-pdr. Fierds B

|
§
:
;

guns were distributed emong 25 .batteries. lost effeo-
tive of the artillery cocurred on Jenuary 2, 1863, when the
Confederctes came under a heavy fire of 65 Union guns sssembled
by Captain John Mendenhall, Chief of irtillery, Left Wing. Be-
tween 1700 and m Confederate casualtiss ocourred inm less than
an hour's firing.2 These guns belenged to the 3 divisions of the
lsf't wing and the 2nd division of the eenter. All of the above

l.ilmﬂmd' hmﬂnnmimﬁthﬂmtnfﬂol. James Barmett,

in War of the Rebelliem, Offioial Recards of the Unism end Confedorste Krmies
mrm-m b pages 255 - 24d.
2

O« Re, Vole XX, Part I., (report of General Roseorsns)P. 195
(repert of General Breckénridge)P.737



B. Confedermtes:

A complete report of the Confederste artillery engaged was
not made, but it is evident that the following types were used:
napoleons, 12-pdr. howitigrs, €-pdr. smooth bores, 24-pdr.
howitszers, 5-imsh rifles.® About 20-22 batteries wers engaged.t

IIe -l.l'hill"!' in Redoubt Brumnan.

A+ After the cccupation of Murfreesboro by Union forces, an elaborate
fortif ication was constructed to guard the tomn.” This fertifica-
tion was called Fortress Roseerans, Today, ome of the redoubts,
called Redoudbt Braman, is included in the park,

During the Unicn ocoupation of Murfreesboro, the armament of
mmm“numarmrmww.

3 - 30-par. Posiibis
2 - 12-pdr. ﬂm“(-pohﬂ}
1 - 8" Eowitzer “IZ=pdr.

IIIs Recommendations.

As Bestoration of the battery positions ooccupied by the troops om
Dec. 51, 1862, does not sesm advisable, sinoe such resteratiom
would be restricted teo A few Union batteries. {(Other posi-
tions are outside the Park ). Considerstion should be givenm,
hosever, %o the replacemsnt of some of the artillery engaged on
Jen, 2, 1863. (Hendenhall's 56 guns).

B. An artillery exhibit located at a central point in the Park and
designed to acguaint visitors with the types of guns wed in the
battle, how they wers fired, ets., would enhance the wvaluas of the
ares. !'rthhmu-ttlnttmmnrﬁummuﬂ
in the battle should be made available.

€. The somplets armament of Eedoubt Brannan should be restored.

'!:r example see reports of such artillery officers as Ecbertsem, in
O.R., Vol. XX, Part I, p. 758-761; Humphreys, P. 856; Barrett, P. 768

‘hﬂ.ﬂn of batteries included in returns of Oeneral Bragg, op. eit.
B 8EB8-6681.

&

O« Re Beriea I, Yol. 48, Part II, p. 502-605 (Beport of Z. B. Tower)

®0c R., Seriss, I, Vol. XKXII, .93 ——



T m apitulations SOUTHEAST REGION H__*;, e i g nn
3401 #hippls Avenue g i';~=
(FPLY REFER T mE TR A ':Z_f ?:’2 :
A. To fulfill the ainfiim nsbds“ef 888544 River

B “$i 1ins with the above recommendatioms, the MM
needed: :
3 30-pdr. Parrotts 1}'“ 1f1e
3 Fapoleons ) S ﬂrsﬂi‘ﬁr
2 Howitzers 1 12-pdr Wiard
1 10-pdr Parrott 1  6-pdr Wiard =
demorandun  + 9-pdr Smooth bore 1 24-pdr Howitser |
oz Superintendent, Stomes Hiver )
From: Acting Assistant Di“ev*?lﬂ.ﬁmg M%ons e ?. -TL'.

Subject: Research Report, "The History of E
by Edwin C. Baarss

. Technician
Enclosed we are sending you the requested copy M‘henwd

mentioned research report, which we have copied from the available
document in our Regional Office Library.

]
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(o]
b

MNational Parks Canigamal 1872-
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: Memor andum
To: Superintendent, Stones River
From: Acting Assistant Director, Divisic:;n of Operations

Subject: Research Report, The History of Fortress Rosecrans,'
by Edwin C., Bearss

Enclosed we are sending you -the requested copy of the above

mentioned research report, wWhich we have copied from the available
document in our Regional Office Library.

S

Enclosure

Mational Parks Céntennial 18721972



THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

-Chapter I - Fortress Rosecrans Takes Shape

Chapter II - The Defenders of Fortress Rosecrans Change
with the Shifting Tides of the War

Chapter III - Hood Invades Middle Tennessse

Chaptex IV = The Confederates Move Agﬁinst Fortress
Rosecrans

Chaﬁter ¥ ° = The Attack on Blockhouse No. 7

Qhapter VI -~ The Battle of the Cedars

Chapter VII- - Forrest Tries to Squeesze the Yankees out
: of Fortress Rosecrans

: 3

(With Appendicés-and Maps)

by

Edwin C. Bgarss
Research Historian
E Region Ona

Stones River Nationgl Military Fark
December, 1960

3

(Ccompletion of Research Project #1 - Stones River NMP)
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THZ HISTONY OF FORTRESS ROSECRARS

Chapter 1

Fortress Rosec¢rans Takes Shape

Following the battle of Stones River, General Eraxton
“Eragg's Confederate Arzy of Tennessee evacuated Hurfreesboro,
Tennessea, Pragg was successful in his efforts to steal a march
on the Federals, Covered by his hard-riding cavalry, Bragg
retired to Tullahoma, Tennessee, The advance contingents of Major
General #illizm S. Rosecrans' Armgy of the Cumbterland entered
Hurfreesboro.on Jamary 5, 1863, the day after Eragg had departed.
Except for g half-hearted purszuit by the Union ecavalry, Rosecrans'
battered army mzde no attempt to follow the Confederates,

The days immediately following the occupation of
Furfreesboro were busy ones for the Federals, Hosecrans pmat his
troops to work converting the area into a great military base,
Camps znd supply depots for 2 large army were established. #Within
a few days, construction crsws had ‘ba‘ck in operation the seection
of the Hashville and Chattarocoga failroad which linked Murfreesboro
with Rashville, To protect the vitsl railroad bridge and the

nearty span which carrled ithe Kashville plks across Stones River,

-




Rosecrans ordered the area fortified. Brigadier General James 3,
Horton, Rosecrans' chied engineer, was put in charge of the
project, The officers in charge of tha various units of the Army
of the Cumberland which wers camped in and around Murfreestoro
wouid bs called on daily for large fatigue details, The=e

detachments would report to Morton's assletants for work on the

-

fortificationa.

As soon as General Morton had laid cut ths fort, grouand
vas broken, work progressed rapidly. On Febhruary 22, General
Rosecrans wrote Chief of Staff Henry W, Hdalleck that the
hrtﬂlcat.iuns were rapidly taking shape. Rosecrans polnted out
that the Murfreesboro works would serve a two-fold purcose, when
his srmy pushec on toward Chattancoga, thase earthworis would be
gerrisoned by a brigade and serve as a2 secondary dapot. If the
Confederates reccovered the irnitiative, they would provide the frmy
of the Cumcerland with 2 stromg point o fall back uwpon. =

Five days later, Rosecrans again contacted Halleck in
reference to the Murfreestoro fortifications. He reported that
they wers "wall advanced”, Ths general expressed the opinion that,
when completed, a brigcdas posted in the fort would *be able to
cover the depots and bridges zgainst 2 division or two®. =

Apparently, the works were rot zs close to beinz [inished as




Rosecrans had believed, +hen the general telegraphed Halleck on
March 22, he observed, "Our depots arnd defenses are bteing pushed
forward here with almost 4,006 men daily at work." E

Shortly thereafter, the fort was pronounced to be in a
defensiole cendition., On the ZEth, Fosscrans requestsd Halleck to
serd hiam severzl companies of regular artillerists. He wanted to
use the regulars to man the heavy E;uns uhinh were being placed in
the a‘t.rong Horks at Nashville and :hri‘reasbum & Halleck
apoarently ignored Rosecrans® raquest for the artillerists, because
no regular units were sent to the Army of the Cumberland at this

The li.m- of rifle pits guarding the approaches to the
bridges and the magazines was about 14,600 fest in length, Stones
River dividaed the fort into two unequal parts, Both the Nashville
and Chattanooga Railrcad and the Hashville pike passed through the
fortress. To facilit:ate the movement of supplies in and out of
the depot ar=a, a spur was tailt, Two lunettes (NKegley and
Stanley) and one battery (Cruft) were located on the left bank of
the river. Redcubt Schofield was located bzhind and in support of
these three strong points. Seven lunettes (Palmer, Thomss, McCook,
Critienden, Granger, Bousseam, and Reynolds) and one battery

(Mitchell) were ithe strong points located zlong the fortified line




east of the river. Tuo of these (lurettes Palmer and Thomas) were
south of Lytle Creek. wWithin the perimeter were three redoubts

(Brannan, T. J. “cod, and Johnson)., In addition, there were thres
outlying works. Demi-lunette Dzvlis and Demi-Iunette Carfield were

located on the high ground scath o Ftle Creek, commarding the

o i B Vel i e MR
#

Frsnklin road, Redan Van Clave ¢overed the approaches to the
Nashville ford from the east. At various strategic points on the
aporoaches to the fort, trees were felled and an abatis formed,
The magazine, ordnunce, quartsrmaster, and engineera' depots were
cn the east side of the river; the commissary depots on the west
side, 5 £
Yhen completed, tns Ffortress was an anclosed work
contzining about 200 acres. This larpe work was ®composed of a
series of bastion fronta, wiilh small, irrezular bastions and
trcken curtains®. A member of the Corzs of Englneers {(Erigedier
Gener Eealoﬁs B, Tuwar} deseribed the foriress:
sase 25 conslisting of luneties connected

oy indented lipes, having in tke interlior Iour

rectancuisr redoubts, ‘and one lumette as keeps
\ to the position. In large permanent werkxs,
\ with hich scarps, the ditches are swept by

guns in the flanks, becauso ths depressicn of

the guns prevents ine canister-balls from

rising sbove the ;=rapet. Ip fiald foris,

with diichas only zix feet deap am<l long

eurtaing, opposite flanks cannot fire 1n the
asme manner as in percanent works wlthout risk




to the defenders; bat by btreaking the curtain
line the ditches are swept bty close mmsketry.
This is the mamnar of flankins the ditches of
Fortress Rosserans, Its lines give powerful
crozs flres, and direct fires, both of
artillery ard infantry, on sll the approaches,
Placed on ths crests of the elevatlons, thsy
rot only comrund the distant country, Tut
effectually swees the gentle slopes within
canister-range.

Tower placed himself on record as reporting that if the
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fortress were "properly garrisonsd and well deferndad®, it could

mot be taken except by siege. Th= parapets were elevated and

revetted with fascines., To protect the defenders against
."riennhn_et 'ﬁ:ﬂ;". 2 rumber of traverses were throwa up, The heavy
ordnance was fired through esbrasures which were protected by
gabions, Two of the lunettes (Thomas and HeCook) and the four
interior redoubts (Bramnan, T. J. Wocd, Johnssn, and Schofield)
had large blockhousas, btuilt in the form of a cross. The
=mzgazines, except in Bramnnesn Redoubi, were small; that in Pattery
Hitchell was subject to {locding. Cornsequently, during the wat:
2aason, it was uu&les:;. Furtherriore, the ditchez fronting the
four redoubts washed badly daring periods of proionged rain, &
Soxe timo betwean the end of March and the second week
in Juna, these foriificatlions guarding the Stones River bridges

and the Murfreestoro macazines were designated Fortress Rosecrane,

v




On June 12, Rosacrans reported that the fortress was garrisoped Yy

2,39% light duty convalescents, 7
B7 the beginning of the feurth week in June, preparations

A i ST o ety

had been completed and the Armgy of the Cumberlsnd was ready to
take the field, Goaded on by Halleck, Rosecrans planned to drive
the Confederates out of Hiddle Tennessee and capture Chattanoogs.
Before leaving Murfreesboro, Rosecrans {-on the 23d) issued an
order directing Brigadier General Horatio P, Van Cleve to take
charge of Fortress Rosecrans on the departurs of the army. (At
this time, Van Cleve lad a division in Major General Thomas J,
Crittenden's XXI Army Corps.) Rosecrans wanted Van Clsve to
deploy hi.s‘trmps 52 as to protect Hurfresstoro., He would see
that all public properiy was removed to within the fortificatlions,
Al]l ths wagons belonging to the supply ard baggage trains were to

ba brought inside the fortress snd parked nenr Stoanes Fiver. Van

Cleve would zlsc bs responsible for the Murireesboro military
: 8

hospitals and the convalascent cazp,
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THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECHAKS

Kotes == Chapter I

Fortress Rosscrans Takes Shape

1 Ih= 3ar af ihe Bcbollion: 4 Sompilation of fhe 0€ficial Recopds
of the Union and Confadarate Armies, Series I, Vol. XXIIIX, pt. II,

81i. (Cited hereafter as 0. R.)
2 Zbid., 90.
3 Inid., 154. :
4 Ibid., 182, ' 1
5 Atlas to Accosoam: the Q2ficizl Racords of the Unico and

' Confederate Arnles, (:fash-i.-ngtnn, 1891.1895), Plate CXIX, Figz. 3,
The lunettes, demi-lunettes, redoubts, and redans were named for
generzl officers asaizned to the Army of the Cumberland,
é6 Q. R., Series I, Yol. XiLIX, pt. II, sS02,
? 9. R., Series I, Vol. IXITI, pt. II, 423.

8 Ibid., W7,
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THE HISTOXY OF FORTHESS ROSECRANS

Chapter II
The Defenders of Fortress Rosecrzns Change with the Shifting Tides

of the dar

In the days following its departure from Murfreesboro,
the Army of the Cumberland forged rapidly shead, On June 27;.
Rosecrans issued instructions for Van Cleve to hold his division
rezdy to move at a2 mosent's notice, As yet, Rosecrans contimmed,
be had mot made up his mind whether Van Cleve would rajoin
Critternden's corps which was en route to Hanchester, or support
Major General Gordon Uranger's Reserve Corps which was massed at
Christisna, +

It was July 5 before Van Clove's divi:ia:! i=ft
#arfreesboro. FPrior to their departure, Van Cleve's trcops were
relieved of the responsibility for the defense of Fortress
Raaetmnn;: by Brigadier General wWilliam T. Ward's brigade, 2
Within a short tiwe, “ard's Lrigade was transferred io lavergne
and ¥piradicr Cencral Ja=mes D, Morgan's éivislon moved into
Hurireesboro. 4 detachmsnt from Horgan's comaand was detalled to

garrigon Foriress Rosecrans, Iike Ward's brigade, Morgan's



el ol e <4

divisicn was attacked to Granger's Reserve Corps. 3

Horgan's division did not remain a:t. Fortress Rosecrans
very long. At the end of the third week in August, Morgan's
divisicn was sent to Columbiaz, Tenncsses, MNorgan's troops had
bean giver the task of covering the construction crews which were
rebuilding the lashville and Decatur Railroad. Prior to Morgan's
departurs from Murfreestoro, Frigadier General James B, Steedman's
division cf Granger's Reserve Corps took over the defense of the
Nashville and Chattancoga Railroad. This railroad served zs the
supply line for the Army of the Cumberland as it pushed steadily
toward (.'%hattanmga. For the time being, Steedman established his
headquarters in Murfreesboro.

In making his disposition for the defense of the vital
railroad, Steedman posted Colorel Thomas E. Champion's rigade at
Zs5till Springs, Colonel Willlam P. Reid's st Shelbyville, and
Colonel John Coburn’s st Fortress Rosecrans, The 2th Battery,

Chie Iight Artillery‘and the 5th Iowa Cavalry were also stationed

at the fortress, 5 'Ghmpiﬂn‘s-ard Reid's brigades were shifted to
Cowan on Septaxber 7. < Following the occupation of Chattancoga
by the Arcy of the Curmberland on Se;t.;u:ber 9, Steedman was ordered
to rush Champion’s and Held's brigades io thet point. ! The

transfer of these two brigades to the front forced Colonel Coburn



to spread his brigads very thin., Eesides holding Fortreas

Rosecrans, Coburn's troops now had to guard the rallroad between

Marfreaesboro and Tullahoma, To discharge his mission, Coturn
transferred hlis headquarters to Tullahoma, 8 :

At Chickamauga (on éepmbar 19 and 20), General Bragg's
Confederates attacked and wrestad the initiative from the Federals.
Rosscrzns' arsy was driven back into Chattanooga., Pressing forward,
: tha Rebels quickly invested the city. Yo in effort to cut off the
Union supplies, General Bragg sent Major General Joseph 'ﬁealar'a
cavairymen into Middle Tennsssee, CUn Jctober 3, the Confederate

raiders captured MeMinnville, 7 « After leaving McMinnville,

Wheeler's coluan headed fer Farfreesbtoro.

In the meantizme, the Hashville Federals had been warned
of the Rebels' approach, Gener:zl Ward was ordered to hurry to the
depot and tske charge of the advanced contingents from rajor Genersl
Herey W, Sln&um‘s XTI Corps, wnich was scheduled to pass through
Nashville, (In en offort to relieve Chattanooga, the Union leaders
had m.'.-bad two corps from the Virginia ‘theatre of operations to the
wozt,) Ward was to take chargs of these trcops, proseed to .
Murfreesboro and defend the town. It was nsarly 8 a, m. on the
5th bvefore the sonthbound troop train srrived, Boarding the train,

Ward hastensd to Hurfreestoro. The train reached Murfresaboro a ;
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little after 10 a. m. At this time, Wheeler had also advanced
into the area and was marshaling his command south of the town.,
dithout a moment's hesitation, Ward ordered the soldiers off the
trai;l. The blueclads quickly manned t.h;e defenses of Fortress
hosecrans. Taking cognlzance of the strength of Fortress
Hogeerans, Wheeler decided not to attack the railroad bridge morth
of Murfreesboro. Instead, he moved against the tridge spanning
the Middle Fork of Stones River, thres miles south of Murfreesboro,
Pressing forward, the Confederates attacked and forced the
surrender of the stockade g,ua.rding thisz oridges. After burning the
bridge a.nd tearing up the track, the raiders pushed on toward
Sheltyville, 10

As soon as the emergency had passed, General vWard
returned to Mashville. On Totober 24, Major Genersl George H,
Thozas, who hed assumed command of the Army of the Cumberland four
days hafore, 1ssued orders for Colonel Cobturn to concentrate hls
trigade at Murfreestoro. (By this time, Coburn's brigade had been
detached from Steedman's division.) Upon resching Murfreesboro,
Coburn'as troops were to re.]_iwa the units of the XII Corps that
were posted there, One of Slocum's divisions (Brigadier General
Alpheus S. Williams') would, in the future, be held responsible

for guarding the Hashvillie and Chattanooga Pailroad between

4




yurfreestoro and Eridgeport, Alabama. X

Evidently, Cobura was in ne hurry to carry out Thomas?
directive, On November J, General #illiams informsd Uereral
Blocum that Coburn's brigzde was widely dispersed., The 33d Indiana,
ihe reneral reported, was scattered in seven different posts, the
g5th Indiena was at Duck River, the 19th Michigan at McMinnwille,
ard the 22d Wisconsin at Fortress Bosecrans,

Within the next several days, Cobturn's brigade was
reassignad to the newly constituted District of Hashville, Major
General I.n‘_mll H, Rousseau was placed in charge of the district on
Eovember 10. Fortress Rosacrans and the Mur{reesboro area wers
included within the.mnfines of Housseau's new commarcd, Roussean
waz to give his ti.-eéial attention to the protection of the railrozds
(the louisville and Hashville, ths Nashville =nd Horthwestern, and
the Nashville and Chattancoga) which were located within his
€istrict, ¥3 '

: Upon taking charge of hil.s district, Koussocsu made certain
that Coturn caﬁiad cut his instructions, Within a shori tise,
Fousseau was able to report that Coturn's brigade was concentrated

at Xurfreesboro. Three non-brizeded regiments {the 115th Ohio,

the 17tk 7, 5, Colored Troops, and the 31st Wisconsin), and one
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artillery unit (the lst Battery, Eentucky Light Artillery) were
glsc based at Fortress Rosecrans, Detachmsnts from one of the
three infantry regiments == the 115th Chio -~ were detailed to
mz=n the stockades which were located at strategic pointa along the
railroad between Hashville and Tullahoma. Following the debszcle
at Chickamauga, General Van Cleve had been relieved of duty with
the Army of the Comberland, Van Cleve was ordered to Marfreesboro,
where he assumod command of the post, 14.

At t.ﬁe battls of Chattanooga, which was fought on

Bovexbter Z5, the Unlon “Army Croup® commanded by Major General

Ulysses 5, CGrant routed Eragg's Army of Tennessee., The Confederates

fall back to Dalteon, Gecrgia, where Bragg asked to be relieved,
General Joseph E. Jehnston took charge of the Army of Tennessee,
Tre two opposing axmles then weat into winter guarters.

Thomas, on samuary 2, 1864, issued an order organizing
the 23d Hiss;:ﬁri Infantry, the 115th Ohioc Infantry, the 4th
Tennesses Infantry, af'.d tha 31lst Wisconsin Infantry into a
Wrigede. General Van Cleve was. assigned to the command of this
newly constituted unit, At the same time, Colonel Coturn's
brizade was ﬁaaignﬂd te a newly constituted division commandad by
General Ward, YWard's division wss transferred to the Chattancoza

&rea immediately thereafter, Followinz the departura of Coburn's

-




troops, the defense of the Murfreesborc arsa was entrusted to Van

Cleva's brigpads, 15

Hosecrans.
Erigndier

grtillecy

In Jamary, Hajor Johin Eendenhall visited Fortress
The major, in accordance with instructions from
General John H. Erannan, wgs seiking an ipsgecilon of the

emplaced in the forts located in ths Department of the

Cumberland. In his report which he filed on Jannary 1%,

Hendenhall made the following comments regarding Fortress

Rosscrans:

The fort is mammed by the First Zsniucky
Battery and about 800 convalescent efficers and
s2ldiers, all under the comaznd of Jiajor
[tharlep/ Hougnteling, First Illimois Light
artillery.

The guns are divided Lnto Latteries of
from three to nine guns each, under the charge
of a com=issioned officer, =ni {roa 62 to 1C8
enlisited men present.

Eattery Hitchell is com=anded by
Lioutepant [John B,/ Irwin, of the First
Kentucky Battery, and is armed with one ila
pounder and one G-pounder f{ield gun, and two
&-inch sisge howiitzern.

Battery_at iunette Palmer, ty First
Lieutenant [innsp/ Jomas, Seventy-kEinth Indiana
Vclunteers, arsed with four G-poundar Parrott
field guns and one 8-inch siagze howitszer,

Pattery at kunetta MeCools, by Capt, J. R,
Piscus, Sovouieenth Icdisnag, armed with cne
Zi-pounder, Tiflsd, four &-pounder Parrott
fiall guns, and Lo 8-inch siege howitzers.
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Battery at lunette Regley, by Capt., D, M,
Roberts, Seventy-fifth Illinois, armed with
two G-pourders, one 3-inch, one G-pounder James
rifle field-puns, and one B-inch siege howitzer,

.. Battery at Lunettes Rousseau, Sheridan,
/Thomag/ and Reymolds, by Capt. W. A. Oregory,
Twenty-Second Illinols; armed with three 6-
pounkier field guns, ons 24%-pounder, rifled, and
one 8-inch sisge howitzer.

Battery at Dunsttes Granger and Crittenden,
by Capt. W. K. Doughty, Thirty-seventh Indiana,
armed with one 6-pounder znd one 3-inch gun,
and one lZ-poundsr field howitzer.

Battery at Radoubt Johnson, by Lieut,
William Pool, Eizhty-sevenih Indiana, armed
with four 24-pounders, rifled.

Battery at Redoubi Schofield, by Firat
Lizut, William H., Lezmy, Hineteenth U, 3,
Infantry, armed with one 30-pounder Parrott,
four 24-poundars, sisge, snd one G-pounder,

- fisld guns,

Battery at Redoubt Wood, armed with four
2h-pounders, rifled.

Egttery at Eedoubt Erannan, by Second
Lieat, J. D, Williams, H¥inth Hichigan, armed
with three 30-pounder Pavrrotis, two 12-pounder
field guns, and cns Swinch siazges howitzer.

- The Firi'!" Kentuciyr Battery {(Captain

[ Theodora 5./ Thomasson), begides its own guns,
twe G-pounders, one 3-inch and itwo é-pounder
James rifled field guns, has charge of one 24-
pounder, rifled, and three S-inch siege
howitgers, Sach batbery, sxcept the one at
Innstteg uUranger amd Srittenden, has a magazines,
all of which sre in good condition. A little
dampness can be geen in thres or four of them




after a long, heavy rain. At Redoubt Schofleld
the magazine leaked slightly, but will be fixed
as soon as the weather wili permit. Hajor
Houghtaling itold me that this magazins had
heretofore been considered the best in the fort,

I could not get into the large magazine,
the man wic had the key could rot be found.
CGenaral Van Cleve arnd ajor noughtalling, who
wWwere in it a few days bafore, sald that it was
in a very good condition, but that there was
slight dampnees after long rains, The gallery
around this magazine has fallen in-in two
places, but can be easily repaired,

The military appsarance, discipline,
drill, police, care of guns and implements, .
very good. The men esre in comfortable huts, 2
Hoss arrangements good.

The First Eentucky Battery, 54 horases, s
som= of which ore comvalescent horses, snd 3
the others are such &5 could bte bought in the
country around Murfreestorough. Thay are mot
in good cordition, and ars gensrally too light
for artiilery. The btattery is kept in good
order and the horses have a very good stable,

The gcarps of the redoubts are giving way
badly whers gallerles wer= to have been made,
Some of the traverses are also falling down;
one of them has besn almoszt entirely tailt by
the garrison.

The block~houses all leak badly, and are
therefore little used aven for store-houses.

SJarrison, Una hundred and fiftesnth Chio 16
and Twenily-second and Thirty-first Wlsconsin,

In the secornd weekx of March 1864, Major General William

T. Sheraman was placad in commond of ithe vast Hilitary Division of
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the Misaissippi. At the same time, Genersl Grant was promoted to
a lieutenant general and called to Washington to take charge of
the armies of tha United States., Acecording to the plan of
oparations worked out by Grant, Sherman's "Army Group™ was to
lsunch a drive into northwest Georgla and endeavor to destroy
General Jobhnston's Army of Tennessee, Sherman would also have as
bis objective the capture of Atlanta, .

~ Preparatory to moving against Johnston, Shermsn sought
to provide for the sscurity of the Nashville and Chattancoga
Raiircad. This railroad would be Sherman's life line as his "Army
Group” plunged deeper into the Confederate “Héart.\land". Looking
in t-h:i.s direction, General PBrannan, on farch 23, issued an ordar
assigning three batteriss (Battery D, lst Michigan light Artillery,
the Bth Battery, Wisconsin Light Artillery, and the 12th Battery,
Ohic Light Artiliery) to Fortress Rosecrans.

