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SITE NEWS: PEOPLE

Congratulations to Eric Witzke on his permanent
appointment as the new Chief of Maintenance. Eric
has been at the site for four months and shown an
ability to work well with his staff and to get the job
done. We hope he will be with us for quite a while.

TR ACROSS THE GLOBE
WHAT ARE THE ODDS
By Toby Selda

I thought my recent trip to Australia and New Zealand would be
one time when I would not find a TR connection. Was I wrong!
What are the odds that on the last night of a three week trip and
my one night in Auckland, New Zealand, it would be the 100"
anniversary of TR’s Great White Fleet docking there . New Zea-
land’s National Maritime Museum had a special exhibition and a
presentation by James Reckner, author of “Teddy Roosevelt’s
Great White Fleet.”

A lovely young woman found out that I was a volunteer at Theo-
dore Roosevelt’s Home and invited me to the cocktail party as
her guest. Dressed in my yellow slicker and muddy pants and
shoes, I was introduced to many wonderful (and well dressed)
people, including the American Consul-General, Maritime Mu-
seum Director and staff, a local author, naval officers, Dr. Reck-
ner and Bill Stewart. Mr. Stewart is a collector of TR memora-
bilia, who provided most of the items used in the Great White
Fleet exhibition. Needless to say, the evening was a very exciting
conclusion to a fabulous vacation.

For those who may be interested in Bill Stewart’s extensive col-
lection of TR memorabilia, you can visit his web site, at
www.bill@greatwhitefleet.info.

SITE NEWS: EVENTS

Superintendent Tom Ross recently announced that the New York
State Department of Transportation has agreed to erect signs on
the Long Island Expressway and Northern State Parkway which
announce the respective exits for Sagamore Hill. This project is
supported by the recently approved General Mananagement Plan
and was a suggestion that originated at
the Volunteer Advisory Board.

NPS personnel from Harpers Ferry Pres-
ervation Training Center have repaired
and strengthened the retaining wall that

: 5 runs adjacent to
the carriage road. As part of our overall
W repaving project, asphalt has been re-
- | moved from in front of the house under-
neath the porte cochere to expose the her-
| ring bone bricks that were used there for
paving. This area had been paved by TR
so that mud would not be tracked into the house by those ahghtmg
from a carriage or their horse. 40% of 3 -
the site’s roads will be repaved in this
project. The road to Old Orchard was
one of the first completed.

NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS OF SAGAMORE HILL

For personal reasons, Marie Sasso has resigned as Chairperson
on the Friends of Sagamore Hill and Walter Fish, Executive
Vice-Chair, and a founder of the Friends, has assumed the posi-
tion of Chairman. We would like to extend our thanks to Marie
for her nine years of service to the Friends and to the site. Every-
one wishes her well.


http://www.bill@greatwhitefleet.info/�

NEWS FROM THE VOLUNTEER ADVISORY BOARD

At their meeting on September 3, the following board members
were re-elected to three year terms: Adrian Bogart, Milton Elis,
Nancy Hall, Barbara LaMotta and Rita Onorato.

Milton Elis was re-elected as Chairman and Leslie Handler con-
tinues as Secretary. Plans were finalized for the In-service
Training Day for staff and volunteers which will visit Spring-
wood and Val-Kill, both at Hyde Park, NY. A request was made
to administration for a sign on the porch regarding the rules for
visitors in the house such as photography, video and sound tap-
ing, eating/drinking and touching of objects. A few days later,
Mark Koziol found a second piece of gum, within a week, on the
floor of the foyer in the TRH and wanted gum added to the sign.
Charles Markis pointed out that the admission ticket to the TRH
enumerates all the rules. This was countered that the print is so
small that visitors don’t read the ticket. After the meeting Shaun
Roche found a sample of a previously used ticket that had all the
rules in bold print.

On behalf of the volunteers, thanks were given to Tom Ross and
Charles Markis for the two new 150™ Anniversary shirts that
were presented to all volunteers. These shirts can be used in lieu
of formal uniform shirts through the end of the sesquicentennial
year.

After the board meeting, Amy Verone was presented with infor-
mation on a light-weight stool that can be used by visitors to the
house who require seating. These would replace heavy folding
chairs now being used.

NEWS FROM THE PAST

Prior to the TRH opening to the general public in 1953, the
Theodore Roosevelt Association sent out a notice that residents
could come and dig up dogwood trees for $1.00 each. These
trees were being removed from the area where the parking lot
would be located. Over one thousand Long Islanders took ad-
vantage of the offer and more than 1,133 trees were removed. It
reminds one of Tom Sawyer painting the fence. Get others to do
the work for you.

STAUDT-HEARTED
FELLOW

TRIVIA

Congratulations to Dr. John
Staudt and his wife on the
recent birth of their son
Quentin Theodore Staudt.
Young Quentin was born on
July 17 and weighed in at
nine pounds. John is a former
Executive Director of the
Theodore Roosevelt Asso-
ciation.

QUESTION: Who is show in
these two photographs which are
located in Mother’s Room?
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MONDAY WAS THE NEW SATURDAY

It may sound weird, but visitations on Mondays this past sum-
mer have exceeded the numbers usually attained on Saturdays.
Administration attributes the influx of visitors to the high price
of gas. When visitors are asked the locale of their home, more
and more are giving a Long Island address. Once the house
closed on Mondays and Tuesdays after Labor Day, Saturday has
reclaimed the title of “most visitors.” Founders Day, on Monday
August 25 had one full tour after another. When it came time for
the “walk-through” at the end of the day, there were eighty-
seven people entering the house. Now that is a crowd.

NEWS OF VOLUNTEERS

Congratulations to Elizabeth
Kolligs, a curatorial volunteer, who is
having an exhibition of her paintings
at Ariel Fine Art in Locust Valley.
Elizabeth specializes in paintings of
horses. You can view her work
through November 9.

HELP! HELP! HELP!

We need Volunteers to work on Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday, October
25, 26th, and 27th. PLEASE!
PLEASE! PLEASE!

Ekettigs

EDERHOSTEL BAPTIZES TENT

| The tent behind the Visitor
| Center received it’s baptism
under fire. The Elderhostel

the nature trail were non-
existent. When it came to
lunch, the foresight of Administration showed its merit. With the
sides down, our visitors ate in comfort and were kept dry. With
the site’s umbrellas, everyone got to the TRH fairly dry.

The session on September 23 was a piece of cake in comparison.
The weather was sunny, dry
and the temperature was in the
high sixties. Nearly all of the
sixty registrants thought the
entire program was superb.
There were even stand-bys
waiting for an opening. Toby F [
Selda and her right-hand gal, '
Nancy Hall are to be comple-
ment on another job well
done.

Amy Verone addressing the group.
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