WILDFLOWERS OF SAN JUAN ISLAND
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

San Juan Island is a rare place.

So rare, in fact, that the British and American governments coolly
maintained a 12-year joint military occupation here over a border
dispute, rather than disrupt the pastoral landscape and escalate
international tensions. Their respective encampments today com-
pose San Juan Island National Historical Park: English Camp on the
island’s northwest coast and American Camp on the Cattle Point
peninsula to the south. The landscape of both units is typical of the
northern Pacific coast, with thick stands of conifers, mingled with
rocky outcroppings, salt marshes and ponds, a topography result-
ing from the last ice age. However, glacial impact is most evident
at American Camp on more than 600 acres of prairie, one of the
last in the Puget Sound-Salish Sea region and the rocky bald areas
of Young Hill. The park is committed to maintaining and preserving
these grasslands, and the annual parade of wildflowers that are
eagerly awaited each spring to the delight of islanders and non-
islanders alike. In using this guide, bear in mind that bloom times
vary from year to year and that it is unlawful to collect flowers in
the park. We want to preserve them for generations to come.
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