











‘he came back he would be shot.
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suspicion of his being a spy. He was put into the provost guanij
house in Murfreesboro, which was a long store room. One dar;
rainy night, the guard fell asleep and the feliow slipped by him. Aj
Seventy-Second man who was present gave the alarm and told thi}
guard to go after the fellow and bring him back. The guard wayf
afraid to leave his post, and thie rascal would soon have escaped had
not the Seventy-Second man seized a gun, ran after and bid him ¢,
halt; but he would not halt, and the soldier shot him dead. On ex ]
amination of thé body the next morning, a complete map of the }
fortifications about Murfreesboro was found on it, even to the positions }
of the various regiments. He was one of Bragg’s spies and met a 1
spy’s fate. e !
On Sunday, March Ist, a man in the 75th Indiana who had been tried
by a court:martial for desertion and an attempt to kill an officer, |
received the execution of the sentence. Reynolds’ whole division was ]
drawn up in line, without arms, on.the McMinnville Pike, to witness ;
the deed. The condemned man, hand-cuffed, was marched to the
front and centre of the division, where a fire was burning briskly. He]
Wwas seated on a stool riear the fire. A barber lathered his head until it
was white as snow, and then proceeded-to shave it until it was as bare §
as the palm and as slick as an onion. This done, his head was firmly
held, while Col. Wilder took a red-hot iron from the fire and pressed 4
it against the right cheek—a siz and jet of steam-—the iron is with- ;
drawn, and there is a large red D upon the cheek. The bands all ]
began to play the rogue’s march, while the deserter was taken to the |
extreme left of the division and marched along its front, bare headed, ]
the great D showing fiery red, two soldiers following him with |
bayonets pointed at his hips; a-drum and fife in rear playing the
rogue’s march. Stripped to the waist, with a single ‘blanket rolled?
up and swung about his shoulder, a canteen of water -and one day's
rations—the wretch shivered as he passed along before us, and most 3
of the men will say that during their service they never saw a more
revolting, pitiable spectacle. He was taken beyond the Union lines,
north of Murfreesboro, and set adrift with the assurance that if ever’

This was severe, but it became necessary to preserve the ﬂisciplinc ‘
of the army. Others, in other corps, were freated like thijs man.
Some were shot and others hung, and

cases of desertion-and criminal conduct. : v

On the 3rd of March, our division started on a scout towards;
Woodbury, taking nine days’ rations, and the first night out,?
camped at Reddyville. The next day we went out on a forage
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scout and got forage off of ground where never before had forage
pbeen got without a fight for it. While taking forage, we saw a
soldier undertake to get a horse from a house in the I ills—for it was
a very hiily country. He had bridled_the horse and was leadin.g it
away., when a young woman of the -house got a hickory gad and
_belabored him so unmercifully over the head that he had to let it go.
The brave girl seized a 10-year-old boy, threw him on the horse and
told him to ‘“skip out quick,” and in a twinkling he  was out of
sight. This brave act of the girl was greeted by rounds of applause
by our soldiers. On the sth, our brigade remained quietly in camp
at Readyville, while Hall’s brigade foraged.

On the 6th, we marched rapidly to Woodbury to surprise-é reble
force, a detachment of Morgan’s command, the Seventy-Second in
advance. We left on our advance and escaped, as was usually
the case when infantry undertook to capture cavalry. There was a
heavy rain during that day and- a furious storm at night, resulting in
much suffering and subsequent illness. The expedition returned-on
the 8th to the old camp at Murfreesboro, with 500 loads of forage,
with blistered feet, shouting ‘‘a hoss! a hoss! my kingdom for a
hoss!” They were wet, muddy, tired, hungry and generally out of
fix. At this time srme of the 17th Indiana had been mounted, and
the Seventy-Second had become convinced that it was ‘¢ es: ivst walk-
ing when a man has a horseinhis hand ;” and as there seem-=d a deter-
mination to use us as horses, we decided to have horses to help us out.

While absent on this march, a lot of Indiana troops were captured
at Franklin, including John C. Coburn’s brigade, of which we heard
when we returned to camp.

Pay day came at last, and for the first time, on the 1oth of March.
It rained the whole day, and many of us got soaking wct as we
waited patiently about the pay-master’s tent. We were paid to the

" end of the year, December-31, 1862.

The men and officers settled all their bills to that date with the
Commissary and Quartermaster. - And what was of most inportance
to the men, the officers paid them all loans. This left the men in

funds and most of them happy, especially those who had families

and who needed money very much to send home for the actual
wants of their wives and children. o

We here mention what one of the officers wishes spoken of, (but
does not want his name used) that had it not been for the generosity
of the privates and non-commissioned officers, who got a bounty and
advance pay, many of the commissioned officers could hardly have
Fémained in the service, for it would have given them much trouble
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" blood;
have survivedto this day, (February 1882,) almost 20 years, still 4
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to have gotten uniforms and swords on entering the service, and
provisions to this date. There never were a more generous lot of
mea mustered than were those of the Seventy-Second. There was
scarce a man so mean that he would not pay his debts on pay day.
There was a wonderful amount of settling and balancing all round
to do that night, and it was after midnight before the adjustments
were made and the men lay down to rest. The chuck-a-luck men
didn’t lay down at all—they ran all night and almost perpetually
until the greenbacks were exhausted. ,
- On March 12th our regiment “furnished 300 men for picket, and

it took almost every well man in camp.

