Competitive Firewood CUA Application – Questions Answered

1. Are there any exceptions to the "no oak, elm or beech" clause for wood that has been heat-treated (kiln dried) and has the USDA approval stamp. ---We will amend condition #21 to read, “No Oak, Elm, Beech, or compressed sawdust bricks/logs may be supplied as firewood unless the oak, elm, or beech have been heat-treated and USDA certified pest-free. 
2. What is the NPS position if another species develops invasive problems during the contract period. ---If another species develops invasive problems (found to be a vector for an insect that harms native trees, for instance), it is the NPS position that we will assess the danger level and decide accordingly 
3. The insurance portion has mixed understandings of the need for commercial auto insurance. Upon speaking to my insurance rep there is confusion as to the need for a commercial Auto policy if there is already a commercial liability policy in place. As she explained to me commercial auto insured the product being hauled (if anything happens to it) which would have no impact on the national park, would the umbrella and liability policy only be acceptable? ---Per Attachment E, the operator must carry a Commercial General Liability Insurance policy with a minimum of $500,000 per occurrence. This covers any accidents that customers may experience in or around the firewood point of purchase. The Operator must also carry Auto Insurance for a Freight vehicles weighing less than 10,000 lbs. at the 100/300/50 level. This covers the use of a vehicle in the performance of work delivering wood into the park.  
4.  The conditions note a 15-18” length by 48” circumference bundle but as most USDA kiln dried wood is shrink wrapped into much tighter more efficient bundles, would a .75 cubic foot bundle be acceptable? ---Please see condition #23: “These bundles must be at least 48 inches in circumference and 15-18 inches in length. 
5. The application states that this is an in-park CUA which is capped at a maximum gross revenue of $25,000 per year. What happens if we gross more than that in 1 year? ---In the event that an operator grosses more than $25,000 in a year, the Park will need to re-evaluate whether this service may be provided under a Commercial Use Authorization or whether a concession contract needs to be issued. 
6. Will the CUA be exclusive or will multiple CUA's be issued? ---As stated on the first page of the application package, there will be two CUAs issued, one for D.H. Day Campground and one for Platte River Campground. If an operator wants to be considered for both locations, they must submit two separate applications. 
7. In the past the Lakeshore has allowed firewood to be bought at dealers near the park who were "approved".  Will this still be allowed and will these suppliers be subject to the same requirements as the CUA holder, for 50-mile radius, water content etc. ---Condition #18 states that Firewood must come from local sources (i.e., within 50 miles of the campground where the wood is sold) or be “pest-free treated/certified firewood” as defined by the USDA. The Park will continue to “approve” certain dealers. 
8. There is not a section in the documents concerning the operating terms and conditions required, specifically the hours that wood must be available and length of the season. ---Please see pages 4-7 of the application package for the complete list of operating terms and conditions. 
9. Will slab wood be acceptable? ---Provided it meets all the other criteria outlined in the conditions, there is nothing which precludes slab wood in the CUA. 
10. It is my intention to offer a proposal based on using heat treated USDA approved wood, this has many advantages for all the stake holders however it is not available in bundles that meet 48 in circumference requirement. ---Condition #23 state that “firewood is to be packaged for sale to campground users in tied bundles. These bundles must be at least 48 inches in circumference and 15-18 inches in length.” 
11. There is not a section in the documents concerning the operating terms and conditions required, specifically the hours that wood must be available and length of the season. We apologize for the oversight. The D.H. Day Campground is open from April 27 through the last Sunday in November. The Platte River Campground is open year-round, but only one loop is open in the winter so there would be a much slower usage of firewood in that season. Firewood must be available when the campground(s) are open.  

