MANUSCRIPT
SECTION

~ Letter from the Rangers.

RANGER'S HEADUARTERS, 6 miles from)
Bhelbyvills, Tennegses,
April 3d, 1863.
Editor Telegrachi——I write under & genial sky. 0ld Larch,

true to his character, played us many tricks on the weathar
question; but now since hes has gone, we wlll not write dark
recorda agalnst him, although hs ftentimes frawnaddupon us

and treated us with very great coldness. But we have bid him
farewell, and now we seek a friend more congenial with our
tastes, and certalnly ons mﬁrs calculated to make us comfort-
&ble. The o0ld month left us amid & o00ld storm of three days,
in which we experienced cvery phase of weather except the
agreeable. 7o add to our miserj, two very severe ¢,rosts
fell upon the peach and plum trees, which were in full bloosm,
and we feur that these delicious frults will fail thls suzmer
Should thls prove s0, it will be a serious calamlty to those
who have Ttut p&rtlal-crops or fail entirely from inapiliiy to
plant. April has opened up wost propioloualy,.but I fear it
is 100 bright long to last. In this most mixed and intensely
disagfeeable o7 all climatét, we cannot expect a long oon-
tlﬁuancﬁ of pleasunt weather, but doubtless it 1s &ll in our
ravor,'so far aos army movements are concerned, For the more
changeable, the greater impediments are thrown in the way of

the anany'u'ady&nce. I cannot now say that all 1s quiet
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along the front, for we have had briask and heavy skirmisying
for three days. Several or.oﬁr regiments are having an ad-
vanos camp around Unlonville, and from that point they scout
&nd g0 out to the picket atand sugjcessively. On Tuesday,
Col Ferrill took abcut half the companies and ecouted on the
pike to Eaglevilie, which 1a 9 miles from hls camp, and 7 from
Triune. About ome mile this slde of Eagleville, his advance
came upon the pics<ets of the enemy. He drove them in and
pregeling them 80 closely they could not form in town, where
they fall back upon thsir first reserve, &all th&ra Joining

in the rear. He pursued taem vigorously some tLwo miles be-
yond, until they met u l.rge bbd: of thelr troops. His

force belng small, for a portion had been sent on forage

- guard, he deemed it prudent here to arreat the pursuilt and
fall buck slowly, kecping uﬁ a brisk skirmish; But they seemed
not dispoesed to folliow him, doubtleas suspectling & trap. It
was Jqulte & brisk affalr, as we captured gome 6 or 7 prison-
ers and three mortxlly wounded and several others slightly.
5everai capturcs of norses, guns, &, were also made; but
belnyg "mounted infantry," they haud no side arzs. I am sorry
to aay.ihnt ¥e were not as fortunate as usual, for Richard
Burgef,'privats in company D, received a eevefa flesh wound
in the left thigh, and A. ¥. Thaxton, eompany'x, 8light in
right thigh. It was not known whut the object of this ad-
Vanos'tas'bn the part of thé'enemy, although ih h#d xnown
that hé‘hﬁd & lerge forca #i Triune. It was éxpeutéd that
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on bnalﬁaxt day he would give us some rlghting. 'Gonaéquenn-
ly, Capt. ®. R. Joermon tooZ hia squadron, ocompanieas P and C,
and early naataned to the front. In the viclalty of Zagle~
ville, hls advance, composged of 13 picked men, under Lt.
Blacsburn, cume upon the abolitlon advsnce of tanrse. Charyg-
ing upon them, they fell buca upon 13 and they upon 30,

and our gallant Lieutenant leading his dozea boldly.upon
then, they too wars thrown into confusioa and dsashed back

Lo thelr main force. Mkeeting with a oheok, he ordercd his
men iato & position for skirmishing, aand then rér two hours
and & half, th.t herolc little band not only checked thelir
advance, but held them in check. The squadron wag in a
positlon to observe all the movsuents of both parties.

~ The enemy had & brigsds of infunt:sy, a regimesnt of cavalry and
& battery, all drawn up in line of batile, and a wpost im-
poaing si ht it was té ge: thelr blue uniforms o adalrg,dbly
oasaed, and taeir bayonsts glistening in the brisht sun.
They first endeavored 1o send their cavalry forward 2s skir-
mishers, but thase mst with reisitance; then they came on
foot, but with no better success. Thus, agalnst such over=
whelmin, odds, did our boys hold thelr position until ths
battary 07 the ensmy shelled the wooda furiougly, and they
were Compelled to retire. haé bravely did they akirmish and
wlth_i@ch Coolness eand audéeas; that Capt. Jarmon hasg sent up

thelr names to Gen. Fharton for promotion. Cdtton, of com=
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pany G; was also with him; and not satisfied with that suc-
ceaful affair, he recalned beh,nd till nightfall and getting
into their lineg, he went up to an infantiry encacpment and
finding the wagon yard outaide of the camp ground, he caute
dously approached and loocsing the halter from tie wugon

brought out a eplendid mule in safaty. Although inflicting sme exrious
damage upon the enemy, y&t Wo met with no casualty. It was
expected that to day we would have gome warm work. At 4 o'clock
the bugle called up the regiment, &nd by daylight Col. Ferrill
:&allouding hisz d=ngers and the *1llth Texas” agaln to the
front. Some com:uissaries and forsge were to be brought out

and he deteramized to have them, if it wus necesaary t3 fight

for them. Indesed, all our forsge for some tlze has come

from disputed tersitory. We hive not yet he=zrd the result. .
We are utlerly at a losz to divine the meaning of ®0ld Rose.*
He his received at tHashville a large lot of fine ambuluncea
for us. We only ask a chance tu yst they for we astand
greatly in need of puch luxuries; but he may not deliver them
U, prouptly. His movement on tals pike may be only & :
feint to cover up some otaer one of groater lmportancs. How-
ever it may De &n onwurd movement towards Tullahoma, Three
monthg have passed gince the battls of Murfreesboro', &and

he hus made no advance, and indeed nay not intend to 4o so

by tnis;route.' Doubtless a’te: days will determine something
here. f@en. ¥harton is now ﬁaking arrangoments to go upon &
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four f&ékia soout. Perhapl:two of his re_iment will remain
here rdr picket duty. <The Rangers go with him, We ars making
preparation for a long tour. Ws go first in the vicinity of
Leganon. Our duties will depend upon the sovementa of both
the ensmy and our own forces. I ahall not be surprised if we
&° L0 Kentucky before seving the wayona again. The srring ies
now opening besutifully and the cavalry must go 1nto wore
active service. We cannot forage in this reglion, and it is
negessary Lo seek green pastures 6laewhera. Hauving enjoyed so
long a calm, we cannot reasonably expeot rest muoh longsr. The
next sixty dayes will, doubtless, develope immense oOpersations
on the part of our enemy. Should he succeed in hils flendish
~208ign8 upon us--should he succesd in-rataining those already
- in his aray, and also in filling up itae decimated ranks by the

v, gouseript law--he may f.gten this strugzlie upon ue for many

monthg; but, should the Lord of Hosts vouchsag,e his presence
with our armles and His blessing upon our arms, wa may, within
this time, glve the death blow to all hls hopes and break the
boasted power of nis imsense armles, both upon land and sea.