On the 14th of March, we moved out of the camp in the hickory
flats into the field near the pike, about two hundred yards north

_ on to the ground for a long time occupied by the 18th Indlana'
"Battery. Although this was but a very slight move,

passing from one world to another.
that that old hickory swamp camp was a death-pit.

while we lay in it, and the water could not be drained off, and the
best policed tents were often overflowed. And the sinks——excuse
us, comrades,
rounded by those treacherous poles in' treacherous wooden forks,
and the more treacherous earth at the edges ;
which many a luckless soldier has received the baptism of total

depravity—sent up their noxious vapors day and night topoison the
Often in that camp at night, while lying with the car near the -
“ground, have we heard a chorus of “‘grave yard coughing,” as the ]
men called it, in which three to four hundred men joined. This |
‘camp, with the hard scouting, picket and fatigue duty that had to
be done, broke many an iron constitution and sent many to the

air.

grave and hospital. The strong will and frame of Col. Miller could
not stand it, and he was very ill for a time.
camp is a misery.

get about a little; and many died suddenly in hospital. Camp

diarrhcea in its most malignant form prevailed; men would pass ]

from their bowels from a pint to two quarts of bloody matter, or pure
their bowels literally decomposed. Many comrades, who

suffer from disease contracted in that camp, and which will yet take
them to the grave.

$ e

the service with the regiment.

it was like |
It is putting it gently to say
It rained much |

for naming those horrid pools of putridity, sur-

those horrid pits in -

The memory of that .
Men often died in their tents who were able to

"Many a brave man and officer was forced to |
leave us that would have given ‘‘half his head” to have gone through j

. But here we are, out on a rolling-piece of ground, where the sun j
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shines on us; and it is now so warm that the peach bloom is already
out and the swelling buds are giving a sweet tinge of green to the
woods. The winter is over, aund if it does rain the water runs from
our camp and is not mixed with snow.

On the 17th of March, the Seventy-Second was sent out after
some lumber and brought in a saw mill. Men were dying very
rapidly, and there was not lumber enough in the army to mnake them’
chuck-a-luck men %@ ,oh coffins. When we gotout to the mill, the thing looked so
‘most perpetually [ small and so handy, that we just thought we’d put the Tumber on
our wagons and borrow an. ox cart and bring in the mill, which we

t:  ervice, and j
generous lot of P
>nd. There was
ebts on pay day.
lancing all round
- the adjustments

n for picket, and k proceeded to execute in neat style. While the mill was being
E oaded. one of the pioneers felt the power of the sun—or the gray-
1p in the hickory S packs in his hog hair shirt felt it—and he slipped off into the woods,
dred yards north, "3 .3t down on a log, drew off his shirt and began to ‘‘skirmish for
the 18th Indiana S \*g{aybacks.” While thus intently engaged, one.of Morgan’s
nove, it was like 3B  ounted graybacks rode up, covered the half naked pioneer with a
7 it gently to say pisfol and demanded, ‘‘ Surrender, you d—d Yank!” Of course the
It rained much S pioneer could do nothing but comply with his order, and threw up
ained off, and the 3B _ his hands in token of surrender.. But the tables turned on the rebel
the sinks-—excuse o 4 just then and there. Just behind the fence Corporal H. W. Monroe,
of atridity, sur- of Company H, lay with a squad of six men, and they all raised with
oL »oden forks, § b rifles cocked and leveled at the rebel, and Cdrporal Monroe srung
10se horrid pits in S out, “Surrender, you d—d rebel!” which he proceeded to do with-
baptism of total § f- out parley, to the great delight of the pioneer. The rebel said his
night topoison the i first impulse was to run, but when he looked into the muzzles of six
‘h the car near the 'S cuns covering him at short range, he thought he’d better climib down
coughing,” as the 3. and stay awhile. o

1en joined. This

3 On March 1gth, Hall's brigade of our division made a scout to the
duty that had to

vicinity of Liberty, where they were attacked by and hu. a hard
sent many to the S fight with Morgan. Our brigade was ordered to hold itself in readi-
' Col. Miller could ness to march to the relief of Hall at a moment’s notice. His
ae memory of that brigade repulsed Morgan with a loss of six killed and 40 wounded.
s who were able to ; The dead and wounded were brought into Murfreesboro, and the ‘
in hospital. Camp . dead buried with the honors of war. The whole division turned out
15, men would pass to take part in the solmn ceremonies. The division, massed by
oody matter, or pure regiments, formed a holiow square around the large grave in which
any comrades, who the dead were buried. A funeral sermon was preached by one of
most 20 years, still . the chaplains, to at least 10,000 men, before the bodies were covered
~which will yet take BB with earth  After the bodies were covered, the battalion, - formed
fficer was forced to of details taken from the regiments to which the dead belonged,
to have gone through fired three rounds over the fresh made grave of their comrades.

This wus the heaviest firing by volley we ever heard; and ‘taken all
u. /here the sun '
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in all, was the grandest funeral we ever saw. There was scarcely a
day passed without some one being killed. Soon after the above
funeral, a Colonel of cavalry was killed and buried with the honors
of war, a full brigade band taking part in the services. We never
heard such music before prsince. Smith’s march was played; each
instrument played a solo and played in response to each other; and
when all joined in the full chorus, the outburst was grand and
thrilling, going to the very fountains of the soul. A detail of
men bore the Colonel’s body on a catafalque slowly to the grave,
and just behind it came the Colonel’s horse saddled, bridled and
equiped with his revolvers, boots, spurs and sword; the horse
followed without any ore leading him, and the .noble animal seemed
the saddest mourner in the fyneral train. It was truly such a funeral

as the poet speaks of :

And when the hero dieth—his comrades in the war,

* With muffled drums and arms reversed,
Follow the funeral car. )
They tell the banners taken, they tell the battles won;
And after him lead his masterless steed, -
While peals the minute gun.

