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Saguaro National Park News Release

For Immediate Release

May 15, 2007
Contacts:      Saguaro West – Chip Littlefield  (520) 733-5158
June Programs Offered at Saguaro National Park
Saguaro National Park’s Tucson Mountain District (West) is offering a series of programs this summer that will explore the wonderful natural history of the Sonoran Desert. There is no charge for interpretive programs, but park entrance fees apply.
June 8

6:30 p.m.
Twilight Hike
These hikes start approximately 1 hour before sunset and last until approx. 1 hour after sunset. The hike is considered easy. The hike is about 2 miles and takes about 2 hours. The terrain is relatively flat. The group will walk up a sandy wash for the first half of the walk. Following the sunset; the group will return on a trail in the fading light. As space is limited, advance registration is required and can be made by calling the visitor center at (520) 733-5158.

June 2

6:00 a.m.
Bird Walk
Join experienced birding guide John Higgins to see some of the twenty five species of birds that are year-round residents of Saguaro National Park. Meet at the Red Hills Visitor Center, 2700 N. Kinney Road. The group will caravan to several nearby locations. The walking is considered easy, on flat but dirt and rocky trails.  Persons of all ages, with or without bird watching experience, are welcome.  Participants are encouraged to bring water and sun protection, and binoculars and bird guides if you have them.  The walk usually lasts two hours. For more information call 733-5158.

June 16
3:00 p.m.
“Ecological Equilibrium the BUG Way!”

Arthropods (insects, centipedes, scorpions, etc.) are well represented in the Sonoran Desert, but did you know the desert depends on them to keep it healthy?  These tiny creatures help regulate the populations of herbivores, predators, parasites and the flora, keeping the ecosystem—all ecosystems—in balance. Come learn about this fascinating micro-world from the University of Arizona’s “Bug Man,” Dr. Carl Olson. In addition to his slide program, he will have specimen cases available for viewing.
June 22
6:30 p.m.
Twilight Hike
These hikes start approximately 1 hour before sunset and last until approx. 1 hour after sunset. The hike is considered easy. The hike is about 2 miles and takes about 2 hours. The terrain is relatively flat. The group will walk up a sandy wash for the first half of the walk. Following the sunset; the group will return on a trail in the fading light. As space is limited, advance registration is required and can be made by calling the visitor center at (520) 733-5158.

Red Hills Visitor Center (Saguaro West)


2700 North Kinney Road



Tucson, AZ 85743 




(520) 733-5158

07-23






�





National Park Service			Saguaro National Park		3693 South Old Spanish Trail	


U.S. Department of the Interior						Tucson, AZ 85730


									


									520-733-5100 phone


									520-733-5183 fax





						












EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage.