¥e have only to be falthful to our nigh trust, do our duty and
_depend upon divine aild, &and I Belleve we will yet aee soon the
dawninga of the end. The great peace bubble; which ths Northwest
inflated go greatly, seems to have bust, and although we ghould
ndt jeﬂIQOapaLr of some results from that quarter, yat.malnly

our é'h brave hedrts and strong arns,



with Guc;d‘a bl.ﬁsslr.g, cust brlﬁg us Le&ce,

o ﬁsra, herevofors, negleated to say that the Hasonlo
brothierhood 1in our resizent have rejular communications. The
dispensation for ®"Terry's kilitary Lodge, U. D., of Ancient,
Frev and A0cespted Lasons" was granted by E. %. 3uz Kather,
- CGrand Hagter, of the Grend Lod,e of Texas, August 9th, 1883.
The organizatlion meetlng was hela in the Easonic Hall, at Spar-
ta, Tean., Hov., 13th 1882. Comcunications have been held in
iriune, Berlln and Unioaville, alsc om high hills and low
vallliea, 1n th: vicinity of Yurfreeaboro! and Shelbyviile.
The officers of tiie Lodgc are, viz: Brothers €. X. Stribling,
%.M.; Loen Baraet:, 3, #,; A. C. Bakar, J. ﬁ;{ A. L. Stéale,
Tressurer;. B.. F. B&%-ohél.., er, Sesrstary; J. F. Eiller, S. Ds’
Gustave Cddkg'--.l-';-"--;bl., Jo 3. Btewart, C. 5. Dodd, Stew&rds, TR
Bs ht;rey, Tylers ~The pumbdsr of aj;licationa have been & bcﬁﬁ“
tairty, azd of i.itmtions about fifteen, about half ths lat-
Ler are officers. The Order geews very popular in the regi-
ment. Inculcating us 1t does, universsl benevolense and
unbounkied charity and enscurylng every moral snd soclal vir-
tue, =hiich introducea pusace ‘aad pood will emong manxind, it
recoummends itself to tlhie phiiantaropist, the patrolt and the
‘christian. ‘

Fraternally yours, . R. F. B.

: ' April 3, 1863.
Ieaterday morning the Rﬂnﬁerﬁ etartad early for tha tront
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S8oon after passing through Sngletllle, they omxe upon ab-
olition pickets and drove them in, when they tock a turn at
sxirmiéhlnu, inflloting upon the ensmy zoxe dansge. Our orly
casualty waa the wvoundlng of Clem N. Basseti, Co. H, badly
through the left hand. E. J. Pitts, Co. C, had hls horse enot
and nhis ourtrldga box cut from his body by a ball., This was
rather clcose for comfort, but he was very fortunat: in escap-
ing--1it geems that the-oncmy was out in full foroe with a
brigade of infantry, two regiments of cavalry and a tati=ry.
Be hzd hie forces sgplendidly cdlsplayed, eand all gecmed

ready for the advance, But Col. Ferrill determined to check
th+t gome. Having with him the Rangers and the llth Texas,

he lhrew out hia flankers aund siirmlshers along a line of

. five miles.  They suprosed that the whog e country was full
-~ of rebels Irom such a diaplay, and vory 20.a changed thelr

base and put back for Triune. Fellowlng thex as fer as he

‘desired, he returned,

%o have no new dav:slopemente to-day. Gen. Zheridan
esld a few days ago upon the gireets ¢f Triuna that he had besn
interruptsd in his plana since the Texas Rangers had come on
this pike,-But they would goon be gone to some other polnt,
and then.he would have his own way agaln, Y¥Ye intendéd e
walk over the cavalry they ﬁould leave to picket. The people
all aldng the road are ralaiﬁg the same 0ld ory, *"The Rangers
are golng away, and the Ianieaa will be upon ﬁn agalne=—
¥e feal perfectly secure wh&ntihey are on the rfont.i It is




& ruct. Lh«t thelr prezences 1&;1:‘&5 nore nonfidanca among the
peopls, brings mors terror to the enemy, and ylth leass deprad-
atlion, than any other cavalry in the Arcy of Teanesseec. Thay
linve mads a'brilliant record in this wur, and each day adas
plory 1o taeir fa2me,
- We havz juct heard of anothsr falthgjul and gallant

CO&Iﬂdﬂ, #0 has fought hils last battle and rests in reaca,
Je D. Palmer, Co. H., w25 vounded at Hurfreesboro last July.
He wag lefﬁ ther2 =2nd nuraed with all t.,;0 devctlon of which
the novle ladles of that now cppreéaed city oculd bea,iow.
-He remsined for some weeks ccnfired to his room, and weg not
dlacoversd by the Yunkeeg, althcugh after getting up, walking
thie sireets amony them and hearling them talk, yet ccuticus in

13 noveuents and words. At length, beinyg ready to travel; he
setarted for the South in charge of tro ladlssg, who conducted -

iz out of durfreecbore', and Xert hlm until cur arwy begaln
the march into Xentucky. He then startsd to Jein hisz regiment.
ALV Lltapmont the Yenkseg got aftcr hin,--rfallling, howev:.r, 0
reach the regiment before it h=d gons to CGrzen river, he
returned to Hurfr:eeboro!, and was there awalting the return
from the Zentucky ocanpaign. He was'again wounded oa Mondeay,
before tne greet fight at Hﬁrfrée;boro'. and sent South. Be-
ing at his fether's house, and attended by the loved ones at
honme, ho had recovered and vaa ready to atart back and Join us
again, but being attacked bj smal‘ pox, he was goon Qut down

and no more will he answer at roll ocall, or atand among hia ooR=




rades ;h& battle for his ccuntry. It seexzs hard thut one
O nobia and go brave should fall from discage; Dut it is
God's will.

¥e have also heard that R. Cacpbell, Co. B, dled at
Fairfileld, Xarch 2éth. He %28 left tnere, and, as I leurn,
dlsd very unsxpestedly znd suddanly.

It gives me pleoasure to aaj what the health of the
rogiment has improved within a weeX past.--#8 have now no
gerioualy 11l in carmps. Those asnt South were doing well at
last acoounta. | .