CHAPTER XIX.

March 17th to_June 24th, 1863—To Horse ! Mounting and Incidents—

Scouting for Horses, Mules, Negroes, &c.—Two Seventy-Second

Men Captured and Cruelly Shot— First Fight and Flight after

Mounted— Capture and Escape of Dick McCann— Filth and Sickness
;—Scouting Improves Health—Sibley Tents Exchanged for Shelter

Tents— Various Scouts— The Lightning Brigade Draws its Lightning

Guns, the Spencer Rifles— Description of the Spencer Rifles— Bold ]

Reconnoissance— Scouts to Readyville, Woodbury and Liberty— Last

Scout North.east of Murfreesboro— That Seetion Utterly Impoverished
— Wilder's Report of Operations of the Brigade— Ordered for the For- E

ward Movement of the whole Army— Chaplain Eddy’s First Sermon—
Writing Home Before the Battle— Reflections.

On or about the 17th of March, the Seventy-Second voted for and

against mounting, and decided in favor of it. The 17th Indiana had-

already voted for mounting, and had drawn part of their horses.
We proposed to cease peeling the bottoms of our feet on Tennessee

and Kentucky rocks, and ride from this time forward. The 75th {
Indiana voted not to mount and was put into Hall’s brigade, and the
123rd Illinois, of that brigade, voted to mount and took the place
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These four regiments remained in the same brigade to the close of
? - the war, and were as solid in attachment and action as brothers.

mount.
b nhorses—a feeble sort of animal—which they drew on the 18th of

§ rapidly into line of battle.
; could not see fighting going on without his taking patt in it. On
- seeing the brigade rallying for a”fight,
3 guard, prisoners and all, and marched out to the front to participate.
" To the great relief of the prisoners he was ordered back to his
. provost duties.
a fight going on a fellow had a rlght to take part in it.” There was
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after this most important epoch

——
{ the 75th Indiana.

k- ,f mounting, was composed of the 17th and Seventy-Second Ind.,

98th and 123rd Illinois Regiments, and Nicklin’s 18th Ind. Battery.

After deciding to mount, the next thing was to get horses to
One or two companies were mounted on convalescent

March. For a few days we were occupied in details necessary to
the great change which had taken place in our military mode of
Jocomotion. We drew cavalry uniforms, but cut off the yellow stripe

‘: from the legs of the pants and jackets so that we might not be taken
¢ for regular cavalry. We were a new branch of the service;

simply
mounted infantry.

On the 26th, our division was reviewed by Gen. Reyno]ds and
made a very imposing appearance ; and on the 31st of March, the
whole corps was reviewed by Gen. Rosecrans. By the 1st of April,

£ the brigade was all mounted except Companies H, I and K, and that
day it started on another raid, backed by the rest of the 14th-division,
'f which was joined in the vicinity of Carthage, Tenn., by Stokes’
g Tennessee Cavalry.
f were not yet mounted, were commanded on this expedition by
g Capt. Hanna.
|- On the 2nd of April, we arrived at Lebanon, county seat of Wilson
. County, Tenn., and found the mounted portion of our brigade there.
¢ Capt. Hanna took command of the three dismounted companies as a
b provost guard and made his headquarters in the Court-house.
E. Lebanon the mounted men captured a lot of rebel prisoners, which
P they turned over to Capt. Hanna at this place.

Companies H, I and K, of our regiment, who

We camped that night on the banks of Stone River.:

Near

On the 3rd, about 4 P. M., an alarm was sounded and we got

Capt. Hanna was one of those men who

he mustered his provost

““0O, d—n it,” said he, *‘I thought when there was

no fight,

On this same day, a detachment was in the vicinity of Taylors-
ville, Tenn. ., assisting to destroy a lot of commlssary stores, wheat,
bacon &c. Capt. Herron, Company B, was on picket duty with
Part of his company. He threw out Elma P. Wright, Wm. P.

*

'5.
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rebels made a dash at them with the object of cutting them off

They were on a by-road leading off at an angle of about 20 degrees]

from the main road, and the rebels came down the main road, horses.

.ina full run. Vance and Montgomery were cut of; but Wright §

being in advance, urged his horse to utmost speed, hoping to reach
our picket at the forks of the road before the rebels should cut him
off from the post. The ‘* Johnnies” rode after him furiously, pressing

him hard and hallooing, ‘* Halt! halt! you d—d Yank.” But Wright

halted not, but only struck the rowels deeper into the flanks of his
horse, which was flyirig before the foe. when the poor animal ran its

head against a tree and fell dead; Wright shot through the air like an
~ arrow some 20 feet, lit on his feet, never halted nor looked back,
jumped a fence, ran with all speed and saved himself. The exploit]

was hailed with applause and laughter by his comrades, who were

galloping to his relief, and the rebels were compelled to turn and fly |

to save themselves.