The cannoneers from these three units would man the guns
emplaced in the fortifications, Eefore leaving Hashville, where
they were currently stationsd, the three designated batteries were
to "turn over their guns, horses, harness, &c., to Colon=l James
M. Bertlett. The colonel, in turn, would see that this property
was transferrad to the other crganizations btelonging to the

Artillery Reserve of the Army of the Cumberland, At the same time,




I the lst Battary, Kentucky [ight Artillery was assigned to the

Artillery Reserve and ordered to Chattamcoga. By the end of

March, tne thres batteries had reached Fortress Rosecrans, where
they reported to Major Houghtalinz. As soon as ths Kerntuckians
had been relieved, they joined the Artillery Reserve, -7

Brigadier Genarsl @illi==m D, 4hipple, Thomas' chief of
sgtaff {(on April 8) submitted a statement emumerating the mumber
of troops which he estimated would be necessary to hold the
blockhouses. These stockades were being erectad to protect the
bridges on the Kashville and Chattancoga Railroad, (See Appendix
A,) The troops holding tnese tlockhouses would be supported by
garrisons posted at Hurfreesooro, Tallshoma, Stevenson, and
Bridgeport. At present, Whippls commented, the railroad bat.'ween
Fogtarvillie ewi Murireesboro was guasrded by the 23d Missouri; the
regimental headquarters ware at Christisna, Murfreesboro was
occupied by the 115th Ohio, the 3lst Wisconsin, and 354
convalescents, the general mt.ad‘. In addition to ths three
battarias of artillery, two companies from the 23d Missouri held
Fortress Rosecrans, The S5th Indiana watched the railroad from
Fortress Rosecrans to Hashville,

ahipple thought that this was simply too many men, He

eugpest=d that the 234 Hissouri be relieved of duty on the railrosd




ard gent to Mcldinnville. There, the Missourisns would relieve the

19th Michigan; the Michiganders would be fread to rejoin Cobturn's
brigade at the front. The Murfreesbore convalescents were to be
armed, Along with the 115th Ohio and the 3lst Wisconsin, the

convalescents would be charged with guarding Murfreestore and the

blockhcusas betwesn that eity arnd Tullshoma, 13

Thomas moved promptly to carry out Whipple's
recommendations. On April 12, he issued orders for Houssegu to
relieve two of the raéhmnts (the 85th Indiana and the 23d Missouri)
wshich were stationed along the line of the Nashville and
Chattancoga Railroad. These troops were to be replaced Ly soldliers

from the Nashville garrison, The 23d Hissou lieve the
. . p - -

19th Michigan at HeMinmville, Bothe _ - : __ r,nd ths
odiantims wike (0 ba ol G EEL S o s Il Fouchtng
cnattanooga on the l4th, ﬂ‘:ﬂj_ﬂﬂ. i‘.ﬂ;’}egimt.s were pesigzned to the
XX Army Corpa, 7 '

: General Sherman began his drive toward Atlants on Hay 5.

For the next four months, Sherman's "Arsy Groun® was in constant

Skl L el

= and bloody contast with the Confederate Army of Temnessee. During
ki | ‘t- this period, the Union authoritiies made several administrative

- :1' &

. 2 chanzes in Tennzssee. Ezrly in the summar, the District of

Hashville was redesignated as the District of Tennessee, 20 4 new




command, the "Defenses Nashville and Chattanvoga Railroad", was
also constituted. Hajor General Robert H, Milroy was placad in
charge of the three brigades (Van Cleve's, Robinson's, and
Krzyzanouski's) which were given the task of guarding the wital
rajirocad, -

By this iime, Van Cleve's btrigade had been reduced to
one infantry regiment (the 115th Chio) an-:i three batteries of
artillery (Battory D, 1it Eichigan, the 1zth c_m.c.; and the 8th
'.ﬁs:unsin}.e At the end of the first week of June, Van Cleve's
other infantry regiment (the 31st Wisconsin) had been detzached and
ordered iﬁ Nashville, Van Cleve used his artillerists to garrison
Fzriress ﬂﬂsnérans, while the infantrymen of the 115th Chio were
posted in the blockhouses which guarded tha railroad bridges on
eitherp si&e of Murfressboro. [deutenantiColonel walker E, lLawrenecs
had alsc replaced Major Houghtaling as commardant of Fortress
Hoseerans, 21

Atlanta, on ths night of Szptember 1, was evacuzted by
the Army of Temmessea, which was led now by General John B, Hoed, .
(General Johnston had been relieved by President Jefferson Davis
on Jduly 17.) Sherman's bluacoated 1egions coured into the
strategic city the following morning, Within two weeks, Major

General Nathsn B, Forrest launched a slazhing rald on the Union




communication lines in north Alabama ard Hiddle Tennessee. Even
though Forrest's hard-riding troopers failed to reach Fortress
.Roseecrans, they caused a flurry of activity among the Murfreesboro
Federals. To strengthesn the garrison at Fortress Rosecrans,
Ceneral houssean rushed.the 17i:th Uhio to furfreestoro, As soon
as the danger had passed, the 174th Chio, on Cctober Z8, was
transferred to Decatur, Alabama, 2z

In the meantime, Hood had regrouped.his army and woved
into northern Alsbama, Shermsn had endeavored to follow the Army
of Tenneséea. Unable }o overtake the hard-marching Rebel legiqqs.
Sherman's bluecoats returned to Atlanta, Here, Sherman stripped
doun his army, preparatory to making his famous "Harch to the Sea®,
General Thomas was detached and ordered to Tennessee. The "Rock
of Ghicl-;amauga“ was given the task of coping with Hood's projected

invasion of KHiddls Tennessee,
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Iowa Cavalry was ordered tc McMinnville on September 6; the 9th
Ohic Battery was transferred to Tullchoma on the previous day.

5 Ibid;, 329. Colonels Champion and Reid disposed of their units

3 zs follows:
* : Command Regiment Commanding Of Whera stationed
Colonel Chompion 96th Illinois Lt, Col. I. L. Clarke Estill Springs

84th Indiana  It. Col. S. Orr Estill Springs
115th Illinois  Col. J. H. Moore Fosterville
LOth Ohio o3 W B Taylor. Tullzhoma

: [ Colonel Reid 98th Ohio , Lt. Gol. J. S. Pearce Wartracs
121st Ohio Lt. Col. H, B. Banning Cowan
113th Chio B Gy DD e e

78th Iilincois Lt. Col., Ga Van Vieck Shelbyville




(lgtioh e ool

"i;f"ﬂ"’ W

e i

irid., 397,
Ibid., 431, 612-613.
Mj: 6.36*

LT TR « - B R «

Q. R., Series I, Vol, XXX, pt. IV, 84-85,

10 0. R., Series I, Vol, IXX, pt. II, 701, 70C6-7C7.

11 0. R., Series I, T.Fai. XEXL, phe X, 736

17 0. R., Seriss I, Vol. XXXI, pt. III, Z7.

13 Ibid., 109.

% Joid., 558. In April, the 17th U. 3. Colored Infantry was
transferred from Murfreesboro to Hashville,

15 Q. E., Series I, Vol. 1II, pt. I, 510; O. R,, Series I, Vol.
IEXII, pt., II, 282, The 4th Tennesssze Infantry was sistloned in
Enoxville at ihis time., This regiment never reported to General
Van Cleve, On April 10, 186%, the Tennesseeans were reassigned to
the XXITI Army Corps.

15 0. B., Series I, Vol. XXXII, pt. II, 93-94%, Generzl Brannan
held the position of chief of artiliery for t.he Dap;artmnt. of the
Qumberdard, Major Hendethall was Brannan's asslstant.

17 0. R., Serles I, Vol., XXXII, pt. IIT, 134k, 212,

18 Iuid., 290-291.

19 Itid., 337-338, 36k,

20 0. R,, Series I, Vol. XXXIX, pt, II, 62, 325.




21l Ikid., 327; Frederick H. Dyer, Compendium of the War of the
Agkellion, (Des Moines, 1509), 466-4£3, !'586.- After a short tour

of duty at Nashville, the 31st Wisconsin joined Sherman's ®Aray
Group™ before Atlanta, Colonel Edward J. Robinson's brigade was
stationed at Tullzhoma and Colonel Wilsdimir dreysancwski's at
Bricigeﬁ::rt., Alabama, _

22 Q. R., 3eries I, Vol, XXXIX, pt. I;, h?ﬁ;_ 0. B., Series I, Vol.
XXIX, pt. I, .542-549; Dyer, Compendium of the War of the Rebellion,
1553.

=

i3




THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

Chapter IIXI

Hood Invades Middle Tennesasee

when General bBood's GConfederzie Army of Tennessee
laenched its lnwasion of ¥iddle Tennessee st the end of the third
wesk of lNovesmber 1864, CGensral Rousseau was. still in charge of

the District of Tennessee, ilousseau maintained his hesdquarters

at NHashvllle. In addition to protecting Middle Tennesses from
raids by the Confederate cavalry, Rousseau's command was charged
with the defense of the railroads of the area which had been
restored to service by ths =military. =

Undoubtedly, the most important railroad in Rousseazu's
district was the Rashville and Chattamoogz., To pu*lotact. this
rallrcad, a command designated as the Cefenses of the Nashvills

and Chattanooga Rallroad had been constituted by the Union

-'_-' £ authorities, Generzl Mllroy had been pizced in charge of this

5 ? cormend. By this time, Milroy's command had been reduced to

i; - two brigades, Prigadier Ceneral Horatio F, Van Cleve was in

~ charge of the 1st Brigade; Colonel Wladimir Krzyzanowski led the
i3 3d Brigade., Cclonel Edward J, Robinson's 2d Brigade ha-:l been

disbanded, Tun of Hoblnson's regiments (the 137th and 138th Indiana)
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had been mustered cut; his other units now reported direetly to
Milroy.

Van Cleve's troops were charged with the defense of the
the railroad between Nashville and Hurfreesboro., On the final day
of October, Van Cleve's brigade contzined only one infantry
reziment (the 115th Ohio) and three batterles. The Ohio
infantrymen were used to garrison the seven blockhouses which the
Federals had constructed to protect the tridzes on the section of

. the rnw guarded by Van Cleve's iroops., Van Cleve's three
artillery units were stationed in Fortress Rosecrans, the strong

point that the Federals had constructed fullcwa.rg the battle of

Stones Ziver. Fortress Rosecrans was dasigned to protect the
. railroad and Rashville pike bridges across Stones Hiver, In
sddition, the fortress functioned 2s a supply depot for Milroy's
cors=and., At this stage of the conflict, Hajor Frederick Schultz
was in command at Fortress Rosecrans, Van Cleve maintained his
headquarters in Murfreesboro, 2

Two additional infantry regiments reported to Van Cleve

AN A

bafore the first tidings of Hood's advance reached Murfreesboro.

wifir

5 On Zoverber 7 a train pulled into the Hurfreesboro yards, and off
. scrambled the rugged soldiers belorging to the Sth Minnesota.

This regissnt had come a long way. Daring the summer and early




fall, the Finnesotans had been engaged &gainst the Sioux Indians

in the western part of Dakots Territory.

A recently organized regizent, the 140th Indiana,
reached Murfreestoru by rall on the 23d. The Indianlans had left
Indianapolis eight days before, s

| The brigade co=manded by Colonel Krzyzanowskl guarded
_ti:m railroad between Decherd, Termessee, and Bridgeport, Alabama,

~ To carry out this task, Krgyzanowski was given five infantry

AR

regiments and tuwo batteries of artillery., The brigade commander
had his commarnd post at Stevenson, Alabama, 3

? Since Tullzhoma was about halfway between Chattancoga

MR S

and Kashville, General Xilroy maintained his headquarters there.
Two infantry regiments (the 177th and 178th Ohio), one dismounted

.
L L

._ cavalry regiment (the 12th Indiana), and a battery of artillery
(the 13th Battery, Hew York Light Artillery) were stationed at
Tullahoma, With this force, Milroy would protect the railread

from Furfreesboro to [Decherd, 6

It was November 24 bafore the Federal authorities in
Tennesses lesarned amything definite oa:lmerning Hood's movements.
During the day, Canerals Housseau and Milroy were informed by
Generzl Thomas that his field army under Major General John M,

| Schofield had evacuated Pulaski, Tennesses.®
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The n=ws that the Rebels had mch-d Pulaski caused
Rousseau and Milroy to swing into acticn. Milroy immediately
contacted the officer in charge of the Union foreces stationed at
Dacherd, Colonel Willard Warner. The colonel was mtified1 that
Hood's army wWas across the Ternnessee River and was reportedly
pushing toward the east. 1If this were true, Hilroy observed, the
Rebals were pushing for the Hashville and Chattancoga Railroad.
Xarmer was to pat his comamand, the 15Cth Ghio, in condition to
defend Decherd arnd the railroad bridge across Elk Rivarrat
Allisonia., Already, Milroy contimued, Hood's push had compelled
the Federals to abandon the ¥ashville and Decatur Railroad south
of Columbia, Terinessee, ard the Mexphls and Charleston Railroad
west of Stevenson, To keep his regiment from being surprised,
Colonsl Warner was to picket all the roads approaching his position
From The weot.  Any Soforeation ohained wes 1o te retered
immediately to Milroy's Tullshoma headquarters, ?

Hilroy also nciified Major John C, Hamilton, the officer
in charge of the dstachm=nt of the 178th Chio which was stationed
at Shelbyville, Tennesssa, that the Hebsls had reached Pulaski.
Hamilton was to soout to the west, The major was to be prepared
to fall back to the Duck River bridge in case the Confedarates

came his way. 7




To be ready for any emergency which might suddenly
develop, Rousssau directed Hilroy to stockplle all the forsgs and
l rations he could at Tullahoma, All surplus wagons would be sent
to Murfreestoro. i

in the meantime, the Federal officers charzed with the
dafense of the Memphis and Charleston Railroad west of Stevenson
moved to comply with Thomas' directive that it should be abandored,
At 11 a, =m. on the 24th, Thomas telegraphed Erigadier General
Robert 5. Granger, the commarxler of the Distriect of Morthern

Alabams, The general informed Granger that the superintendent of

. ,' the Hﬂit:lnr;r Reilroads had motified him that over 120 cars were

geheduled to bLa 2t Huntsville, Alsbama, during the mworning, These
cars ware to bz used to shift Granger's comeand to Stevenson and

Marfreesboro,. Granger was to wire Thomas as scon as the first

Pl

trains had started, i

When he acknowledged Thomas! memgﬁ at 1l:45, Cranger
reporiad that no cars had reached Decatur, iz Thomas walted unt.il
.. 430 before replying. He again {nformed ﬂ;'anger that the
superintendent had assured him that the requisitioned cars were to
be at Buntsviile at 10 a. m. Since Cranger was at Decatur, Thomas
~ wondered if the commander at Huntsville had inadvertently held up

- tha trains, Again, Granger was admenished to entrain his troops




as rapidly as possitle, Thomas also telegrached Colonel Willism
F. Iyon, the officer in charge of the post at i-'mnt.niuel. lyon
was ordered toc advise Thomss whether sry trains or cars had
reached his post. In sddition, he was to let the genersl know if
his troops were entraining; .'.md- if ther were, when the first
train wenld start. Thomas directed iyon to contact Granger, 12

Replying to Thomas' commnication, iyon reported that
only one train had reached Huntsville. #n engine and 12 cars had
besn sent on to Deecatur. So far, [yon contimied, the only
iafantry that had been evacuated froz Euntsville were the sick.
The artillery, however, had already left, and the gear belonging
12 tha 13th-Imlisna Cavalry had been loaded 2nd was ready to go,
Ipon informed Thomas that there were an estimated 50 carlogds of
commissary supplies stored at Huntsvilis. If these were to be
removed, sore cars would be needed, I

By the time that 'ﬁmma‘ 413G telegram reached Oranger,
the 12-car traein had chugged into the Decalur yards. when he
acknowledged Thomas' commanication, CGranger relayed this information
tc his superior. 15 - .

Following the arrival of the cars late on the aftermoon
cf the 2&ih, Cranger pulled his troops out of Decatur and Athens,
21) the public property (except for some forage stored at Deestur)

was removed,., . & shortage of transportation kept the Federals from
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saving the forage, =0 it was burned, After leaving Decatur, Granger
stopped at Funtsville on the 25th. Hers, the general found that
the evacuation was not golng according to schedule. Colonel Iyon
told the general that he would have to have additlonal
transportation if the large zmount of stores which h.adﬁbeen
stocknilad at funisville were to be saved. In addition, the
moverent of the colonel's treoops and their equipment from
Huntsville to Stevenson had been delayed bty an sccident on the
railroad, FKear larkinsville, six cars had jumped the track. It
took the railroad workers about four hours to clear the right of
WaY . 16
When Oranger notified Thomas of these developments, he
also informed his chief that all was quiet in the Funtsville area.
His scoutsa, who were very active, had reported that the
Confederates gave no indicztion of penetrating into the area
bstween Huntsville and the Elk River, £
In the meantime, Thomas had deteramined to rezssign 2
rmmber of the units which were beliny withdrawn from the Tennessee
Valley to ths defenss of the Nashville and Chattancoga Railroad,
He inforred Roussezu on the 25th that the 3d, 4th, and 2%th
Kichigan, and the 174th and 18lst Ohio regiments were under orders

to proceed o Murfreestoro. Having made his decision, Thomas
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proceeded to see that his orders were carrlied out, Iht‘krnuing
that the derallment had delazyed the movement of Cranger's command,
from Huntsville to Stevenson, Thomas wired Colonal Erzyzanowskl at
Stevenson, ®*Have any of the Michigan regiments coms vy from
Decatur?® Kroyzanowskl informed Thomas that during the dagy o
troops had reached Stevenson from Huntsville, A train had
reportedly left Huntsville st & a. m., but as yet, it had not
arrived, Evidently, the telegraph line had been damsged in the
' derailment, because Xrzyzarowdki informed Thomas thet he had
received no news from Huntsville since 9 a. m. 18
.Hnusmu. learning that the three Michigan regiments and
the two Chio -reg!u.ments had baen assigned to his command, contacted
Genaral #Hilroy. 'As soon as thase units reached Murfresshoro, they
were to be detrained and eca=ped at Fortress Rosecrans. After the
troops and their equipment had been unloaded, the cars were to be
sent to Eashville. The regimental cosmanders would report to
General Van Cleve for further orders, Van Cleve was to inspect
the newcocnmers and see that ther-r'-m.-s encugh amemnition *..n the
mazazines of Fortresz Rosscrans to supply each man with 200 rounds.
Furthermore, Rr.:ua'aau wanted Van Cleve's chief of.commissary to

keep on hand at all times 200,000 rations, .

Following the errivzl of thess reinforcezents, Milroy




w4as to relieve two of his regiments (the 6th Kentucky and the
180th Chio) from their duty along the railroad. Since the

~ Zentuckians were approaching the end of their term of serviece,
they were to be furnished rail transportaticn and sent to
Nashville., At MNashville, they would be mustered cut of service,
If faasible, Hilroy was to send the 180th Chio to Fayeiteville,
Tennesses. .

later in the day, Hilroy received another telsgz_'am from

Rousssau, Rousseau elaborated on the news regarding Schofield's
withdrawal from Pulaskl. Schofield's troops, upon abandoning

" Palaski, had fallen back to Columbiz, Already, Rousseau

. contimued, there had been considerabls skirmishing on the

~ gpproaches to Columbia, The wires wers down belween Kashville and

- Columtiza, but the Union leaders were convinced that Hood was ©

striking for Middie Tennessee with his entire available force.
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_:I.'-'Thia megsage caussd Milroy to change his mind in regard to sending
' 20

Bl

| the 180th Ohioc to Fayetteville,

| gme, dic

The next day, all the reports reaching Kashville from

e Schofield at Columbia tended to support Thomas and Zousseau in

e

& their belief thst Fashville was Food's goal, Therefore, when
l._Rﬂusaeau contacted Milroy on Lhe 26th, he informed his junior

':_uffica:-: that he was expsoted to hold the Nashville and Chattanooga




Hailroad against Hood's cavalry. Roussesu did not feel that
Hilroy would have to contend with the Rebel infantry., The bridges
over the Duck River at Shelbyville znd at Manchester were to be
closely suarded. These bridges, Housseau warned, would not be
turned unless the greyclads approached in strength,

Kajor Hamilton's detachment of the 178th Ohio which was
posted at Shelbyvills was to be replaced with cavalry. Any
surplus supplies currently stockpiled a2t Tullahoma were to be
;;‘; transferred to Murfreesboro. Milroy was also informed that
: Qeneral Thomas had alerted Mazjor General James B, Steedman to be
ready to rush from 5,000 to 7,000 infantry to the defence of the
Rashville ard Chattancoga Rajlroad. (Steedman commanded the

District of the Etowah.) In closing, foussean wanted to know the

mrmber and type of guns mounted in the defenses of Tullshoma. .

Milroy replied zlmost immediatlely to Rousseau's telegranm,

. He informed hig superior that there ﬁure ten guans et Tullahoma,

- ranging in calilber from rifled 24-pounders to 3-inch ordnance rifles,
Sincea there were only about 109 cavalrymen currently attached to

bis command, ¥ilroy felt that he could not spars them to relieve

' Eamilion's detachment. At this time, the troopers were patroling

the area west of Shelbyville., In an effort to increase the strength

#

10



of his mounted army, Milroy announced that he had asked General
Granger to send him three companies of the 13th Indiana Cavalry.
Milroy telieved that Major Hamilton's troops, in case of an
emergency, would be able to fall back to the railroad bridge
across the Duck River. In view of these circumstances, Hilroy
wanted to know if Rousseau still wanted him to withdraw Hamilton's

infantry. 22

Acknowledging Hilroy's message, Housseau stated that it

, was 211 right if Hamilion's tuwo companies remained at Shelbyville,

At least five mounted men, however, were to be stationed at
Shelbyville, These troopers were to speead the alarm in case of
2 raid by the Confederzte cavalry, 23

Following the receipt of Roussesu's wire, ¥ilrcy dashed
off a letter to Major Hamilton., The major was told to post =2

guard on the Duck River bridgze. In case a Rebal j?:urrted coluzn

. moved on Shelbyville, Hamilton's soldiers were to remove the

flooring from the bridge, If the strength of the Southerners .

. proved to be overwhelming, the bridge was to be burned and

. Hamilton's bluecoats wers to fall bacik to the Hashville and

Chattanooga Railroad., At all times, Milroy warned, Hamilton was

to muke sure that his scouts keplt & strong watch on the countryside



west of Shelbyville, 2%

CGeneral Grangar spent the 26th at Huntsville, The
general wanted to insure that his troops carried out an orderly
evacuation of their bases along the Memphis and Charleston
Rallroad. Heamrhile, Genaral .'Ih-.-::'.aa had learned from his
subordinates that more cavalry was needed in Middle Tennessee,
Thomas accordingly telegraphed Granger to expedite the transfer of
the 13th Indiana Cavalry from the Tennessee Valley to Kashville, 22
Apparently, Granger had divined Thomas' intentions. ¥hen Thomas'
order reachsd Huntsville, the 1%3th Indiana had already been
relieved; -t.he trocpers were st the depot wait.ing to entrain. 26

Shortly after leaving Huntsvilie on the evening of the
26th, the train with the 13th Indiana Cavalry aboard jumped the

track near Brownsboro. Slix cars were tumbled into the ditch; the

saze mumber of men were injured. It took the repair crews 24 hours

to clear the right of way and replace the 150 yards of track which
had beaen torn ups The Indianians were able to salvage most of :
their gear, but they wers forced to burn the wrecked care. As

soon as the 1ins was declarsd open for traffie, a train was gent

. out from Stevenson to pick up the cavalrysmen, 2?

The wreck forced Oeneral Oranzer to hold the remainder




of hie troops at Huntsville until the morning of the ZBth. When
Granger notified Thomas of this development, he passed zlong
I severzl other pleces of information. Granger reported that ths
I 16th Indiana Cavalry had just returned from Athens and the Elk
AFiver. The troopers had failed to encounter any Confedsrates,
% Granger observed that in his opinion the only Rebsl troops
operating in the Tennessee Valley at the moment were guerrillas,

What especially troubled Granger about the Union
withdrawzl from the area was what wuu]_.d happen to the Negroes. He
informed Thomzs that Negroes by the thousands were deserting the
contrabahd and Government camps., These unfortunates were following
L nis troops as they palled back toward Stevenson., To keep the reads
‘ open for his goldiers, Granger had besen forced to ordsr ihe Hegroes
1 : not to pass beyond Huntsvlills, 28

¥our of the five regimenis from Cranger's command which
had been orderad to Murfressboro roported to General Van Cleve on
the 27th, After detraining, the bluecoated infantrymen marched %o
Fortress Rosecrans and camped.’ The other regiment, the 4th Michigan,
had besn delayed by iths train wreck at Erowngboro and was held up
] at Euntsville, 27

Daring the day, thers was an alerit along the Mashville
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ard Chattanoogs Railroad. Several excited members of the 5th
Tennssgee Cevalry (Union) who were watching the roads west of
Shelbyville came galloping into town. They told Hajor Hamilton
that a mounted Rebel combat petrol was advancing 2lonz the

Pulaskl road. Already, they contimied, the Southerners had
surprised and captured sﬁara.l of their corrades., In addition,
the Rebels were raiding the farms and driving off all the cattle
and hogs., Later reports indicated to the major that tha greyclads

had camped three and one-half miles west of town, Majer Hamilton

' promptly relayed this important information to Generazl Hilroy. 50

‘Replying, Milroy ordered Hamilton to burn the Duck River

 trisge. If Hamilton wers satisfied that the Confederates were

advansing in strenzth, hs was ito destiroy his supplies and fall
back to the railroad, In case the Rebsl force was just a foraging
party, Hamllton was to re=m2in winere he was, 31

News of this Confederate thrust toward the railroad was
immediately relayed to Gensrals Roussesu and Steedman by MEilroy.
About midnight, Milroy sent Steedman a second telegram. Milroy

| © informed Steedman that he believed the cavalry which Hamilton had

pinpointed was striking for the Nashwville and Chattanooga Railroad.

Put, he contimmed, it might rresage a-drive ty Hood's entire aroy
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into East Tennessee. If this were true, Hilroy know that he would
have to be reinforced, EHe therefore wanted to know when
Steedman proposed to throw his command upon the Hashville and

Chattanooga Railroad. 52

1

teadnan renlied thst he was ready to move on short
mtice, All that was nseded was for Thomas to give the word, 33

Tn an effort to strengthen his m'b_ile forca at
cthelbyville, Hilroy wired the commanders of the detachments of the
sth Tennessee Cavalry xwhir:h wers gtztioned at HoMinnville and
Manchester. Thess afficers were to rendezvous at Tullahoma with
their mula;aar;a:‘.s at their earliest appmrtunity‘a H

The G::nredera;te troopers who were threatening
Shelbyville belonged to Gensral Forrest's command. Forrest, who
was in charpe of all the cavalry serving with hicod's Army of
Tennessee, had sent Captain Joseph T. Cobb and his c;:}mparw of
Texas Secuts to attack the Kashville and Chattanooga Rallroad,
leaving Columbia early on the 27th, the Texans had headed eastward,
Kear Shelbyville, the Texans surprised and captured 13 of Major
Hamilton's plchets.

At daytreak on thelzﬁth, Cotb's scouts rushed the Union

gutposts that were guarding the ncrihern approaches to Shelbyville.




