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TRIVIA

Answer: This is the gong that was
originally used to call the children
to dinner.
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WEATHERMAN HOLDS BACK THE RAIN

T e i

As the clouds began to thicken on
Wednesday evening, July 29, fifty people
listened as Douglas Brinkley, author of
The Wilderness Warrior: Theodore Roose-
velt and the Crusade for America, talked
about the research he did in order to be
able to write this nine hundred page vol-
o] ume. He was introduced by Scott Gurney
who chaired the evening’s program.
Brinkley emphasized a side of TR that is
little known in comparison to TR the
"9 statesman, explorer and the trust buster.
“ TR, the man of science is the principle

theme of his book. After a question and
answer period, Brinkley signed his book for those who had purchased a copy. The first

. =2 floor of the house was then opened, at no

charge, to those who were interested. After
refreshments, most visitors scurried off
before the rains came. Special thanks to
Harvey Sackowitz, Adam’s father, for pro-
viding the pizza for the staff members who
were working during the evening.

B

HIGHWAY SIGNS

The site has had an increase in visitors this summer. The economy has been cited as the
cause for more people to stay near home. But what about the new signs that are on the
Long Island Expressway, the Northern State Parkway and on Route 106/107? Could these
reminders encourage people who have never been to Sagamore Hill to come and visit.
How about conducting an informal survey? Ask the people on your tour if anyone came
because of the signs.

SITE NEWS: PEOPLE

Seasonal staff continues to join our working family. Two of the latest additions are Carly
Schildhaus in Interpretation and Edward Demaria in Maintenance. Ed is shown painting
the Visitor Center, under the watchful eye of Rich Althaus. Also new to Maintenance is
Isae Badaraco, whose brother Isaac worked at the site last year.

TRYING TO REPAIR THE CLOCKS

Sue Sarna is trying to have both the Ting Tang Clock in the Library and the Grandfather’s
Clock in the Foyer repaired. It’s not an easy job. There are many people who say they have
the ability to repair these clocks, but very few individuals with a track record for historical
clocks. There is not enough space to relate Sue’s tribulations with a certain “qualified” re-
pairman who can’t fathom government procedures. With luck, the clocks will be ticking
away before the house closes for repairs.
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Josiah is now back where he belongs in
the library

Before it was appropriated by others,
the swastika was used by early
Native Americans

JULY FOURTH LEAVES THEM HAPPY

The staff from Maintenance might
h::“,&- not have been as happy as were
the visitors. Somehow those fel-
lows were able to find parking

PP spaces for the cars of the 2,500
B visitors who came to Sagamore
Hill for the holiday festivities.
Tom Ross and all the members of
the Planning Committee saw to it
| that there was something for eve-
- | ryone. Our group of retired teach-
ers and others, handled the chil-
dren’s arts and crafts projects.
Fans and masks were the order of
the day. A seeming endless line of
visitors trooped through the first floor of the house where they received
information on TR and his family. The porch was crowded with rangers
and volunteers giving “porch talks.”

Noreen Hancock had organized “old fashioned” children’s games. The
Rough Riders, from the Nassau-Suffolk Horsemen’s Association delighted
everyone with their riding maneuvers. TR in the person of Jim Foote
greeted everyone. Captain Wheeler, skipper of the aircraft carrier USS
Theodore Roosevelt, brought greetings from the crew. No one went hun-
gry. The people from Gooseberry Grove in Oyster Bay saw to it that there
were franks, drinks and ice cream. Members of the Friends of Sagamore
Hill were busy signing up new members to help the site. Thank you to all
who made the event so successful.

A Samurai sword in the Sagamore Hill




ANNUAL PICNIC A SUCCESS NEWS OF VOLUNTEERS

There must be magic in a grilled hamburger or frank. A record turnout came to the festivities on Friday, July 24. Two new cooks, Josh
Reyes and Shaun Roche, turned out grilled items so fast that the line of people with empty plates moved at warp speed. These two gen-
tlemen have been honing their grilling skills all spring and they put to shame past cooks. Rita Onorato bought the meats, which this
year tasted better than ever. Roy Fuchs bought the ice and the propane for the grille and had a chance to sit and enjoy the meal, with
wife Aseanath and granddaughter, for the first time in a number of years.

One of our longest serving volunteers, Joel Joseph, has retired from giving tours. Joel ML A l|“”
was a member of our first Volunteer Advisory Board and a Saturday stalwart. Joel was a ;
long serving Mayor of Great Neck Station and a judge in that municipality. His presence
will be missed.