I have been permitted to preach quite regularly for

gcxe Sablulds past. Situated as ws are, but little good

- geeas aocomplish:4 in the arzy. Everything about war 1is

- antiyonletic to 8 growth in grace. Bat we ¢an only sow the

ssed, and trust in Jod for the horvest. Ye knos th.t many die
in the triumphs of faith, and tods should eimulate us to
sreatsr effort. I how endsavor to preach at the wagon

traln in the mornlag, and o out to too front in the evening.
Feuld ouwr Christian frisnds at home lock upon 6ur congreg-
étion, all aaated:upon the sround, and listening wiwh fixed
attention to”ths Gospel, 1t would cheer. thelr QEarﬁe and
anoourage tﬁém to pray more enrnﬁénly for the_éontefaion and
salvation of thelir atsent ones. I belicve mﬁr’u of us will
meest 1n Heaven.' Tha chaplains in tﬂis'arﬂy arg ondeavoring

r.—

to secure & aup,l,r of raacu.*g aatter Br the aoldlara.‘ Plana
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are -xoc d'n Ioot which will geocure this wost desiretle otject.
e ha*ié been &lmoal entirsly deflolsnt in rellglous readly
slace the retrscat luast s;‘;rmg._ CGur mlgrating ocordition
causes tils misfortune. bBut =e nops for & Lstier Cay in the
reil lous d-partment ln the Aarmy of Teniessec. ilay God yat

revive hls work among us! R. F. B.

TRE TRI-WEEKLY TELZGRAPH, May 1, 1863.
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MA’\'J(‘?""IIQ * :
SECHON AC. No.

_ Allxnndrla. Tenn, - ;
" april, 13th, 1863. )
Editor felegraph: =During our lsst few days on the left

411

wing we had daily skirmishes with large forces of kho enemy .
sut this was too monotonoua for ¥harton's brigade. An
expedition of more peril and daring was on foot in the direoc-
tion of Lebanon. Cn Sunday, the 5th, tae Rangers t00ok up the
line or.marah. The wagon train was left in camp near Shelby-
vilie. The old fealmtnt, including those on dcfachcd service,
numbered about 500. The day was olear and =mild, and all wers
in bucyant'apirita. Ia paas via ¥Wartrace to Fairrleld, bivouac
near by for the aight., Honday morning at daylight findg us all
in read&neék, and soon the column 1s in motion, accompanied by
¥hite's battery, oommanded by Lieut., Arthur Pue. OJur road lies
through narrow, but beautifuli?alleya and romantioc hills.
Everywhere the farmers are busy with the implements left them
in preparing for planting. About 11 o'clock we reach Pocahontas,
twenty~eizht and a half miles from Shelbyville., Thls Tennessece
town muat be notlced. It conslats of four oross roads, & small
tree afandlng at the point where they interasect, and upon it
there are four gulde boards,'all turned upside down. Near by
stande a frame house about fifteen feet lquaru,lwith the weather--
boardlnb &11 torn ort 1h13, with a farm houae about 300 yards
distant, compose a&ll the improvements. : :

Our stay =aa brief. rhence 8ix miles to Jaakaboro' where
we taxe thc Smithfield road, tuo miles, and spend the night.

fe havc thus far oarrled our toraga in the -agons.



It 1a rumored that the aboliticniasts are in strong foroe
in our front and presasing Col. Spith'a regiment. We send
foerward reinforocements, but they retire, and all is quiet.

Building camp firea for broiling meat, and also for
ocomfort, our encampzent makes & Deautiful appearance &t night.
It 1s frosty and very chilly for April.

Tuesday morning all are saddled up and ready to march by
sunrise. Eight miles bring us to *Blugh's,® on the Foodbury
and koiinville road. Here we are joined by Col., Butler's lst
£y., Col. Crew's 24 Ga., Col. Malone's llith Ala., end Col.
Smith's 4th Tenn. %e are directed to await orders. About
one 0'0l00k the united command starts for Liberty. After
travelling about nine miles, we are ordersd to right-sbout and
retrace our steps. -Intelligence ia recelved by Gen. Wharton,
&t doidinville, that the aboliticnists &are in heavy force at
Liverty, sixteen miles from *3lugh'a® The 34 Confederate and
11th Texas, which preceded us one day, had been attacked and
"forced to fall back beyond Snow'sg Hill, It was not deemed
prucdent to venture forward thig evening. sundown brought us
baock to ®"3lugh'se.® without rationa or forsge, &nd in a region
entirely eaten cut, 1t ia very poor at beat, but cavalrymen are
acoustomed to such fare, and hence make the most of 1t.

Bext morning finds us in the same ocondition, and avaiting
orderi. About noon iaj. Goé. vheeler and Brig. Gen. ¥harton
came up, and we move forward in the direotion of Liberty.

Road 1& rough and very hilly. MKen are hungry and horses very
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S e . mamcath lthantw _ sltetacan mitlas o f1unat aftar
dark, and here, interseoting the plke leading to durfreecs-
ity PUEESE U SR SRR B SN mmpm ant®t Paisw milas and Aomn

about nine o'olock,

"hia 4a & moat besutiful country and highly oultivated,
Kow, it was evident an expedition of some import was on
saddle again, Moreover, to-day all ungulvabie Oorass ana
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after noat of ths horses hed alresady gons alxty hours on tsn
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hglf ita nuaber to hunt up and bring in forage on horseback,
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been eaten pluz out.® Two union men in the neighborhocd had

one of the houses indicated. Adj't John H. CIalbornl was
dot&iled to 30 up to the house and inquire if 2 certaln man



svening, miss,® _

foung Lady == Good day; strenger.

AdJt. = Does Kr., Elisha Griffin live here?

Y. L. = No, stranger. Aln't no sich man in these parts.

Adjt. -.(1ooking &t paper with name on it:; Young Lady
at Pspa, on bed breathing hard) -- ¥Well, Ellas Griffin, then.

Xs Lo == 29.: he l1ives here.

AdJt, == %Where is he at?

Y. L. == In bed; maybe on his death bed. :

Adjt. == Ah! very sorry. Has he got any thing to feed
horses on:?*

Y. L. = (ocoming towerds Adjt. with handq up, saying) --
Stranger, he 1ls got a l1little plle of corn, & mighty 1little
plle. Plesse let us keep that. 8ixteen gals in family,
and no more as ten barls of corn. Segranger, 1f you take that,
we will gtarve.

AdJ%. =— Well, madam, I can't rob a vomaﬂ, if her
brothers are fighting to rob my family. Is that &ll you have
got?

