
 



more money than all other U.S. exports combined. White 
Southerners came to believe that cotton could be grown on
with slave labor. Over time, many took for granted that thei r 
prosperity , even their way of l ife, was inseparable fro m Afr ica
slavery. 
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Compromise quieted agitation over slavery for 
nly a while. In the 1830s, concerns over the issue resurfaced 
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supported th e right of farmers and workers to enjoy the fr
of thei r labor and try to better themselves. Slavery did not fit 

wi th this view. Many 
Northerners op posed its 
presence in the territories,
which were viewed a
birthr ight of ambitious , 
free white men. The 
proposed admission of 
Missour i as a slave state in 
1820 provoked a national 
debate over slavery. After 
much discussion, th
Missour i Comprom is
worked out. Under i
terms, Maine was ad
as a free state at the same 

time that Mis souri came in as a slave state, maintain ing the 
balance between slave and free states. Addition ally, Congres
prohibited slavery in all western territories lying abov e 
latitude (the southern boundary of M issouri). 
 
The M issouri 
o
for several reasons. One was the appearance in the N orth of a 
tiny number of very persistent agitators calling for  the 
immediate abolit ion of slavery (the abolitionists).  Another was
the bloody 1831 Nat Turner slave rebellion in Virg ini a. Wh
Southerners believed Nort hern abolitionists encouraged slave 
revolts, while Southern effort s to silence the abolition ists 
aroused Nort hern fears about freedom  of speech. 
 
Later, U.S. victory in the Mexican War of 1846…1848
th
of slavery in the territories became a hot issue. A new 
agreement, the Compromise of 1850, was required w hen the 
Californ ia Territory sou ght to join the Union. Aspects
compromise included  1) admission of Calif ornia as a free stat
2) a stronger fugitive slave law; 3) assurance that Congress 
would not i nterfere wi th the interstate traffic i n slaves in the 
South; and 4) proh ibiti on of the slave trade in the District o
Columbia. The compromise left open the status of slavery in 
the other areas won from M exico. Then, in 1854, the Kansas…
Nebraska Act effectively repealed the Missour i Compromise,
causing more violent disputes over slavery. Pro… and anti…
slavery factions turned the Kansas Territ ory into a bloody 
battlegroun d. 
 
Mo stly as a res
Republicans, arose in 
made prohibition of slavery in the territ ories their chief issu

The party was the first in 
the nation•s history to 
draw its support fro
section only. Inevitabl y, 
the party aroused deep 
anger in the South. 
Atti tudes in the two 
sections of the nation 
cont inued to hard
late 1850s. In 1857, the
Supreme Court in the Dred
Scott decision ruled that 
Americans of African 
descent were not U.S. 
citizens. A failed effort t o 
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The presidential election  of 1860 was fought entirely along 
sectional lines. The Democ
slavery, with the party fielding two candidates. The 
Republicans nomin ated Abraham Lin coln of I llin ois. His 
platf orm incl uded government support of r oad and harb
projects and higher tarif fs (import taxes) to protect Ameri
indust ry, in addition to keeping slavery out of the terri tori es
Lincoln won  the election by sweeping the Northern states, 
while f ailing to gain a single electoral vote in the Deep South. 
Spurred by South Carolin a, the states of the Deep South 
decided that limitation of slavery in the terri tori es was the firs
step toward a total abolit ion of slavery. 
 
One by one, seven states „ South Carol
F
Union. L incoln hoped desperately to maintain  the Union
without war.  When he decided to resupply the U.S. army at 
Sumter in Charleston Harbor, Confederate forces fired on
fort. Lin coln then asked for 75,000 volunteers to put down the 
rebelli on. This prompted  Virgin ia, North  Carolin a, Tennessee, 
and Arkansas to join the Confederacy. Civil war had come. 

There were many sectional differences in 19th…century America. 
Differences over slavery were the only ones that could not b
settled by peaceful means. Mu ch evidence from that t ime 
shows that the secession of seven Deep South states was 
caused mostly by concerns over the futu re of slavery. Whe
Mi ssissippi seceded, she publi shed a •De claration of the 
Immediate Causes which Include and Justify the Secession of
the State of Mi ssissippi fr om the Federal Uni on.Ž It stated
 

•Our posi tion is thoroughly i denti fi ed with the 

the Union, if we should consent longer to remain 
It is not a matter of choice, but of necessity. We must 
either submit to degradation, and to the loss of 
property wor th four billi ons of money [the estimated 
total market value of slaves], or we must secede 
the Union framed by our father s, to secure this as well 
as every other species of property.Ž 

Republican Party slogan from the 1860 
election. 

A secession meeting in Charleston, South Carolina. 

 
Dred Scott, subject of a notor ious
Supreme Court decision. 
start a slave uprising in 
irg ini a by abol iti onist John Brown in 1859 spread fear and 
istress across the South. The Civil War begins as Confederate forces fire upon Fort Sumter. 
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