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Stained glass skylight on second TR and Great White Fleet by Mort Kiinstler
floor from the 25th anniversary of 1953 opening
JIM COCKS TO HEAD WEST

Congratulations to Jim Cocks on his graduation from Hunter College’s
Film School, on June 4, 2008, with a BA Degree. Jim started at the site
as the Eastern National gift shop manager. He then transferred to Main-
tenance, where he has been working part-time while he pursued his de-
gree. On Tuesday, May 13, a dozen coworkers and volunteers partici-
pated in a farewell celebration for Jim. Rich Althaus bought the pizza
and Bo Stein bought Jim’s favorite dessert — a chocolate cake with va-
nilla icing covered in oreo pieces. What’s not to like? In lieu of a $1,000
check, Tom Ross presented Jim with a certificate of appreciation from
Sagamore Hill..

When asked what type of films he wants make, Jim replied, “Horror and
Noir.” Jim is interested in writing, cinematography, sound, lighting, and
directing. He’ll probably sell the popcorn as well. We all wish him well
and the site is already looking for a replacement. If you know a college
student who is not afraid to work on week-ends, tell Julie Abbate in
Administration. She is ready to hire the right person.

Bo Stein, Jim Cocks and Tom Ross

LAST OF FRIENDS 08 LECTURE SERIES

Dr. John Staudt closed out the current year’s John A. Ga-
ble Lecture Series with his talk on Theodore Roosevelt’s
stance on race in America. TR was a complex individual
and his actions are subject to more than one conclusion. He
admired Booker T. Washington but he did not have a high
regard for the Black race. He refused to fire the Black
southern post-mistress but he was intransigent in his deal-
ings with the Black enlisted men of the Twenty-fifth Infan-
try. He had them court martialed, not because he found
them guilty of the charges, but because they didn’t adhere
to Roosevelt’s idea of an Honor Code, that the Army came
first before your fellow soldiers.

Thank you to Virginia Uhlinger of the Friends for coordi-
nating an excellent series.






RELIGION AND POLITICS

During the presidential campaign of 1908 an attempt was made to inject into it the question as to the religious belief of the Republi-
can candidate, William Howard Taft. A number of letters on the subject were written to President Theodore Roosevelt from various
parts of the country, but he answered none of them during the election campaign.

After the campaign was over, TR wrote an answer to one as an answer to all, and made the letter public. It was published in the
newspapers throughout the country. No one was happy with his thoughts of true Amercanism in religion. Edward E. Swadener
thought the letter should be preserved for future generation and in 1908 published a slim, 28 page hard cover book titled American-
ism in Religion. The essence of the letter follows and is as appropriate now as it was one hundred years ago.

“My dear sir: [ have received your letter running in part as follows: “”While it is claimed almost universally that religion should not
enter into politics, yet there is no denying it does, and the mass of the voters who are not Catholics will not support a man for any
office, especially for president of the United States, who is a Roman Catholic.””

Since Taft has been nominated for president by the Republican party, it is being circulated and is constantly urged as a reason for
not voting for Taft, that he is an infidel (Unitarian), and his wife and brother Roman Catholics. If his feelings are in sympathy with
the Roman Catholic church on account of his wife and brother, that would be objectionable to a sufficient numbers of voters to de-
feat him. On the other hand, if he is an infidel, that would be sure to mean defeat. I am writing this letter for the sole purpose of
giving Mr. Taft an opportunity to let the world know what his religious belief is.’

“You ask that Mr. Taft shall ‘let the world know what his religious belief is.” This is purely his own private concern, and it is a mat-
ter between him and his Maker, a matter for his own conscience; and to require it to be made public under penalty of political dis-
crimination is to negate the first principle of our government, which guarantees complete religious liberty and the right to each man
to act in religious affairs as his own conscience dictates.

“Mr. Taft never asked my advice in the matter, but if he had asked for it I should have emphatically advised him against thus stating
publicly his religious belief. The demand for a statement of a candidate’s religious belief can have no meaning except that there
may be discrimination for or against him because of that belief.

Discrimination against the holder of one faith means retaliatory discrimination against men of other faiths. To discriminate against a
thoroughly upright citizen because he belongs to some particular church or because, like Abraham Lincoln, he has not avowed his
allegiance to any church, is an outrage against that liberty of conscience which is one of the foundations of American life.” TR went
on for another nine pages to reinforce his point that it is none of your business how someone prays or doesn’t pray.

LECTURE ABOUT EDITH TOUR TIPS
Professor Catherine Fors- Do you tell the story of
Iund will be making a pres-  the Teddy Bear when
entation on “The Life and you give your tour? If
Times of Edith Roosevelt.” you do, here is a correc-
The talk will be on Thurs- tion given to this writer
day, June 19 at the Matine- during one of my tours.
cock Masonic Lodge at 14 The name of the novelty
West Main Street in Oyster store owner from Brook-
Bay beginning at 7:30 p.m. lyn who sold and named
A professor of history at the first Teddy Bears was
Rockford College in Rock- Morris Mitchtom. My
ford, Illinois, Ms. Forslund visitor, whose uncle had

has visited the site as part of be.en in business with
her research for an upcoming ~ Mitchtom, told me that

book, Edith Kermit Roose- his name was pronounced
velt: Modern Victorian First Micktum, pronounced as
Lady. Publication is ex- if you would say “victim”
pected in 2010. with an m instead of a v.
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