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JOSEPH SHANNON 1931-2008

*| Ask not for whom the bugle sounds. The
4| bugle sounds for you.

You can’t argue with God, although this

| might have been an occasion to do so. Jo-

seph Shannon has died; we can’t say

‘passed away.” His death was too sudden.

On Monday, July 30, Joe was riding his

| bicycle when he was hit by a school bus

1 that effectively ended his life, although he
remained on life support a few days

longer. Joe was liked by all who came in contact with him and

he was respected by his associates. A retired high school

teacher and coach, Joe served as a seasonal ranger at Sagamore

Hill for thirteen years and his insight helped many a new ranger

learn more about Theodore Roosevelt.

Joe took it upon himself to
tend to the flowers surround-
ing Quentin Roosevelt’s grave-
stone in front of the flagpole.
Last year I took a picture of
Joe tending the flowers, plan-
ning to use it in the Rough
Writer. It was never used.
Now is an appropriate time to
print the photo. The flag at the site is at half-staff in memory of
Joe and another Park Service employee who lost his life fight-
ing fires in the west. The staff are wearing black bands on their
badges as a tribute to Joe’s life.

We all offer our sympathy to
his widow, Joan, who regularly
helped out during the Police
| Award ceremony here at Sa-
gamore Hill. Joe’s funeral at
| St. Agnes Cathedral in

- - Rockville Centre was very
moving. His son Michael gave the eulogy. Twenty-nine col-
leagues from Sagamore Hill served as the honor guard while a
piper played as the casket entered and left the cathedral. Staff,
volunteers, site workers and their families gave Joe the send-off
he had earned. If you would like to contribute to a memorial
fund for Joe, please send your contributions to Charles Markis.
Condolences can also be sent to: Joan Shannon, 830 Shore Road
Apt. 3K, Long Beach, NY 11561.

SITE NEWS: PEOPLE

Domenick Izzo, 19, of Bayville has joined Maintenance and will
be working on week-ends. Domenick is a student at Baruch Col-
lege and is majoring in Musical Management and Entertain-
ment. In his spare time, he is the lead singer and an instrumen-
talist in his own band “Calm as a Coma”. A talented musician,
Domenick plays four instruments. Maintenance has lost all its
summer help. Andrew Leslie, Isaac Badaraco and Mike Imbur-
gia are all back in school. Kate Woods and Jennifer Jablonsky
are gone from Interpretation and Seanna Burke said farewell to
Administration.



ELDERHOSTEL

The first Elderhostel program of the fall will be held on Tues-
day, September 9, with the second session to be on Tuesday,
September 23, 2008. Event Chair Toby Selda is anticipating a
full house (30 people) for each session. The all day affair in-
cludes breakfast, a talk on the early life of Theodore Roosevelt,
a tour of the museum, a walk on the nature trail to the beach.
Then lunch, a tour of the house and a lecture on the farm life of
Sagamore Hill.

AUDIE MURPHY OF JUNIOR RANGERS VISITS SITE

Who was Audie Murphy you may ask? He
was the United State’s most decorated soldier
of World War II. What does he have to do
with Junior Rangers? Last week, a twelve
year old girl, Chandler Johnson, visited Sa-
gamore Hill and she was wearing a sash con-
taining 230 Junior Ranger awards. This
young woman had visited about 240 National
Historic Sites, Parks and Monuments, not all
of which had Junior Ranger programs. She
earned another badge here. Even Charles
Markis was impressed and that doesn’t come easily.

Dear Ranger Reyes,

I had a great visit to Sagamore Hill NHS. Seeing a funnel
cloud from near the visitor center was really exciting!
"Letterboxing" was a really unique experience, I'm glad your Jr.
Ranger Program introduced me to it! I learned a lot about the
flora and fauna in and around the park with the "Wonderbook of
Nature" Jr. Ranger Program. The "Museum Hunt" was really fun
also, I was surprised to see a ring made with a strand of
President Lincoln's hair in the museum! My Sagamore Hill
badge and patch now have a special place on my vest. [ am
proud to call myself a Junior Ranger of Sagamore Hill National
Historic Site!

Thank you,
Junior
Ranger Chandler Johnson :)

TRIVIA

This picture of TR’s Elkhorn
Ranch, circa 1884-1885, hangs
in a prominent spot but is rarely

noticed.

QUESTION: Where in the TRH
does this picture hang?
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO: THE SUMMER OLYMPICS by
Mark Koziol

The 1908 Summer Olympics were held in
+| London from April through October.
Twenty-two nations were represented by
2,008 athletes (37 women and 1971 men)
taking part in the 110 events over six

- | months. The country with the most medal
| wins was Great Britain with 145 medals

§ and the United States in second place with
47

medals.

Runner John J. Hayes won the Marathon
on July 24, 1908. He was the first to win
a marathon over the now official distance
of 26 miles, 385 yards (42.195 km). Hayes, an Irishman, living in
New York City, was second across the finish line, but Dorando
Pietri, an Italian, had run himself into a stupor. Pietri had entered
the stadium first, by a wide margin, and in his daze, turned the
wrong way. Officials managed to get him turned around. The NY
Times of July 25, 1908 described Pietri as "Staggering like a
drunken man, he slowly tottered down the home stretch. Three
times he fell, struggled to his feet, and each time, aided by track
officials, he fought his way toward the tape." This assistance
caused him to be disqualified, and made Hayes the winner.

Hayes' time for the distance was 2 hours, 55 minutes, 18.4 sec-
onds. The British Olympic Committee had wanted to start the race
at Windsor Castle and finish in front of the royal reviewing stand.
As a result, the distance was the now famous 26 miles, 385 yards
(42.195 km). Prior to this, races were usually about 25 miles.
President Roosevelt’s October 24, 1908 letter to Hayes praised
him for his Olympic accomplishments and thanked him for the
recent gift of a “big stick,” one of many TR received in his politi-
cal lifetime.
President
Roosevelt
was invited to
attend the
New York
City celebra-
tion for the
athletes on
Saturday,
September
5" but was
unable to
travel and
attend the
ceremony. Therefore, the athletes went to Oyster Bay to meet the
president. Theodore Roosevelt met with sixty-one athletes at Sa-
gamore Hill on Monday, August 31. Some of the athletes TR met
that day were Platt Adams, triple jump competitor; Lawson
Robertson, 100 meters racer; and John J. Flanagan, hammer
thrower.

August 2008
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