Y. Lo = That's so, shure and gartain.

let Adjutant to repors his proceedings to the others,
a!liting with Jaded and hungry steeds. In the mean tine tha
old gentloaan 1n bed lookad thc pioture of death, gacping and
groanlng as 1: aeapairing any longer or the pleasures of earthly
blisc, but -eenn rather tenaoloue of having thc sllver oord

rtnt in tt:ln.
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thi Parson, displeassd a little at our 11l succeass, hears
& nolse of talking at the darn, and, ocming cloaser, diseovers
Confsderate soldlier, and hears the voice of the 0ld women. He
Rakes a proposition to examine further into the zatter, express-
ing a doudbt as to the truthfulness of the statement made by the
Unionliata. AdJutant, agreeing, got down and went intoc the barn.
Loud talking by the old tomnh, and simpering of young ones, of
whom four were pfisont. Confederate soldier, deaf to all
entreaty froa young ladies and threats from o0ld woman, with big
stick, was about to oome & innkec trick by opening the look of
door by n&iﬁ foroe. , |

Adjt. == Gents, hold on, and let us all reason together.

Conf. 8oldier. -- The old gal reasons with a stick. See
it there. (Eying a huge hickory, the old lady standing with
back to the door and faoing the foe.)

AdJt. = Good evening, madam. (0ld zal made no reply.
Young ladles orowd around, discover brass buttons and cap,
a8k 1f he 18 an officer.) How muoh corn have you?

The gals get away, and cld lady orowds towards me.
Confederate soldiers make & move for the door, and old lady,
with aotion not sulted to her years, resunes her original
poaltion on the defensive. ;

Old Lady. = As God is my Jjudge, we ain't got truok
onough to keep loul and body together. :

Ath. - ¥ell, madam, if I am permitted to see, I can
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asaur-'you that not a man h&r' shall touch your corn, and I
will give you a safeguard unfll & letter c&n be gotten froa
Gen. ¥harton.

Heslitating, he started clcse up to her atick, which
seered 1in awkward poeition for the gimple purpose of support=-
ing the infirmities of age. HRetreating &and executing a flank
movement, he could see nothing, and sc told the 0ld lady,
unlsss he had a light, -

0l4 Ledy. -— You can have A sandle, and loock through the
oreck. ; : .

Exit gal after the light. Taking the candle, he looka
thrgugh & smzll coreck, and sees a small amount of corn. Hadanm,
is this all?

- 0. Ls == That's all, stranger; &and now it's near on to
forty years me and the old man's been one, and I helped o
make 1T all, until the gals got blg enough %o help.

Adjt. =-- Hadam, I am better posted in affairs than that.
Bhere are Jim and Pete? '

0. L. = (Hesitsating) =- They are in Jur army.

AdJt. =- ih ! Which do you ocall our army? (No reply.) =
Kadan, your boys are in Bill Siokes' Tennesaee Federal
Cavalry; (No reply.) And they are deily rabbing women  ;
and children. They steal nlggers, horses, bacon, burn, '
pillago and destroy, and take ladies! wnrdrobas. Hedaz, I
feel 1t By bounden duty to reolproo;tc their tavnra as r.r

as posnibln. 1 nuat have sono eorn. ¢ -




: dia lid;'iith hickory ;t 45 degrees. Ker face
sssuzes the facs of an enraged panther, saying, %You muat
walk over my dead body.?®

Ysung Lacdles, all together, - Stranger, stranger,
if you take that corn, then we beg you to kill us.

Tears streaming down thelr cheeks. Hardest of hearts
melt. Boldest of plans defeated Dy such mature strategy.
Exit Aajutant, with Confederate scldiers close at hand, and
0ld lady scalling for safeguard. :

Horses were unfed that night. %¥hilst the 014 lady
with her big stick, dying o0l1d zan &né orying gels haunt our
dreams through the night, '

Sequel. Upon inquiry, we find the 0ld man =xas driving
& wagon all that day, Bauling away the cora. Gals were
borrowed from the neighbora for the purpose. The old man
had only five in family, viz., himaelf, o0ld woman, hiockory
atick, and the aforesaid bdoys in the Yankee army.

A portioa of the regiment got no rorage.'and but few
had any provision. It was midnight before ready for sleep.
Our Srigede is comnanded by Col. Thomas Harrison, and ls
oonposed of the Rangera, llth Texas and jd Confederate, lst
Kentuocky and White's Battery. Col. Crews ocomaands 24

'Gaorgla, hth Tenneaaee, and 153th Alabama. This Divlalon is
'oonnnnded b: Gen. iharton. "One of Horgan's Brigades, com-

landad by Col. buke, consisting of thrte raginantn &nd 'y

batter:, is bchind us near_Liberty. Gen. fhaoler command-
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the whole. lrhc Yankees havﬁlpaased before us a few hours,
the infantry end artillery going to Kurfreesboro' and the
cavalry to Carthage. They had eome 1,000 in all. Thursday
morning our Regiment leads the 3rigade, and passing through
thig place and on within 5 milea of Lebanon where we camped,
Col. Duke's Brigade comes up after dark, &nd soon the oommand
1 nassed. ¥e pass through & beautiful country to-day, and
receive a glorious weloome by the ladiees as we advence. Ko
soconer is u'camp ground seleoted than detalls are sent out
for bread and forage. We had understood that ¥Wilson county
had 20,000 bushels of corn for rharton's srigade, and much
provision. KOw was our time of need, and such a gift would
be moat propiticus, ¥e soon found sbundance, and for the
first time this week cur camp was supplied,

The Jenerals have headquarters at Lebanon. Being very
tired we tried to get some rest, but it waa emphatically a
night of orders and preparation for gome grand movement. At
3 o'clock the bugle roused us, znd in a few moments sounded
for saddling up. The whole command was s0om in motioﬂ, and
day found us &t Lebanon. It was now the query whither we
were golng. The destination of the expedition was & matter
known ;hly'to the Generala‘obmmanding. - cdi. Duke's
Brigadé halﬁeé in town, and wharton's two Brigades baased
on down the Hashville pike, and oircunstances seemed to in-
dicate a tour to Kentucky. Onward we moved greatly to the
‘astonishment of the inhebitants, for had one risen froa the

Ex



dead théy would @carcely have been more :urpriied than to
sse Confederate cavalry on the high way towards Nashvllls.
But thelr actions plainly declared that they were with us
in sentiment. Along the pilke we see large wneat flelds,
and ccneiderablse préparation for planting cora.