But what of Vance and Montgomery? I.et Vance himself tell the}

bloody story, and then let the reader say, whether in aﬁy civilized

country its wanton cruelty has been surpassed. Their comrades:

made a long and anxious search for the captured men that night and

the next day. but in vain, and supposed they were taken to Southern]
prisons. - After returning to camp at Murfreesboro, the facts which,
follow were ascertained from Vance himself. They were taken to]
Lebanon that night, and the next morning were ordered to be taken!
out and shot. They were led out of the town by men who tied them|
to a tree, and heeded not their manly protests that they were
prisoners of war, and should not be murdered in that cruel manner.!
They were only answered that they were d—d Yankee dogs, and
ought to be hanged. Finding protests vain, they met their fate with

brave resolution, commending their spirits to God.

When the ruffians had tied them hand and foot to a tree, two rebels]

stepped close to them and each rebel fired three shots into their heads.

When they were untied, both fell forward on to their faces; but theif|
fiendish foes, not being content, came up to their victims, placed theif
revolvers to the backs of their heads and sent another ball through,;

each, and then left them for dead. The first three balls had pierced
the head of Vance, and the fourth shot entered above the left ear and
came out at the left eye, tearing the eyeball out of the socket. Whe#

Vance fell from the tree on to his face, he was still conscious, and had
so much presence of mind that he tried to control his muscles and li¢}
as still as if dead. He heard the murderers talk, and heard themj
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then the revoiver was pressed to the back of his head and he
: expected to pass into eternity. He heard the pistol almost in his
£ - ear, felt the ball crush through his head and tear out the left eye
pall and throw the dirt in his face, and yet, to his astonishment, he
bels should cut him retained consciou_sness, but it was as in a troubled dream of terrible
\im furiously, pressing Sk pain- He still lay perfectly quiet. The bloody devils who had
Yank.” But Wright { 4 perpe;rated this heartless work muttered curses upon the bodies
into the flanks of his € and souls of their victims, and mounting their horses dashed away,
- poor animal ran its. | Jeaving the bodies to ‘‘rot and be eat by buzzards and hogs,” as
arough the air like an they c?xpressed it. As soon as Vance was sure they were gone, he
-d nor looked back, 3 ’. attempted to raise his head, which was honey-combed by bullet
himself, The exploit ] E  poles and clotted with blood.. After much effort, he succeeded in
comrades, who were 1 cleaning the mud and blood from his face, so he could look about
pelled to turn and fly & him. He saw no one near and heard no sounds. The first effort of
E the ncble soldier was to ascertain whether his comrade, Montgomery,
Vance himself tell the 3 was alive or dead. He crawled to the body, examined it, and
ether in. ahy civilized : found, alas! that life was extinct. Not being able to do anything
ssed. Their comrades JE: for his comrade, he affectionately pressed his feeble hand upon the
ed = that night and Jl& head of the noble dead, and began to crawl away, bleeding profusely,
ve ken to Southe e to a place of concealment, near the road on which he had left his
sboro, the facts which3 comrades, the pickets, the night before. He expected every
They were taken to moment to die from loss of blood.  After lying by the road for some
re ordered to be taken ” ~ time, he saw a white man on a load of wood, and lay down till he
by men who tied them;‘_ passed by ; for almost every white citizen was an enemy. After a
tests that they wercll" while, a negro came along, and as every negro was the Union
in that cruel manner, Soldiers’ friend, Vance succeeded in attracting his attention. The
d Yankee dogs, and] wounded soldier was not mistaken. The old negro compassionately
ey met their fate with | : and tenderly helped him to the Murfreesboro pike, and there he was
cod. ' ¥ Vtaken up, the same day, by the Union Cavalry, carried to Murfrees-
oot to a tree, two rebels? t boro and cared for. Notwithstanding his terrible wounds, and that
ce shots into their heads.’ 1 all thought he would die, he got well—almost miraculous—and 12
t their faces ; but their B * Years afterwards he served two feiths as Recorder of Tippecanoe
heir victims, placed their; rf County, Ind. |
 another ball through ) Remember, kind reader, that this was but one of hundreds of sim-
three balls had pierced= ilar atrocities committed by the heartless creatures known as ‘“ bush-
.d above the left ear and whackers,” who were really rebel robbers and murderers; but they
it of the socket. When Were countenanced and encouraged by the regular rebel troops and
< still conscious, and had the rebel civil authorities. Remember, too, that this act of kindness
strol his muscles and lie by t}}at truly Geod Samaritan, the old negro, who helped Vance to
, and heard them] O;lr !mes at the peril of his life, is but one of thousands of such deeds
; of kindness which will shine as the stars forever, and which prove the

_ S O,

IIf .

Jetermine to give .both bimself and Montgbmery another roun-d;"
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manly grandeur and tenderness of the African race. Thanks to Gog:
that the North gave such a people freedom.

Major Adam Pinkerton says:
to contend. Prisoners taken by us, in open fight, were treated -as
kindly as if they were brothers; but after that barbarous atrocity,
‘““Bushwhackers” were turned over to Co. B, the company to which
Vance and Montgomery belonged,
was never cumbered with their names.’