Since last month we have had additional volunteers join our ranks. Brittany Juul-
Wayne Wagner bought more soda this year but still the root beer was the first to disappear. We can blame it on the largest crowd of Nielson, Frank Cinterotti, Karen Davila and Karen Kepertis have joined Interpretation
eighty-eight. Next year he will buy more root beer and everyone will want something else. The second generation was noticeable and are presently operating the desk at Old Orchard. Giuseppe Abbondandolo, also in

every where. Marie and Bo Stein’s son Peter came. Dan and Kathleen Arena’s son Danny was there. Dick Brummer’s granddaughter Interpretation, is cataloguing all the non-historical books in the TRH and at Old Orchard. |8

Katherine, now a mature young lady, was remembered as a little child by long-time volunteers. ‘ Some volunteers are students and will be with us until it is time to return to school.

— Scott Gurney and Kristen Herron’s daughter Jane was caught trying to drive away
in an electric car. Tom & Kerri Ross’s son Nate put the arm on Jane to see that she |
didn’t escape. Ginny Perrell sliced up enough tomatoes and cut up enough lettuce
71 for the next two picnics. Special thanks to Jen Ladd, from Raynam Hall who saw
to it that the cooks were kept in supplies. She earned her dinner. Rich Althaus
oversaw the placement of the food .Chuck and Julie Nace brought their daughter
and son. In a generational reversal, Adam Sackowitz brought his father Harvey.

Wayne Wagner was recently featured in Newsday. Wayne is the Chairman of the Wan-
tagh Library Advisory Board and is active in trying to convince the Library Board to
reinstate their

Brittany

Giuseppe

Library Director.

KEEPING UP WITH THE NPS

by Adam Sackowitz

— A new National Park in Arkansas has been established to honor, you guessed it, former
d President William Jefferson Clinton. The Clinton Birthplace Home National Historic Site is
in Hope, Arkansas. The newest unit of the National Park Service was established under the
| Omnibus Public Land Management of 2009. When the required federal land is acquired and
is officially designated by the Interior Department, the Birthplace will interpret the story of
our nation’s 42nd President. Born on August 19, 1946, Bill Clinton lived in this modest
home on South Hervey Street for the first four years of his life. Eventually the young child
_| would become Governor of Arkansas and from 1993-2001 President of the United States.

Tom Ross introduced Albertine Bloemendal, a Roosevelt Scholarship winner from
the Netherlands. Tom gave Albertine souvenirs of her visit to the site, including a
150" commemorative coin. Special thanks were given to the Friends of Saga-
more Hill for covering the expenses of the picnic. Walter Fish, Chairman of the
Friends was recognized. Tom Ross presented Milton Elis with a framed certificate
recognizing Milton’s contributions at Sagamore Hill. Iffy weather had been pre-
dicted but the Spirit of TR over-rode the weatherman. Everyone stayed until the mosquitoes came out.

When visiting Arkansas, be sure to visit the William Jefferson Clinton Presidential Library
in Little Rock and also visit Hot Springs National Park.

ARTIFACTS GET PHOTOGRAPHED SMITHTOWN TEACHERS VISIT

Mark Koziol
recently accom-
panied two pro-
fessional pho-
tographers who
were making
high quality pho-
tos of many of
the paintings and
bronzes in the

Scott Gurney hosted a
group of teachers from
the Smithtown School
District. The teachers
were taking an in-
service course and Sa-
gamore Hill/Theodore
Roosevelt were their M
objects of study. After a -

class at Old Orchard, Scott led his charges to the TRH and gave them

TRH. These and in-depth tour.

photographs will

facilitate the answering of requests for information WHO IS THIS MAN AND WHAT IS HE DOING?
about Theodore Roosevelt and Sagamore Hill. The It is not a flasher, but rather the Puritan by Au-

current photos in our archives and in our data base gustus-Saint Gaudens complaining about too

have been photographed by amateurs without the kind much junk on the bulletin board in the staff

of equipment needed to make quality prints. room at the TRH.

HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT

James Lee from the Northeast Regional Office |

will begin preparation of a Historic Structure |/
CORRECTION Report. This will be another tool that the staff
can use to make specific building plans for the
site. The report will also be an aid for volun-
teers to more intelligently describe what was
taking place at the site during TR’s era.

Question: What is this and what
was its use?

In the June issue of the Rough Writer we mistakenly
called volunteer, Gerry Alfani, Gerald. His first name
is Gerard. Sorry for the error.
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