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2 -mpany K was on brigade guard. Hard for tue bovs, butl ‘(,1'-.~c3y(—/jT

stood it capitally.
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The 2nd and 3rd. Weather Cool. We reinein in cawmp. The

[#]

4lh. A grand review of troops LOOK Dlace Dy enersl rose-—
crans., Everbody adwmired tiie General’s wainly appsarance, and
felt confident that success would attend tue “Departument of
tne Cumberland’ whiile he led its hosts on to the battle
field,

The SthfdQuiLe a snarp little snow storm visited us to
day, maxing everything wear the appearznce 0£ winter. Frow
1 tuis tiwe up to tue 26th, nothing OuCuﬁ%Q, save tLue saue
routine of cawmp cuties, for&ging,&c.

The weather was fine and vleasant wost of the time and
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drilling went on lively. New winter clotiulng waes issued, and
otlier orevarations wade for tune winter campaign. On Curisi-
»  wes tue 73rd went foraging, and as usual Ol inlo a spirmishn
nhaving a very interesting dey of it, and returning after i
night equally we&ary and walCU—=WOIll.

On the worining of the 26th, tents were siruck and every

s -thing packed for wmarcning. The wagons containing tne tents

and most of the baggage, with the sick and convalescents, -i
|

were sent to Nashville, while.a few wagons, witli Head Quart-— |
: i
er tlings, cooxing utensils, Hospiteal &c, accoulpanied the %
regiment. v i ;EE
We camped near Lavergne that night and next day pro- { §-?
- @
ceeded toward lurfreesboro, driving tlhe rebels before us a- | gﬂ
i widst & arenciing rain. Next day oeing 3unday we rewmained inf %%ﬁ
| if
camp. Early on Monday however we were again on Lhe move, ana “J
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Lhiat niznt our lines were in close proximity Lo tuhose of
tnhe enemy. Tuesday the fight oegan. Sharvsuooting anda souwe
heavy cannonading was the order of the deay, and Negley’s
Division at one tiwe, pecame notly engaged. Wednesday morn-
ing tlhe battle opened early, wiih fearful, terrible fury,
and continued till the last beauns of day had gone. Today
the 73rd enters the hottest of the conflict. See her aag- -
vancing on tine foe. Her noble Colonel on foou, (having his
horse shot in the beginning of Lltie encounter, ) giving hero-
ic commands to nhis gallant men, who no less heroically obey
tliel.

Shie stands firmly,advances prowptly, loses some of her
bravest men, and is compelled to fall bacx for want of sup-
port, Dy the enemy’s superior nwupers. Twenty-four of her
nuwber were Killed, including two Cavlains, viz: ililes H.
Tibbitls of Company F, and Peter Doyle of Comvany H. Company
*K” lost sizx killed and five otiliers wounded, thne latter in-
cluding Orderly 3ergeant Reynolds, who was shiot in the head. .
Corporal Weston (Whe was a color guard, ) and privatles,
Augustine, Peterson, Stepliens, dlc Nally and Pecx were tlie

Killec.The glorious oldflag had nine bullet holes shot
turough its silken folds, and all tiie color guards, saove
the color bearer himself, D.C.Haaharbyjot Cowpany D, weare
suot dowi. : & i
The wen 2nd oifficers all welaved lixke veierans. Tue
73ra still liad o bDosibtiel in Front vy Lo tie Jrd of Jainary
1863, (wiieir LLe eneuwy wes forced Lo yield, ) bul she did not

bDecouwe actively encaszed azain witn the reoel hordes. The
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teauws which had started with the regiuwent on New Years uorn-—
ing early, were sent vack to Nasuville, and aid not cowe up

again for a week. The soldiers, poth during the tiue of the

-

pattle and until the teams caite up, endured all thoe hard-
ships of war, cold, rain, mud and hunger, but, lige the-
truest hearted, engaged in a noble cause, they 4did it with-
out a murmuar.

On the 8thi the tents were put up and the men were ag,'a.ingE
permitted to enjoy all tine couforts ot a soldiers life.

On tiie 9th we changed cawd, wiiere we now rewain omn the
15th. The regiwment has just returned from a reconnaisseance,
amidst rain, cold and mud. Our camp was vitchea on low
ground, and the heavy rain of last night and to day has com-
oelled wost of tlie tents to be rewmoved to a higher fouwi-
dation. We are near Murfreesbore, if 1 undersiaud Gistancé
and direction correctly, about-a wmile east. Since cowing, w
have bu;lt fortifications here, and are prevared to with-
stand a hieavy attack.: I must uit writing for the night and
20 over aild gét tlie mail.
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Some notes of travel, uere and tliere, more varticularly

——

personal than foruwerly, and relating largely to wyself, as

anl invalid and a convalescenygyxfber the LIloody  vattle of
Stone River, the 73rd worked uvon the sturdy fortifications
near th&bkfzﬁaon the side of Murfreeswvoro itearest Nashville,

until the 6ti of Avpril, wiien, in double guics, everything
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was vacsned, aild we started ou tie train for Nasuville.

‘Ine air was tull of rimwers zs Lo our destinstion, bdut f”