There is no destruction of fencee until within &« few
miles of the Hermitage, where the work 1as complete for a
good dlstance. éut the citizens have built in plsces and
are trylng to raise bread. Although there 1s sosrce any-
thing left to work the land with, for the last Yankee raid
dwept &ll the horses for miles. They are mounting infantry
and pressing hcrses every chere, pretending to have
captured them from our army. %¥e halt awhile about 1l
o'clock, then move forwerd at a brisk lope. Just before
reacalng the Hermitzge our train iz packed and guarded by
a regiment, Yhewler and ¥harton lead Cols. Harrigcon and
Crews'! BSrigades, &nd leaving the pike Just this side of the
Herulitage, twxelve mileﬁ from kashville, we strike for the
Cumberland river in a dashing style. Heanwvhlle, Col. Duke's
Brigade pasuves farther down the Hasnville pike to plcket
and guard 1t. This ia the route our ocavalry fbllowad last
fall when golng into Kentucky, and se sll felt assured that
thls was our destination. We hoped in a fow days to tread
oncs 20re "the dark and bloody ground* Passing within
sight of the abot where thé llbn—haarted 0ld hero sleepa in

his grave, and around his magnificent plantatlbn, we passed
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through & nost besutiful and highly oultivated section for
geme eight nilee, when our &dvancs rﬁabhad tse river at
Sayne'z landing, ten 2iles from Rashville., The Rublcon was
sreerins by our rcct,.but it =7aa net t¢ be corussed. The
battery conmanded by Lieut., Pue was adzirably mugked, and
the advanco rogiments were dlemounsed end placed in ambush
for the doen train fron Loulsvills., Sc adrlrably wac the
vorik executed that the gentinels whe were raclng the rail-
road bridgze end the Yenkees cccupying the stockede, never
éisgovered cur presence, The railracd here runs aleng the
river benk.~- After reemining about one &nd & kalf hours
the freight train comes rushing deen. Lieut, Puc opens his
battery and the first ghot &isxbles the engine, &nd ssveral
others-gaks-it & wreeck. In the ﬁeantlma, the dlsmiunted
ren pocr velley after velley into the cars, wounding and
k$ilinz the horses #nd cattle wboerd. It ceems they ware
shipping horses for mounting infantry. From the disturbanoce
econg the dumb animsla great destruction must have been

the result. -

R, F. B.

THE TAI-$EEYLY TELEORAPH, July 28, 1263.
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' SECTion  AC. N

Letter from the Rangers

e

Texas Rangers! Caap, kear)

spam. Tenn., May 1lath, 1353.;

Editer Telexraph:——Though stirring and glorious news comes
to us from our brethren in arms on the goll of the old Dom=
inlon, atill all 1s yet quliet 2long our linss., Ere tnis date
we had aupposed that some momentous events would have trang-
pired up this way, butl so far all hopes have been-dlaap;oinhad,
and all prophecies are unfulfilled. Any day, however, the
storm may burst uponus;and, Oh, ter:1ibly will the iron hall
pour upon the ranks of our devoted srmy! Hay the God of battles
cover our heads when the hour of conflict comes! Our trust
18 1in Him, and to Him do we louk for the victory. Situated
as we are, little newe reaches us,.and we goarcely know what
is 50133 on in the ocutalde world; -Col..Harriaon‘a brigads,
except the Rangors' batt=ry, 1is now at Liberty. The last
courier frum lLiim bricgs word that the abolitionlsts have &
mouatad trigade at Labunon, although 1in sreat fe&r of an at-
Lack, -It 1s reported by our scouta, who have taken a view
of durifressboro, within & few deys, that no tenta are visible.
This confirms a rerort that Rosecrans had s-nt all such bag-
¥8ge back to Nashville, and he may intend a forward movement
o uoﬁa kind fery soon. One thing 1s wery certalas, our cav-
ilry hunt seek other qunrzeft shortly. All #1ong our front
_ tho forsyes a?o'canaumed. %o ere here to reoruit. In doing

£
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this n&ééssari -ork.we lrolﬁhullné corn about forty miles.
&baut‘halt of the regiment ;re cantliaually out as escorts or
on soouﬁs. We some days have ten ears of corn for our horses,
and frequently wsithout any. How the cavalry oan remala here

I know not; for weekxs they have been oonsuming ths bread which
the people need for existence until the new crop oomes in.

bBut that is & long tize off. The corn is Just oonlng'up and

a good orop is planted. Ihnldrﬂin senerally looxs'tell, end

a few ;;cxn will soon bring in a suiily of new flour, and this
will aupply'the com:issary department. '

There 18, too & good prakpact for frult of all kinds. For
ten days we have had gloumy, wet, chilly weather, very dise-
gresable for camps; but it falred oif without rrﬁat, and I may
say the winter is really over. The weather 13 clear, very
#3rs during the day and chlilly during the night; but upon the
whole pleas.nt. The health of the regiment is wkost excellent,
there being no severe case of sickness for some time. Maj.
Cook has been absent. for sone days with abcut one hundred and
Tifty me.:, guarding our forage in the neighborhood of Cansy
Fork, near vhere we crossed in returning from Alexandria. Cap=
taln Chrlstian ig across that stream on a aaout;‘und may bring
some micnxgema when he returns. It 1s sald that John H.
noraan'ia free once more. At any rate his comuand pagsed up
in ths ﬁelbhborhood of Livingston the other day, and we have
huard tﬁat he and Gen. Pegram have driven Col. Cartér,“the ren=

ecsde of Eaat Tennesses, across the Cumberland river. Col. C.
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had crossed over with 5,000 cavalry and was dbubtlcaa. on some
iaportant expedition, but hia plans have thus been frustrated.
The aboliltionists seem to have a longing eye upon East Tean—
essee, &nd unless we ars very viglilant they will yet gala an
entrance into th:.t region. Should this occur it will prove
0ol dlssatrous to our oxuse and weaken our army here.

Capt. Gordon, of the wﬁarton, gooute, has recently re=
turnsd from a porilous and daering scout into Kentucky. He
prooee&ed to Franklli: whnere he had an ambuscade for the train
on the R, & L, Rallroad. The plan wag 1lngenlously laid, and
would bhave proved zost successful had it not besn for the
treachery of some of the Union peorle who 1laformed the train
coxl g up froo sashville of the trap lald for then. Leaving

- the passengrs at Franklin they loaded up witlk goldlers and

run up to the designated spot, when the englns stopped and the
Federals De,8n to yell out the long train. His men were posted
benind trees along the track, some not over ten feet from
the cars. To retrest under guch oircumstances would be cer-
tala desth to his little party. There they held thelir position
nobly until they drewx the fire of the enemy, at the saue time
discnarging tnelr arms with deadly alm emong the foe. They
then an&de for thelr horses, which were tied in the rear, and
left the goene, An eye wiﬁneea says the enemy loat about 238
10 killed and wounded. But I regret to record his lose at

two klllad and 13 wounded. Among the killed was Roburt Crit-

_endan or the 1ltn ;exaa, thalr foracyr Sergt. uajor. He wags. .



a gnllanx soldier, and nis 1015 13 BRuch rcgrtt;sd. Henry
Graber; of the Rangera, was snct through the body and left
within a few mlles of the fight. He 1s with a xind and
irue famlly, and will receive every attantion.