Falling to surprise the bluaeaat.ﬁ, the Texans quickly
broke contact. The Southerners, estimated by Hanilton to masmber

about 60, made for the Fairfield pike. Hamilton's mounted fores

followed the greyclads, %hen Hamilton notified Milroy of this
action, he advanced the opinion that his attackers were meraly a
foraging party. 35

After leaving Shelbyvills, the buttermut raiders were
intercepted three miles west of ‘artrace by a detachment of the
5th Tennessee Cavalry (Union) led by Major John wortham., After a
brisk skirmish, Cobb's Texans headed for Dell Buckle, Wortham's

L e

troopers followed the Rebels for a short distance. Before

. reachinz Bell Puckle, ths Confederate scouts doubled back and
headed for the Duck River. Another combat patrol from the Sth
Terneasee Cavalry (Union) caze across Cobb's trail. Taking up the
i chasa, the Tennosseeans pursued the Texans., A rumning fight

ensued and mntiméd until the Confederates recroessed the Duck

River near Berlin. 36

The news of the clash near Wartrace reached Milroy ﬂrl*rt-.
Upon receiving this information, Hilroy immediately telegraphed
Eousgean snd Steedman, Eesides reporting Wortham's success,

Milroy obzerved that the sound of heavy firing had been coming

16




from the direction of Shelbrville. In addition, Milroy contimied,

it was rumored that a strong Confederate force was nesr Lavergne,

Milroy said to Steedman that he was fearful lest the Rebels smash
the Kashville arnd Chattancoga Railroad. 3?7

Luring the dzy, Generzl Rougsesu shifted his headquarters
from Bashville to Murfreesboro. The general was accompanisd to
Marfreesboro by the 61st Illinmois, Housseau kept Thomas abreast
of the developments in the Shelbyville sector. He also informed

Thomas that a resident of Columbiz had reached Tullahoms with a
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tale that Hood's Arzsy of Tennesses had crossed the l.‘ur.-k River 12
miles below Columbtia.
" - iJhen he acknowledged Rousegeau's communications, Thomas

|  wsrned that Shelkyville should rot be evacuated. Thomss informed

i‘ Rousseau that there was ro truth in the report that Hocd had
crossed the Duck River west of Columbia. Aocording to the latest

reports raaching Hashville from the front, Thomas pointed out,

Bood's arry was still massed on the south side of the Duck River. >

By the evenins of thﬂ 26th, almost all of Grapger's
troops had evacuzted Huntsville, The general, =long with the 1Cth
Indiana Cavalry, remainsad behind to bring off the wapons and

destroy all the public property which could be removed. A break

1?7
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in the reilroad now ococurred; a locomotive amd 21_5 froight cars
ware stranded in Huntsville. Not wanting to destroy this valuable
equipment, Granger, hoping that the railroad might be repaired,
determined to remain at Euntsville for several more days.
Following the Union withdrswal from Saaatin, (i
Alfred A. Russell crossed the Tennessee River at the head of his
4th Alsbaxs Cavalry, Hussell's greyclads cautiously closed in on
Huntsville, After cutting the telegraph, thﬂ. Confederates paused
and waited for Granger's troops to contimue thelr retreat.
Gringerrminﬂatﬂlmmmjauntuthammngof ’
Da@e.'lbar.E. Ey this time, the general had decided he eould not
wait any longer Tor the repair crews to repair the treak, He
decided to start for Stevenson. Approximately 250 wagons and 2
large mumber of refugees accompanied ths Union column, The read
was in wretched condition and the streams barely fordable. Before
Cranger had proceeded very far. 2 locomotive and two cars chugged
into view, The officer in charge of the train hailed Granger. He
etated that if Granger would éi*m him an escort, he would return
to Muntsville and save the zbandoned engine and cars, Oranger
quickly fell in with this daring pro:;'usal. At a word from Granger,

120 men secrambled abeard the train,



As the train entered Huntsville, it was fired on by a
detachment of Russell's ragimeﬁt. The Rebels had occupied the
l town immediately followingz ths bluecoats' departure, The engineer
lost his nerve, In his frightened condition, he ran the locomotive
off the track. After destroying the train, the glum Federals
retraced thelir steps.

Following the return of the detachment, Granger's column
resumed its retreat, The Unionists reached S’Levanssn on the 5th.
Colonsl Russell's Aiabamans-purauad the Yankees to within 14 miles

of their base. In & series of harassing attacks on the Federal

rear guafd. the Rebels succesded in cutting off and capluring

: R
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atout 450 Hegross and a2 large mumbsr of wagons cerrying thelr

personal possessions, 33

= ‘The first telegzram which Rousseau receivaed from Thomas

on Eovember 20 snnounced that part of Hood's army had forded the
Duck River ahove Columbia. Consequently, Schofield's army would

be com@alléd to fall back on Franklin, Thomas also wanted to know

what the latest developments along the Nashville and Chattanooga

1

Railvroad were, +0
Wnen Rousssau replied, he annoupged that with one

exception all was quiet along the ralilroad balow Murfreestoro.




During the previous night, a sasll party of irregulars had burned
the woodpile at Christiana and had torn up several ralls, This
damage, however, had been quickly repaired. By the noon hcur
trains were agaln running between !urfreesboro and Tullahoma.
Confederate mounted patrols were reported to be stlll operating
in the Shelbyville ares, but news of their activity was "confused
and vague®,

Bext, Rousseau turned to ths moveaents of his cwn troops.
The train with the 4th Michigan aboard had reached Tullzshoma
during the night. Instructions had alreidy beoen issued for the
Michiganders to come to Murfreesboro. Hliroy's orders reecailing
the detachments of the 5th Tennsssee Cavalry (Union) from
Fofinnvilla and Manchester had been countermanded.

In the event that communications btetween Nashville and
¥arfreesboro were disrupied in the near future, Rousseau thought
it might be a good idea i Thomas enlightened him on the proper
course of action to De rblluua:i, Fousseau wanted to kmow if he
should move out of Murfressboro "and join in the battls that may
be fought in front of Fashville®, His troops, Houssesu contimed,
Wore "matly- raw", but in case of an emsrgency, Lhey woulid

5 tones River Nation2! pattlefiold
r Nationa :
i’t 10, Box 495, 7% reashville Hwy.
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Thomas informed Rousseau that if the Rebels were able
to sever communicationa between thelr twe ¢omaands, he wanted
| Rousseau "to hold Marfreesborough secura®, The general felt
cert=in thst, as soon as Hajor General Andrew J. Smith's
detachwent of the Army of the Tennessee reached Kashville, he
would have enough troops "to whip Hood if h= ventures this far®,
Thomas was of the opinion that as soon as the commissary stores

at Tullshoma were removed, Rousseau had better withdraw Milrey to

S s

Hurfreesboro..' . If there were gufficient time, the troops

guarding ths reilroad bridge spanning the Elk River could be

K3

A o brought to !mrfreesboro;- if mot, they could be concentrated =t
‘ the tomnel, b2

In g second telegram, Thomas warned Roueseau that a
strong force of Confederate cavalry had crossed the Duck River,

: g Housseau was cautioned to keep a sharp lookout, Thomas felt that

Rousseau could expect the Rebel horsezen by the next day or the

day af_:ter. To facilitate the transfer of the commissary supplies
from Tullshoma, Thomss was sending two trzing, Thomas reiterated
lis directive that Milroy should evacuate Tullahoma as soon ae the
stores were loaded, A copy of the portion of the telegram dealing

with the comrigsary stores was forwarded to Ueneral Milroy. b3

21
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Rousseau spent woat of tho afternoon inspecting Fortress
Rosecrans arnd its garrison, Impressed by what he saw, Rousseau
pronounced everythirg In "good comdition®. In addition, the
general was cheered Ly the arrival of a train froam 'mlla.'tmna with
the 4th Michigan aboard. Returning to his headquarters, the
general found Tnomas' telegrams, Cne of Thomas' messages puzzled
Rousseau. It was not clear to Housseau whether Milroy was to be
withdrawn immediately from Taullahoma, or ubber: communications
between Kashville and furfreesboro had been ﬁtem;:bad* Rousseau
therefore wired Thomas for clarification on this point, #*

- Thomas wasted 1o time in informing Pousseau that Milroy
was not to be pulled out of Tuilahoma until after all the
commissary stores had been removed. As scon as this task had been
accomplished, Milroy was to join Rousseszu, 45

Rousseau Lamrding]ar proceeded to get in touch with
Milroy, Thpihllnmammwaam;iﬂad that two trains were
en route to him from Murfreesboro, All the stores currently
stackpile& in the Tullahoma commissary depot (except for three
days' rations for the personnel belonginz to Milroy's command)
weres to be locaded ﬁboa.rd these cars and shipped to Chattancoga.
ifter this operation had Yeen completed, Milroy's iroops were to

march to Murfreesgboro by way of Shelbyville., A strong rear guard,




charged with the misszion of arresting stragglers and preventing
. depredation, would be detailed by Milroy to cover his movement to
Furfreesboro. ué
One aspect of Rousseau's telecram deeply disturbed ¥ilroy.
He did not have any horses with which to remove the ten guns mounted
in the fort at .'I_fgllam:na. ihen he comsmnicated this information
to Rousseau, Milroy reported that the roar of distant artillery was
distinctly audibls, Milroy estimated that the scene of this
fighting was between 30 and 50 miles northwest of Tullahoma,
(¥Alroy was correct, On the evening of the 29th, Hood's and
Schofield's troops were in contact at Spring Hill, approxizmately
55 miles awvay. i
Upon receiving Hilroy's m=ssage, Rousseau telesgraphsd
Thomas, Roussean advanced to his chief two suggestions for moving
the gzuns. First, since Hilroy had no horees to pall the guns,
fousseau could authorige him to use the mounts belonging to the
Sth Temnmesgee Cavalry (Unicn). This was predicated on the
assumption that Milroy would be able to secure the necessary
harnesas. The sacond course of action open to the Federals was for
Thomas to order to Tullahoma an engine and a mumber of flat cars.

In this way, beth the artiliery and Milroy's camp equipage could
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be transferred to Murfreesboro. Rousseau pointed out, in support

of the semn.d alternative, it was doubiful if enmough teams could
be secured to pull the four heavy siege puns. Le

wWhile waiting for Thomas' reply, HRousseau kept lidlroy
abreast of developments, FPending the receist of news regarding
the availability of a train, Hilroy was to look into the
possibllity of using the horses of the 5th Tennesses to draw the
six guns of the 13th New York Battery. If so, he was to do it, ¥9

In the meantizme, Houssesu received another wire from
#lroy.  The Tullahoma commander inquired as to what disposition
should be r.z:.dc of the hospitalized Union soldlers and "tha
bundreds of poor contrabands®, Hilroy slso wanted to knmow if,
when he moved to Murfreesborc, he should recall the blockhouse and

- tridze guards, Houssesu asked Milrcy for a report on the musber

cf men confined to the hospitzl and the mamber of contrabands who
would be unzble to walk to Hurfreestoro. If the sick wers not in
too bad a m:lditiﬂn,. Roussezu suggested, they might be sent to
Chattanooga along with ihe commissary stores. A copy of Hilroy's
communication Was forvarded to Thomas by Rousseau. 50

¥ilrogy was ot long in replying to Rousseau's imguirs,

He inforned his superior that there were 150 patients in the
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Tullzho=a hospital and about 250 “contrabands®™ that would be
unsble to march to Murfreestoro, There were also, he reported, a :
‘ "considerable® amount of medical and ordnance stores at Tullshoma,

| Sinece the road to Hfurfreescoro by way of Shelbtyville was very bad,
(G1roy advancsd the suggestion that his colusm be allowed to use
the road which passed through Wartrace. -

Two telegrams froxz Thomzs served to answer most of the

AT 0

guestions r:isa& by Eousseau., The superintendent of the Military
_Railroaﬂs had bsen directed to rush a train of flat cars to

© Tullohoma. All the troops posted along the railroad from

?- fariressioro to the Elk idver btridce were to be asaerbled and
ought to Murfreesboro. For the present, the Nashville and

*' Chattanooga Railroad between these two points would be sbandoned.
#iroy was to asend to Chattamooga the soldiers who needed further
hospitalis=ation; the "contrabands® were to go to Cowan. There
General Stoedman would assume responsibility for their protection, 92

Evidently, Thozas had not =ade himself clear on one

point, After perusing Thomas' telezraa, Roussezu was umable to
decide whether or not he was suppesed to recall the force (the
106th Chio) etatlionod &t Elk River bridre, He beolieved that the
garrison (vhich was well supplied with @amunition and faod) could
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hold out in the face of an attack by Confederate cavalry. When he
comminicated this information to Thﬂﬁas. Roussesu commented that
he considered the bridge ard blockhouse well %orth the risk", 53

Thomas gave his approval to Rousseau's plan to leave the
104th Chio at Elk River bridee. To help subsist the Chioans, in
case they.were besieged, the 500 eattle currently pastured at
Tullahoma .wsre to be turned over to them. When Thomas conveyed
t~is information to Rousszau, he anmounced that a hospital train
=5 being sent to Murfreesbero. The Hurfreesbvoro military
hospitals were to be emptied and the patients transferred to
Kashville, H

Liousgean moved promptly to carry out Themas' orders,
¥ilrgy was alerted to the impending arsival of a train of empty
flat czrs. .Fatigue parties were to be organized and held ready to
load ths artillery and ordnance supplies. If there were any extra

space, the sick could be sent to Nashwille, Milroy, howsver, wWas

. cautioned to remember thst the train would also pick up the troops

occupylng the blockhouses between Tullahoms and Murfresesboro.
Since the Fedarzls antieipated an early return to Tullshoma,
¥ilroy was to see that his troops destroyed nothing except items

which mighi prove useful to the foe. Milroy was also told of the
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decision to leiave the 106th Ohio at Zlk River bridge; a
detachmant would be detailed from the Tullahoma garrison to see to
the delivary of the cattle, 55

Early on the 30th, Rousseau rotified Milroy that he would
try to send him six cars. These would be in addition to the ones
being sent from Kashville, and could be used for the ordnance
stores. If there were any additional space avallables, other
supplies might be shipped to Murfreesboro, The priority Milroy
was to follow in allocating the remaining shipping space was:
garrison and camp equipage, sutler's merchandise, and other goods.
Rousseau thlnught that it would be a good :I.de; if Milroy advised
the "loyal citizens® to go to Cow=n. 56

Thomas likewise sent an early morning telegranm to F;llruy..
Wnile Thomas refused to give Milroy & deadline for evacuating
Tullahoms, he wanted him to have his men on the road as soon as
all the patients had been placed on board 2 morth-bound train,
Thomas demanded of the bzdgered Milroy the ancwer to seversl
questions, He wanted to know if the artillery had been shipped,
and whether the commissary stores had been sent to Chattancoga,
Thomas czutioned, "Don't permit your men to be stampeded, tut
have things done quletly, and no useless dgshuﬁtinn of property
of any kind, 7
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to observe that a considerable swmount of the regimental bagzaze

By 8 a, m., Milroy's fatigue parties had loaded the six
field plsces and the ordnance stores sboard the waiting flat cars.
In direct violation of Thomas' and Rousssau's orders, the four
heavy slege puns wers left in the fort, Thnocmas! sudden dezision

to send the hospltalized soldisrs %o Hashville instesd of

" Chattanooga had taken Milroy by surprise. The patisnts had
. glresdy been entrained on a south-bound train, It was therefore

';;'mcessary to turn the engine around, *

After all the cars had been loaded, Hilroy was disturbed

and ordnance storcs were still Piled up at ths depot. The general

was relieved ‘o learn that an anpiy north-bound train had just
ft Cowan, He determined to use this train to expedite ths

t.ran fer of his command to Murfresesboro. XMilrey, in acoordancs

t-. with the decision to abandon the raillrosd from }mrfreeabcrn to Elk

E‘Rhar bridge, had issued orders recalling the garrisons from
*?hlﬁnn’-.ulle and Manchester, As yet, these detachments had rot
Eraachad Tullahcma, Corractly belie*rir-.g that these troops would be
ibadh used up by their forced march, ¥ilroy decided to allow them

#fﬂ move to Murfreesboro by rail, After leading the equipment and

_tcras aboard the norih-bound irain, the soldiers would ride to

28




Morfreasboro. Stops wers to ba made alonz the way to plck up the
treops manning the blockhouses. 59

In the meantime, Filroy's unit comaanders were ‘Inrning
their men., Preparatory t9 startinz for Murireesboro, Hilroy
crganized his command intc a provisional brigade, Colonel Edward
Anderson of the 12th Indianz Cavalry was placed in charge of the
newly organrized unit, Having secured permission to march by way
of Wartrace instead of Shelbyville, Milroy's column nﬂrﬁmd out of
Tallahoma. :

A company of cavalry was left to puard the supplies,
oending the zrrival of the HcMinnville and ¥anchester garrisons,
Hajor Hamilton's Shelbyville detachment was to rendezvous with
Milroy's column at Wartrace. Hessengers were sent to contact
Hajor John F. lrmatrong's detachment of the 5th Tennessee Cavalry
(Union), which was patrollin- the area west of the railread,
érznstrong's troopers were to be directed to report to Hilroy at

Harfreesboro. Having started late, Milroy's command made only a

15-mils march and halted for the night of the 30th near Wariraca, 60

The train with Gensral Milroy's artillery aboard reached
Horfresstoro abtout noon, Roussesu soon had a fatipgos party herd

gt work unloading the yuns and amsunition: When he informed
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Thomas of this, Rousseau pointed out that Fortress Rosecrans was
“very extensive®. At first, Houszesu had been of the opinion that
it weuld be best not to try to hold everything. But on mature
consideration, the general wrote Thomas, he had "concluded to do
s iﬁiﬁ? best to hold all®, He was making his dispositicns
gccordingly. If Thomas would lat him, Boussegu wanted to retain
the 21st Indiana Battery. (This five-gun battery had just reached
Murfreesbore from Columbia.) In addition, Rousseau wanted Thomas
to send him another train, o%

~ Replying to Rousseau's commnication, Thomas announced
that, for the time being, he did not intend to send gsrother train
to E-Euri'rees'.bcaro.. He was ecnfident that Rousseau would be abls’ to
held Murfreesboro "against any ferce Hood will be likely to send
zgainst you until we can get our cavalry ready", Thomas thought
L’Es Union eavalry would be ready to take the field within five
da:,rs_. &

Preparatory to the evacuation of Tullghoma, General

Fiireoy igsued orders for col-::-nei Erzyzanowski to report to General
Steedman, Krzysanowski's trigade would contimie to hold the
Hashville and Chattanboga Railroad from Elk River bridgs to

Bridgeport. &5
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On Degember 1, Rousseau learned that on the previocus
evening there had besen a fierce battle at Franklin., Bood's Army
of Tennessee had sought to drive Scofield's army into the Eig
garpeth River, The Hebels had been repulsed but, under the cover
of darkness, the Yankees had evacuated Franklin and were falling

zifbuck upon MHashville, During the day, most of Gensral Steedman's
2 was transferred by rail from Cowan to Hashville,

The day -before the battle of Franklin, General Thomas

sent an important telezram to General Stsedman. Thomas wanted

nd rush it tu Ccwan, At Cowan, Steedman would detrain his men,
'- would see that his soldiers took position so as to

; thraat.en an attack on the rear of Hood's army, in case the

] Iﬂonredwatns struck for the Hasaville and Chattanocga Railread, &
Since Steedman had been expecting orders to take the
SMB010 ror several days, he had placed his troops on 2 standby

s, His officers wers t{herefore able to get their men ready
take the field on short notice. 1!::3 officers and men of

's ecmmand bad previously drawm ihe required emmnition

d rations, As soon as Steaduman passed the word, the unit

P anders foracd snd mustered their commands. _65




: In the meantime, Steedman's chief quartermaster had

1 called on the officisls of the military rs;ilrnnd to make svailable
33 rolling stock sufficient to transport 5,200 officers and zen, and
: two batteries, By 2 p. m,, all the soldiers slated to accompany
. steedman had been marched from their camps to the Chattancoga

s marshaling yards, &s rapldly as each train was loaded, the officer

L TR

in cherge would ery, "All aboard®., The engineer would pull on the

throttle and the train would start up the track, €6
I It took the hard-working railroaders approximately 17
hours to shift Steedman's command from Chsttanocoga to Cowan, After

AT

E detraining at Cowan on the morning of the 30th, Steedman's
" bluecosts tock position covering the approaches to the toun, At

; ¢ p. =, Steedman received another important telegram from Thomzs,
¢ It had pow become apparent to Thomas that Hood's Rebel army was

. striking direcily for Nashville, Thomas accordingly ordered

- Steedman to rush his command to Ksshville, &7

- Steedman's bluecoats spent the night of December 1

' reboarding the waiting cars, Peginming at daybreak, the trains,

- one zfter amnther, rcullad out of ﬂ;.e Cowan yards.

When the trains with Steedman's soldiers aboard failed

= to re.a.:::h Murfreesloro at the schedulsd hour, Rousseau began to

frat. Wores, the ielegraph suddenly went ont of order; Roussean
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was unable to contact the stations south of Murfreesboro, Fearful
lest there had been a wrack, Roussean ordered out a construction
train, In case there was a2 bad Lreak in the track, Rousseau
planned to use ths twe trains currently at Murfresasboro to shuttle
Steedzan's troops on to lNiashville, 68
Ruumﬁ's fears, however, proved unfounded, Gerneral

Stecdman reached Marfrsesboro gboa~d the lead train at 12:25 p. =,
Dstrained, Steedman hastened to the dispatcher?s office, He
wanled to seo if the track were clear before prncaaﬂing-to
Kashville, The dispatcher had gons homs to eat lunch, so Stesdman
was compelled to wire Tnomas for further instructions, Within a
few mimmtes, Steedman had hies reply., The road was open, He was
to contimie to Hashvills. Ey nightfell, all tut two of the trains
with Steedman's command sboard had passed through Hurfreesboro. 4
break in the track delsyed thesc two until the following morning. ¢

; In the mezntime, Union plans regerding the sbandonment
of tha railroad between Enrfreesberc and the Duclc River hed changed,
Following Steedman's arrivel in Murfreesboro, Rousseau nntifie&
Thomas that ha.uaa raaﬂy to reoccupy the blockhouses along that
section of the rallroad., If he failed to hear anything from
TLumga, Doussean was prepared to go zhead with this project.

Aoussean was afrald that if he delayed toco long, Confederate




f';-- jrregulars would burn the bridges. 7C Thomas scknowledged
Fousseau's communication almost immsdiately., Rousseau recelved
the green light to go ahead with his proposal. By nightfall, the

- designated blockhouses had been reoccupled by detachments from the

- 15tk Ohto. 7%
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It took Generzl Hilroy's command, 3,000 atrong, the

© petter part of three days to cover the 40 miles from Tullshoma to

: Murfreesboro, Ey the time Milroy's troops reached Murfreesboro on
~ the afterncon of the 2d, the Confederates had succeeded in severing
_:';direc:t communications between Hurfreesboro and Hashville. Reporting

. %5 Rousseau, Milroy recsived instructions to have his troops casp

- within the confines of Fortress Rosecrans. 72

Darding the early part of the night, the sleep of the
Murfreesboro Federals was disturbed by the sound of heavy artillery
fire from the rorthwest. Kousseau believed that this noise
. indicated one of two things. Either the Rebels were attacking the
blopgkhouses on the railroad between Murfreesboro and Hashville,
or fiéhting had braken out cn the Eashville perimetsr. Furthermore,
since communications bstween Murfreesboro and Nashville had been
interrupted, Rousseau was afraid that the greyclads might have
captured the two trainlnada of Steedman's troops winich had left
Murfreesbore that morning. (One of the trains reached Nashwille

safely, while the other was attacked,) 73
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THE HISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

Moteg == Chapter ILI

Hood Invades Hiddle Tennsssee

1 U. B., Series I, Vol. DIXIX, pt. IXI, 550,
2 Ibid.; Dyer, A Compendinm of ithe ¥sr of the Rebellion, 467-U68,
Following his surrender of Winchester, Virginia, to Lieutenant

General Richard'S, Ewell's II Corps of the Army of Horthern

Virginia ou June 15, 1863, Hilroy had been plsced in arrest., Upon

his relesse from arrest, :-b.lro_f had Teen assigned toc Roussean's
&istrict..

3 9. f_.. Series I, Vol, XXX, pt, IIT, 56G; Offici=) Poster of
the Soldiers of the State of Ohlo in the War of the Rebelljony,
1861~1865, (Cincinnati, 1888), 146, The batieries assigned to Van
Clove Y3 hei fais waie i Batiory T dub Mctisan TAghs intilievy,
the 12th EBattery, Chio Light fArtillsry, and the 8th Battery,
Wsoonsin Lizht Artillery., Major Schultz had been placed in
comsand of Fortress Rosecrans on Xovembsr 18, 1864, EHe had
relisved Lisutenant Colonsl Walker E, Lawrence.

5 Dyer, Compendium of the ¥ar of the Retellion, 1157, 1299,

5 0. R., Series I, Vol, IXIX, pt. III, 560, Kruyyzanowski's
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infantiry regiments were: the 6th Kentucky, the 58th and 68th XNew
York, and the 106th end 180th Ohio., PRattery K, 1st Chio Light
Artillery and the 9th Battery, Ohio Light Artillery, were also
assigned to Xrzyzanowski's btrigade,
6 Itid., 560; O, R., Series I, Vol. XV, pt. I, 1202, A
detachment from the 59th Ohio which had mot been muistered out of
service with tke reat of ths regiment was slso stationed at
Tullahoma,
7 0. B., Series I, Vol. XI¥, pt. I, 1029.
& Itid., 1025-1030. .
9 Iiad., 1029,

10 Iuid.
1 - 11 Ikdd., 1027-1028. Tae portion of the Memphis and Charleston
Eailroad connecting Stevenson with Decatur, Alabanma, had been
reopensd for traific by the Federals in Hzrch 1864, Thomas®
¢ headquartsrs were In Nashville,
12 Ibid., 1028,
3 Iadi
' % Ibid., 1029. The 13th Indiana Cavalry and Battery D, st
Hizsourd Light Artillery were stationed at Huntsville,
.15 Jbid., 1028,
16 JIoid., 1026-10%7, A amall force of uv.;llry rezained at Athens
until the mnight cf the 25th,
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| regiments (the 177th and 175th Chio), one dismounted cavalry

Ioid.

Ibid., 1047-1048,
Inid., 1048,
Iid., 1047,

T

sxdd., 1070-1071, Gteedman's head-uarters were in Chattanooga,

ibid., 1071, Milroy reported that the two rifled 24—pounders,

one Zh-pounder smeothbore, one 1Z-pounder James rifle, and six Fe
inch ordnance rifles were emslaced in the fort at Tellchome, In
additlon, there was one 12-poundsr howitzer at the Duck River

tridge and two field pieces at the Elk River bridpe.

Inid.

Ibid., 1071-1072.
Ibid,, 1070,
Ibid.

Ibid., 1099-1100.
Inid., 1099.
Ibid., 1102,
Ibid. ,- 1101,
id,

"-;:_i;gg. Milroy informed Steedman that he had two infantry
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regiment (the 12th Indiana), and one cavalry regiment (the Sth
Temnnessee) with which to contest the Confederates' advance.

33 Ikid., 1027.

% Ikid., 1101, 1102, The 5th Tennsssee Cavalry was attached to
¥ajor Gensral James H, Wilson's recently constituted Cavalry Corps,
Military Division of the }Mississiprni.

35 Ibid., 776, 1128. In the attack on Shelbyville, the

Confederates lost one man ~-~ Captain J. C. Jackson. The

uptai.n-imaahutinthumth; the ball lodged in the jaw, breaking
the jawbone,

_. 36 Ibid., 776, 1127. After ercssing the river, the Confederates

; meved to Berlin. Since manvy of his men's horses had thrown thsir

| shoes, Cobb halted his command. Two blacksmith shops were
. impressed and the smiths put to work reshoeing the mounts, In the
| dsy's fighting, Cobb reported that, im addition to Captain Jackson,
he lost three men o- gall wounded,

37 Inid. :

® Ixid., 1077-1028; Regort of the idiutant Jeperal of the State
ef Illimois, IV (Springfield, 1901), 242, Roussesu, however, was
thsrized to pull Hamilton's detachment out of Sheltyville in
Case of ths sapproach of & major Confederate striking forece. The

Illinods had just reached Hazhville by boat from Paducah,
erntucky.
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39 2. R., Series I, Yol. XI¥, pt. I, “774-776, 1153; Q. B.y Serles
I, Vol, XLV, pt. II, 67. In addition, Colonei Russell reported
the capture of two engines, 28 cars, and a large amount of iren,
medical, commizeary, quartermaster, and ordnancs stores.

k0 5. B., Series I, Vol. XI¥, pt. I, 1152.