One can very well understand, after the above relation,
members of the Seventy -Second dreaded being captured. We were
a terror to the natives and as widely known as the command of
Morgan. It was our business to scout for supplies, not only for our-
selves but other commands, and alsoto destroy supplies when we
could:mot take them. Hence we were dreaded and hated, and liable
‘to cruel treatment if captured by rebel home guards; but they got:
-very few of us, while we got many of them. ]

On the night of the 3rd our regiment camped on the farm of the

rebel Gen. Anderson, and got enough horses in the neighborhood tof

The nextj
On this march large amounts]

mount one company; and also took away seven negroes.
momming we moved to Rome, Tenn.
of tobacco, forage, horses, mules and slaves, were captured We;
were now right in the muscular part of the rcbellious ham, carving
out large slices. Many incidents are reldted by the various menr,
bers of the regiment, of the efforts the people made to hide and save!
their horses. There was not a noble man in the regiment but re
- gretted the necessity of taking the propertv of these people and
leaving them in destitution. But “‘war is cruel at best,” and .wel
very well knew that the rebels would use all these things for their!
own troops, and our object was not only to supply ourselves, but to.
impoverish the country. Horses were found hldden in the woods’
in ravines, in caves—every place that they could "be secreted, On
this scout Lieut. Glaze and Corp’l Fisher, of C, found a horse in &
lady’s back parlor, and a noble animal he was too. He was tied t¢
a bed post.and standing on a pile of straw. It is impossible to draw,
with pen or pencil, a sketch of the rebel lady’s wrath when the noblé
animal was found, led outand taken away. If ‘‘the powers that be”
heard her prayers, then, from that day to eternity, no Yankee will
““enter in through the gates into the city.” ]
On the sth the brigade moved to Carthage, which was garrisoned
by Crook’s brigade, of our own division, and to him all prisoners;
and surplus were turned over. We went .into camp about two,

““This almo-t incredibly cruel affair]
gave us of the Seventy-Second to understand with what fienls we hag
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- Carthage to Liberty. As we had few saddles and bridles, and that

~
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miles from what is called the upper ferry. At this post we drew
five days’ rations and were joined by Speer’s brigade of Negley’s
divisi-n, which had come via Liberty, where they hac, in connection
with a heavy cavalry force, attacked Morgan and driven him to
Snow’s Hill, where he made a stand and where he was given the neat-
est whipping he ever got, according to the rebels’ own account of it.
On this same day some members of company D, got after some
rebels, and while A. M. Cory and John B. Davis were chasing them
down hill full tilt, Davis’ horse turned a complete scSmmerset,
pitching him more than ten feet, and he came down sprawling in the
road. This was fun for his companions if not for him; for every-
thing that did not kill outright was always taken for fun, even
though the effect might subsequently cause death. On this day
company E captured two rebels and brought them in.
By the 6th enough horses had been pressed to complete mounting
the brigade, and were turned over to the dismounted battalion of the
Seventy-Second, at New Middle Town, a town on the road from

few of the citizen pattern;and many of our horses were untimed, we
bad a gay time riding the “brutes.” Bridles and saddles were im-
provised of gun-straps and blankets, and for the first time the Seven-
ty-Second was fully mountéd ! »

That night we encamped in the Alexandria, Tenn., Fair grounds.
The tence around the grounds was supposed to be high enouth to
ke: p cur stock inside, and they were not very well fastened; as the
night advanced they began to get loose and wander about: We
were sleeping on the ground, inside the same inclosure, and in the
midst of the night some of the stock were stampeded and ran over
some men who were sound asleep, and they sprang up yelling,
‘“Rebels! Morgan!!” alarming the whole camp. The moon was
shining, the real cause of the alarm was soon seen, and with a hearty
laugh, the men were spon sound asleep again.

On the 7th we proceeded towards ‘Liberty. The mounted force
Proper were going by a route east of us, which would strike a road
leading from Liberty to Smithville, on which they would approach
Liberty opposite to the road we were on. A brigade of infantry and
the Seventy-Second constituted the force advancing from Alexandria.
As we neared Liberty the advance was opposed by rebel cavalry.
The officer in command thought the proper thing to do would be to
send cavalry after cavalry; so he ordered us front, and such another
performance as was then enacted never occurred again during the war,
We were ordered to move quick ; but equipped as most of us were—

13
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a strap tied around the jaw of our steed and no saddle—made it
“mighty uncertain’’ whither we should go when we started. We
were almost a match for the Bear Wallow mule brigade.
less, we all “'lit out” at a sweeping gallop, and with a grim deter.
mination, some of our horses going side-wise and some behind-wise.

This terrific charge was sufficient to scare the enemy into falling |

back on Liberty, where they made a stand. As soon as we came up
we dismounted, formed on foot, moved into town and found the ene-
my also formed on the opposite side of Iry Creek. We opened fire

by volleys; on the second round they broke and ran away on the road |
towards Smithville, meeting our mounted force  previously mentioned

as coming on that road, got into a trap, and a company of fifty men
and two commissioned officers were taken.

Just here an affair occurred which might have counterbalanced our 1
The officer sending us aheud failed to inform us that another

success.
Union force would enter the town opgosite to where we entered it;
and before we began to retire on the column, which was now moving’

towards Murfreesboro, we saw a column of -troops approaching uponj
the Smithville road, upon which the enemy had just retreated. We!
naturally supposed the rebels had been reinforced and were bearing]
down upon us to make a vigorous attack ; the dust they raised veiled]
We opened. fire ond
them, but they neither halted nor changed formation, but advanced]
We began to fall back, but on_ they]
came ; once more we fired, still on they came, only a little faster—at;
least we thought so. The order was given, ‘‘boys, to horse, and gef_‘

them from sight and imagination did the rest.

steadily in columns of fours.

out of this!” The scene which ensued beggars description. Our

saddles having no stirrups we could not mount encumbered as ‘we‘,
The efforts we made were truly ri-§
Jumping upon our horses, our breasts would restj
almost on their backs, and down we would go, flat upon the ground:?
All this time that awful column was advancing ‘like an avalanche
We could stand the pressure no longer, for our fear was as intense as]
was that of Icabod Crane, as the headless Hessiin bore down upon
1 The clatter of the hoofs of the:
horses, and the clash of the swords of the advancing column, were in}
our ears; we abandoned our horses and skedaddled—men and horses
mixed and mingled, and it is averred that no man let a horse geti
ahead of him; cverything that we could throw away except arms, w35

were with arms and ammunition.
diculous failures.

him in the darkness of the night.

abandoned in the flight.