¥ard, of tne llth Texas, wus also wounded.--Capt. Cor-
don then turned for the Cumberland and after meandering &and
many g#rrow QBOapea, for three geperate bodles of cavalry
were after him clogely, he reached £hc Dixie side of the
river. Kis scouts ars still in the cedar brakes, betwesen
Hurfrecsboro and Nasaville, &nd are laflloting'nuoh ducags
upon the en:my. About ten 68ys ago we vere much alarmed for
the aaf_et.,y of Gen. John A. ¥harton.

He was returnlug, with his starf fron-hia office 1a Bparta,
tc his quarters in the country. Riding a wild young animal,
he was brousht in collission with & large tres, whioh stood
in the cenire of the road. He was golng at full speed, and
the stroke was glanoing, else he would have deen lnstantly
killed. His left knee was very badly b}uiaad, and his foot
injured also., He has bean confined Lo hie bed for sbout a
week, but 1z oonvalescing quite repidly. Doubtless, in a
short time he will be in hia saddle &gain. God has very merc-
ifully spared his useful life, and we trust that he will be
¢ parmitbed to lead us upon tha toe, until hia power 13 broken
and we are free. -

Gen. ¥harton not only enjoys the oonfidonna of the nup-

trlor ofrlocra in nis army, but is very p0pular with his con-
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nand.irﬁis old‘brlgadn, thtoh wasa very large, 1s now a division.
Col. Harrison comuands our brigade, and sost of nls officers
are taxen from the Rangers. He will dcubtless ere long be
appointed Brig. Genersl. I zncw of no one of our Colonels who
1s better adapted for the position, or who can bring wore abe-
1livy into the discharge of its dutleg. Hie staff &t present
is ae followg: adj't %illiaz B, Bayers, Inspéotar General,; Lt.
B. F. Batchellor, (Co. C,) Ad)'t; Lt. George Deckerd, (Co.D.)
Ald-c¢e-Camp; Captain, C. B. Pearce, (Ranger C. d9.) C. 8. Dep't;
Captaln Douglas, (lst Confed) Q. H.; Tom C. Clay, Ordnaance De-
partzent. ‘

Captain Pearce tazes wita him Geo. P. Burke and J. 3.
Cowan. Thus anathsr'ﬁrlgadiep Starff goes up from the hangers.
But we s8till have a good asupply on hand.

J. F. Matthows, Co. X, who ®a8 ocaptured agy durfreesborc’,
and confined at Caxp Butler, near Sprxngriald, arrived saufely
a fsw days slnce.

He confirms the death of 5, L. Dennis, at St. Louis, and
J. H. %st, at Casp Butler. The latter was wounded at Bard-
#L0w7n lust guzser end left in Xaantucky. Eut zhen he had re-
govered from his wounds, he was carried to Camp Butler, whers
the odnflnament and cold weather brought upon him oohaump-
tion, and the opening 3pring found hls body ready for the
gra?a;- Théy wors btoth members of Co. X. Thus one after &n-
oiher‘of the regimsent 1s t&ken from szong ue, How many will
be tho”nlaalng 1iaks, when-;e tread egaln the goil of Texaa.

W O i S



But Lﬂtyai for our countrfﬁé; toox up arms add turned our baoks
upon dur flowery home, and the sacrifice must be made. To God
will tn bowy, Hsaven grant oonaolation to the many bleeding
neart.a who bitterly mourn nrt.hn miseing and the desd, and
way “od in loving kindnass, £111 with his presence and love,
the vacnums made in our onte haypy homea. The price of 1ib-
erty is costly, and yet meny more lives must be lald as a
sacrifice upon the altar of cur young Confederasy, before

she 1@ dlsenthralled from the bonduge of_an Northmen and hus
a rlace and name among the nations of the earth. The costlier
our inderendende, the more it will be appreciaited and the
heartier our thanks for its blessings. Whenever we ars worthy
of au&h & boon, God who controls ths destiny of nnziona, will
 bring po peaces, W%e still hear cheering nuwa of the spiritual
condition of the army of Virginla. Her soldiers are preasing
iato the Xingdom and are eanlisating under taoe banner of the
Cross. In the army of Tenncssee, there has been much uors
interest than usual manifested, znd tne Chaplaina at Shele
byville &nd Tullahoma have held weekly mectlings to devise wuys
and means for the advancement of religion among the troops,
&nd not'withouz engouraging success. We of the cavalry arm
of the servioa have not the advantage of the 1nfantry, be—
cause of our conatant duty, our frequent ohanses of positlon,
and Lhe difficulty oflhaving our reglments tbgether. Hoyefer,
we can but improve our tlme; when an Opportuniij presents,

&nd eow the seed in raxth; :I-hm eéenabled now to preach once




and twiéo on every Sabbath,'nnﬁ it 18 indeed a refreshnent for
tﬁc apiblt, when at the bﬁglc's call, we can all msescmble in
the quist grove and Jjoin in the service of Alpichty Cod.

It brings fondly to remezbrance the blessings of other
anid happler cays. ¥%We kncw that the loved ones at home do not
forget us in their prayers, aad this cheers us smid &ll our
fatigues, our perils and sorrows. May the day of re-unicn be
not far off-~-the fsy when we shall thread again those fzmil-
iar spota, hear kind'gfeetlngs, and znow the friendship, fel-
lowahip and love <hi.h heve pade our hearts go happy in the
past. : | o Yours, : R. F. 3.

THE TRI-WESLALY TELEORAPH, July 8, 1863.
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Letter from the Rangers.

TEXAS RAHOZRS' CAMF, )
13 miles from Sparta, Teun., ;
_ June 34, 18&3.3

Editor Teleiruphi=-3ince my last letier, our hearts nave
been made s8d by tnejconilrma;lon of the news that STONTHALL
JACKSQH 18 dead. Yell nmight we joln in the universal BOrrow,;
for & nation 1s bersft. Whilst we wourn for the death of the
Carlstian hero, the chivalrlo patriot--warrior, all the world
will estimate .13 losg at 1ts true standoard. It is, in many
respects, irrcparablie, But, Your truai belig in God,* 1t 1=
well, and, in hia own lenguage, we know that for him, *it
will be iafinlte gain to be translated to Heaven, and be
with Josua.* .