51 Ikid., 1152-1153.

L2 Ibid., 1153. General A, J. Smith's detachment (three divisions)
of the Army of the Tennessse had besn ordered to repo;'t to General
Thomas on October 29, At that time, Smith's troops were operating
in wstern‘ Hissouri, near the Kansas border. It tock over a month
to transfer Smith's command from western Missouri to the Middle
Tennessee thestre of operaticns., 3Saith's bluecoats reached
Nashville on Novembar 30 arnd Decexber 1, The tunnel was sbout two
miles sast of Cowan.

b3 JYoid. The tuo trains, after being loaded, were ito proceed io

_ Chattancoga.

i -: 4 Ibid., il_'i}—ll_'j-‘h, General Van Cleva and Hajor Jzmas R.

' #willett of tﬁe englaoeers had accompanied Rousseau on his tour of
: inspection.

f 45 Trid., 1154. -

16 msa., 1157,

' 47 TIbid., Four of the ten guns mounted in the Tullahoma fort were




heavy siege pleces.

58 Ibid., 1154,

k9 Ibid., 1157,

50 Ibid., 1155.

21 Ibid., 1158,

52 Ikid., 1155.

53 Ibid. In ecase Thomas wanted the Eik River bridge abandoned,
the 106th Ohioc would proceed to Tullahoma and report to General
Hilroy, -

55 Ikid., 1156-1158.

55 Ibid., 1187. Hilroy had first broached the question of what

should be done with the sutlers' stores. He had wired Thomas, "I

sm desired to inguire whetner any transporiation can be obltained

for the goods of sutlers and trade stores; if not, it will
cccasion mumsrous logses to mary loyal men.® Ibid,, 1186,

57 Ibid., 1187 '

53 Ibid., 1187-1188.

52 ikid.

&0 __EL‘,LQ., 1186, 1188, Anderson's brigade consisted of: the 12th

Indiana Cavalry (diswounted), the 177th and 178th Ohic Infantry




Regiments, and a detachment of the 57th Chio Infantry.

g1 Itid., 1186,

62 Ibid, Evidently, Thomas denied Rosecrans! request regarding
the 21st Indiana Battery. Instead of remzining at Fortress
Rosecrans, the Indisnlisns procesded to kashville,

63 Ibid., 1192.1193. Krzyzanowski's command was posted as
fnmusz 368 men of the 106th Ohio, and a 100-man detachment of
the lst Michigan Engineers, were at Elk River bridge; the 180th
Ohio, and 45 troopers of the 5th Temnessee Cavalry, were st
Decherd; a 37-man detachment of the 106th Chioc was staticned at
Cowan; the ‘bridge across Gerrard Creek and the tunnel were watched
by 46 men from the 106th CGhio; detashments totaling 237 officers
ard men from the 106th Ohio garrisoned Blockhouses 21-35; 9%
blueeaats from the 6th Kentueky occuplied Anderson and Bass;
Stevenson was hold by the 58th New York, a detachment of the 106th
Ohio, and Battery X, lst Ohio lLight Artillery; the Widow's Creek
bridge was guarded by 29 men from the 58th New York, The €3th Hew
York and thas 9th Ohioc Battery were stationed at Bridgeport,

Sy I_k,_gg,. 1159,

65 Ibid.. 1050,

66 Trid., 502-5%03, 509. Steedman®s command consisted of the 15ih

Ohlc Infantry, the 68th Indiana Infantry, the 6th Indiana Cavalry




(dizmounted), the 14th, 16th, and 4:th U, S, Colored Infantry,

casual detachments from the XIV, XVII, and XX Army Corps, and the

18th Chio and 20th Irdianz Batteries.

67 Ibid., 503, 510; Q. R., Series I, Vol. X, pt. II, 12-13.
68 9. &., Series I, Vol. Xi¥, pt. II, 12.

69 Ibid., 12-13, 50.

70 Itid., 1.‘2.;.

71 Ibid, .

72 Ibid., 13, 50; Dyer, Compendiua of the War of the Rebellion,
1554, '

73

0. R,, Series I, Vol. XIV, pt. II, 50,
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THE HISTCRY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

Chapter IV

The Confederates Move Against Fortroass Rosecrans

The ccabat-ready division of the irgy of Tennessee led
Ly Hajor General William B. Bate remzined at Franklin for 36 hours
following the desperate battle fought there on the last day of
Novexber. On the sorning of Deceamber 2, Bate's soldiers broks
camp aml started for Hashville, 3Sefore the column had procseded
very far, a courier overtook General Bate, He handed Bate a copy
of a messaco which Gmaral Hood had sent to Eajor General B,
Frenklin Cheatham, (This latter officer commanded the corps to
which Bato's divislon was assigned,) Cheatham, efter having
endorsed the cosmsminleation, had forwarded it to Bate, 1
Glancing at the dispatch, Bate found that he was to take
kis division and one battary of artillery and move upon
Hirfreeaboro, His trocps were to destroy the Hashville and
Chattanooga Rallroad from Murfreesbors to Rashville., The
r_b]pckhuuaaa which the Fedsrals had erscted for the protection of
& the vitsl rgilroad were to bs reduced and the bridges burned.

- Shortly thersafter, a staff officer rode up and told General Bate

.‘.’_1:




that Colen=l EBenjemin J,. Eill and 150 cavalrymen had beon
directed to co-operata wilh his column,

The capable Bate immediately movad to carry out Hood's
instructions,. _Aft,e:* halting his troops, Bate had thea retrace
their steps, Re-sntering Franklin, the head of the column turnsd
into the Triune rnad.l Bafore the infantrymen had gone wvery lar,
| _

%they were overluaken bl;gr the erack S5th Company, Washington ILight
J Ef;jrt-illﬂt‘j’. The louisians artillerists with their three guns had
i bean detailed by Colonel Melanctheon Smith, Cheatham's chief of

E’artﬂ.lery, to accompany the expedition. By dusk Bate's soldlers

_wers =t Triune, whers they spent the nignt. At this stage of the
i{mm‘lﬁ.et, the Confederacy was in its twilizht., Bate's once

| formidable command had been reduced to ahout 1,600 officers and
f.fgnen. This figurs included Hill's iroopers and the Ioulsiana

-irtillerist&q 3

Tn the 338, Bate turned his command out gt an early nmour.
i#s scon as the grayclads had eaten their breakfast, they were
_.3._: to £all in, When the march was resumed, the coluwm swung
: '-- tns left and headed up the Nolensville pike. Several miles

.' h of Trinne, Brte turned his soldisrs lnto Elr:lé Jack road.

{8 lnlixe the pike, the Dols Jack road was not macadamized and the

S 8dvance was slowed. HNightfall found the Confederates camped at




wilkinson's Cross-Hoads, Bate had succseded in penetrating teo
within six miles of Hurfreesboro without enco'xmt.aring any
opposition. Furthermore, an improved road (the Wilkinson pike)
afforded the Confederates an excelleni line of advance in case
they chosa to attack Fortress Rosecrans. ~
It was after dark before Eate heard anything from Hood,

wWhen b= did, the megsage was dated the 24, Twenty-four hours had
elspsed tetween the tims the courier had le=ft M‘a headquarters
end the time he had ridden up to Bate's command post. Hood
informed Bate that he had lsarned from ssveral c¢ivilians that

_ thera were "some 5,000 Ysnkees st Murfreesborough", In view of
this developmint (iwod had axpected the Federals to pull out of
Hurfreesboro in tho face of his advence on Nashville.), ths arsy
commander notified Bate that Oeneral Forrest was under orders to

sond cavalry to his assistance, Bate, however, was cauticned to

¢ act according to his own judgment, in view of the contimmed

occupation of Eurfreesborc &y the Federzls, At ali timss, Hood

. edmonished, Bale mist remszber his objective, which was to destroy

_the railroad, o

In the meantime, scouting pa.rt.ies irom Colonel Hill's

ounted coamand had been reconnoitering the approaches io

| ¥orfraesboro, From several of the wmore talkative inhabitants, the




geouts Jearncd that 2 strong Union fores, estimated at fro=m 6,000

et vl

§ to 10,300 strong, held Murfressboro, Gemerz2l Fousseau was

- gdentifisd as the commarder of tha Unlon garrison, Since Bate had

A

1
1
|

1k 7

{ been led to believe that Murfresstoro had teen evacuated, he was
1 -: understandably disturbed by this news, Wishing to get Hood's
i react.ian to ithis intelligence, Bate forwarded the news to his
superior on the morning of iha &4th. 6 _
Genaral Forrest na:l crossed the Big Harpeth River at
daybreak on Decexmber 1, twentr-Iour hours ahead of Bate's command,
 Zcocompanied by Erigadler Generals Abruhanm Fuford's and Willisa H,
'_ Jsckson's h.qrél-priding divisions, Forrest advance'd up the Wilson
pri.}:a, At Cwen's (ross-ioads, TForrest's column found part of
Colenel Robert R. Stewart's Unmien cavalry brigads, Stewart's
[Rbinecosts had been detailed by Eajor General Jases H. Wilson to
-4- the withdrawal of Gersral Schofield's arwy into the
E2shville defenses, Since the Yarkees seemed disposed to dispute
ils sdvance, Gemaral Forrest ordered Captain John W, Morton to
. ve his cannonsers unlin®er their f;u.r guns, 4is soon as the
rtillerdsts had softened up the Horthernsra' position, Forrest
Rirected Bsi:.ford to ehu-'{;a‘ Szrging to the attack, Buford's

roovers scaitered the lith Indiana Cavelyy. Colonel Stewart had

i
l iven the Indianians the tzsk of holding the crossroads, In tho

Iy
—




mopping up operations witlch ensued, Bufordls greyelads captured

sevaral of the Fedeials, 7 ' .

After Yresking contact with the Rebels, Stewart's
cavalrymen fell back on Erentwood. Here, they rejoinsd Wilson's
corps. Froam Brentwocd, “Wilscn's command proceeded to Thompson's

1 Chapel on the MNolensville piks, After placing his men in
:F. dafenai?a.poaitions, Wilson permitteé thea to camp for the night.
Hevellle sounded in the eamps af the Union cavalry at an
: early hour on the 2d. After the men had eaten, they were formed
1 and mustered, It wes not yet daylight when the troopers moved cut
'? and turned into the Nolensville rike., Aftor passing through the

earthuorks which guarded the sporeaches to Hashville, Vilson

" halied his command and reported to General Thomas, Iate in the
afternoon, Wilson, in azceordance with Thomas' dnstructions,

. crossed his corps to the north side of the Cumberland Rivar.

§ Rsaching the right bank of the river, Wilson's troopers halted and
E bivouacked in and arourd Bdzefield. °

General Forrest's other davalry division (Brigadier
:Jlﬁénaral James R, Chalrers') had forded the Eig Harpeth River
f?+belcw Praniklin on-the lst. Oalning the Hillsboro pike, Chalmers?

-;trc.::pgra forged repidly shead. Forresi's plan of operations

;called for the %wo Uonfederats mounted columms {his own and




Chalmers') to:cunverge on Brentwood. The Confedsrate leader felt

that, if this maneuver werse sucéessful, he might be abtle to eat

off and destroy a portion of Schofieidis army. At this time, the

= Rebel cavairyman knew that the Unlon infantry was in full retreat

up the Franklin pike, when the head of his colunmn reached a point

on the Hillsbtoro pike opposite Zrentwood, Chalmers called a trief

halt, Leaving the Hillsboro pike, Chalwmers' troopers headed
eastward, moving cross-country towsrd IZrentwood. g

After having forced Stewart's bluecoate to abandon Cwen's
' Cross-Roads, Forrest contimued his advance up thbe Wilson pike, At
~ Erentwood, r‘f‘orrest'a and Chalmers' eslumns repdegyoused, The
Confederatas, however, were disappointed to learn on questioning
the inhabitants that the last of Schofield's infantry had passed
up tne Franklin pike several kours before.
. Apparently urndaunted, Forrest determined to msaks one
iTinal effort to overtake the Yankees, Chalmers would pursue the
| eccats directly up the Fran‘uiin pike; Forrest, with Buford's
and Jackson's divisions, would ﬂgarin swing to the east. By
utilizing the liolensville plke, Forrest hoped to reach the
shville defanses ahead of Schofieid's rear guard. If he were
Euccessiul in his race with the Federals, Forrest could turn his

nand to the west and block the Franklin pike, 10



Forrest's master plan, however, wag doomed to fail. The
Federals had too long a hsad start. Even Lefore Forrest's column
reached the Nolensville pike, the gensral's scouts informed him
that the last of Schofield's infantry had entered the MNoshyille
pericater, Sollowing the receist of this news, Forrest permitted
Bufcrd’s and Jackson's troopera to bivouac for the night., In the
meantime, Chalmers' greyclads had penetrated to within four miles

of the fortifieations gusrdinz the acprosch to Nashville.

o

Eezlizing that the Tankees had won the racs for Kashville, Chalmers'

T e

cavalrymen halted and camped on either side of the Franklin pike. 1t

The noxt morning {the 2d), Forrest issued instructicns for
‘ Chalsere to shift his division to the left and blockade the

B 51 300 and BT plkes. At the same time, Forrest planned to
swing 1o the east with Duford's amd Jackson's divislons, Forrest

. would uss the troopers of these two combat-wise commands to cut
' 12

commnications between Hashville and Murfreesboro.
Early on the 2d, Forrest had his column on the road.
Advancing rapidly ur ths Ha].ansviﬁa pike, Forrest's troopers
arrived in front of the Nashville dafense. The Rebel horsemen had
reached this point shortly after the last of Wilson's Union
troopers had ontered the fortifications. F_'rn:n their cosition on

the hills scutheasl of the elty, tha gre:;cln 5 could distinetly
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sae the astate capitol. Pending the arrival of Hoed's infantry and
;wt.i.ll_::e:'j‘. Forrest prepared to drive in the Fl;daral outposis.
Genaral Baford was directed to proceed io F.l-ll Creoex. EBuford's
troopers were to take position near the Irsane Asylum ard guard
the Rashville-Marfreeshboro pike. Jackson's division would remain
where it was and watch the Nolensville pike. 12 ]

¥hile en route to the Insane Asylum, Buford's buttermts
- crossed the Nashville and Chattancoga Railroad. After cutting the
'_ telegraph, Buford organized and detached a combat team, This
I.__ group was given t.hs_ task of capturing and burning the Union
: blockhoucses which guerded the three railread bridges across Mill

Creex. Sollowing the deparcturs of th> cosbst tes=, Puford used

the reaainder of hi= dlvisicon to establish a roadblock on the

i Rashville-lurfreesboro pike, 1

- Pending the arrival of Food's soldiers, General Chalmers
deterzined to uce one of his brigades, Colonsl Edsund W. Rucker's,
to hold the Franklin pike. Chalmers' other brigade, led by
- Colonel Jaech B. Biffle, was sent to blncl:;ade the Hillsboro and
Hardin pikes, #le's and Rucker's troopers enccuntered no

- oppositicr in :arfomg out their aasignments, 15
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dne of the two trains with units {fron Steedman'’s command
which had been dslayed reached Kashville tefore Puford's troopers
cut the railroad. Tho second train, cartying the Li3th U, 35,

-

Colorsd Infantry and Companies A and D, 14th U. S. Colored
¥ Infantry, was not so fortunate. Doth trains had be=n held up at
Murfreesboro as a result of a Gerailment. Colonel Lewis Johnson
1 of the Lith U, S. Colored Ir:u.t'ant.rj' was in charge of the second

. train, Ey ihe morning of the 2d, the railrcad repair crews,
assisted by fatigve parti=s detailed by Colonsl John=cn, had the

"!angine and cars back on the tracks. As scon as the locomotive had

'-':h:ilt up a head of steam, the train pulled away from Murfreesboro
& anl hesded for’Kashville. 18

-

3'%&::;‘ a2t team was held by & detachzent from the 115th Chio commanded
: .lv hard-bitien Lisutenant Ocorge D, Farter, Tais stockade, the
ur;:rmi one south of Bashville, w«as krnown &s Blockhouse ¥o, 2, It
‘was designed to comcand the middlie cne of the three railroad
tridges which epanned weardering ¥ill Creek within 2 mile. 7
ST S o6 (he 31, the Tookots ut Hioukieaes Bo.
2 reported to Lleciensnt liarter that a larga mumber of unidentifisd

rsenen were approaching. Trazining his field glasses on the

-33‘#*‘ ';ﬂ"«ﬁ:.’m* y

oy s k] ]
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Tha blockhouse schedulsd o be attacked first by Buford's




* nevicsmera, the lleutenant observed that a larges number of thoa
" gere clod in Federal garb, As the anxious Yankees watched, ihe

i
-

horsemen deployed and slowly began to surround the blockhouss,
: Before the cavalrymen could complete tiheir imvestuent of the

i § stockade, the shrill whistle oI 2n engin

-t

LAl

wis nesrd. when the

S train guffed into view, the Cnlosns were cheered to dizcover that

.;: i1t was loazded with Negro scldiers. 18

when Colonmel Johnson saw that 2 large musmber of horsesen
' serc degloyed mear the blockhouse, he shouted for the englneer to
__*pr-:me:bd with caution. The train accordingly approached the

: blockhouse very 8lowly. Just as the engine puIleﬁ on to ths

[ triige, a masksd battery roarad into action. Hits were scored on
-f the locomotive ard the first car. Several men were weunded and

"'- the enzine disabled., Colonel Johnson realized that it would ba

.' suicidal for his troops to remain aboard the crowded cars, Hs
bellowed instructions for his men to detrain and tske cover in the
. stockads. Since he had not seen any signs of Iieutenant Harter or
- :hia soldiers, the colonel believed that the blockhouse had been
Sbandens3. lLeaping off the cars, the RKegroes ani their white
officers rar:ed_ toward the little fort, 2,
Upon reaching the stockade, the colonel and his men were

Cisngyed to find it occupied by Lieutenant Harter's detachment.




n mak= matiers worse, the Corfederats artillerists now turned
guns on the fort. The eclonel was compelled to form hi:s
sps srourxd the blockhouce,

While his officers were rallying their men, Colonel
Johnson made a hasty reconnalssance. He observed that a high hill
yards east of the railroad dominsted the stcckade. A rumber
Euford's disaounted troopers had already taken possession of
e hill, From this camanding, position, they sniped away at the
Federals, Johnson was convineced that Aif his men were to escape
thilation, they would heve to selze the strategic hill., He
prdered a strong detachment to rush the R:‘bel. gharpshooters, The
bluemats were repalsed in their effort to ecarry the crest.
Und=nnmted, Johnson had his soldiers take cowver on the lower slope.

ere the Hegroes dug in. logs and stumps were used as breastworks
tha degperste Federals, Protected by their improvised
_ ortifications, the Yankeez returned the Confederates'! fire. 2
After several howrs' heavy fighting some of Johnson's "
stbordinates appreoached the colonel. They told him that their
soldiers had almost exhausted tie 40 rounds which t.hejr-carrlad in

tiieir cartridgze-boxes, Johnson promptly relayed this information




1?tﬂ;L15utenant Harter. The lieutenant ordersd his ordnance

: serpeant to give Johnson'ls command 2,000 rounds, After this

¢ ammnition had teen distrituted, it enabled the Negroes to hold
:;. out in the face of the heavy pressure being constantly exerted by
the. Zonfederates, During the afterncon, Buferd's dismounted

¢ troopers launched several sharp attacks on the bluecoats, These
.:; thrusts were easily baaten off. 21 e

| All the while, the Rebel cannoneers contimed to ghell
_: the blockhouse, In an effort to kmock out the defenders, the
artillerists sought to wheel their pieces closer to the stockade.
BB o1t dtvectad fice of the Hiucsiads, however, forced tHe

i Southerners to sbhift thelr pieces frequently. Finzlly, about 5
Ps m,, the butternut camnoneers succeeded in manhan2ling one of
their guns into position on the hill east of the rallroad. After

i lcading the camnon, they pushed it to the crest. It was sighted

e e T

| and fived. The recoil threw the gun back cut of sight, After

i reloading, the artillerists pushed the gun back into battery and

¢ the operation was repeated. The entire procedurse was carried out

pre

1 : 80 rapidly that the Federals were unable to concentrate a sufficient

E volume of gnsll-zrmg fire on the orew to disconcert their aim.

§ Within a few mimutes, the Confederate gunners had lncecked the

48 lookouti tower to plsces. Nesxt, they focused their attention on




the blockhouse. Shell after shell struck the bullding; a nusber

peretrated tha heavy timbers. One shell expleded inside the

& blockhouse, killing the railroad conductor and wounding several of

ko

{ieutenant Harter's Ohioans. %

- Fortunately {or the blueccate, darkness soon blanketed
i the area. Although the Confederate artillerists ceased firing,
;tha digmyonted trocpers contimued to bang awsy. Under the covar
_Lnf night, Colonel Johnson regrouped his command., Except for the
.'._anldiers detailed to man a lins of outposis, the bluecoats fell
tbeck to the b]scktmﬁ_na. Inspecting his troops, Johnson was
ﬂm}:ed to learn that there was very littls assmnition left. i
:therefare w:u-&ed nis men to hold their fire, They were to reserve
the few rourds remaining in t.h;ir cartridge-boxes for uss during
tuf. asszult which Johnscn antieipated. 23

. In the m=antime, Lieutenant Harter had made an
inspection of the damsge to the stockade. He found that the
Confederate bozbarcment had reduced the blﬂ;ﬁkh:mﬂu to & "ruinous
.nditinn". Farthermore, the lieutenmant's .mmard was aiso

. nted by an ammnition shortsge. Harter immediately
Commnicated this ;iiatreaaing information to Colonel Johnson. 24

Ypon evalvating the availsble inforwmstion, Johnaon

12




declded that kis position was hopeless, ilrsady, tae delense of

' the stockade had cost the Federals one-third of their strengtih.

f
£
(of ths 332 officers and men engazed, 12 had been killed, 96 ;-
]
 wyounded, and 37 wers mis=sing;.) John=on deter=ined to evacuate the E

1 plockhouse and try to fight his way through to Hashwille.

by T s

.F.&*lmberin; Fart Zillow, Johmsayn felt thzi, should the stockszde be
taken by as=anlt cr surrender, "a butchery would follow®. In

i. gdditicn, the colonel believed that, if it were possible for tna

- Kashville Federals to _srsnr.t reir_f‘nrcaﬁants, thay would have already
errived. Orders were lssued to abandon the fort, 25

At 3:30 a, m,, the Federals l=ft ths blockhouss,

Bsstrary to Coloss) Johnsonts: Pears, the bisscosts caught the
Confederates nagping. -.’.-bserfir.g the strictest silence, ther

3 pasaed through the Rabel lingss without belng challenged. Ths rest
__of the march was uneveotful, Colonel Johnscn's and Lisutenant

AE Herter's troops entered the Eashville perimeter about daybraak. 26

]
It was late on the afternoon of tha 2d when Hood's
| § infantry and artillery rt.;aar.-had the Nashwville area.  Moving into
their dssignated rositions in front of the Rashvilie defenses, the

. Confederates began tu entrench. Lieutenznt General Stephen D. lee's

14




Corps was posted in the center, its center restin: astride the
Franklin pike. Ilecutenant General Alexander P. Stewart's Corps
was stationed on the left; Major Gemeral B, Franklin Cheatham's
held the right. =/

With the srrival of liood's infantry, Forrest's trcocers
could be relieved of the necessity of having to watch the Nashville
it bar. Bt seenrdinaiet tatorued bin cuvs try i duadoe 5ot -
he @=s to gttack the Unlon commuinication lines. 4 strong mounied
force would be sent to operate ®apon the rallrcad, block-houses,
and telagraph lines” connecting Kashville with Murfreesboro. In
addition, Ferrest's troopers wer: - ses if they could interfore
with Union shipring on the Gm;ube:-lard River below Hashville,
Apparently, Hood did not know f.hat. a atrong combat team from
Euforda's division had already attacked Blockhouse ¥o, 2, 28

At.l dsybreak on the 3d, Buford's cavalrymen prapared to
rensw thelr attack on the stocksds., When the bluecoats failed to
return their {ire, Confederate sikirmishers advanced to investigate.
To their chagrin, the Southerners discoversd that the Yankees had
escapad during the night, tor putting the torch to the battered
blockhouse, the railroad bridge across Mill Creek, and the
abandoned train, the Southsrners prepared to move against

Blockhouse Yo, 1. 27

15




A 110-man detachment from the 1l35th Chio commarnded by
Licutenant Jzcob N, Shaffer garrisoned Bloekhouse Mo, 1. This
stockade was located on ths railroad four miles from Kashville,
Since Blockhcuse Mo, 1 was cnly a mile froa Blockhousa Fo. 2, it
2ppesrs that Colonel Johnson did not warn Lieutenant Shalfer when
he retirsd into the Nashville defenses, Furthermore, Johnson's
troopers musi have bypassed Elockhcuse o, 1 when they retreated,
tecause Shaffer's soldiers made no effort to escape until it was
too late, 30

Visiting Puford's command post near the Insane Asylum on
the morning ::ri' t.-he 3d, Forrest directed the ::livision comaarder to
=ervi cne of nis h‘igade; gzainst Blockhouse lo. 1, while the other
attacked Blockhouse Tc. 3. Puford moved promptly to carry out
Forrest's instructlons. Striking swiftly, the Rebels surrounded
the two blockhouses. : .

