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TRIVIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This 
two-

branch candlestick was found in 
the barn many years ago. 
 

Question: from what was the 
candlestick crafted? 

WATER, WATER 
 

Did you ever wonder how the hot water got up to the upstairs bath-
rooms? Well, this writer did and I asked Bo Stein who briefed me on the 
water system in the house. For those who are not aware, Bo has been 
part of the maintenance staff since September 1977, thirty years and is 
the font of information on subjects of that nature.. Here are the high-
lights of our discussion. 
 

The windmill pumped water into an approximately 1,000 gallon under-
ground reservoir adjacent to the windmill.  From there, a pump sent the 
water to the third floor, where a 300 gallon holding tank was located 
adjacent to the Cook’s Room. When I said I thought it was a five hun-
dred gallon tank, he advised me that a tank that size would be too heavy 
for the floor to support. There are no records on the exact size of the 
original tank but Bo has done the floor load math. 
 

Water then flowed down to the kitchen by gravity where it was heated 
by the kitchen stove. Since the tank was on the third floor and the bath-
rooms were no higher than the second floor, the force of gravity pushed 

the water up to the second floor for use in the bathrooms. Bo emphasized that there wouldn’t be too much hot water because the cold 
water would mix in very quickly. 
 

Water used for washing and laundry came from a cistern that is under the back porch nearest the ice house. This cistern is about twenty 
feet deep. The timing of my question was perfect. Bo pulled out his cell phone and showed recently taken pictures of that cistern. 
Within the cistern were pipes that had been used for the bathrooms that were installed in the Ice House for visitor’s use before the 
Visitors Center had been constructed. When Bo retires, a great deal of historical information will leave with him. We had better depro-
gram him now. 

YOUR MOTHER WAS NO EDITH 
 

If your mother was like mine, broken 
toys were thrown out, outgrown board 
games were given away (only if it was in 
good condition). Not Edith Roosevelt. 
Apparently she kept almost everything 
(except Archie’s high stocks with the 
holes in them). As the staff and volun-
teers replaced old protective paper from 
items stored in the boiler room they came 
across a trove of children’s board games. 
The well worn games, most missing their 
boxes, were from the very early 1900s. 
One game, Battles for Boys, still in its 
box had cardboard toy soldiers. There 

were British and Scottish from the Crimean War, Germans and Soa-
ves from the Franco-Prussian War and American Infantry from the 
Spanish-American War. There was one recognizable figure, Col. 
Theodore Roosevelt. TR had his binoculars and sword but his torso was separated from his legs. Still, TR was better off than all the 
soldiers who were headless. Edith certainly preserved family history, all of it.   
 

IDEAL SCHOOL GROUP VISITS SITE 
 

Ten students and their teachers, from Grace Academy, visited the site on 
January 18 and toured the TRH. “The best bunch of students I ever had”, 
said Jesse Ponz. The group was well behaved and the students asked many 
worthwhile questions. The accompanying picture was taken before the 
group entered Old Orchard where Betsy Davison directed their museum 
visit. 

TRA SPEECH CONTEST 
 

Howard Ehrlich has assumed the mantel of coordinator of the 
annual Theodore Roosevelt Speech Contests. He steps into the 
shoes of Mike Manson who has retired. The Nassau County con-
test will be held on April 10 & 11 with the finals on April 17. 
The New York City event will be on May 28 & 29 with the fi-
nals following on June 4. 

TOUR TIPS 
 

In order to get some sign of life from certain school children visiting the site, Josh Reyes ask the 
kids, “In an election, why didn’t Edith Roosevelt ever vote for her husband?” To date he has 
never gotten the correct answer. New York State didn’t give the women the right to vote until 
1917 and the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution prohibited gender discrimination in voting 
in1920.  
 

NEWS FROM EASTERN NATIONAL 
 By Debbie Bulck 
 

Happy New Year to all!! 
 

If you haven’t stopped into the Visitor Center lately- 
come on in to browse or just say hello. We have many 
new items including the latest on TR and Alice Long-
worth. There is also the 1897 Sears catalogue, mulling 
spices and lots of new children’s books. We even have 
a miniature cannon! 
 

As always 15% discount to all our volunteers. 

BEHIND THE BARRIERS TOUR  
by Mark Koziol 
 

The third Behind the Barriers tour on January 14th had a wonderful 
turnout.  Led by Amy, Sue and Mark ,volunteers Rita Onorato, Ginny 
Perrell, Toby Selda, Kathy Heiser and Leslie Handler were joined by 
Natalie Naylor and Charles Markis, and took an extensive tour of the 
first floor rooms of the TRH.  The staff talked about the many wonderful 
artifacts in the library such as the oil painting of Theodore Roosevelt Sr.; 
the mosaic, “Gardens of the Vatican” given to TR by Pope Leo XIII in 
1902; and the silver candlestick holder on TR’s desk, the same stick that 
held the candle that sealed in wax the Russo-Japanese Peace treaty of 
1905.   The inquisitive group of six asked very good, detailed questions 
about many of the artifacts.  
 

All enjoyed themselves so much that the scheduled two hour tour be-
came three hours long.  The fourth and last Behind the Barriers tour of 
the TRH first floor will take place on Monday, January 28, beginning at 
ten in the morning.  Please call Mark Koziol at (516) 922-4271, ext. 31, 
to participate. 