He wm:8 the lannes of Les's asruy, the most dashlng, por=
ular, successful and avle leader of troops on the continent,
equalled in tials war unly by Albvert 8ydney Johnston, & man of
stern fealtly, of Irés born valor, of uighty energy, of Chrias-
tisn patriotism, and deey plety——an officer who combined ihe
eleaments of superstitious awe and the blind crsdence of his
men--a soldier litersally oI the Croes, pure as day, Juat as
the dews of Heaven, but weird and wriakled through and through
by the grin featurcs of the god of war. But now he hus passed
away. Yet hiu.nemory will be embalmed in the hsarts of his
couhtrymen. We may not see his llke agaln in this war. They
know this 1nLFranna. They know it in Englund, Our enemy knowa



it, 'Loo. Huhqe hia preas !.1; no' acknow].edglng- the tiue merits
of the'dapart&d hero, and iindioatlng the historic record of
his m-unt.rioua campaigns. Altnoush he 13 taken from our coun=
try on the day of its flery trial, yet thit does not luply
thuat thes srmy of Virginia shall no uzors be vioctoriocus. we
still have noble Christian officers to lead cur troops to vic-
tor:. God can remove the chief of workmen, and s%111 uarry
on the cause of Liberty, = |

In tole conncotion, it is gratifying to state, that the
Lord of Hosts contimes to pour out his Bpirit in difforent
portions of our army, and through the instrumentulity of means
to convurt gouls. For some weeks past, thore has been cone-
siderable intersst manifested in the %army of Tennessee,® both
at Tullahcma and Shelbyville, which has resulted in the convere
~8icn of several hundred souls, whilst many wore afa inguiring
the way of life. This blessed work is confined principally to
the infantry, who have been mostly stationary for some months.
The cavalry, occupying the front, and being much soatisred,
and often changing locality, has not an opportunity for a unite-
¢d or protracted effort, and hence wy cannot fecord. the visilis
tokenal of his presence and power in & revival., We muat still
lament t.hat., hlt.hbugh .

'T‘uu Sew lies thick o';:r all the ground,

Tet our poor fleece ia dry.* "

: ’l‘ne Ghrlauunﬂ of d.lfrerent. damnirmt.lona are taking up

-t.o t.ha import.anoe of tuls work, and nbamlaa nra bolng ont.ab-




lished for suprlying the goldiers witn suitable rcading. The
Methodist and Presbyterian Churchva, in their late apring meet-
ings, have macde arrangements for sending somes of their most
enl:ientl ml.lsters &8 ulsslonaries to the diffsrent armles in
the Confcderacy; whilst the lower ohurch Jjudicatoriea are un-
dertaxing the work of supslylng ohaplains for the brigades and
reglmants in the mrvice. Othoer denominations have doudbtless
tazen slmilur action, but it hse not met my eye. There has
heretofors b:en a lamentable deficitngy in chapleins, and it
is all dcubtless owing to the early legislaticn of Congrsss on
tils subject. But it has at length pleased the lasmakers to
£ive the office a notice, ln'aome'dagree commensurate with its
dignlty and icportance, and nowx men of talent and reputation
can enter upon 1ts dutive; and, with tiie co operatlion of the
dlfferent tr.:nohes of the oburch, we hore that goon every
regiment siil be blesa:d‘witn the means of grace. The gol-
dier &a;jreclutesg the preachlag of ths Gospel, and 1t has an
clevatlng and hsllowlng influence upon hls heart and life.

It reaminds him of other days, of brighter scenss, and thc
loved ones at howe. It cheeras the heart, too, to EKnow that

he 1s not forgotten in przyer by those who are far away. 1
know that multitudes of devoted Christiins every where will

- 401in us when wa pray, %Lord, revive th y work in the army

and nuvy.' L i

I am gratified to say that Gen. Jno. A. ®harton h.S 8l- o
zogt °Atlrely recovered from his lute severe injury. He now :
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attand;fﬁo hla ﬁua1neaa in his cfflice &t Sparta, and will e
ready rdf more aotivse servicé whienever the order comes. Flve
of our companles &re eyt about 45 milcs from here, a8t Gran=
ville, on the Cumberland. It i3 13 mlles abave Carthage
wners the Yunkees keep a conalderible garriscn. The cost
of our subslstcngs and rorage has been brought from the other
8lde of the Cumberland. Our boys oftun forsge within a few
miles of Carthsge. This supply has enabled us 1o remali. here,
and, with the olover flelds, our herses are doing well. Four
Companies are kept with White's battery for a sup;ort. OSmith's
Tvniiesgse ruginunt pickets on our left, upon Caney Forx. Col.
Smith is now a priscuer, and, onn&rary to all rule, 1s giill
conflned in Jail at Gallatin., The reaimant i3 com-anded vy
Lv. Col, Pauldina Anderson, who was promoted to thls ;osition
Irom being the Captain of Gene. W.'s former bOdy Luard, the
Cedar Snags. Lt. Jim iritton (Co. H) ie now their oaptain.
Morgsn'as command guaprds the river on our right up to ion-
tlc;lio, winllat Col. Tom Harrison's bri.ade occupies Liberty.
The Yankees advﬁnced upon Col. Anderson & few nights ago,
and, Oorossling Caney Fork with infentry, artillery, and a small
cawalry'rorce, they compellaa hia to fall buokx seversl miles,
loslng about a dozen men captured. and ths 's.ags * four. A
portion of company B, the *archer Grayas,* was canped on the
bank of Lna rlvar, and although escaping safaly, yet they loat .
one wagon and gome blauxots, which were burnt. The next morning, i

one of Suith's men, advanoing quite olose upon the enemy, he got i?f
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the baﬁarlt of twelve cananot shot, but without effect.

It ias repofted by a g#ntlunan from the front on yester—
day, that the Yanke¢s were cdvancing in force ujon Honticello
and Columbia. Thege are our extrexes on either wing, and it
may foreshadow a genesral movement of zome kiad,

Thinss have been remsrzably quiet for a long time in this
department. ¥e have besn watching, with bre:thless suspense,
the movementa 1in Viryinia and dlgslssiprl, and now old “Rosy"
may 51?& ua'aometnlng tc do at home very shortly. Indeed, we
_ are becoming restless up here in this wountain country, and a-
chan.e of aoﬁe kind would be very desirable.

¥e are in great uncertaindly #nd perplexity about *the sit-
uation® in Lisslesipypi. Sometlmea the olouds are very heavy, Sl
very dark, and very threﬁténlng,; but the eye of phllosophib =
falth canuot fail to apé the sllvér lining wi.ich fringes thelr
outar ed,e, and talg ia butn proghetic of the olsar sky beyond,
which doubtless yet shall burst in beuuty and in glory upon our
astoanlshed gaze. Gen. Johnston 1s there; his name 12 a tower
of stireiygth; his milibnry 8kxill inspires us with hope, and we
believe that yet all will be well. We may be dlsappointed, btut
17 1t 15 God's wlll, we can only bow as before, in the duy of
aQVEraiéy,_and whllst he presses the bitter oup to our 5urn1ns
l1ps, repent of our sins, and oall upon him Him, 1f 4o be,
that He -wlll -have mercy uion us, If we are nqt yet prep&rbd
for ourtlhdepandenno—-Xor.bhe high and holy trust which i;;l
b9 ooﬁﬁiﬁté& ﬁo ua and ouﬁ ohildrenr-than the 'ﬁr ngat'ngbez_




until that day arriv ss. ¥%e can but wait lnd hape, and do
our duty. :

We trust scon cur suspense will be relleved hi the
glorious news, that the abolition horde have been driven
Ifrom a Ioothold.araund Vicksburg, and in dissrace compelled
Lo take their boats and raise the slege of that heroic city.
Huch depends upon our sucocesa thers, for should it plesce a
kind Frovideno: to give us the victory, it would doubtless
hasten on a pcaol.j The ﬂortﬁ-wisb is sbllllgrOutly Agitated;
&and a—&areat of their troops on the Father of ®aters, would
add rur7 to tha gathering stonn.