After investing Blockhouse ¥o, 1 the Southerners sent
foruard a2 truce pnrt;r to demand its swrrender, Lisutsnant
Shoffer refused, To soften up the defenders, Captain Morton
erdsrad his ariillery into position., Unlimbering their pieces,
the Tennessee cannoneers began to hammer awasy at the stockade with
shot and shell, The Yankees replied with their small-arms,

Whensver the Federaisz' fire ssemed to slacken, a Scuthern officer




would ride forward with a white flag to pee il they were ready to
1=y dowm their arms. On three differant occasions, the rugged
lieutenant rejected the Rebels®' terms., By late afternoon, the
Ohioans' morale faltered., Despite their prolonged rasistance, it
apzeared to then that they had been abandoned by thelr friends,
The blockhouse hzd been pounded to pleces, arnd ten of their
cosrades wore dead and another 2C wounded. %hen the buttermuts
sent in their fifTth flapg of the day. Ileutenant Shaffer surrendered
his comaand, After burning the blockhouse and the railroad bridge,
the Confederates returned to their camp at the Insane Asylum. 31
Ceptain Denning N, Lowrey was in charge of the 32 men
from the 115th Ghio charged with the defense of Blockhouse No. 3.
This stockade was located near Antioch., Surrounding the blockhouse,
Buford's men sought to parley with ‘tha Yankees. Captain Lowrey
refused to listen to the %Mﬁmtu‘ proposals. Rebuffed in
their efforts to talk the bluecoats into giving up, the Rebels
brougnt up thedr artillery. The cannoneers guickly placed thelr

Pl=sces in batitery and opened fire, In' a successful effort to

-

protect themselves from the Union sharpshooters, the Southerners
threw up breastworks in fiont of their field pieces. Evidently,
the artillerists ware getting short of amsmunition, because they

sconad reluotant o sother the dilerdlers wider & storm of shot

17




ard shell, After bholding csut for 36 hours, Captain lowrey

surrerdered to General Puford. During the siepe, the blockhouse

had been struck Ly 50 projectiles. 32
One of Gensral Jackson's two brigades, Brigadier General

lewrence 5, Ross', was eniaged on the 34, Ress! troopers had

taken position on thé Eﬁ astride the Holensville pilke; outposts

were pushed to within three miles of Hashville, To Ross' front

was a line of rifle pits. Ross, on the morning of the 3d, :

determined to make a forced reconnaissance to see 1f the Unianiéts

held these works in strength., Two squadrons of the 6th Texas

Cavalry were dismounted and deployed as skirmishers. When they

advanced, the Texans discoversd that the entirenchments were held

by a line of outposts. The Union picket= fell back, however,

before the Texans were able is close with them, Shortly thereafter,

Ross® troopers were relisved by one of Stewari's infantry units,

Retiring to thelr ¢amp, Rogs' Texans rejoined Jacksén's division. 33
On the morning of the Lth, Forrest received a fresh set

of instructions from General Hood. He was to move on Murfrewsboro

 with Buford's and Jackson's divisions. Two hundred and Fifty

troopera were to bes lefi behind to picket the countryside between

§ the Nashville pike and the Cumberland River when Forrest marched

. towsrd Murfreesbore, Afiter relayinz this information to Puford
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=r3 Joch.zon, Forrest issced orders delachirs Tolonel Goarge A

Eixon's Tonnessee Cavalry Regiment., Xizon's troozors had drawn

the sssigmment of guarding the right flank of Bood's aray. Since

the advance on Maurfreasboro was scheduled for the worning of the

5th, Jackson's division and the remainder of PBuford'a spent a

nuiet day resting and 2llowing their mounts tc recoup their

strength., Amsunition was issued, and the man prepared the

customary three days' rations. >

Before daybreak on the 5th, revellle sounded in the

cavalry encampments, After the treopers had eaten a hasty
i brezkfast, the units were formed snd mustered. YBoots and Saddlesg®
sounded, and thaa-r.grayclnda quickly swung into their saddles.
Moving quietly out of thelr cz;.ups. the two divisions headed for
Lavergne, Forrest's 11.1':& of advance was the Hashville-Marfreesbtoro
plke. After crossing Burricane Creek, Porrest called a brief halt.
Calling for General Jackson, Forrest told him to take his divisien
to the west of lavergne and attack the redoubt which the Federals
h=2d thrown up on a2 commanding hill, At the same time, Forrest
would move against the Lavergne blockhchise with Buford's division.
This blockhouse had been designed to affort protection for the
railroad bridge spanning Hurricans Craeek, 35

A detachwmart from the 115th Chio was bassd at Lavergne.

Captain Lewis F. Hake was in command of the garrison. Late on the
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evening of the hth, a scout reached lavergne wilh s message
addressad to the comrardant. This dispatech was from General

Thomas, Glancing at the communication, Captain Hake learned that

the Federals were to gbandon all the blackhouscs botween

Ea—freesboro and Kashville. The parrisons were to be withdrawm

to Burfreestore. what especially trovbled the captain was the

koouledge that Thomas' order had been drafted cn the 1lst, Il had

taken three days to reach hia, AL daybreak, Captain Hake started

*  couriers down the railreoad in koth directicns to relay ths contents

| Ei'."'-‘l.""- mas' communication to the commanders of the various

. blockhouses. If Hake had known it, there was no need to send a

~ ==n tosnrd Fmsnwville, By the morning of the 5th, Forrest's grin
troopers had already put the torch to the three btlockhouses zlongz

: the right of way in that direction. 36

Befere the detachment of the 115th Ohio commanded by

. Sergeant Willianm McKinney could evacuate Elockhouse Fo. i-f-. Buford's

.' division had swept into view, After surrourding the fort, Buford

_. .ue.nt 8 staff cificer with a white flag to’ demand the Yankees'

| surrender. Convincad that resistance was ismpossible, the sergeant

| told kis m=n to ground their arms. After turairz his priscners

: over to the provest marshal, Bulord had his trm;:ers turn the

blockhouse and the railroad bridge across Burricane Creek, 37




In the megntime, Jackson's cavalrymen had encircled the

redoubt on the hill overlooking Lavergne. At this hour, .Captain
Elake's Ohioans were Yusy loxding their gear on wagons, preparatery
to starting for Mirfreeshoro. dJackson sent forward one of his
aides 2nd several men to demand that the Federals give up. In
resgonsz to a shout from Captain Hake mot to come any closer, the
 Confederate truce party halted. ILieutenant John Eadie was sent to
- find out the Southerners' demznds, -

hﬁqil-e the Union officer was conferring with the Rebels,
E the grayclad artiﬁgciqts took advantage of ths temporary cessation
;_ of hostilities to-unlinmber four of their guns close to the
earthworks From this position, the canmoneers .culd be able to
comaand the redoubt, in cage the Tankees rejected- Jacksun's deaands,
This laft Captain Hake with only two alternatives -- capitulation
or annihilation, The captain chose the forser, In 2ddition to his
; 72 officers end men, Hake surrendered two field piecaes (ons 6- and
L one 12-scundesr), 25 horses, several wagons, and z considerable
surply of ct-ﬁaissaryp und quartermaster stores, DHefore pressing on

toward Syrna, Forrestls troopers bturned a pumber of barracks.

Tasse buildings had bteen raised by the Federals to quarter the
»

soldiers staticned in the Lavergne are:z.
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flotea e Chapter IV

The Confederates Move Agalnst Foriress Rosecrans

g;ln E-‘ 5'3?185 I. ‘fﬂl. m’, pt-. Il ?#’I-i'.
Arld.
Inida.

itid. Oeneral Hood, on the afternoon of the 2d, had established

his headquarters at Uverton's, six miles south of Nashville,
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23 Iuid., 541, Johnson found that, on ths averags, his men had

only four rounds lsft in thelr cartridge-tozxes.

iy Thid., S:L. 632, The north wing of ths blockhouse had besn

i destroyed: ths outside easing of ths west wi-r:g wazs badly dasaged;
_ ; th:-i iockoul was gone, Two large breachos had bteen pourded in the
FE";' roof; ons of the postz .- the main support of the roof - was
; knocked out, whils the other had besen badly splintered, Ihid.,
_.: ] 632, :
E 25 Jrid., 541. Colonel Johnson listed the Union losgses as!
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VIII, {Cincinnati, 1888}, 146, Blockhouse Yo, 1 sheliered the
garrison charged with the proteeilon of the northernmost railroad

bridge scross Mill Creek,

Eaither Forrest nor the Federals made a report of thé musber of

men in Sergeant HcKinney's command. !
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Ti= HISTORY OF FORIRESS ROGECRAS

Chooter V

The Attack on Hlockhouse Mo, 7

At 7 a. m, on the Ath, Genszrsl Bate's divislon broks
caxp. Leaving Wilkinson's Crcss-Roads, Bate's greyclads tramped
swiftly up the Fiorance road. The head of Bate's column stiuck
the Hashwville pike a short distonce west of Oveorall Cresk, five
arxd one-hz2lf mils=as from Marfreeshoro.

Bate's o:b‘jﬂct in maidng thiz move was fourfold. First,
ke wanted to pl;aca- 'his smsll diﬂsicn between the Murfreesboro
Yznkess and Basbkwvilie, Bats was afirald that if be had ramained at
Wilkinson's Cross-Roads, Rousseau's troops might have advanced
ont of Fortress Rosecrans and secsrated his cosmaand from General
Hood’s arxy. BHow, if he were stiacked by a sucerior force, Ezte
reamﬁad‘ has eonld retire on the irmy of Tennesses. Second, his
2 positicn orv tie Hashville piks would enmabls Bate to cover ths .
right wing of Heod's army. Third, hin division was now astrida ::
tho Mashwille and Chattancoga Heilreazd, In accordance with Hood's I'
orders, fatlgee parties would soon be hard at work teaving up rails
and burning Lridges. Finally, Bate's position on the Nashville

piks would facilitate a Junctisn with the mounted force whica Hood

Joud




had directed Forrest to send to his asslatarce. >

When Bate transferred his intantry and artillery from
Willdnaon's Cross-Reoads to the Nashville pike, he szlled in Colonel
Hill's eavalry. Hill's troopers were assigned a dual mission.
Tesides keeping Bate inforasd of the Federals' activities, they
were to demonstrate agsinst the Union ocutposts on the Salem and

Wilkinson pikes, = . % |

e

After reaching the Hashville pike, Bate procoeded to

deploy his division. Three regiments of Colonel Rokert Bullock's

i R A e A S R
e : . :

-

Florida origade were formed into lins of bettle athwart the
railroad and ths ';}.'l:}[E. Pulioek's fourth regiment (the 6ih Florida)
was detzched and given the tasx of puerding ths division itrain.
Covered by = strong skirmish iins, the Floridz infantrymen swept

toward Overall Creek. A few Union pickets belonging to the 5th

Terc:esses Cavalry {Unicn) were flushed and drived in oy ths

E}aridians‘ advanece. PBullock's greyclads encountered litile
diffienlty in reaching Overall Creek. : .

Since Bate did not want to 1'5_&51':r a general engagement with
the big Unicn gar?iaon reportedly stationsd in Fortress Fosecrans,
ne ordered Balliock not to try to foree a crossing., TInatead, the
three 12-pounder Napoleons of the Washington Artillery were brought

forvard and plased in bettery on the btrow of a commanding hill




btetwsen the pike =nd the rallroad. As soon aa his cannoneers had
unlizbered their plieces, lieutenant J, Adolph Chalaron directed
them to shell the biockhouse on the east side of the creel. This
stockade, known as Blockhouse Yo, 7, had teen erscted by the
Federals to guard the rallreoad bridge which sponned Overall Cresk
=t this point. Bullock's soldiers were to protect the gun.é in
czse of a Yankee sortie, - :

One of hls two remzsinines brigades, Srigadier General
Thomas B. Saith's, Bate placed in reserve., If it became necessary,
Szith's troops would be rushed to Bullock's assistance, Brigadier
General Henry R.. Jackson's Georgis btrigade was organiged into
demolition teans and put to work wrecking the railroad. b

At this time, Blockhouse No., 7 was occupled Yy a
detachment of ths 115th Ohio comsanded Ly hard-bittan Lieutenant
Benry A. Glosser. It was about 11 2. =. when ihe threo Hebsl
fisid pleces roarad into action. The Confederate artillerisis
socn found the rangs and mumerous direct hits were scored on the
blockhcuse, 5

Fortunately for the garrison, rolief was not long in X
coming., On the previous evening, Gereral Housseau had sumnoned
Colonzl Gilbert M. L. Johnson of the 13th Indiana Cavalry to his

headquarters. Since the morning of the 2d, when communications
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had been cut, Rousss-w had hesrd nmothing froa Xashville, He
therafore wanted Johnson to take four eompanies of his regiment
ard marck o Lavergre. Aftar thorsuzhly reconmoliering the
Levercne area, the Indianians were toc retura to Fortress
Roszerans on the 6th,

The morning cf the 5th was well along before the
Irndlanians had completed thelr preparations and were ready to take
the field. :Hhen notified by his subordinates that their troopers
were ready toc march, Johnson had nls tugler sound "Boots and
Sgddles”. Swinging into their saddles, the blnecoated cavairymen
rode cui of the fortress and turred intc the Hashville pike, Abcut
threo =iles northuest of Feortress Hoseerans, Colonel Johnson's
vanguard spotied ssveral horsemen riding rapicly toward thesm,
Hailing_qc]msnn'u solumn, the newcomers, who proved to bs mezbers
cf the 5th Tennessee Cavalry (Unicn}, teld the Indianians that a
strong foree c¢f Rebel infantry had driven thes across Overall Cresk,

Johnson E’leci;tﬂd to test the strength of the Confederate
sdvance. Ho ordered the lsader of the Tennesseeans to deploy his
men a5 skirzishers on the left of the pike., At the same time,
Johnson tin=u out on2 of his corpanies cn the right. Covered by
thi= skirmiczh Iine, the Federal covalrymen presesed forward, 6

Before reaching Overz1ll Creek, which was about & =ile




gway,. dohnson's command enccuntared a mmber of greyclad scouts,
The Southernars retired across the creek in the face of Johnson's
advance, JApproaching Overzll Cree:, ths Federals spotted
Ballock's battle 1ine drawn up on the far side. A brisk clash
guickly developed betveon the Rebel infantry and the Union cawalry.
To texe advanlage of the trotectlon =fforded by the cedars and
undergrowth which flanked the stream, Johnson diseountoed his
command,. Shortly thereafter; the louisiana srtillerists ceased
snelling tha blockhouse, Shifting targets, thoy openmi fire on

Johnson's troopers. v

Havins determined that the Confederatem were present in
econsiderable strength, Colonsl Johnson determinad to relay this
jmportant inforzation to Ganaral Housseam, Cailing for a
Esssenger, Jobnson sddressed s dlspotch io his saperior,

Roussesu was motified that Johnson's wmen were holding the
Southerners slong Overall Creek. Johnson wrote, *The enemy exposs
a line doubls to mlne; reported mowing colusms on my right flank;
bhavs used threo pieces of artillexy on ne; also reported the saxe
to be used on the block-house®, So far, Johnson commented, his .
laeses had besn slight. Pending the raceipt of additional
instractions, Jdohnsor plarned o foree hia way seross Overall

Craak, 8

W




A3 ooon as Juhnson's dispatch was in his hands, Rousseau i
proceeded to organize a ”:lying.column*. Ceneral Milroy was {
nlaced in charge of this comsand which consisted of three infantry
regiments (the 61st Illinois, the Sth Mimnesota, and the i?bth
Chio), arc a section of guns mznned bty the cannoneers of the 13th
Battery, New York Light Artillery, while the units were b=ing
formed and mustered, Rousgeau gave Milroy his final instructlions.
The "fiying eclumn® was to march to ths relief of Blockhouse No, 7,
*vhich was besieged by a considerzblis retel force withlartiligry‘. .

Morirg out of Fortress Hosecrazns, Hilroy's "flying
column® started up the Rashville plke at a rapid pace., It waa
atout 2 p. m. Wwhen ¥ilroy's panting scldiers approached Overall
Creek. At the time of Milroy's arriwal, Johnson's dismounted
cavalrymen and the Confederzte sharpshcolers were still sniping
away at s=ch other from oppcsite sides of the siream, Riding
forward, Hilroy made 2 hurried recomnaissance. The infermation
obtalned anabled Milroy to deploy his command. 10

lieutenant John MeGurrin of tpe 13th XNew York Dattery
was to unlimber his two guns on 2 bBluff overlooking ths erssk, ”
Thunderins forwsrsd, the New Yorkers threw their pieces into
batlery., Almost =3 socn as the trells had struck the ground, the

cannoneers had their guns in action., The bluecosts were soon




ergsced in a Sitter duel with the thres guns of tne washington
irtillery, which were emplaced on a hill aboui %00 yards to their
front, 11
Milroy had Ideutenant Colonel Daniel Grass of the 6lst

I1linois deploy his soldiers as skirmishers, After they had
ccmpleted their dispositions, ths Illinoissns advanced and relieved
Johnscn's dismounted troopers. Upon being relieved, Colonel
Johnson proceeded to reassemble his regiment,_ Johnson massed his
m=n on the pike in column of fours, about 4C0 yards southeast of
the bridze, The Bth Minnesotz was posted on the right of the piké,
its laft flank reﬁting near the Hord house, GColonel John S, Jones!

- ¥ N
174th Ohio was Tformed on the Minnssotans' left., Jones' initial

nission was to support the New York artillerists, 12

4t first, OGenesrzl Bate was well satisfied with the way
things were-developing. Generzl Jackson reported that hie demolition
teams were wreaking havoe on the rzllroad; Lieutenant Chalaron's

cannoneers ware scoring hit aftser hi:t on ths blockhouse, It

seemed that, unless the Hurfreastore Faderzls intervensd, it

would ba ﬂnly g matter of timg bafors= thé bluecosta who were holed

-

up in the blockhouse aither surrendered or saw thelir fort pounded
ts places.

Sbout noon, the scouts from Bate's command who had




crossed Overall Creek fell back in the face of Johnsen's advanee,
The Fedarals, however, made no effort to cross ths eresk, Rach
time the bluecoats appesred to be massing for a thrust, a few well-
atmed shols from the Washington Artillery discouraged them.
Following the arrival of Milrow's "flrins colusn™, the zitustion
changed., -TWG guns were éuickly wheeled into position by the
Federzls; a holt fire wzs opened nn.tha Washington Artdillery. A
strong forez of blueccated skirmishers (the éist Tllinois) soon
pressed forwsrd and took cover in the endars near the streanm,
Bate belleved that these moves on thes Yankees' part were designed.
to prevent his division from fording Overall Creek. Hs
sccordéingly made no changss in his dispositions, 13

In the meantime, Milroy hzd sensed that the Confederates!
fire seemed to be slackening, He determined to seize tha
initiative, OColonel Miror T. Thomas of the 8th Minnesota was
directed to shift his regiment to the richt. The Yinnesotzns wers
tq-tak& pogition at the bLlockhouse, In case Colonel Thomas found

it to be practicable, he was to send his’regiment acress Overall

'1.1 Creek at the railroad hbridge. After reaching the west bank,

1 f Thomas' rugged infantrymen vere ta iry is turn Datsls loft flank.

To protect the sdvance of the Minnmesotans, Milrey's




seirmishars (the 6lst Illinodis} pressed closer to the strea=m.
Covered by the fire 5L the 1lllincisans, Colonsl Tnonas led his men -
forward on the double. Approaching to witnin 50 yards of the
blockhouse, the colonal halted and formed his regiment into line
of battle, A nurber of Confederate snipers, who were posted
behind a rail fence and in the woods on the far side of the cre=k,
tanged away at the bluecoats, Undaunted, Thom=z' soldiers grinly
held their ground. Fortunately for the Yankees, the greyclads®
mnship was deplorable. In the entire regiment, only two =en
were cut down, both wounded.

After remaining where he was for a few minutes, Thomas

advanced tws of his 1em~paniee. The2e two units took position on

the right of the bleckhouse, amd the bluecoats began to bla:e awsy

2t the Rebesl sharoshcotora. Within a foaw mlmtes, the Southerrers
ceased firing., XHext, the Mimnesotans prepared to focus their
atiention on the Confederate artillerists. 17

Cn the left of Milroy's Jine, a musber of the
skivaishers frou the 6ist Illincis succeeded in crossing the pike
bridge. Reaching the weat side of Overall Creek, the Federals
drove in Bate's outposta and established a bridgehaad, MWilroy
maickly moved to explcit this saccess. Orders were issued for the

1745th Chio to support the attack,




Respoxding to the situation with his customary alacrity,
Colonel Jones led his chesring battle line forward. Upon gaining
the right bank of the stream, Jones halted hls command. The right
ard left wings remained in line, while the color comparny dashed
scross the Bridge. Since the bridge had been partizlly dismantled;
the Ohioana' progress was somewhat impeded, In addition, Colonel
Jonas' soldiers were exposed %o a galling fire, from artillery and
infantry. As scon as the colcr company reached the laft bank, the
rezainder of the regiment crossed the bridge. 15

Milroy had been closaly watching the situation as it
developed, When the 174th Ohio stormed across Overall Creek, the
general t.‘;ef:lided to conmlt his strateglie reserve, the 13th Indlana
Cavalry. Up %o this hour, lilroy had mistakenly believed that the
Confederate force opposed to him consisted in part of Forrest's
cavalry, fighting dismounted. He felt that = sudden sortic by the

13th Indisna mizht result in the capture of the three-gun

Confederate battery., The ground on the far szide of Overall Creek,

the general observed, was suited to 2 cavalry charge. In addition,

the smoke of battle, taken in conjunction with the approach of
darkness, would screen the Federsls' movement until it was too
Iste for the Cohflederates to take counter measures. Having mads

his decigion, Milroy sent 2 member of his staff to relay it to
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Colonel Johnson,

Colonel John=on, when told of the ganeral's nlan,
remarked that his men were eager "to try the experiment®. At a
word from the colonel, the Indiana cavalrymen started up the plke
toward the bridge. 15

Colonel Jones had just redeployed his regiment into line
of battle when the 13th Indiana thundered across the bridge. The
Chiocans made an opening in their ranks to permit the passage of
the cavalry. 4s =zoon as his company commanders reported that their
men were ready, Colonel Johnson ordered his bugler to sound the
charpe. Putting the =purs to their horses, thes cavalrymen surged
forward. ‘lo reach the guns, Johnson turned the hesd of his column
off the pike. Swinging to the right, the troopers swept aroumnd
the base of the hill on top of shich the Lcuisianians® three guns
wera emplaced., As they pressed shead, the Union horsemen threatenad
to tuen the Confederate left. 7 '

The heavy pressure that, since the arrival of Milroy's
Eflying coluem®, bad been building up along his entire front ecaused
General Bate to call up Ueneral Smith's reserve brigade, It was
starting to get dark when Smith's ircops filed into position on
Fallock's left. Smith's combat-ready infantry had reached the

point of dunger nons toc soon. Eard!;.r'ma they on the ground
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before Colonel Johnson's troopers came thandering down on thea out
of the gathering darkness,

At the same time, the Confederats canmoneera spotted the
Union horsemen. Lisutenant Chalaron shouted for his gunners teo
shift targets., i heeling their pleces to the left, the artillerists
ripped the Federal troopers with deuble charges of canister. wWithin
a matter of roments, Johnson's Indianigns discovered that they had
stirred up 2 hornst's nest, To make matters worse, the troopers
had 5 difficulit time reloadinz thoir Enfield carbines while wmounted,
Unable to treast this fire, the cavalrymen recciled. About a score
of the YTankees were unhorsed and their mounts stampeded into the
Confederates' lines.

Repulsed, the Yankees weered off to the right and fell
back to the creek. Ey tnls time, it was dark. In the confusion
wnich accompsnied the retreat, the cavalrymen were fired on by
their comrades on the éast side of the stream, who mistook them for
thé fce. Efter the Indianians were zble to estabiish their identity,
the shooting c2ased. Next, Colonel Johnson rallied and re-formed

his regiment, The men were dismounted ard skirmishers pushed cut,

18

" Joinson prepared fo renew the sttack on the Confederate artillery.
Milroy had anziously watched the start of Jochnson's

charge. As soon as he was satisfisd that Jopmson's troopers had
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failed to overrun the guns, the general decided to send the 174th
Chio to the attack. Sinece the Ohio reciment was only recently
organized and was receiving its Laptism under fire, ililroy would
bave preferred to have employ=d another unit. At this ti::le,
however, his other t=0 infantry regiments were not avallable.
The 6lst Illinois was degploysd as skirmishers, while the Eth
Minnesota had been unable to cross the creek. :

Wnen he received his instructicns to attack, Colons=l
sones shifted his bsttle line to the left a short distance. The
colonel wanted his right flanik to gmide on the Kashville pike.
Bzving ecmpleted his dispozitions, Jon=2e led his cheering Chioans
forward. In the gloom, the binecoats quickly established contaet
with Colonel Bullock's Floridiana, Halting, the blueccats sent
several deadly volleys crashing inte the greyeclads' ranks. when
they renesed the advance, Colonzl Jones' troops rocked Bullock's
three Florida regim=nts back on their heels, In this fighting;
_ Colonel Bullock was badly woundad. Having smashed Bullock's main
line of resi=tance, the Chloans swept on.’

By this time, Oeneral Jackson ﬁd recalled his demolition-
teazs which had been wreaking havec on the rz2ilread. Following
the collapse of Enllock's commznd, Bate directed Jackson to mass

his brigade astride the Nashville pike. Juckson quickly ferasd




his Georglans about one-halfl wmlle west of iths bridgs. At first,
Jackson's greyclads wers troubled by the retreating Floridians
bresiing through thelir ranks., Yhen Colonsl -.'c-nés' Ohioans emerged
from out of the shadows, the Ceorgians brought thell rifled-mizkets
to the ready ard fired one crashing vollsy, Une of Hilrey's aldes
now rode up and told Colonel Jones to withdraw his regiment. =4
Gereral Milroy's deci:sion to reecall the 174th Chio was
based on several factors. First, it was i'x::w dark and the gensral
did not want to hazard a night engagem&nt-.. Second, the Hih
Minnesota had been unable to find a way to get acress Owverall
reak, Fina}.l;;r'. ths Federsls had eaptured about 20 prisoners in
the fighting up to this point. Upon belng questionsd, these men
told Hilroy that he was confronted by General Bate's crack infantry
division. The general knew it wonld nc;t ba wise to fight a pitched
battle with Bate's cowbat-teated wvaterans, =
When Colonel Johnson's troopers had charged the
Washington Artillery, they had cut across in front of the
Hinnesotana, Colonel Thomas acc_::r'dir.s.gly had shouted for his men
to cease firing. Hot wanting fo losge the advantape heretofore
gained, Thomas zdvanced the remainder of his regiment, Thesa eight
companies jolned thelir comrades near the railroac bridge.

Following Johnsont's repulse, Liautena.ﬁt Chalaron's srtillerists




2galn directed their attention toward Thomas' reziment, For the
next several mimites, the Reoel gumers hamgered awzy at tha
Minnesotans witih shoi and shell. PFinned down by thias well-divected
bormbardment, Colonsl Thomas' bluecoats zbarndoned thelir efforts to
find 2 wzy across the streaa. ez
In the meantime, Colonsl Johnson's Indianians had again
forged ahead. Advanelng on the double, the dismounted troopers
worked tneir way around the left flank of General Smith's battlas
line, Fefore the tluecoats were sbls to reach the foot of the
ridge behind Chalaron's guns, the Confederates retired, Undoubtediy,
the collapse of Bui'i.nnk'a command bad rendered Smith's position
uritenzble, Having failed to take the Rebel gunners by surprise,
Johnson recalled his hoise holders . ILike Colonel Jones, Johnson
now recelved orders from Milrey to recross Uwerall Cresk, 23
Jince his Chioans were in close contact with Jackson's
| Georgians, Colonel Jones was confronted by what could become a
_ticklisn situation, If the Rebels were alart, they mizht convert
donas! efforts to disengage his retiment i‘n‘-'.-a a8 disaster. Jones
therefore marched his troops back te the bridge in line "faced
to the rear®., In falling back, the bluecoats brought off their
wollded ard most of their dead. The skirmishers from the 6lst

Illinois, who had crossed to the west side of the stream,
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accompaniad the Ohioans. After recrossing Overall Creck, Jones

redeplored his regiment into line of battle near the artillery.
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Three companies were left to hold the bridge pending the return of

Johnson's cavalry., Liks Colonel Jones, Johnson encountered no

L
i

difficulty in withdrawins his iroopers, 27

After Johnson's cavairymen had reecrossed Overall Creek,
Milroy formed his entire command into line of battle on the eaail:..
side of the stream, Fires were kindled, and the Federals walted
for the Confederates to attack. #Whsn 9 o'clock rolled around and
the Rabels had failed to launch any hostile demonstration, Milroy
hed his unit commanders form and muster their men. The "flying
colu=n™ then returned to Fortress Rosecrans., It arrived atout 1
2. =, on the 5th, 25

Since the blockhouse had not been sericusly damaged by
the fire of the Confederate artillery, Lieutenant Glosser decided
to stay put. His detachment remained at the blockhouse following
Milroy's departure. 20 '

General Jaokson's skirmdshers shadowed the Federals as
they retired. Mo affort, howsver, was mede ty the Confederates to’
force their way seroass Overall Creek. Just as the battls was
ending, a squadron of cavalry led by Coleonel Edward Dillon rode up.
Forrest had ordered the colonel to mareh tc Bate's assistance, It

Ltias iroopsrs did oot reach the field in time to be of any help .
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in itoe engagezment. ef i:
g i
Evidently, the Confederate outposts weare nmaot keeping a 1

very close wateh. They falled to discover that the Federals had
evacaated thelr position on the east slde of the creel, In the
m=antimz, Jeneral Sate had been devoting considerable thouvht o
the strategic situation, He knew thcot his small division was
dangserously exposad., Bate was zfraid that the Yankees might make
a night march, turn his flank, =~d get into his rear, The generali
determined to move his command., Colonesl Dillon was told to have
his trcopers relieve Bate's pickets. By 10 p. =., Dillen's
horsemen had occupied the line of auf._,é:ost; covering Overall Creak.
As soon as hisz brizade eommanders had assembled thelyr unils, Bate
started his troops up the Hasliville pike. After crossing Stewarts
Cresl, Eate ec2lled a halt ond the divizion bivouscked for the
night. 28

Gensrz]l Bate reported that his commard lost 15 killed,
5 wounded, and 13 nissing in the fighting alons Oversll Creek on
the 4th, The Union officers, in their'®After Action Reports®,
listed thelr casualties (excluding those suffered Ly the 1l3th g
Indiana Cavalry) &= & killed and 61 wounded. In the period from
Decesber b-5, Colonel Johnson of the 13th Indiana announced that
his regiment had 8 killed and 34 mund;:d. Almost all of thess

were cut down in the fighting a2long Overzll Creek on the 4th, In
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addition, Genaral Milroy turned over to the Fortress Rosecrans
=29

3
i
1
i
d 1
]

ﬁfovost mzrshal 20 Confederats prisoners.

