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Saguaro National Park News Release

For Immediate Release

May 18, 2009

Contacts:     Saguaro East - Melanie Florez  (520) 733-5153

   
 Saguaro West - Richard Hill  (520) 733-5158

June Programs Offered at Saguaro National Park

Saguaro National Park is offering a series of special programs this spring that will explore the wonderful natural and cultural history of the park.  Come along on a naturalist-led evening walk in the park or join a local expert for a presentation in the visitor center.  Programs will be offered at both districts.  There is no charge for interpretive programs, but park entrance fees apply.  Program schedules are subject to change – call the visitor centers for schedule updates, or to make a reservation when required.

Special Programs offered at the Rincon Mountain District (Saguaro East) include:

June 5
 
 7:00 p.m.
Night Walk

Join a park naturalist for this easy two-hour hike to explore and experience the Sonoran Desert at night.  Dress for the weather, wear comfortable walking shoes, and bring water and a flashlight.  As space is limited, advanced reservations are required, and can be made by calling 733-5153.  
June 6

3:00 p.m.
Arizona’s National Treasures

Join  Park Ranger Jeff Wallner in the visitor center auditorium as he takes you on a 45-minute photo tour of the National Park sites in Arizona, This program will also be offered on June 13, 20 and 27. Program is accessible. 
June 7

3:00 p.m.
Yesterday, Today and Saguaro

What will the world’s changing climate mean for the National Parks? Will our children find glaciers in Glacier, coral reefs in Hawaii, Joshua in Joshua Tree? And what does a warmer, drier Arizona future hold for our signature Giant Saguaro? Ranger Jeff Wallner will pose these questions that only your future decisions can answer. Meet at the visitor center for this 45-minute auditorium presentation. This program will also be offered on June 14, 21 and 29. Program is accessible. [image: image1.jpg]



June 13
 6:00 – 10:00 a.m.
Buffelgrass Weed Pull  (Rincon Mountain District)

Volunteers will work with park staff to remove a patch of buffelgrass, an invasive non-native plant which threatens the Sonoran Desert.  We will meet at the Rincon Mountain Visitors Center and then carpool to a work site near Javelina Picnic Area.  Please park in the Administration Parking Lot (first right after entering the park, follow road to the parking lot just south of the visitor center parking area).  Wear sturdy hiking shoes, long pants and a hat.  Bring plenty of water and gloves (if you have them); tools and gloves will be provided.  Following the event we will relax over snacks and beverages.  Advanced reservations are recommended, so we can get a general participant count.  Call 733-5187, or sign up at the visitor center.

Special Programs offered at the Tucson Mountain District (Saguaro West) include:

  June programs to be announced.
Daily Programs

The park’s two districts offer additional daily interpretive programs not listed here.  Contact either of our visitor centers for updated schedules, or visit our website online at http://www.nps.gov/sagu/planyourvisit/things2do.htm.
Visitor Center Locations/Phone Numbers

Both visitor centers are open daily from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, except Christmas Day.

Red Hills Visitor Center  (Saguaro WEST)

Rincon Mountain Visitor Center  (Saguaro EAST)

2700 North Kinney Road



3693 South Old Spanish Trail

Tucson, AZ  85743




Tucson, AZ  85730

(520) 733-5158





(520) 733-5153

For more information about Saguaro National Park and some of its partners, Friends of Saguaro National Park and the Western National Parks Association, visit these websites: 

www.nps.gov/sagu
www.friendsofsaguaro.org 

www.wnpa.org
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