Soon we came to a gorge in the hills, called a gap, and here formed]

and determined we woulc/i hold the gap. We sent back to the mal,»
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a gap, and here formed}
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¢ at the head of the advancing column; a parley easued, and the fact
P that our supposed enemies were friends was discovered.

from them that they had captired pirt of the rebels we had driven out -

alry equipments, and the regiment was now fully mounted;
k. may remark. what no doubt the little affair of confusion at Liberty

who had been detailed at Castillian ~prings, by Gen. Dumont,
f- cember 13th, 1862, for duty at the Gallatin hospital, returned to the
f regiment.

1 1’5

Just then a flig of truce was displayed
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We learned

Of course we proceeded to get together our stock and stuff,
jike a )omt snake that had been knocked to pieces with a club, with .

f. asense of meekness over what had happened, and a conviction that
I ;ome means of more certainly and speedily mOuntmg when pressed,

k. We opened fire ! was an absolute necessity.

On this same day company A captured ten rebels, who said that
Morgan hd sent them to examine our picket posts, get the position
of pickets and report to him. They saw the posts but failed to

report.

On the 8th, the brigade returned to Murfreesboro. The result of

" the trip was 196 horses, 110 prisoners, 35 slaves and a large lot of

On the gth, companies H, I, and K drew saddles and cav-
and we

forage.

has suggested, that while we were well drilled as infantry, on our un-

i drilled horses, we were littie less thana mbouated mob for a little
3 while ; but we soon gave our horses a saddle,
;- which led them to understand p-etty well what we were up to.

bridle and spur drill

On the 11th, we were called up at 2a. m. and moved at 4 a m.

- We went towards Lebanon an ! then returnzd towards Levergne, cross-

ed Stone River at Buchanon’s Mill and' takinga by-path w-: came

‘suddenly upon some rebel cavalry, emptied some guns at them, cap-
" “tured two, but the others scattered into the dense cedar thicket.
¥ _camped six miles from Levergne.

We

On the 12th we moved via Levergne and Nolinsville, to “ranklin,

- Tenn, and on the r3th, returned to Murfreesboro again.

At this time our assistant surgeon, Dr. Wm. C. Cole, as brave

and noble a man, and as. good a surgeon as was ever in the service,
De-

On his way from Gallatin to Nashville he came near being
gobbled by John Morgan. As Dr. Cole was so well known and highly
esteemed in his regiment, and indeed, in the brigade and division,
we deem it proper to give him a fullerintroduction here. In the
course. of the history you will often meet him, always in the line of his
duty at his post; always kind, always brave, always skillful.

W. Carnahan Cole, M. D., was born July 16th, 1828, in Washing-
ton, Daviess County, Ind., of English and Scotch-Irish ancestry.
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In his 18th year, enlisted in New Orleans, La., in the regiment of
Mounted Rifles, Smith’s brigade, Twiggs’ division, and with that com-
mand, under Gen. Scott, participated in all the battles in the “Valley ]
of Mexico, entering the city September 14th, 1847, and remaining
until the close of the war. Discharged at Jefferson Barracks. Mo.

ppturing Mo
's staff, a°
loaded w
bcon, 2 hog:

Graduated in Medicine from the Medical College of Ohio. In 3 lSky'- \V(,
. . .. pad bridge,

August, 1862, he assisted in recruiting company H, Seventy-Second Sergt. Sten

Indiana, and was elected First Lieutenant. On the arrival of the reg- as missing

iment at Indianapolis, Dr. Cole was commissioned by Gov. Morton i one of th

Assistant Surgeon ; and after a little over one year’s service in the field,

and in charge of Hospital No. 5, Gallatin, Tenn., he was commissioned

Surgeon of the regiment. Serving during the last year of the war |

as Surgeon in-Chief of Wilder’s brigade of Mounted Infantry ; and at b But the t

the close of the last campaign, while at Macon, Ga., he was detailed oole-iack «
with Dr. Groves, of the g8th Illinois to accompany the 4th Mich- B e

igan in pursuit of Jeff. Davis. Dr. Groves was present at the capture ecr(e:az:]f;axl;ie
of that noted individual. : o Boscd that th
He was mustered out at Indianapolis. The Doctor is a member of j .