Reveille gounded in the camcs occupled by Generszl Batels
division early on the 5th, In accordance with Bate's instructions,
the brigade comnandars prepared to move against and reduce the
blockhouses at Stewarts Creek ard Soyrna. Demolition “eams were
organized ard given the task of desﬁroying the railroad bhetween
thesa tﬁa points, )

In the meantime, the messenger ssznt by Gaptain Hake to
tell the officers in charge of Blockhouses Nos., 5 and 6 of General
Thomas' decizicn to abandon all the stockades between Nashville
and :-%Efrceahﬂru_had carried out his assismment. It was shortly
after deytreak when the garrisons evacuated the two blockhouses,
Since Bate's division was known to be operating aleng tﬁe
Hashville pike, the bluecoats were compelled to make a lonz detour,
Marching by way of Jefferson, the Federals succeeded in av&iding
Bate's column., The Yankees, however, encountered several roving
mounted patrols. DBrushing Lthese groups io one side, the Yankesas
reached Yurireegooro about 2 p. m. 1

Whan Bate's trcops reached the blockhouses, they found

hat the occupants had fled, ter they had removed =l

distrituted the stores which the Federais had abandoned, ths
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Rebels Tmrned the stockades, At the same time, Bate's demolition
teams pat the torch to the railroad brlidges at Smyrna aﬁd across
Stewarts Creek. Several miles of track were also torn up, +#hile
Bate's soldiers wers engaged in these undertakings, a powerful
cavalry column was sighted apgproachins from the dirsction of
Lavergne, The newcomérs proved to be Forrest's commard. 32

Since Forrest was his superior, Bate reported to the
cavalry leader, Forrest, by virtue of his rank, 1mmadiat§13
assumed command of all the Confederats forees operating in the
Marf{reeshoro sector, Upon conversing with Forrest, Eate was
distressed to learn that the cavalryman wented to uﬁdﬁrtake
offensive operations apains: Fortress Rosecrans. For the time
being, Bate would just have to forget his assigmment "to destroy
the reilvozd®, Bate was disturbed by Forrest!s ambitious plans,
In justification of his positisn, Bate explained ito Forrest that
all the reports x‘eachi.;ng hin indieated that thers were from 8,000
to 10,000 Faderals in Murfreesboro. BEBesides being very strong,
Fortress Rosecrans was said to be well supplied with artillery.
Bate thought it would be umsiise for the Confederates to attack
Fortress Rosscrans. When Forrest insisted, Bate agreed to
co-operate, 23

Having made his decision, Forrest ordered the advance
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resumed, Ceneral Jackscn was directed to send Ross' Texas:
t:tf.tgade cross-country to ths Wilkinson plke. As soon as
su.;ffiﬁient tima had elapsed to allow Ross'! Texans to reach
¥ilkinson's Cross-Roads, Forrest led the remainder of his cormmand
down the hashwille-Murfrsestoro pike, GCeneral Buford's division
spearheaded the march,

By 2 p. m., Buford's vanguard had reached Overall Creek.
4 battery was unlimbered on a hill sbcut one-half mile northwest
of Blockhouse ¥o, 7. Five or six shots were fired at the n_t-ac!-tada.
only one of which etruck the bullding. 4t the first alarm,
Iieutenant Glosser had turned out his command. Manning their
bstilie staticns, the bluecosts returrnsd the Corfederates' fire,
After the Federzls had killed one horse and wounded several of the
ar’t:illeri‘.sts, the Rebels limbered up their pleces and foll back,
The eavalry would leave the reduction of the blocidiouse Lo Bate's
infantry. ko -

Over on the Wilkinson piks, Boss' Texans likewlse
encountered opposition as they drove tomaird Murfresshoro. Ress?!
vangaard was -:;hackad when It encounterad a Union roadblock. To
keep his advance moving, Ross dismountsd and threw forward ths 34
and £th Texas, After a sharp contest, the Texans smashed this
pociat of resistance, By late aftermmi.ﬁoss‘ trooovers had
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secured the bridge which carried the Wilkinson pike across
Overall Creek, -7

Forrest, upon learningz that Ross’® brigade had reached
Overzll Creek, halted his main colu=n, By thisz time, Buford's
troopers hod ligewlise estzblished a bridgehe=d on the east bank of
the strea:, Forrest would not press any closer to Foriress
Rosecrans, pending the arrival of Bate's infantry. For the time
being, Buford's troopers were to pickst the countryside from the
¥ashville piks on the right to the ILebanon pike on the left;
Jdackscn's would watch the area between the Bashville and Salem
pikes. As socon as the cavalry leaders hdd carried cut these
instruetions, they permitied their troopers to damp. 36

In the meantime, General Bate had reassembled his
division., The infantry procesded to retrace their steps. Bate's
soldiers spent the night of the 5tk bivouacked on either gide of
the Hashville plike near where they had been engaged on the
previous dag.

During the night, Bate tried to induce the defenders of
Elockhouse No. 7 to surrerder. 4bcut midnight, a Union soldier,
who had been captured by the Rebels, appeared at the blockhouse.,
He t0ld 1&eute;;nt Glesser that if ithe Federals would lay down

their arms, General Bate would parole the entire garrison, while
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raspecting the soldiers' private property. Contimuing, the soldier
rezsarked that cne of Bate's officers would formally present thess
terms "by & 2. m. or sunrise".

It was noon, however, before a Confederate officer
bédaring a wiite flag approached the blockhcuse. The Rebel stated
that he had been sent by Colonel Hill to deaand the surrender of
the stockade on the terms oreviously proposed by General Bate.
Lieutenant Glosser refused, informing the Confederate that "We
would hold the block-houss®, 57

On tha 5th, General Hood determined to send two more
infantry brigad_us, with & battery each, to the Murfreesbore area.
The two brigades designated for this detached servics were
Brizadier Gemeral Claudius W, Sears' and Colomel Joseph B. Falmer's,
Palrer’s and Sears' trcops would be accompanied by Fenner's
ioulsiana Pattery aml the Brookhaver Hississippl Light Artillery.
Generzl Sears, as ranking cofficer, would be in charge of these
units until they reached Murfreesboro, where he would report to
Forrest, Preparations vere completed, and Sears' column started
for Marfreesboro on the ai_‘tarrmn of ;.he s5th. 38

At the same time, Hocd forwarded a messapge to General
Bate, informing him that "Two good brigades, with a battery each,
have been seni to the viclnity of Murfreesborough.® Bate was also

for=slly notified that be was to be responsible to General Forrest.



Ths defest of the Unlon troops stationed al Murfreesboro, Hood
wrote, ®"is of the Tirst importance®. This dispatch demonstrated
to Bate that the plan to move against Fortress Bosecrans was not a \
specizl project thought up by the sggressive Forrest, as the general
had originally suspected. 39
The news that Bate's grsyclsds had dicappeared from the

apmroachas to Murfreesboro was esgerly received Ly General
Rousasen, Hoping to restore rail connections with Nashville,
Rousseau ordered a construction train readied. The 181st Chio would
guard tho repair crew. A telsgrapher and an instrument was to
accommany the train, Any information ef the Cornfederatss'
whareabouts gleansd Ly the Ohloans would be promptly wired to
Houssaau's heaﬁquartera. Hajor James T. Hicksy, the officer in
charge of the guard detail, was directed to exercise "the utmost
vigilance™ in protecting the comstruction train. Before ths train
maz sble to lesve Murfreeshoro, Boussesu learned thst the Rebels
had returned in force to Cversll Creek, He accordingly canceled
thz orders sendirg ocut the nonstruntinn;train. B0

\ A wild rumor concerning the fighting =long Overall Cresk
on the 4th reached General Thomas' ears on the foliowing eveningz.
According te this tale, Milroy's “flying column" had capiured six
guns fron the Corfederates, If i5isz report were true, Thomas

wanted these guns added to the armascnt of Fortress Rosecrans.
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Purthermore, Thomas wanted Roussesu to subeit z detalled report on
what had transpired at Hurfreesboro since ths telegzraph had been
cut, Housseau was to be informed that everything was developing
5s£tisfactorily on the Mashville perimeter. As soon as Wilson's
cavzlry was ready to take the field, Thomas promised to seize the
initiative, A courler was detailed to mske the roundabout ride to

Enrfreegboro and relay this information to Rousseau, k1
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darkrmags, the Fedarals had ventured from the blockhouse to get
wood, water, and timber. The tfimcers were used to floor the tower,

which had been converted into a bomb-proof.
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THE HISTCRY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

Chapter VI
The Battle of ths Cedars

Gernerzal Forrest, on the morninz of the &th, deterained

to m=ke a forced reconnaissance of ths defenses of Fortress
Ros=crans. He accordingly ordered General Sate's division to cross
Overall Creek. As soon as all of his soldiers had crossed the
tridge, Bate foramsd them into line of battlie athwart the Nashviile
plke. The 4th Ceorgia Sharpshooter Battalion 4 led by Major
Thasdaras I, Cau-.'ﬂalll wWas jiE:JlD_\TEd and throun forwerd as skirmishers,

AL 2 word from Bate, the division swept forward. The Hashville piks

. served as the axis of Bate®s advance.

Before the Southerners had orocesded very far, Casusll's
t Goorglans were fired on by the blueccated vedettes, These Union
troopers were manning the line of outposts which General Roussean

1 ncd =stzbliished to covar tha approaches 1o Fortress Rosecrans, For
g _mst- of the next two bours, the Gmrgiar::r and the Yankees hanged
away ;it. ona anat.har-. Once again the linestong outcroppings ard
B ccdare il Dosinied tie piks echoed to the sounds of battle,

?: aving delxyed the Confederate drive long enough to permit the

defenders of Fortress Hoascruns to man their batile statlons,
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the Federal outposts retired.

Bataels tuttermuts cautiously resmed thelr advance, The
general permitted his soldiers to puzh Lo within three-quarters of
g mils of lunetin Stanley, the northwestern bastion of Fortreass
Aoseerans., Healizing that sz farther advance would expose his
soldisrs to the fire of the Union zrtillery, Bate ordered his
bripade commarders tﬁ plaea their men_unﬁar cover, After halting,
the Eebal infantrymen bepgan dipgging rifie pits and er&ci‘-.ing stu.ne
and log breastworks. The position oceupied by Balte's division I
extended from Slonas River on the left to 2 point a ﬂfmr't distance
aorth of the Wilkingon pike on tha right., lio at£empt was made by
to keep the Sontherners from digging in. 2

While Bate's soldiers were fortifying thely pozitions,
Forrest decided to examine the apgwoachss to Fortress dosecrans,
For this purpose, Fcrrest called upon one of Brigadier Gsneral
Frank C. Armsirong's Mississipol cavalry regiments, Accompanlied
by the Mississippians, Forresi made a careful inspsciion of the.
Federals' position and w@Works. This bold reconnaissance convinced
the gensral that Fortrezss Acsecrans wae toco strong Lo justify an
attempt to carry it by ooup de main. He decided to use hia commamd
to keep Bcusseau's Tankeas pinned down in the Zurlrsesboro area.

If at all possible, Forrsst wanted to prevent Housseau from joining
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forces with Thomas at Eashville. {Forrest did not kmow that
Rousseau was under orders to remain at Murfreesborsn.) 3

Cesnaral Sears' coluan reported to Forrest on the evening
cf the 6th, It had taken the reinforcesxants about 36 hours to move
froz the Nashville area to Yurfressboro, S=ars' brigade was placed
in reserve, while Palmar's Lirigade was ordei'ed o fortify the
. cozmanding hill south of the sllkinson pike ard west of Fortress
| Zosecrans, Palzer's troops spent the night of tze 6th throwing ©o
treastsorks., ;

To tignten his grasp on the approaches to Furfreassboro,
- Forrost decided to sxpand the sccoe of the activities of his
,I munt=d arm. Hoss' Texas brlgade was given the =11 ut impossible
task of patreling the 12 miles of countryside between the Sulem
and Woodbury pikes. GCeneral Ross found this to be a very severs
zssigrvent for his avder strengin comsand, 3

Daring the night, Forrest declded that the effectivensss
of his tlockade of Foriress Rosecrans might be increased if he :
_snifted Bate's division farther to the night. Forrest addressed a
| zet of instructions to Bate, calcuisted to impleament this decision,”
At daybreak on the 7th, Bate assembled his three brigadss,
' : After starting his wapon train for the Salex pike, Sate orderad

® his mer to take up the march, In acecordance with Forrest's orders,
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Bzte planned toc place hls division on the right of Palmer's brigade.
Moving southward along 2 country lane, Bata's greyclads soon
reached the LGllkinson pike, Followingz th= daparture of Bate's
division, Goneral Sears' Mississipplans wera called up from the
ressrve ani occanled the rifle pits flankirz the Nashville pike, 6 i
Gelfora ute's trasps were able to take position on
Palrer's right, the tactical situation had changed drastically.
Torrest had establishsd his command post with.Faimer's brigade.
Ine genarai scon obaerved that thers was a flurry of activity
behind the Undon lines, A strong Union coluan composed of infantry,
cavalry, and artillery was seen to emerge from Fortress FRosecrans.
sorres: watched clossir z2 th= bluecczis =oved inte lMurfressboro, |
Iaere Lhey veered into the Sslex plke, Satisfied that the Yarkees
were intent on turning bhis right, Ferrest at first toyed with a
daring plan, Hz aleried Bate and Pslasr to hold their troops
ready to drive against Fortress Rosscrans. But upon mature e

exnsideration, Forrest dacided that this was too risiky, He

T e

therefore decided to sse if he eould ﬂﬂ:t.i.{:ﬂ the Union column :
{ihich was now crossing Stones F.i'rprrﬁ tc- its destruction. Forrest
plunned to see if he could draw the Federals far snough away from
their strongiold to allow him to throw Buford's and Armstrong's
cavairymen baiween them amnxd thelr bass. Caughi betwes=n his

infantry and eavilry, Forrest rezzoned, tha Union column would

&=




face certain destruction, 7

Forrest placed Osneral Bate in charge of all his
infantry. Quickly assewbling his command, Eate marched westsard
2long the ¥ilkinson pike, Forrest accompanied the infantry coluan,
As the vanzuard approached Overall Cresi, Sorrest told Date to
depioy his trooos, Hh}king urki=r Forrest's personal supervision,
Bate established his maln iine of resistance, south of and
parallel with the pike, Thres trigades (Ssars', Palwer's, and
Iash's) held the line. The right flank of Sears' unit rested near
the cre=ek, Jack=cn's and Szith's brigades were held in res=arve= and
posted north of the pike. To strengthen their position, the
Cornledsrats fool-soldiers commanced to throw uvo logs and rail fisld
fortifications. The artlllery was ewplaced along the line at
various strategic points, &

ikt daybreaik on Lthe =orning of thks 7th, th= Union
sentinels observed that the Confederate irnfantry (Palmer's brigads)
had cccupied and fortified the commanding knell south of the
#ilkineon pike, lhis imgortant news was igmedialely communicated
to Rousseau. Training his glasses cn the hill, Rousseau quickly
verilfied the scouts' reports. 3Ioussean was very familiar with the
area; it was 2 little south of the point where EBrigadisr Oeneral
. Jazes 8. Regley had formed hls division on the morning of December

31, 1B&2, orior to the Confederate onslausht which opened the




battle of Siones Liver, 7

“hen the general focused hls glasses on the rifle pits
flankinz the Kashville pike, he noticed that they were rnot as
stronzly held as on the orevious day. FRoussasu was troubled by
thi= discovery., He= wonder=d wnai had hoopenad 4o the rest of the
Corfaderate infantry. To find cut where Forresi's main force mas,
foussean cecided to undiertake a reconnalssance in forece. The
general decided to glve the dependable General Milroy the task of
finding the Rebels. Milroy was placed in charge of a strong task
foree and directed to feel for the foe.

Milroy, following the recelizt of his marching orders,
quiszkly nnrﬁ- efficiently organized his striking force ints two
brigades. The 8th Minnesota, ths 6lst Illinois, and the 174th and
181=t Ohioc sould constitats the 1st brigade;: the 177th and 176th
Ohios, and the 12th Inulana Cavelry (dismounted), wers assigned to
the Zd brigade, Colonel Hinor T. Thomas of the Eth Minnesota 1led
the st brigade; Colonel Edward Anderson of the 12th Indiana
bazded the 2d brigads. A sixegun battery (four pieces manned by
the 13th Mew York Battery and a section by the 12th Battery, Ohio
Lighkt Artiliery) was attached to Thomas' comnand. The srtillerists
usre Jommanded Ly Captain Henry Bundy of the i3th liew York Dattery.

A dstachment from the Sth Tennsssee Cavalry (Union) was also slated




to aeccompany Milroy. Thu.Tannesseﬂans. who would be used for
scouting ourposes, would report directly to-the general. All told,
Hil-cy's task forces sustered 3,325 strong whea it tooxk the fleld. 1
£ftar the men had drawn their stipulated ammmnition and
rations, they were foraed and mastered, At a word from Hilroy, the
units =oved out =« Thomas' brigade in front, Anderson's bringing
up the rear. As the head of the coluzn tramped cut of Fortress
Rosecrans, :filoy glanced at his watch; the time was 10 z. m. To
screen hls advance, Milrey had the troopers from the 5th Tennessee
Cavalry (Unicr) take the lead. When tha vanguard reached
Eurfreesboro, Milrcy turned his task far;:e into the Salexs pike.
Ta= Fe:iez-al's =acn passed throuzh Roossesu's advance plicket line,
h short distance beyord, the Tennessesans were fired on by several
of Ross'  vedettes, Cratrols from Rogs' Texss brigade were watching
the Szlex pike to within one-half mile of the Union out.p-.:-st._a,
After a brief clash, the ﬁutﬁma trocke contact and f211 back
toward Stones River., 2
Fot wishing to take mny chances with a Confederate
anhﬂftsh. Milroy reinforced his advance guard with o detachment fiom

tha £1st Tllinois, Deploying ss sidraishers, the Illincisans moved

- 10 tko Tenresseeans' assistance. Pressing rapidly ghead, hard on

the retreatinz Hebals' heels, the head of Hilror's column soon

reached ths bridpge 2cross Stones diver.
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By this time, ihﬂ Texans had asserbled a foree, which
Hilroy estimated to numbsr atout 300, to dispute the blueceats!
advance, Jithout a rowent's hesiftatlon, Alroy czllsd for
artillery support, Captain Bundy resporded immediately. JAald a
clatier of hoofs, a ssebisn of guns mznmed by the canroneers of
the 15th heow York Battery came bouncing up the pixe., heeling
their guns ints battery, the artillsrists began to hammer the
Texzns sith shol and shell, This bosbtardment quickly scaiterad
the Hsoel hﬂésamen, Hilroy then led his troops across the bridge.
Advancing toward Salews, the Yankees reached . Spence's "fine
residence”", which was icour milez from Hurfreedhahu..lﬁ

Milroy halted his column while he questionsd tho Sngnees.
Hrs. Sovence wnroved to be very talkatiwse. Shes told the general
thati General Jacksen was at Salem with Armstrong’s Mlssissinoi
Cavalry Brigade. (S5zlews was avoui two miles west of the Spences’
house.) HMrs. Spence reported that "Generals Forrest and Bata,
with a larga force of infantry, artillery, and cavalry", ware
posted zlorg the »ilkinson pike about tﬁree miles west of Fortress
Fosgerans, Instead of Armetiong, the aggressive Milroy determined
to attack Forrest and Bate. 1 3

Before moving against Forrest, @lroy had one more item

he would 1dke to attend to. He héd learmed that Mr. Spence cwned




*2 drove of sixty fine, fat hogs®. The general knew that if he
did not secure the porkers, they would surely fall intu' the
Aebals® hands. A company was detached and given the mission of
drivinz the hogs to Fortress Roseerans, This company successfully
carrind cut its assisnment, and the pligs werce turned over to ths
comaissary denartzent, 43

leaving Spence's, Milroy led his task foree northuard
along = muntjr:; lane. Galning the Franklin road, ths Federal
column moved westward a short distance. At the junction of the
Franklin road and Grishas lane, the Yaatees turned to the right,
Since the Wilkinson plke was only a miie and one=half toc his front,
Jilrov bolstered his advance guard with the reatinder of the 6lst
Illinois., For the first mile, the i.ini.gn advance up Grisham lane
was ureventful., When the skirmishers from the €lst Illinois
topped the rise nsar the Orishas house, they woere fired on Ly the
Confederate pickets. Oeneral Bate had covered his main line of
resistance with a2 sttmiﬁ}g lins of outposts.

Miiroy made a hasty rmmisa;ame. He was uhahle.
hosever, 1o learn very much regarlding t.he Confedarates' dispositions,
'."helra was a large cotton field extending froz his position morthward

as far as the Willkinson plke. This field was bounded on the east




by Grisha=m lane, The Rebels, ¥ilroy ressoned, had-probably
established thelr main iine of resistance in the timber flanking
ths Jilkinson pike. Inside of a few mimiles, 2 six-gun battery
exclaced in the edge of ths wcod to tne Federals' front -npem-:l
fira, Hilroy's suspicions concerning the Confederates' deployment
were cocfirmed, 16
Having found the Rebels, Hilroy hastened to form his

task force. He issued instructions for Tnomas and Anderson to
deploy their brigades. Thowmas' tooops took position .alnng the
crest of the ridge. The €lst Illincis, supported by detachments
from the other regiments of Thomas' ccmmand, was thrown out as
skircichers and advanced into the cotton field. Colerel Andarssn's
brigade was posted behind Thomas', Anderson's thres regimentc
wers massed in columms by battalions., Four of Captain Fundy's
gans (ors section from the 13th Wew York, the octher firoa the 12th
Ohic) ==re brought to thes front and placed in battery. Alwost as
soon as the trails struck the ground, the Union artillerists
started to return the Conlecderates' fire. 37

. Milroy's bluscoats had arrived on the Grisham house -
rides, - while the Confaderates were tusy throwing up rall and log

treastworks., A shout from tihe pickets sent the grewvclad infantry
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scranbling into thzir field fortifications. Racing to their pieces,
the Confederate artillerlisis loadad their pleces., At a word from
the battery ccmmandsrs, the gun captaln pulled the lanyards.

A fierse artillery duel ensued. A mumber of projectiles
from the Confederate puns larnded in the seclor where the 177th Ohilo
was kass=ed, 1nls r&g.i.mnt. had never before been ander fire. Soth
tha regimental officers and the members of Colonel Anderson's staff
triad to keep the men in colums,. Anderson realized that the combat
efficlency of the regiment might be permanently jeopardized if the
soldiers broke for the rear, He therefore directed Colonel Art.hurl
T. Wileox to have his men 1lie down. Throwing themselves on the
ground, the Ohioans hugred the earih while the shells burst abouat
thens, Colonel Arderson recalled, "I was glad, in ceccupying a
mosition where I could watch the regiment, to notice that rone
appeared to flinch under this h2avy fire «...” 39

In an effort to pick off the Confederate camoneers, the
Union skirmishers worked their way closer te the Wilkinsen plke,
Before the Unior sharpshocters could ssake their presence felt, the
Union canponeers wore confrented by an ammnlition shortage. 4Wnen
they had marchad out of Fortress Rosecrans, the artillierists left
thelr caissons bohind, The limbers contzined only S0 rounds to

the piece. After about 70 mimites of rapid firing, the section




leaders informed Captain Bundy that they had almost exhausted
their supply of ammunition. BEundy quickly relayed these evil
tidirgs to the general. 20

¥ 1roy ordered the two s=ctions which were engaged to
conserve their few. remaining rounds. This decision was made with
great regret on the general's part., So Tar, the Confederates had
besn contant to hold their ground, Ths shelling had failed to
goad them into making a rash attzck on Hilroy's task force,
Furthermore, Hilroy had been unstccessful in his efforts to
ascertuin the Rebels' strength. I he w:;ru to carry out his forced
reconnalssance, he would have to engags thf: Corifederates with his
4nfantrr, But the zeneral observed the left flank of Bate's battle
lire was as near Fortress Hosecrans as his rignt. Hilrocy deeidéd
t would rot bs "prudent® to send his infantry to the attack,
unless Fortrsas Rosecrans was in his rear, Then, in gase of a
repulse, the blueccals would fall back upon that stropghold. <t

The geperal withdrew his soldiers a short distance down
Crisham lane, #8 scon as taey had passed out of the Eonfeder:at.es'

.

cight, Hilroy had them move by the right flank in a northeasterly
direction. 3creensd by the configuration of the terrain (an
intervening ridge) and tn-e cedars, to= bluecosts struck the
#ilkinson pike, & considerable dlistanca beyond ihe Pebels' left
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soving swiftly, #ilroy formed his teo brigades astride
the pike. Colonzl Thomas' trigade ccnstituted the first line,
Colonel Anderson's the sacond. The 6lst Illincis was deployed as
siir=lshers ard thrown for-ard to cover Thomss' battle lira,
Since the artillerists had exhavsted their czmnition, MXilroy
ordered them to return to Fortress Rosscrans to refill tneir
limbers. 22

wnen the Yanxees fell back, Forrest falt that they were
regrouping their forces preparatory to resuming the attack, Forrest
therofore directed Bata to call up his reserves, Pringing Jackson's
snc Smith's trigades to the front, Pate used them to ;.-minng his
main line of }Qﬁlﬂtaﬂéﬂ to the cast, The Rebel scouts soon sent
in word that “the Unlonists were rotiring upon Foriress Rosecrans,
Eate ahii";:l.ed Szarsa' trigade froz his richt to the left, Sears'
¥ississipplans took poasition on Smith's left. To protect his
exposad flsnk, Sears refussed it slightly.