¥e have had several late arrivels frow Texas, and they
-all brlng us good news from home concerning the growlng orope,
God smiles upon ﬁhﬂ labor of yYour hands, and ¥aturs opens |
her storshouse for the sustenance of man and ‘beast. But still
our nesartsa are palned to leara thut speculation and exwortion
are Jolned hand in hand to orush out the very life~blocd of
those who are unprotected, and to flepreciate go dreadfully
our ourrency. It 1s humilliating to feel that, whilsgtl £0 many--
tha very flower of ths sunny South--are making every sacri-
fice of comfort, ease, friendship, wealth, h#ppiness, health,
and llfé, for the deliveranno of our atrU5gllng country from
the hartless task-mastcors of Egypt, that those are found, who
remain &t home, to taks advantasc of the timea and baln a
pile of ah@mngduat. "Toll it not, Gsth, pudlish it not on the 7
strests of Eskelon," that men g0 recresnt of every prinoiple -f%f

that ib_ﬁénly, virtuous and patriotioc, are found having a name e
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or a h§§§ in Texas, let ghea be known and remembered when the
war-ocloud ehall pass over, and'tna d:y of re-unions, huppinass
and prosperity shall dawn upon our free Confederacy the youngest
born, but Ly no meuns the lsast lovely and qusenly in the sis-
ternood of nations.

George T. Holman, Zaq., from Fayetle county, Lrings with
hii & most liberal contribution{elsewherc acknosledged) from
the ladles of Fayetteville for the Rungers. A father's anx-
lety for a son, held in a northera priscn, prorpted tans diff-
iculv Journey, and he has been rewarded by finding hia Jﬁst
returnéd a few weeks ago, and ready for duty.

Kajors Dan le 1 HoFhail and Robar? Rutherford, from Fughi-

. ngton county, arrived safely. The forper now &2 member of com=-

pany B. ¥We hava thus rocelved s ome late letters, and it i3
hoped our frlends will embrace 2ll such opportunities for
sending letters tals gide of the “isalssip:d.

Geo. W. Kckell, of 3razoria county, wihc has for soxze
months acted as Povost UYarshal on Gen. Wharton's stuafl, is now
assi_ned to duty in thte's_battary. He 18 first Lieutsnant,
and oomaands a gunh. This position gives thie gallant officer
an opportunity for making & name by his genlus and his brave
oy, . e

- Our reglment stlll hag 1its perlodical changss in the staff
dap&rtmént. Lieut. Col S. C; Ferrill has realgned, and tﬁla
devolwés ﬂha comzand of the regiment upon Maj. Gustave Cook.

He ia,ftherutorc, by aenior;tr, Liat. Colonsl, and in raot;‘COI-
onol, inasmuch as Col. Harrison is now assigned a Brigade, &nd

L |




will o}; ibhg receive his Brigndierh dommlssxoﬁ.. By thia
chﬂngn:&aptg S, P. Christian is Hajor. During the moat of
this yecr these popular and efficlent officers have comzanded
the resimnnz, and their ability has been fuliy tested. Under
their control, the Rangers will loase none of ther former
preatige for déring and audoeaa.

e are bleased with continued health. ¥e have recently
heard of the death of Peter Sasger, Co. K. in Géorgla, whithser
he had gone last wlnter when suffering from severe alokness.
Thus hus passed away one of our kindest hesrted men and best
aoldlers. <The stubborn disesge 4id its-mlanion: the lungs
ceased to work ard *the soldier's off duty rofever.' ®hen
the Yaﬁ;eea vieited Nokinville, & fow wecks ago, Lt. Sam O.
Ashe, ©of the Wharton gcouts, wag the hero of a gallant feut
- by which Lrs. Jno. H. Morgan and ¥rs., Dick ¥cCann, esoared.

He was Juat reocov.ring from a epell of sicknees, but
hearing thu«t the encBy was apcrosching, he rode out to see 1f
the report was true. MNesting the Yankees two miles Irom town
he fired on them. Bsing Jolnsd by three othser aoldlers, the
four kept the whole force in check for some time--I have hesard
two hours. AL least it shows what a few daring spirite oan
ecoomplish where there 1s a will. In complisnce with Gensral
Orders recelved from Corpl_ueadqunrturs, ardaring all officers
and soldlers =ho are obsent over seven days ﬁ_.ihout. ave fronm
the pr@pef #utharlt: to be droppcd from the muster rolls and
publlqhad as deserters, &., I leurn & 1list of 17 Toxga Fanzers
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hasa bcen torwarded to 30ur pnper. Should such liat ever reach
you, I trust the matter will be underatood. Although in ag-
cordance with this late order, absentees ars dedlared desort-

ers, yst in facot they sre not zo. I am aware that sope soldiers

have taken advantage of lesve of absence and recalned much over
their time and ﬁhe: ahould be puniched, but such an order tears
most unjustly upon many others. In t:ls llat is one noble young
zan who was ahot through the head at Shiloh, brought to Corinth
and ach& South to soms unknoxn hospital. He doubtless dled in
&« few daye, &nd hs is reportcd as a deserter, befauce no report
ha- evar been heard froa hism. Others are abgent sick, but the
*"seven daya* act xarks then desertsi's. Others again are on fur—
lough in Texns, &nd we know thiey sre en route for the Résinaﬁ,
but the difficultiies of iha way huve provented thelir getting
through as yet, and tiiey come under the saze law. The list had
sceroely besn malilsd before two who had been in Zentucky after
horses, and froz aurroundlng.alffioulties hud beon detalined over
tine, returned with six horses. Yet tnelr nemes by eald order
had been dropyped from the roll, ard t..us were congidarsd, accord-
ing %0 Gen, ¥heeler's order, deserters. Shoulid such a list sp-
pear, you will thersfore oblige those implicated by appandug
thia explahation or by an editorisl on the subject. I belleve
therehie no actual de:zerter from the Fengers of Terry's old reg
inent, una believs turtharuora that thers is not & man Whﬂd&
nane atanda upon our roll vho would desert the cause 1n which

ve are ansngod. I trust thiu will relieve the minda of our frlenda
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