. . . L . < . . he night the
the- American Medical Association, Indiana State Medical Society, and each -
and Fountain County Medical Society, of which last he'is an ex-Pres- ards were
ident He is also a member of the National and State Associations Bollar dog, a
of Mexican Veterans. The Ddctor is a_man of _ splendid physique. S - given’ of
with a lofty but not ostentatious bearing. His mind is large and well } .Valry Th
cultured; in his profession, as in his citizenship and among his com- ] o Mint
rades, he stands very high and-above reproach. His views are comr i _’ Ser }t/
prehensive and liberal, his heart large and warm.  All who know him K of thegxr
love and admire him. He was always with us, and of all thg officers M. s0 dru.
of the regiment he kept the only complete diary ; it is very full. As * bad ever ha
we have never had access to morning reports of companies we are bith the Mc
under obligations to Dr. Cole for most of the information in regard to Iebels had b
the sick and wounded, and feel sure that it is accurate. - ay 1, got

From April 14th to 20th theregiment was constantly on picket S ’

. On H
and fatigue duty. o nseqﬁfgéi‘
On the morning of the 20th the Wilder brigade and a large force ok no by
of infantry, accompanied by cavalry, moved east of Murfreesboro to -

We
ReadyVille. - rgf: dﬂg;eri};
On the morning of the 21st we were in Woodbury by sun up. ' hile ¢co.
The regiment took a by-road and was in the rear of McMinnville Pome nice |
shortly after noon, but found the place already in possession of Union Phder the g
troops, the balance of the command having moved directly on the B&ain, 1} .
place. We quote from comrade John Davis, company D: eded ip g

““On that afternoon our force had a lively chase after Morgan,

B¢ landlad.
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ruring Morgan’s wife and the notorious Maj. Dick McCann, of Mor-
5 staff, a wagon train loaded with bacon, 130 prisoners, a train of
rs joaded with fat hogs, 300 woolen blankets, 30,000 pounds of
-4 " eon. 2 hogsheads of sugar, 3 hogsheads of rice, and 8 barrels of
hnskY We also burned a large grist mill, a tram of cars, a rail-
_,d bridge. a cotton factory and 2 bales of cotton.’
Sergt Stewart, company A, says: ‘‘the next morning McCann
2 missing. and when the guards were asked what had become of
fiim one of them sang out,

Oh, he went up the rope.
And came down a slope, -
Into the happy land of Canaan. .

But the truth is, McCann’s guards had got their canteens full of
ple-jaCk during the day, and when they were put on guard they
fere afraid the officers would take the tangle-foot away from them.
faCann being aware of their fears sympathized with them and pro-
k. sed that they give their canteens to him, and they did so. During
khe night the sly rebel gave the guards liquor as often as they wanted
B and each time pretended to drink with them. Before morning the
b ards were so drunk that they could not tell McCann from a two
':‘ ollar dog, and the rebel slipped out and got away. That is the his-
y ry given of McCann’s escape in Basil M. Duke’s history of Morgan’s
avalry. The Seventy-Second had nothing to do with McCann at that
': ime ; Minty's brigade captured him and the 4th Regulars guarded
bhim.  Sergt. Records says that at Peach Tree Creek he fell in with
one of the men who guarded McCann, and he admitted that they
were so drunk on the night he escaped that they didn’t know they
had ever had him. The only connection the Seventy-Second had
with the McCann affair was that we passed the placed where the
Frebels had been whipped a few minutes before, and Will Harvey, com-
fnany [, got McCann'’s hat, and ## never got away.

E On April 22d we moved to Smithfield. No fires were allowed,
onsequently no supper. Onthe 23d we moved so early that we
jtook no breakfast, marching via Snow Hill, we reached Liberty, where
we fed the horses and took dinner. At this place we destroyed a
flarge flouring mill. ‘

¥ While company D was getting corn out of a large bin they found
some nice hams; this led to further search and two rebels were found
j under the floor. We camped that night near Alexandria, and here,
 4gain, the enterprising John Davis and Jimmy Hall, of company D, suc-
teeded In getting more hams, and as they were running off with them
‘ - the landlady exclaimed, ‘‘ there, the villains are carrying off my meat!”
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On the 24th we stayed near Alexandria and scouted eight miles
east, capturing a rebel team and wagon. and alsd some horses, mules
and some stragglers from the enemy. On the 25th the command
moved to within eight miles of Lebanon. scouting parties scattering
all over the country, bringing in cattle, horses, mules, slaves and
rebel prisoners.

On the 26th we moved on to Lebanon scouring the country, as
yesterday, with libéral success. Company I got rine rebels. We
again quote from comrade John Davis, of D: ‘‘Here a detail was
made to hunt the body of Montgomefy. who was captured and shot
by the rebels 6n the 3d of April, (the particulars of which have been
given). While Vance and Montgomery were being led through Leb-
anon a certain tavern-keeper shouted out, ‘‘ hang the d—d sons of
b—s, I'll find the rope.” The detail did not find the body, but pro.
posed to hang the tavern-keeper to make him tell where it was, and
it is presumed they did their duty. : ,

27th. The samc- duty as yesterday with varied success. A heavy
rain storm, and picket firing at night. ) ~

28th. The Seventy-Second started for Murfreesboro with all the
captured stuff, horses, mules, negroes, rebels, etc., arriving in the
evening, but the brigade did not get in until the next day. This
was a long and successful scout during which the men were in the
highest spirits and best of humor. We quote from Dr. Cole's jour-
nal of April 15th: ‘‘Sickness in the regiment prevails to an alarm-
ing extent; average attendance at the sick call, 100, and perhaps 100
more are not fit for duty. This army of 40,000 men is encamped on
a space so small that it is utterly impossible to keep the camps clean.
Thousands of dead horses, mules and offal of every description, liter-
ally cover the whole face of the earth inside our picket lines; and
each emits a thousand stinks, and each stink different from its fellow.
The weather for months has been almost one continual flood of rain,
and now, as the sun comes up more nearly straight over us, and
pours down his boiling rays on this vast, sweltering mass of putridity,
the stinks are magnified, multiplied and etherealized until the man in
the moon must hold his nose as he passes over this vast sea of filth.”