Almost before Sears had completed his dispositions, the
Hebals were dismaysd to learn that Hllrﬂy had re-formed his command
asiride tho Wilkinson pike. Tc =make mmtters worse, moat of the
Confedarates had decided thzt the Yankeas had had enoogh and ware
reiiring into Fortress Fosecrans, The new Union battls line was

at right angles to Bate's main line of resistance. To escape
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beinz talsn in the flank and rolled up like a carpet, the Habals
would have to abandon the yrotection afforded by their field
iortificatioms. i

fleacting to this dangerocus situation with his customary
alac=ity, Foryest ordsrec Bate to withdraw hls troops from the
Zresstworks and thros thex -a.:':l‘c;?-'! the oike, Here, the greyclad
“infantry would he massasd to oppose the Federals' advance, At tnis
tize, =ost of the oncoming Union line was hidden by cedars. BEate,.
for ore, misjudged Alts extent, Aeting on Bate's orders, Sesrs!
ard Jackson's troops moved toco far to the left, Lash's and Palmer's
brigadss shifted to the left and ccrupied the breastworks vacated
by Sears' Hississippiang and Jackson's Geargi.ens. Smith's brigade
tock poszition astride tne silkinson plke. The;'e was a gap of
between 75 and 10U yords between Szith's right and lash's left.

iy the time thst Sxdth had completéd his hurried
dispositionsz, the bluscoats had closed to within 200 yards.
Already, the sitirmishere from the &lst Illinois had driven in the
greyclad outposis, Eate now realized that Jackson and Sears hed
moved too far to the left, Has sent i;ajdr Arthur Shaaff -of his
staff io overtake thsse tio units. Shaaff was to reecall these two
brigades and condust them into poszition on the left of Smith's
brigads., Eelore Inupdl muﬁ carry oul his mission, the bluecoats

had launched an zll-cut assault or Zate's three other brigades. o
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#hile the soldiers wers taking position, Forrest rode
along the line, To calm the men, he addressed tham in encouraring
words., Captain P. H. Colszan of the 1lst Florica Infantry recalled:

General Forrest rode io where =y company

was in position and said by way of

encour=resant to us: Fi=p, 5ll I ssic of you

is 0 hold tne enery bacs for fifteen mimtes,

which wlll five == sulfficient timc to galn

their rear with my t.'::Wa.‘LEf. and I will capture

the last one of them." i

As soon as Thomas had comcleted his disrositions, ¥ilroy/
waved him to th= attack. Screened Ly the skirmishers froam the £1st
Illincis, Thomas' batile line swept forward. Pressing shead, tke
bluecoats worked thelir way through the underbrush, cedars, and
limestone outercpping which bounded the pike. dilroy's skirmishers
soon established contact with the mounted patrols which guarded the
approaches to Bate's exposed left flank., The Illinoisans opened
fire, AHRiter geiting off a few ineffectual rounds, the horscmen
teat a hurried retreat.

Shortly thercafter, the advancing Yankees encountered

Eat='s outposts. Ihese pickets, howgver, were unable to check,

mich less stop. the powerful Unlon driwve. Consequently, the I
Federals contimed to forge rapidly ahead, sweeping the greyclads
before them, 2y the tizmes his command had sdvanced severz]l hundred

yards, Colonel Thomzs observed that a poasibly dangeious interval had
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cp=red in his skiraisn line. He therefcre haited his btrigade for
a few minetes, In zecordance with Thomas' instructions, the
eolonel of the 181st Chio deoloyed and threw forward two of his
companies, : %

As =oon as the Ohicans had plugged the gap, the bliascozts
reswaed the advance ;n the double. Gencrzl Zilroy proudly recalled,
®xy skirmish iine advanced rapidly, bravely, and in splendid order,
considering ths nature of the ground, driving the rebels before
thea®, After having pushed forward zbout s =ile, Thomas' trcops
emsrged ints a cotton fleld., In the edge of the timber on the other
side of the fisld, they could cle=zrly distinguish Bain'a battle
1line.,

The Southerners were partially covered by the cedars and
the dense underbrush. At the moment, the buttermuts weres busy
tkrouwing up field fortifications. First, the Rebel artillery and
than the infantry opened on the hluecogts., Since Milroy hsd sent
his artlilierisis to Fortress Boseerans tc refill their lixzhers,
he had no guns with which to soften up the Southerners' position.
Several crashing volleys from Bate's infantry caused the Union
skirmishers to falter, Falling back, they f211 in on the flanks

of Tromas! battles lire, Undaunted, Thomas' brigade continued to
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oress ahead in "good oraer“. Réachiﬂg the ecenter of }he field,
Thomas halted his soldiers. Coalng to the ready, the bluecoats
sent a swell-almed volley crashing into the Confedarates' ranks.
For the next ten to fiftesn minutes, the opposing battle lines

f
blazedfawaj at each other. 23

Colonel Amderson's brigade experienced considerable
difficulty in keeping pace with Thomas' battie line. Between them,
the limestuye cutcroppings and underbrush gave Anderson's troops a
difficult time. 7To expedite his mareh, Anderson was compelled to
alter his formation. From line of battle, Aﬁderaon redeployed his
regiments into columns by companies. In addition, Anderson's
sxldiers received some attention from the Uonfederate artillerists,
Approaching the cotton field where Thomas' troops were engaged in
their deadly contest with Bate's infantry, Anderson re~formed his
brigade into line of bottle, The 177th Ohio was on the right, the
12th Indiana Cavalry (dismounted) in the center, and the 178th
Orio on the left, ?5

Once he saw that Arderson's brigade was within easy
supporting distanes, General Milroy ordered Thomas to charge the
Confederates,. Thomas led his men forward., Thomas' battle iins
fought its Wway out of the cotion field and into the edge of the

weods. Milroy now observed thai a strong force of Confederates

17
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(Saars' Missi=ssippians ardd Jackson's Ceorglans) were advancing to
tuern his right flanc. To couater this threat, #Hilroy had Colonel
Anderson rush the 177th Chioc to the fromt. Colonel Wilcox deployed
bis regiment at right anglea to Thomas' battle 1line; the left {lank
of the 177th Chio rested on the right of the 8th Hinnesota.
Skirmishers ware gdvanced ard silcox's troops grimly walted for
Sears’ and Jackson's h'uttermts. to attack,

Iz=ediztely thereater, Hilroy comsitted another one of
inderson's regiments, The general personally conducted the 178th
Ohic to the front., He used this regiment -to prolong Thomas' battle
line to the left. Anderson's remaining regiment, the 12th In;iam

vulry (dismounted), was used to bolster Thomas' right. .

In the meantime, the fighting in the edge of the woods
haé cortimed to rage., Durins the short time that it lasted,
Eilroy repcrted, ®the roar and fire of musketry was like the
thander of a volcano, and the Iine wavered as if ming' against 2
Imricane®. MNilrgy was afraid that his wldiérs were about to
£ive way. Since the 1768th Oaic on the left of the line was mot
heavily engeped, Milroy sent an aide to order Colonsl Joab A,
Stafford to shift his unit to the right, At the ssme time, the

12th Indiana Czvalry (dismounted) was directed to advance to




Thomas' assistanca, Milroy plannsd to use these two comparatively
fresh reriments to relleve Thomas' bluecoalts, who #ad heretofore
berne ths brunt of the fighting, 23

“hen they saw the reinforcements moving to their support,
Thomas' soldlers made a final surge. Letting loose with a terrible
battle cry, they "darted over the enexy's works'. On the right,
the soldiers of Companies G and E, 8th Minnesotz blazed away at
the 5th Company, Washington Artillery. -A mmber of the
Iouisianians' horses had been killed or wounded, +hen the cannoneers
sougnt to lead up additional horses to withdraw thelr guns, they
were likewise cut down. In the end, the cannoneers sucgeeded in
saving one of their three guns, the others had to be abandoned.
But as the fortunes of war would have it, soldiers from the 174th
Chio reached the tuo lZ2-pounder Napolsons first and claimed their
captive. Unablie to stop this Union amee;?. FPalmer's and Iash.’s
infantry took to their heels, The right flank and center of Bate's
main iine of resistance had been hopelessly shattered, 29

Seizing a stand of colorsy Forrest tried to rally the
two broken brigades. The frightensd scldiers, however, refused to
listen to either Forrest's entreaties or his appeals to their
patriotism, Wild with fury, at the infantrymen's behavior, the

gensral "took it upon himself to resent ﬁersonally their shaaeful
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30

An artillerist in the Columbus Ceorgiaz Artillery,

W

4,

Calloway, wrote of Forrest's efforts to halt the spreacding panic.

The canmonger recalled:

By this time, however, Palmer’s and lash’s brigadss had

I was an eye-witnass io an interesting
incident of this fight st Hurfreestcrough.
During the stampede or retreat, which alwost
amounted to a panie, Forrest rode in among the
infantry, ordering the men to rally, and doing
all in his power to stop the retreat. He rcde
up and doun the lines, shouting, “nally, 2el -—-
for God's saks, rallyl® The ganic-stricken
soldiers, however, paid ro heed to the generzl.
Rushing towsrds 3z color-bezrer who was running
for desr iife, he ordsred him to halt, Failing
40 have his command obeyed, he drew his pistal
and shot tha retreating soldiér down.
Dismuntinz, Forrest tack the colors,
ramsuntad nls horse, and, riding in {ront of
the soldiers, waved tas colors at them and
finallg suceeeded in rallying them to their
duty. 2~

acposs Cwerall Craek. Hers, they were joinsd by Sears’

filgeisgipplans.

3=

Placing himsslf at the head of Smith's and Jacikson's

brigades, General Bate prepared to counteratiack, Bate was

nopeful that a sudden onslaught delivered againsi tas right flank

of Milrey's battle line might eheck the Union breakthrough. By

1

the time that Major Shaaffs had placed Jackson's Georgians on

28
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Smith’s left, it was too late for a counterthrust to save the day.
One look told Bate that Lash's and Palzer's troops, for the time
being at least, had lost lheir w31l io fighi, To make matiers

worase, Sesars! Miosissippians disappeared. (The Mississippians,

instead of taking positisn on Jackson's left, had retired to the

T e

west side of Oversll Creek.) Canceling his orders for an advance,
Bate prepared to fight a delgying action to cover the ratreat of

his coarzdes. As soon as the bluecoats had occupled the

braaatﬁorké abandened by Lash’s and falier's buttermais, Bate
oroczedst to redeploy Jackson's and Smith's brigades, The troops
were posted in ling of battle in the cedars north of and parallel
to the illxinson pike. In case ihe Federals irled to exploit
their succass by sweeping down the piks, Bate would be able te
teke them in the Slank. -7 =

In the mcantima, forrsst had sent one of his sizaff
officers, Hajor John P, Strange, to contact General Jackson.
Strange, in accordance With Forrest's orders, told Jackson that
Yaverylhing éape;ie;“ on ths cavalr?. dZezcting with his customary
vigor, Jackson rushed Armstrong's HiSsissippi brigade to the
infaniry's gasiﬁtanca* H I

By the time &rmstrongz's irocpers approached the Wilkinscon

pike, Milroy's bluecoats were feeling -their way toward Overall
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Creek. In the mopping up operatlions which fcllouad the collapse
of Izsh's and Palmar's brigades, the Federals captured 197
prizoners and a stand of colors. Excest for the harassing fire
of a battery emplaced north of the pike, the bluecoats encc;unt:erEd
little difficulty as they drove zhead., HWithin a short time,
“ilroy's vanguard reached the Yidow Sazith's house,

Colonel Thomas now approached ¥Milroy and told the
gensral. that several of his regiments had exhausted their
armmnition. Milroy accordingly halted his command. The troops
ware to replenish their cartridge-boxes from an ordnance wagon
which had just overtaken the command. 1In addition, the Federals
were cheered by the return of the batterv. The punners had
refilled their limbars. 35

Panding the resumption of the advance, Milroy learned
that a strong force of Confederats Cavalry (Armstrong's) was
moving against his left, Colonel Jones, whose 174th Ohio was
posted on the left, gqhickly formed his troops in the edge of a
c2car thicket with an open fleld to théir front. Here, Jones was
Joinad by two other regiments, Before the Retsl troopers could
close with Jones' bluecoats, Captain Bundy shouted for his

cannoneers io unlimber their pieces, Flacing thelr six pleces in
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battery, the artillerists raked Armstrong's oncoming horsemsn with
shot and shell. Unable to breast this fire, the Mississippl
cavairy=en fell back. 36
Just as Hilroy was getting ready to exploit this success,

a staff officor gallopad up and handed him an urgent commnication
froz General Rousseau, Glancing at the message, ¥ilroy learned
that a "large rebel infantry force®™ was approaching from the north,
Rﬂ.u:t!!ﬂ:lu accordingly wanted Milroy to return to Fortress losecrans
at his earliest opportunity. Juickly re-foraing his column on the
,Pike, Milroy started for the fortress. Coverad by the 12th Indiana
Cavalry (dismounted), Milroy withdrew his troops *in as good ordsr
as if [they were/ cowing from an afterncon darill®. By 6 p. =m.,

the troops were back at Fortress Rosecrans, After the general had
tharked them, the troops were dismissed and parmitted to return to
their quarters, 37

dénqral Buford's cavalry division had been responsibls

for the recall of Milroy's victorious legions, Iaring the
afternocn, Puford's treapel-a had gwept down the Lebanon pike.
Deiving in the Unlon out.pnsrt-u. Buford's dismounted greyelads fought
their way inio MHurfreesboro from the morth, Unable to contain

Paford's advance, the garrison took cover in the brick buildings

23
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suriounding “a2 sguare, 1To drive the Yanzees f-om their strong
points, Buford brought up Captain Merton's artillery. Unlimbering
their six yuns, the Tennessee cannoneers bezan to hammer these
-1n9rov1=ed forts to pleces.

As scon as General Bousaeau learned of Puford's attack,
he sent a meamber of his staff to reecsll Milroy's column. Nert;
the general prepared to march to the relief of the Murfreesboro
Farrison. JAccoxpanied by a I'Egiﬂﬂ:ﬂt of infantry an a section of
tillery, Eouzsesu rode out of Fortress Rosecrans. Proceeding to
ayrfreeshoro, fousseau's column launched a vigorous counterattack.
Fithin a few mirutes, Rousseau's Yankees had bested the dismounted
snfederates, lLeaving a rumber of dead and prisoners behind,
";urd'n greyclads withdrew up the Lebanon pike. The Federals,
}atisfied with their success, failed 10 make an effective pursuit, 38
At the time of noussezu's thrust, fuur of Morton's gzuns
= upnlizbered below the old academy and two above. The |
shestling Federals quickly cut down the teams which were used
o pull the two upper guns and their ciisaons. Galloping to this-
position, Captain Morton shoutsd for the artillerists to strip the
wess from the dead animals and throw it onte the ¢aissons and
I's. Assisted by several of the dismounted cavalrymen, the
ers marhandled the pleces down the Woodbury plke, About one-

If milo east of “urfreesboro at Major Sparks® residence, the
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Confederate cannoneers were atle Lo secire horses frox the cavalroy.
Thesa, thay eagerly hitched to the guns and caissons. 39:

Shortly after Hilroy's colusn had fallen back, General
Bate recelwed an order from Forrest to Join him, Accomnanied by
Jzckson's and Smith's brigades, Bate recrossed Overall Creeck about
smivicwn. ©COn the west side of the strean, Fats found Lash's,
Palmer's, and Sears' bripades. He had not seen these units since
the Union breakthrough. As soon as the last of the infantry had
eroesed the creek, Forrest directed Bate to proceed to Stewartsboro,
=ith S=zith's brigade bLYringing up the rear, the- infantry returnsd
to the Hashville pike, It was almost =midnight when the infantry
crossed Steusrts Creek and went into camp, Armstrong's brigade,
with -:-cﬁ ll-“urres-t. spent the night, picketed the Overall Creal
crossings. ko

In the batile of the Cedars, as the engagement of the

7th was designated, the Federals reported their losses as 22
xilled and 190 wounded, Of these, Thomaa' brigade lost a great
majority, 21 dead dnd 167 injured. General Bate listed his
casualties &s 19 killed, 73 wounded, ;11:1 122 missing., The
Confederate cavalry leaders failed to make a report of their
los=zes in tha"batt.le. ¥ :

On the 7th, Colonel B, H, Hill's mounted infantry =ade

-
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srother attempt to talk the defenders of Slockhouse lo. 7 into
surrendering. A truce party again approached the stockade., The
Confederate spokesman gave Lisutenant Glosser "ten miputes to
surrender or be burned with Greek fire, ete." Despite Glosser's
rejectior. of their de.r.an:is, the Zebels made o effort to carry out
their threat, Instead, they closely blockaded the approaches to

the blockhouse, hoping to wear down the bluecoats' will to resist, e
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THE BISTORY OF FORTHESS ROSECRAKRS

¥otes == Chapter VI

The Battle of the Cedara

1 2. R., Serles I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 745, 755; Wyeth, Life of
Genarsl N, B. Forrest, 550. oCuring the battle of Stones River,

- whick had cccurred almost two years before, there had been heavy
fighting in thlis sector. s

2 Ibid.; Atles to Accompany the Offigial Records of the Union and
Confederate Armiesg, Plate GIII, Fig. 3. In the skirmishing which
aceompanied the advance on Fortress Rosecrans, the Lth Georgia
Sharpshooter Battalion suffered 16 casmalties. The breastworks
throsm up by Bate's greyclads were about three-quarters of a mlle
rorthwest of Fortress Rosecrans,

3 0. R., Series I, Vol, XLV, pt. I, 755; Wyeth, Life pf General
H. E. Forrest, 550.

4 0. R., Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 755.

5 Idid., 771 |

& Ibid., 746, This lane is now known as Van Cleve's Lane,

7

8

Ibid., 746, 755; Wyeth, Life of General H. B. Forrest, 550.
Q. R, Series I, Vol. XL¥, pt. I, 746, Since Colonsl Bullock's
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wounds had rendered him unfit for duty, Hajor Jacob A, Lash had
assumed command of the Florida brigade, ‘lash's brigade held the
left cf Bate's main line of resistance,

9 _Ibid., 613,

10 Iuid., €132, 617, Milroy was pleased by this assignment., In
his “After Action Report®, he pointed out; "I avail myself of
this opportunity to tender to ... Laemral Eh:-ﬁsgeau? my most
grateful acknowledgments for his kindneas.in affording me the two
late gppertunities of wiping out to some extent the foul and
mortifying stigma of a most infamously unjust arrest, by which I
‘have for near eighteen months been throun out of the ring of
active, honorable, and desirable service,®

11 Ipid., 617, 627, 629, The guns manned by the cannoneers from
the 12th Chio Baﬁtery were a 12-pounder howitzer and a G-pourder
smocthbors,

32 Jbid., 6310, 617,

13 Itid., 617.

14 Ibid.
15 Ikid.
16 JIbid.

17 Ibid., 61C, €17, 619. From left to right, Thomas' brigade was




formed: the 17i&th Ohio, the 181st Chio, and the 8th Hinnesota,

Colonel Anderscn had the 178th Ohio on the left, the 177th Ohio

in the middle, and the 12th Indiana Cavalry (dismounted) on the

right,

18 Ibid., 746.

19 Ibid., 610.

20 Ibid., 617, 619.

21 Ibid., 617.

22 Ibld., 61‘?-—615,_ 625. Thomas deployed his brigade from right
to left, the 8th Minnesota, the 18lst Ohic, and the 174th Chio,

The Wilkinscn pike saparate& the left flank of the Sth Minnesota
from the right fiank of the 18lst Chio. Colonel Ju".n:ler's:.m placed

the 177th Ohio on the right, the 12th Indiana Cavalry (dismounted)

23 Ibid., 746.

2k Wyeth, Life of Gensral N. B. Forrest, 551.

25 0. R., Series-I, Vol. XIV, pt, I, 618-619, 623, 626-627.
26 Ipid., 611, 628-629. f

27 Ipid., 611, 618-620, 523.525.

28 Ivid., 618. '

29 Ibig.., 746,
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30 Ibid,., 755: Wyeth, Life of Gemeral N. E. Forrest, 552.

31 wyeth, Life of General N. B. Forrest, 552. ;

32 0. K., Series I, Yol. XV, pt. I, TH6.

33 Icid.

¥ Ibic., 755.

35 Ibid., €18, 620, £25. The captured stand of colors belonged

to the 1st and 2d Florida (Consolidated) Infantry.
36 Icid., €18, 62¢, 625, 755.
37 Ikid., 611, 613, 620.

38 Iuid., 613-615; Wyetn, Wfe of General N. B. Forrest, 553.

Fousseau reported that his men captured 25 Confederates, at a cost

to theaselves of one man wounded.
39 dJean 4, Meorten, Ihe frtillery of Egtban Bedford Forresi's
Cavalrv. {Hashville, 1909), 281-282,

40 Q. B., Series I, Vol. XI¥, pt. I, 747. 755.
: 41 Ibid., 611, 620, 747. Generzl Roussesu claimed that Hilroy's
task force esptured 207 prisoners, including 18 ccmmissioned
officers, in the battle. _:'
_ L2 L}g_ifi;,. 635, The threat to burn out the Federals with Greek

- fire wz= made in Generzl Forresi's name.
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THE RISTORY OF FORTRESS ROSECRANS

Chapter VIL

Forrest Tries to Squeaze the Yahlkees Out of Fortress Rosserans

General Cate's soldiers were put back to work tearing up

the railroad on the Bth, Ths unseasonably waria weather which had
. prevailed since the G-}l_:faderates had re-entered Tennes=cee now
changed, It a;:.arted to snow and the ground froge, Consequently,
the shivering demolition teans did mot make much progress. To

. make matters worse, many of the men had worn out their shoes and
.werf: bareigoted. In an effort to solve this problem, Pate had hls
| chief guartermaster impress every palr of shoes he could find in
the loeal stores. Furtherzore, many of the eivilians willingly
donated their extra shoes ic the sufferins soldiers. In spite of
these stringent measures, Pata was only partial_lar able to supply
‘his men's demards for footwear. The barns and storehouses in this
portion of Rutherford County, however, were overflowing. iro=
tnese, the Confederstes wero able to draw a “superzbtundance cf

rations*.,

In the meantime, General Hood had learnad of Forrest's

defeat in the battle of the Cedars, Hood now declided to adopt a
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new course of actlon. Instead of attacking the Union fortifications,
Forrest was to try to squeeze Rousseau out of Fortress Rosecrans.
On the afternoon of the 8th, Hood sent his cavalry leader a massage
directing him to drive in the Unlon outposts, At the sazme time,
Forrest was io leave the ';-Iél_‘}' open for the Federals to retire
*toward Lebanon or any other direction they may choesse®, = -

Earlier in the dzy, Hood had ordered Colonel Charlesz H,
Olmstezd's btrigade to report to Forrest. .Dlmst.sad 's Georgians had
bean employed in throwinsg up 2 second line of breastworks in front
of the Hashvll.la perimsier, a short distance east of the
Ealensviile pike. Following the receipt of this order, Olmstead
rrozptly rut his E}ee:rgians on the road. HMarching via the
Bashville-Murfreesboro piks, Olmstead's troons reached
Stewarisboro at nightfall and camped. 3

late oen the afterncon of the 8ih, Hood had some second
thourhts on the Murfreessboro situatiﬂn;l In view of the bad
showing made by the Lnfantry on the previsus afterncon, the-
general determined to reczll Bzte's Ei?isiﬂﬂ and Sears' brigade.
When he rnotified Forrest of this decision, the general announcéﬁ
that the eavalry leader '-m-uld retain Olmstead's and Palmer's
infaniry and whatever artillery he deemed necessary. As soon as

Bate's column had rejoined the army before Nashville, Hood
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promised to send Forrest "amother division of infaniry, one of the
best in the army". 4

During the nigzht, Hood changed his mind. The orders
pertaining to Bate's and Sears' commands would stzand, Hood,
however, noW decided to reduce his comsmitments in the Murfreestoro
sector. lHe would not send a division to replace Bata's unit, .In
a letter informing the cavalry leader of this, Hood pointed out
that Foirest would have the two infantry brigades (Dlmsteaa's and
Palmer's) which ha retained, entrench themselves at either
Stewarts Cresek or Lavergne. Henceforth, Forrest's command would
function as a corps of cbservation. A brigade of cavalry would be
grdered to ihe Lebanon area. This unit was to picket the arsa
1 betvseen Lebanon and the "Hermitage®. >
Hood had issued a directive detaching Colonel Hill's
- mounted infantry, 48 hours hefqre. Hill's command was sent to
} Badford, Giles and Marshall counties. In addition to breaking up
the Home Cuard, lill's trocpsrs were to requisition animals for
: the use of the army. JAny men encountaéed who were llable for
pilitary duty were to be conscripted, Hill would see that the
prineipal mills in these three counties were put back into
6

f operation.

Forrest moved quickly to carry out iood's instructions.




Bate's and Sears' troops left Stewartsboro on the morning of the
10th., The recent sleet storas and severe freezes had covered the
Eashville plke with a sheet of ice. Worse, nearly one-fourth of
the infantrymen were wltt_wut shoes. "Yet", General Bate recalled,
they "plodded 'their weary way' under these adverse circumstances
(many with bleeding feet)®. The foot-soldiers spent the night at
fntioch and rejoined their parent units before Kashville early the
hl:iﬂxt day. 7 - .

When Colonel Hill's troopers advanced into Eaafofd “County,
they prepared to sttack Blockhouse Xo. 9, near Bell Buckle. 4 l
detachment from the _Ilith ﬂh_in m:menda-:i by idieutenant Merchant S,
Eurd garrisoned this stockade, Hill sent forward an officer with
g flag of truce tc demand the Yanxees' surrender. durd refused.
Eeplying. he told the Confederates that "'if. they wanted the block-
house, they must s and tala 4%, . Hot having any artillery,
Eill sent hie dismcunted troopers ts the attack, After firing a
fes ineffec-tual volleys, ithe Confederates fell back and n.ndu no

further attompt to reducs the blockhouse. 9

On Decezber 11, General Forreat, in accordance with
Hood's directive, ordered one of Buford's brigades (Colonel Edward
Crossland's) to "the Hermitage®. Upon reaching tThe Hermitage®,

Crossland's troopers picketed thé erosging of the Cumberland River,




from Stones River on the left to Cedar lick Creek on the right.
The next day (the 12th}, Forrest had Olmstead's and
Palmer's infantry hard st work tearing up the railroad betuween
lavergne and Overall Creek, Seversl additional attespts were =ade
bty the Confederates to induce the garrison holding out in
-Elackhuuaa Ho. 7 to lay down their arms., Lieutenant Glosser,
however, resolutely refused to listen to the Rebel demands, 9
Since the Mashville and Chattanooga Railroad had been
cut on the Zd, Rousseau's troops had been living off the rations
stockpiled in the Fortress Rosecrans magazines, In addition,
these rations were supplemented by foodstuff  requisitioned by
feraging from the neighboring farms. By the 12th, however,
caertzin items were hearly exhausted, Rﬁusseaﬁ ducided to gend s
train to Stawenson to pick up sdppliaa. At dark, a 15-car train
palled out of the Harfreesbore yards and started for Stevenson.
The train was guerded by a 150-man detachment from the flst
INlinois. About 4@ men from the 1lst lfichizan Engineer Regiment
also rode the cars, The engineers{wora taken along to repair any
breaks in the track which might be encountered. Colonel Grass of
the 61st Illinocis was in charge of the guard. The trip down to
Stevenson, where the train arrived on the 13th, was uneventful,

It took the employees of the commissary department most of the day
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to load the box cars, At an early hour cn the 1l4th, the train
started on its return itrip. Thirty members of the 12th Indiana
Cavalry (dismounted) who had been stranded at Stevena?n, hoping to
rejoin their outfit, hitched a ride on the train, 10

Tha enrine ;as'unable to biild up a pood head of steam.
Tﬁerefﬂre, congiderable difficuliy was experienced in getting over
the Cumberland Hﬂunfains. It was almost dark when the 1DFQFEtiYﬂ
chugged into Bell Buckle. ILisutenant Hurd told Co;gpel Graéa that
he had heard resorts of Confederate activity betwsen Bell Fuckle
and F¥arfreesboreo. The cclonel, having been delayed enough already,
decided in procaed, =

General Ross' scouts had spotted the train when it
passed through Christiana c¢n the evening of the 12th, In hopes of
capturding the train on its return, Hoss had his troopers remove
several rails, The 3d and &th Texas Cavalry were posted nearby. 12

Rousseau was understandably élatﬁd by his success in
serding a train throuzh to Stevenson., The gensral, however,
realiged that the Confederates would undoubtedly try to intercept
the &rain on ite return. On the 13th, he placed Colonel Thomas
Saylor of the 4th Michigan in charge of a sacond train, After

entraining his reglment, Saylor éas_tc head southward., In addition



to gathering wood, the Michigarders were to see 1 the HRebels had
ripped up any track since the passage of the first irain.