SITE NEWS: PEOPLE 
 

Our condolences to Bo Stein, on the recent death of his 
mother this past Christmas holiday. On a happier note, 
Bo recently celebrated his birthday . 
 

Julie Abbate is currently acting as Interim Chief Ad-
ministrative Officer  

WILDLIFE IN THE 
WILD 
 

While he was working out-
side the TRH, Paul Dama 
saw a hawk swoop down 
and snatch a field mouse. 
Paul reached for his cell 
phone and caught the ac-
companying photo of the 
hawk in flight with the 
mouse in his talons silhou-
etted against a tree. 
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The National Park Service cares  
for the special places saved by  

the American people so that all may  
experience our heritage. 
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TRIVIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An- swer: 
The candlestick was made from a 
triple tongued pliers. If you have 
definitive knowledge of what tool 
this is please contact the editor.     
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Chilkat, Alaskan Indian shawl given TR Invited guests to house in September 1908  Quentin Roosevelt Croix de Guerre citation   

Correction: The December issue of Rough Writer had two words missing in 
the article on the Behind the Barriers Tours. The article should have read: 
“[Some of] the radiators were not installed by Edith in the early ‘20s but by 
the TRA in the ‘50s.”  

NEW SUPERINTENDENT ON THE JOB 
 

Tom Ross, the new superintendent of Sagamore Hill, recently assumed his duties. This is 
Tom’s first superintendency. Born in New Bedford, Mass., Tom attended that city’s Birchwa-
ter State College, where he earned his bachelor’s degree with a double major in history and 
geography. His interest was in early 20th century history, the post-industrial revolution. Tom 
was attracted to human geography, urban government and city planning. He started his work 
career in economic development for the  City of New Bedford. 
 

Tom earned a teaching certificate but never taught. Realizing that, if he, wanted to go father, 
he would need a Masters degree and he enrolled at the University of Massachusetts in Am-
herst,  where he received his Masters in Urban Planning, with a focus on downtown revitali-
zation. In 2000, he joined the NPS as a community planner. 
 

He enjoys outside activities such as hiking and camping. He is also an avid jogger and runner. 
With the arrival of his sons, Cameron, four,  and Nathaniel, two, his outside activities now 
center around the demands of fatherhood. Tom’s wife, Kerrie Bellisario teaches graduate arts 
and sciences at Lesley University, in Lesley, Mass. 

 

Prior to his arrival at Sagamore Hill, Tom was the Deputy Director of the Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor, which 
runs from Worchester, Mass to Providence, RI. He feels honored to be here at the home of one of America’s greatest presidents. We wish 
him well. 

SESQUICENTENTIAL COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Plans for special programs to be held during the 150th Anniversary of TR’s birth 
are proceeding. The planning committee has been meeting every Friday morn-
ing. Chaired by Josh Reyes, the recent meeting was attended (l to r) Charles 
Markis, Julie Abbate, Mark Koziol, Rich Althaus, Tom Ross, Bob Wulfhorst and 
Josh Reyes (hidden on the right). A volunteer will join the committee at its next 
meeting  

NEWS OF THE VOLUNTEER ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Roy Fuchs is shopping for a new grille for the An-
nual Picnic. The grille we have used in the past is no 
longer useable.  The Volunteer Recognition Night 
will be held in April. Charles is currently looking for 
an off-site-available venue. Ginny Perrell announced 
that there was over whelming demand that the Holi-
day Party be again held at the Swan Club in Roslyn 
Harbor. Volunteers requested that, after the Behind 
the Barrier Tours are completed,  a How the 
House Worked Tour be given. This would cover 
the water, the bathrooms, the manufacture of illumi-

nating gas and other similar items. 
 

JOHN A. GABLE LECTURE SERIES SET 
 

Ginny Uhlinger, Program Chair of the Friends of Sagamore Hill, announced the lecture 
schedule for the Spring of 2008. All lectures will be held at the Matinecock Masonic 
Lodge, 14 West Main St., Oyster Bay. Lectures are free and refreshments will be served. 
 

Thurs., March 27th - Natalie Naylor will speak on Managing a Country Estate:  
                                      Theodore Roosevelt, Country Squire and Edith Roosevelt,  
                                      CEO. 
 

Thurs., April 24th- Amy Verone will speak on The Fourth Estate Visits Sagamore  
                                     Hill: Putting Theodore Roosevelt in His Place. 
 

Thurs. May 15th- John Staudt speaks on We Are All Going Up or Down 
                               Together: Theodore Roosevelt’s Stance on Race in America. 
 

Doors open at 7:00 pm. Program begins at 7:30 pm. 

LtoR: Roy Fuchs, Wayne Wagner and Rita Onorato 

MAINTENANCE HOLIDAY PARTY 
 

Chief of Preservation and Maintenance Brian Forseth, hosted a holiday party for his staff 
and volunteers at Cafe Al Dente in Oyster Bay. Joining Brian were Bo Stein, Paul Dama, 
Rich Althaus, Jim Cocks and volunteers Roy Fuchs and Michael Vezzi. This was Brian’s 
way of thanking everyone for the wonderful work done in 2007. When Roy Fuchs was 
asked if there were any pictures for the Rough Writer he said, “Sorry! We concentrated on 
the food.” 

SITE NEWS: EVENTS 
 

After many years of straining one’s eyes in the staff room at Old Orchard, new overhead 
lights have been installed. Now we might be able to catch errors in the Rough Writer be-
fore it is printed. 