On the 2gth of April Dr. Cole says, just after the scout above men-
tioned, ‘‘the health of the regiment has rapidly improved on the
scout, owing to a change of air, and from salt army rations to fresh
diet.” '

On May 1st we turned over our Sibley tents and drew French
Shelter tents, called by the men ‘‘dog tents,” on account of their
smallness and lowness. These were stout sheets of duck canvas, six
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— .
feet square, and so arranged, with buttons and button-holes along the

edges, that any number of pieces could be buttoned together, either

forming long strips, or large square sheets. Perhaps these tents, as

much as any other mechanical convenience began immediately to

contribute to the health of the army. We quote from Sergt. Rec-
ords, May 1st: ““The stench of this great encampment is becoming

atterly unendurable, and these scouts are hailed with delight. The

health of the regiment is rapidly improving. and the morale and dis-

cipline of the brigadeare in a high state of perfection.”

On the 2d we moved our camp two miles north-east of Murfrees-
poro, near the picket lines, and close to the boiling springs. We
were delighted when the wind came from the north-east ; we could
then get a breath of fresh air.

On May 6th we moved to Levergne through a heavy rain, and
remained there until the morning of the gth, when we moved on by-
roads in a north-east course, passed through Silver Springs and
camped on the Lebanon road. About 10 a. m. the column was
fired upon and company D was detached to give the rebels chase,
which was an exciting one, resulting in the capture of a few prisoners.
In the evening of this day Madison Barton, company E, accidentally
shot himself in the knee, and his leg was taken off by Dr. Cole.
The accident to this faithful soldier, and his loss to the regiment were |
deeply regretted. , '

On the 1oth company I went across the river, north-west, as a
guard for a supply train and took Barton, ' the wounded man, with
them. He got well. In the afternoon the command went to Leba- .
non. and on the i1th returned to» Murfreesboro.

We were now well mounted, and our rapid movements soon gave us
such notoriety that we were called ‘‘ The Lightning Brigade.” It
was part of the original plan that when mounted we should be armed
with repeaiting rifles; accordingly, on the 15th of May, we turned
over our old companions, the Springfield rifles, and drew the famous
Spencer repeating rifles. These rifles were of so much importance in
all our subsequent movements, and were so conspicuous in making
the brigade distinctive and successful in the service, that we here
give a description of the Spencer, and compare it with some other
repeating rifles. Up to the breaking out of the rebellion, all the
armies of the world, so far as we know, were armed with a muzzle-
loading, single shooting gun. The percussion cap was a great im-
Provement over the flint’; yeta gun using the flint could be loaded as
quickly, fired as rapidly, would shoot as far and as accurately as a gun
using the percussion cap. Citizens of the United States were not a
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fighting people, hence her inventive genius had never been pressed to.
produce anything better than the common sporting rifle, used ip ]

hunting game. There had been some improvement in projectiles—
The minnie ball, with a hollow, expansive base that would catch and }
hold all the force of the powder, was a vast improverhent over the |

round bullet that permitted one-third of the force of the powder to

spread around the ball, and even to get past it before leaving the muz- |

zle—But as before stated, when our war broke out, our soldiers were

armed with the same muzzle-loading gun with which our fore |

fathers fought the battles of the Revolution. With these guns it

was irh'possi_ble for the tost experienced soldier to load and fire more }
than twice per minute. This, for a fast people like the Americans, |
was entirely too slow. And acting upon the principle laid down by ;

Sherman in his ‘ Memoirs,” that ‘‘the more destructive you can

make war the mnore humane it is,” genius began to invent guns that
could be more tapidly loaded and fired. A gun was greatly needed !
that would shapt accurately at long range, that could be fired a num- |
ber of times without stopping to load, and that would not get out of ]
repair. To invent such a gun many unsuccessful attenpts were made. |

Among the first “of these attempts was * Colt’s repeating rifle,”

which was made with a barrel of the usual length of army rifles. In-:
stead of loading at the muzzle it had a revolving cylinder at the |
breech containing five chambers, into whick as many loads could be |
~ placed; but it took quite as long to load one of these chambers as it |
did to put in a single load from the muzzle, so that there was no {
time gained in loading ; but after the chambers were all loaded they
could be fired very rapidly. But as there was a possibility of two
or more chambers being discharged at once, thus crippling about 1
as mony of those using them as of the enemy, few regiments }
were ever armed with them. They were very heavy and clumsy

to handle, and were soon abandoned.

The next candidate for favor was the ‘‘Heary rifle.” This ]
was a vast improvement over the *‘Colt.” It was short in the |

barrel ard light in the breech—on the under side of the barrel was

a chamber into which could be placed 16 metaliic cartridges. In {
order to get these cartridges into the barrel of the gun, a light lever i
which was also a guard for the trigger was thrown forward—this .
threw the breech-pin (we call it that for the want of a better name) |
back far enough to admit one cartridge to pass up opposite the hole
in the barrel, and as the lever was pulled back it was pushed in }
ready for firing; the usual motion of hammer and trigger com- 4
pleted the work, Every time the lever was moved it also threw out-;
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