Three miles south of ¥urfreestoro, the Federals discovered
a culvert on fire, A few greyclad horsemen were :spat:ted loitering
sto .t the area, After tne train had stopped, a rmumber of the
-Michizanders detrained and ovickly extinguished the blarze, Zefore
continuing, Saylor detached a s=all patrol which was left to guard -
the culvert. At a point atout nine miles from Murfreesboro, the
conductor stopped the train. He then told the colonel that here
was the best Flace in the ares to collect fuel.

By 4 p. m., the working parties had 1ﬂadeﬁ the cars with
wood. A% a word from Colon=l Saylor, the troops serambled back
sboard -and the trzln started for Fortress Hosecrans. Fefore the
train had proceeded very far, dense clouds of smoke were seen
rising from the track a short distance ahead. By the {ime the
engineer had stopped the train, a strong force of Ross' Texans,
who were posted bebind a ridge on the was.t side of the track, had
opened fire., Without a nﬂment's;hesitatioﬁ, Colonel Sayluf
ordered two of his companies to detrain, Ieaping off the cars,
the Michiganders deployed on the run. After a brisk clash, the

tluscoats foreced the Rebels to fall back,




In the meantime, a fatigue party had put cut the fire

w“hich the Southerners had kindled on the right of way. To make
matters worss, the Texans had also torn up about 50 feet of track.
Leverth=aleas, the grim Michipg=nders went to work with a will. The
rails, which had been thrown to orne side, were soon re-laid, By
this time, the buttermts had succe»_edad in bringing up their
artillery — Morton's battery. Saylor shouted for his troops to
get back atoard the tirain, When the train did not start, the
colonel learned to his horror that the engineer and the brakeman
had disappeared. After about ten mimutes, during which time the
soldiers were exposad to 3 galling fire, ithe engineer reappeared,
Scraxbling onio the locomotive, the engineer started the train.
To held off the Confedorates, Colonel Sgylor deploysd a line of :
skir=ishers, Those blusecoais faollowed along behind the slow-moving i
train. Ross' Texans lmanched seversl sharp attacks on the rear
guard, tut were baaten off.

Durinz the fighting, a orojectile plerced the boiler of
the locomotive. Ey the time the train had reached a point about

our miles from ¥urfreegboro, zll the steam had escaped. The

Federals were forced to push the train the rest of the way into iE

Farireesooro yards., In the fight for -the train, Colonel Saylor

-



reported that he lost 17 men: 1 killed, 10 wounded, and 6 missing.
General Boss made no report of his losses, 13

Stung by their failure= {5 capture the Lth Michigan, Ross'
Texans were deterrined to see that the next train did mot get
throwgh. It was about 2 a. m. on the 15th when the supply train
from Stevenson approzched Choristiana. JSeeing tha torn up track,
the engineor slammed on the brakes. 4 shot was fired by a
Confederate vedette to alert his comrades. Dashing forward, a
Rebel patrol ripped up seversl rails behind the train. When
Colonal Grass gave orders for the engineer to start backing, the
conductor told him 11:'. was now impossible. Grass shouted furf his
ren to get off the train., Upon debarking, the soldiers were
deployed on either side of the road bed; the Michigan enginecrs
were pui to work repairing the break. A messenzer was sent
racing ahead to notlify General Aousseau of the train's predicament
and to ask for reinforﬁmnts. 1%

Since the rails had been torn up in a number of places,
progress was agonizingly slow., Daybreak found the bluecoats six
miles south of Murf{reesboro. Toc make matters worse, the 3d and
€th Texas Cavalry had them hesmmed in. Taking cover in a rallroad
cut, tke Federals grizly prepered to try to hold cut pernding the
arrival of a relief column. As soon ;;S'R::sa hzad dismounted the 3d

ani 6th Texas, e sent them to ithe attack, The Federals beat off



this initis1 thrast on the part of the Texans,

Hext, Ross brought up Morton's artillery. A few shells
frem the Confederata puns cnnvinced Colonal Grzss that he had
better abandon the train and trr to save his command, Sa'llc,ring
forth, the bluecoats sought to cut thelr way through to Fortress
Aoseerans, Zefore they had sroceeded verr fzr, the Federals were
charged by the 6th Texas, supported bty the 3d Texas., Colonel
Grass and over one-half of hic regiment, aleng with the
detachment from the lst Michigan Enginee=rs =nd most of the
dismounted Indiana cavalrrmen, were either killed or taken
prisoner, The left wing of the 6lst Illinois led by Major Jeroms
E. Talton succeeded Iin foreing its wor throuph the charging Rebels
and resched Blockhouse No., &, Here, the soldiers found a haven
cf refuge. 15

Ross'! Texans were delighted with their success. Eesides
about 200 prisoners, they had captured a very valuable supply
train, Ereaking into the box cars, the Scutherners found that
they contained suger, coffee, hzrdtaek, and bacon. Ross
estimatad that the train carried a "full 200,000 rations®. BRefore,
the Southerners were able to maks off with all the commissary

stores, thelr work was interrupted. learning of the attack on the

10




train, General Rousseau ordered General Hilroy to take several
regiments and march to its relief. ~Placing himself at the head of
a "flying column®, iilroy stzted down the Shelbyville pike., At

Blockbouse Mo, 8, liilroy rerdezvoused with the survivors from the

Ross' scouts had kept the general constantly apprised of
Hlroy's progress. Not wanting to fight a pitched battle with
#ilroy's column, Hoss had his men set fire to the boxcars and all
the rations which they were unable to carry with theﬁ. As soon as
the demolitisn teams had completed their work, the Cohfedarztes
retired from the area. The Federals reached the train shortly
aftervards. After #alvaging what they could, Milrey's troops

returned to Fortress Rosecrans. 16

Forrest, to tighten the squeeze on the defenders of
Fortreas Rosecrans, moved against the Undon foraglng parties which
- were operating in the eastern part of Rutherford County. ILeaving
Steuazrtsbore on the morning of t.h_e 15th at the head of two -
in;[‘ar.try brigades (Olmstead's andJ. Palmer's) and one cavalry
brigade (B2ll's), Forrest crossed Stones River at Jefferson. By
oightfall, Forrest's command was east of Marfreestoro. Any plans

which the general might have had .-fo;r forcing the Yankees out of



Fortress Rosecrans were now abruptly terminated. A stef?f officer
gzlloped up to Forrest's command post. he excitedly told Forrest
that during the morning the Federals had selged the initiative
on the approaches to lashville. A major battle was in PTogress.
Zood wanted Forrest to mass his com—=snd and hold it resdy to =zorch
to the assistance of the Army of Tennsssee, 7

Befnra.ratiring for the night, Forrest draflted the
orders which would govern the movezents of his command in the
morning. Jackson was to reczll his trecpers, who were watshing
the roads south of Murfreestoro. He was to concentrate them on
the Wilkinson pike, near the sidow Szith's. Olmstead's and
rsimer's infaniry, and Sell's eavalry brizzdes were to recross
Stones River at Jefferson, The cavalry was to take position n=ar
the uouth of Overszll Creex, shile the j:rtfantrjr bivounacked near
Blockhouse Fo. 7. 18

To cowmpnly with Forrest's instructions, each of the unit
commanders had his men on the road early on the 16th. Before the
various commands were able to raa§5 their designated destinations,
Forrast changed his plans. Supplexental instructions were drawm
up and disirlbutad. directing tﬁa organizations to march to

#dilkinson's Cross-Roada. MNightfall found all of Forrest's troops,



except for Crossland's brigade, at the stipulated rendezvous.
(Crossland's troopers were watching the crossings of the
Cumterlarxi near "the Hermitage™.) Here, Forrest received the
stunning news that Hood's army had suffered a smashing defeat in
ta= battia of Lashville,

The staff officer who carrisd these evil tidings also
Erought urgent orders from Bood., Forrest was to retire into
morth Alabama by way of Shelbyville and rulaski. After
concentrating his eavalry, Forrest would use it to protect the
rear of Hood's badly ©Deaten aray. i

Izz=diztely, orders wera drafted and forwarded to Baford,
dii'ectir.a-hi:a to recall Crogsland'a brigade frox Fthe Heruitace®,
At Lavergne, Crossland's troopers would rendezvous wilth Bell's,
His divisicon reunited, Buford would hold the Nashville pikes lons
en;mgh to permit Forrest's artillery and trains to steal a march
on the Federals.

Since his trains and sick (along with atout 400 Union

'

prisonsrs) were at Triune, Forrest decided not to retreat via
Shelbyviile. Instead, he turned his column toward Lillard's ®ill
on the Duck River, The infantry ;nd foss' brigade accompanied the

trains, Aas soon ag the trains and artillery were well on their

13

S



way Lo the Dack ﬁiver, Puford's division zbandoned its roadblock
sand moved to Franklin. This was on the afternoon of the 17th.
At Franklin, EBuford reported to Chalmers. Hood placed
Chalzers in temsorary command of the two divisions ard cha:rgcd :
him with the task of covering the arsw's retreat., The next day,
erst;ang's #Mississippians, having been detached by Forrest, also
reported to Chalmers. By nightfall on the 18th, the Confederate
rear guard had passed beyond Spring Kill. In an effort to hold
off their pursuers, thes grim troopers took position behind
Ratherford's Creek, O
Tha'réad along which Forrest's column moved was in
territie condition., To make matters worse, the weather was
intensely cold and many of Olmstead's and Palmer's infantrymen
ware barefooted., Both the foot-scldiers and Ross'! ecavalrymen were
inadsquately clad, In addition, Forrest was forced to hold down
- the pace of the march, so that the several hundred beef-catile and
: hogs which had been collected for the uss of the commissary
department would sot have to be left behind., The head of the
b column reached Lillard's Mill atout moon on the 13th, One glance

showed Forrest that recent rains had had their effect, the Duck

River was rising rapidly. Even before”szll the train had reached
2 :




the south bank, the river became unfordable. The general was
csazelled to turn the remainder of his column toward Columbia.
ifter a hard march, Sorrest's exhausted comzand reached Columbia
lzte in the evening. 21 :
At daybreak on the l¥tn, Forrest recelved a report that
the ~sderals had reached Rutherford's Creck, lastening to the
point of danger, Forrest took charge of ihe Corfederate rear gusrd.
Bood had originally plznned to hold the line of the Tuck
River and thus retain a foothold in Middle Tennesses. " But, on
maturs reflection, Hood decided it would be best to get out of

-
-

ennessee. He would place the unfordable Tennessee Rivar betuwecen
nis arzy and the oncoming Federsl Lsgions. Forrest seconded this
course of action. Furthersore, ne volunteered to proteci the rear
of the retreating army 1if he were reinforced by a rallable
infaniry contingent. Hood accordingly assigned Major Generzl
Edward C. #dalthall's 1,900-man division to Forrest's command, At
the same time, Olmstead's and Pzlmer's brigades were reassigned o
their paraﬁt. units, @With theserugged foot-soldiers and kis own
cavalry, Forrest shouldered the heart breaking task of holding off

the pursuers, while the Argy of Tennessee palled back into the

Tennessee Valley. Forrest successfully discharged this trying




assipmuent; the battered arsy recrossed tha Ternessee River on the
25th and 26th of December -- a dismal way to celebrate Christmas. 22
" A state of normaley quickly returned to the Murfreesboro

area in the wake of Hood's rout at the battls of Nashville, On
the morning of the 17th, the Unlon pickets reported that all the
Rebels (with the exception of a few stragglers) had disappeared
from the approaches to Fortress Roseerans. PBefore the day was
over, Rousseau received a2 message from General Thomas announcing
that his "Army Group® had scored a swesping success. Thomas wanted
Rousseau to have zll "the new regiments rée&ntly sent to
Murfreesborough, and not a portion of the permanent garrison®
‘alerted to report to either the IV or XXIIT Army Corgs,
Furthermore, Rousseau was to send out construction parties and see
that the Noshville and Chattanocoga Railroad was restored to service
"in the shortest possibtle time™, 22

By the morning of the 20th, the suﬁerintenﬁent of the
econstruction’ crews that were working on thé railroad south of
Furfreesboro reportad that £he }ight of way was reopened for
traffie. DBefore nightfall, ten trains had reached Murfreesboro
from Chattancoga. These trains ware to be used to shift Steedman's

comnand to Bridgeport, Steedman's blueclads, after participating

16
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in the pursuit of Hood's army as far as Franklin, had been sent to
Myrfreesboro. Thomas planned to use Steedman's troops to intercept
Food's army as it was recrossing the Temnesses River, Quickly
entraining his command, Steedman left for Bridgeport on the
afternoon of the 22d, (Steedman, however, was too late; the Army
of Tennessee was able to withdraw across the Tennessee River before
Steedman's soldiers could int.ervn.ane.)

Rousseau, on the Zlst, transferr&d his headguarters back
to Kashville, At this time, he asked Thomas if it would be all
right tc order Milroy's command to return to Tullahoma, AL ihe
rate the reconstruetion was procesding on the Rashville-Muarfreesboro
section ol the railroad, Rousseau predicted that it would be back
in operation within several days. Guard detachments were
accompanving the bridge-btuilding and track-laying details, to ward
off the attacks of Confederate irregilars, 2'

The superintendent of the construction crews was as good
as his word. By Christmas Eve, the it'ailrcad between Nashville and

Hurfreestore had been reopened. To protect the bridges,

‘detachments from the sadly reduced 115th Ohie moved cut on

Christmas Day and, assisted by details from the lst Michigan

Enginsers, began to rebuild the blockhouses which forrest's

17
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troopars had destroyed. 25
Thomas having raised no objection, Rousseau authorized
¥ilroy to re-establish hls headguarters at Tullahowma. Following

“ilrey's departure for Tullahoma, Van Cleve on Christmas Day

resumad command of 21l the Union troops tased in and around

% 26
Fortress Hosecrans.
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13 1lbid., 634%. The brakeman had permanently decamped,
14 Ibid., 621, ?771; Report of the Adjutant General of the State

of Illirois, IV, 242.

15 ZIkid.
16 Ibid.

17 0O, R., Series I, Vol. XI¥, pt. I, 740, 755; Wyeth, life of
Geparal-H. B. Forrest, 553.
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12 C. R., Series I, Vol, Xi¥, pt, I, 740, 756, 771: YWyeth, Life

of General K. B. Forrest, 553.

20 Qi iR., Series I; Vol. XI¥, pt. I, 756, 766, 7.

21 Ibid., 740, 7596, 771; syeth, Lifs of Generzl k. B. Forrest, 561,
22 Stanley Horn, The Armv of T sgee: A ¥jlitsry History

3 {Irﬂiﬂn:ipaliﬁ, 1941), Lzo,

23 0. R., Series I, Vol. XLV, pt. I, 635; Q. R., Series I, Vol.
XIF..Q « XI, 243, ncnmrdingly,fan Decanmber 23, tha 174th, 173th,
and 181st Ohio, the Bth Minnesota, and the 140th Indiana were
ordered to Columbia., The repair crews working on the Hashville

and Chattancoga would have to relay seven and three-fourths miles '
of track and rebuild 530 feet of bridges which had been deatroyesd

by the Rebels during their invasion of Hiddle Tennessee.
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2 0. 2., Series I, Yol. XV, pt. II, 3G4. 2
25 Ibid., 339. :
26 JIbid., 354. By this time, the Fortress Hosecrans garriszon had

boen reduced to five infantry regiments (the i2th Indianz Cavalry
iEis;rz:runtefJ, the 6lst Illinois, and the 3d, 4th, and 29th
Michigan), and three batteries (Battery D, lst Michigan Light

Artillery, the 12th Ohio Battery, and the 8th Wisconsin Battery),
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ASPERDIX A

{IST OF BLOCKHOUSES AND THE REONMAEHDRD GARRISONS TO PROTECT TEE
IEE

L]
RASHVILIE AND CHATTANOOGA RAIIROAD EETWELN HASEVILLE AND 'CEATTARDOGA

s fooglity Troons
1 Ki.l.l Cl"eek Fo. l-lti.lncoinnu ss s ssaustatgias ad e ae gad BC

£ Hlll Creex 5o, 2-..,-.-.-.1.t;-pc.i...n.-.t.o.-.-.o.-t 30
3 -uq.ill C—I‘Eﬁ:{ Eb- 3.-.-'Io'l-l'iii'!-'I-i|'l-|l'---l|--i-'li'|'1" 31:

5 Murrieane Creek (one-half =mile north of la Vergne)...- 20

5 Bridge near SHYTDAsssserscssrssasssosvessnsssasssenecse 30
& Stewart's s o s S e i e B S o A BT 30
7 Overall's Gr-r.?'mk..-....-......................u--.....- 30
8 Stone's River (Fortress ROSeCrans).sssssssssvsessscssss 150
9 Stone's River (3 mlles south of Marfreesborough).ccecss L0

15 Bel.l Bﬂ‘.“.‘klﬂ crﬁﬂk.-.----v---4-q.-.-------n-----n-.-;-- 25

11 Cr'eﬁk ﬂﬂﬂ—‘ha'l_f -ni.lﬂ' mrth of xirt:’aﬂﬂ---ifllliiiiiilti 1':'

12 - Wartrace CreeX.cescsssssssssssssssssascasnsansssssnsses 30
13 Garrison's FOrKecosssssesssansanssssssarsssssassssnans 50
IR TR s . - L s G e e A S e s AN N R R s 40
15 DMorman's Creek (Normandyjcessssecscescassssscesnsracss 30
16 [Plock-house should be erected, I think, between (30)

Normandy and Poor Mzn's Creek, though none 1s

projected by the engineers,/

-




ug,

Lad
o ]

Foor Han's Creek (one-half mile south of Tullahoma).,
ighf:nul-:i be bleock-house betwezn Poor Han's Creek and
Taylor's Creek. The road through a forest, All
trains stop for wood, ard is the worst place for
i gaerrillas on the whole rozd, and the distance is
too great from Poor Han's Cresk to Elk River to
admit of patrolling the road with safety,/ |
[Taylor's Creek (Water Tank) only water bétween
Decherd and Tullahoma, Mot osrojected by engineers,/
bod L PR Rt e e S R e e e Tl
Bolling Fork of Elk River (CoWan).cssssssssncssssssse
Trestis {1 milo north of T-ntalon)eisesessssasivsasn
Trestle (one=quarter mile north of Tantalon)eeessesss
Bridoe and station Fantalon).ciisassoiseasarsssintes
Crow Creek (south MRS lon) s ssasstsa i it taget
L e i i D C R S
a---d"-'-"q-tnqlI----ra--q-1.--r-------nnanuu.-a---sar---l-
"‘-fd'c‘""."l"ll""l"'iill“i'llili!l"..i.‘.iiil"i
: 2
Crow Creck (south of Anderaon)..cessassseanssasssnsss,

DIT traztle {Sﬂuth of fﬂﬁl&l"&(}n:‘g..o-;:n-fnqvin'a-ilaii

.

Crow Creek (south of AnDASroon)..seessssscncssrdsonens

ii#'dﬁtiiiiiliiltilnuntlirlq-iaici---r-rloalpi..--qccng

30

20
20
20
20
20
20
10
30
30




Swamp trestle...*...,...,.......,t.............‘.4..
Crow Ci'*ee‘;{..............-..............“....“.....
Crow Creek (three—quarters of a mile from Stevenson)
Cresk (1 mile east from 1T v 0 S ey o IS LIS S
Widow's Greek...,....;...........;...4...,..........
Tennessee RHiver, main brddpe, Bridgeport.cscesnsssnss
Tennessee River, east bridge, Eridgeport..¢.;........
WY FreatlOsinsiireosnsrnnsnnssnnsansasvensssssioses
Hickajack Creelk {one-quarter of 2 mile wast of
Ehelﬂ_ﬂzxﬁmd].“..-"“....u........-.“”-....u.n
Cresk (one-eighth mile east of Shellmound)...........

Ir:*_‘jr t-TEEtI_e ':i'iﬂrl"e';‘fs}fioln--o-it-----nt-tq;ainnnuni-a-

Eonning Water (one-hslf mile west of dhiteside’s) .., .

Iﬂﬂkﬂut cr&eklitqliqi--l.tilflllb-i-ai‘-lniilitailtii

Gh&it—ﬂmﬂga Greekt.-'li1-1.1ll:l.ivi!.llil.u.iiiiqtill-

idseaddaa

100
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APPERDGY B

ORDER GF DATTIE

COHFEDERATE OPERATIONS AGAILST FCRITRESS ROSECRANS
Decexmber 2-16, 1864

Contederate Forces :
Forrest's Command -- Hajor General Nathan B, Forrest,
Buford's Division - Prigadier Gerneral Abraham Puford,

Esll's frigsde - Colonel Tyres N. Tell,
Zd Tennessee Czvalry - Coi, C.  R. Barteau,
15th Tennessee Cavalry - Col. &, N. Wilscn,
20th Tennessee Cevalry - Col. R. il. dussell.
Zlat Tennessee Cavalry - Col, J, Hewsom,
Hixon'a Tencesgsee Cavalry - Col., G. H. Mixon,

- Crossland's brigade - Colonel Edward Crossland.

__ 4 Eentucky Joanted Infantry - Col, G, A, ¢, Holi,

iy 7th hentuciy iounted Infantry -

E 3th Kentucky iMounted Infantry - Lt., Col. A, H. Shacklett,
12tn derfucky Cavalry - Col. W. W. Faulkmer,
Huegrls Eentucky Cavalry Esttalion -

1 - dackson's Division - Erigadier General william H. Jackson,

Armstronz's Trigade - Brigadisr General Frank C. Armstrong.
lst sississipoi Cavalry - Col, R. 4. FPinson.
2d “lsslssippl Cavalry - =3j. J. J. Perry.
28th ississipel Cavalry - Oz1. P. B, Starke,
callentine's Mississippi Gavalry Regiment -~ Lt. Col, W. L.
Eaxrell, -

e

Ross' Irigade - Erigadier Gensral lawrence 5, Ross.
34 Texas Cavalry - Li, Col. J, S5, Boggess,
6th Texas Cavalry - Col, J, Wharton.
Olh Texas Cuvalry -~ Col, T, . Jones.

27th Texas Cavalry - Col. E. R, Hawkins.

irtillery
Morton's Tennessee Battery (6 guns) - Capt, J., #. Morton.




3 -‘.

B . Batels Division - Major Generzl Willium B, Bate,

Smith's Hripade = Brigadier General Thomas B, Smith,
3%th Georpgla Infantry - Captain J. A, Sanders.
4th Georzia Sharpshooter Sattalion -~ Maj. T. D, Caswell,
2d, 10th, 20th, anmd 37th Tennessee Consolidated Indantry -
Lt. Col, #. H. Shy.

Finley's Zrigade - Colonel fobert Pullsck (w); Hajor Jacob

A, La=n,

1st amd 3d Florida Consolidated Infantry - Capt. #. H.
Ztrain,

fth Florida Infantry - Capt. A. HcFillan.

7th Florida Infantry - Capt. R. B. Swmith,

1st Florida Cavalry (diszount=d) and the 4th Florids
Infzntry Consolidated - Capt. G. H, Langford.

Jackson's Brigade - Brigadier Gensral Henry B. Jackson.
lst Ueorgia Confederate and the 66tk Georgia Consolidated
Infantry - Lt, Col. J. C. Gordon.
28th Georgia Infantry - Cept., J. E, Felton.
29th and 30th Georgia Consolidated Infantry - Col. W. D,

%f Hitehell.
- 1lst Georgla Sharpshooter Battalion - Lt. R. C, King,

5th Company, Washifigton Artillery (3 guns) - Lt. J, A,
Chalaron, i

Palmer's Irigade - Colonel Jdoseph B, Palmer,

&0th Rorth Carolina Infantry - Haj. J. T. Buff.

3d -and 1l6th Tennessee Consolidated Infantry - Lt, Col. W. R.
Butler,

23d, 2€th, and 45th Tennesssee Consolidated Infaniry - Col.
A. Searcy. '

32d Tennessee Infantry - .Col. J. P, Keluire,

S4th Virginia Infantry - Capt., W. G. Anderson,

€34 Virgzinia Infantry - it, Col. C. H. Lynch.

Fenner's Iouisiana Battery (4 guns) - Capt, C. E. Fenner,

Sears' Fricade - Brigadier General Claudius W, Sears.
4th Hissiszsippi Infantry - ¥=3. 7. 2. Felson,
~35th Hississippi Infantry - Col. W. 3. Barry.
36th Hississippi Infantry - Lit., Col. E. Erown,
3%th Mississippi Infantry - Cspt. E. G. Liles,
L&th #ississippl Infantry - Capi. J. A. Barwick,
7th Hisgissippl Infantry Battalion - Capt, S. D. Harris.
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; Frookhaven Mississippi Light artillery (4% gunc) - Capt. J. A,
: Hosking,
Clmstead's Frigade - Colone E"’arles 4. Olmstead,
lst Volunteer Ceorgia - Haj., M, J. Ford,
S4th Georgia Inta antry - Col, G. H, wm
57th Georgia Infantry - Lt f,l. C. 2. Cuyton,
63d Georgla Ini anlry - Capgt. k. J. Cravan,

Stones River
MNati
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Union Forces
Department of the Cumberland -- Hajor General George H., Thomas,
Distriet of Tennesses < Major Gensrzl Lovell H, Zousseau,

Defense of the Hashville and Chattanscoga Railroad - Kajor

General Robert :H, Zilroy.
; 1st Brigade - lrigadier Generzl Horatio P. Van iR il - ol
3 i3 Cleve,
5 €lst 1llinois Infantry - Lt, Col. D, Grass (o);
! Haj. J. B, Fulton, 223 ~
' 140th Indiana Infantry - Col. T. J. Brady. .
i 3d Michigan Infantry - Col. ¥. B, Houghton. iz
4th Michigan Infantry - Gol. J. W, Hall, -
i 23th Hichigon Infantry - Col. T. Saylor. :
i 8th Himmesota Infantry - Col, M. T. Thomas. _ 13 79 -
: 115th Chio Infantry - Col. T, C. Eoone. 1 4 174
r- 174th Ohio Infantry - Gol, J. S. Jones. 9. B8 -
8 181st Chio Infantry - Col. J. O'Dowd, 1 £ =
& Fortress Rosecrans - Hajor Frederick Schalts.
T | o : *Battery I, 1st ..ichigan Light Artillery -
= Capt. H. B. Corbin.
; *12th Battery, Ohio Light Artillery - Capt.
* ¥, Jackson,
' *8th Battery, Wisconsin Licht Artillery -
Capt. H. E, Stiles.
Unattached - :
177th Ohio Infaniry - Col. &. T. Wilcox. : - & -
176th Ghio Infantry - Col. J. 4, Stafford. - pa -
12th Indiana Cavalry (dismounted) - Col. E,
Anderson, : 1 11 -
13th Indiana Cavalry - Col. G. M. L. Johnson, & 34 -

13th Battery, Hew York Light Artillery (4 guns) -
Capt, L. Burdy. _ -
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