) BENT S FORT
The Bent brothers and Cer n St. ]
Vrain built a commercial trade
depot in 1833. It served American : e 2
Indians, fur traders, and Trail
travelers for 17 years. @ w? 1
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’ MOUNTAIN ROUTE
Called the Rat n or Bent’s Fort

Route during Trail days, it was

longer and more difficult than the
Cimarron Route, but considered
safer.
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RAT N PASS
The difficult crossing over Rat n
D Pass was a major obstacle to Trail
travel. In 1865, entrepreneur
Richens Uncle Dick Wootton
eased the journey by building a

O O toll road.
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WET/DRY ROUTES
Trail travelers chose between the
wet route, which afforded good
grazing and water for large
numbers of stock, and the shorter
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THE GREAT PLAINS AND THE
PRAIRIES Until the arrival of
Europeans, this was the home for
many American Indian tribes that
hunted, farmed, and roamed
across this vast landscape.

Taos

CIMARRON ROUTE
This was the shortest and the
original wagon route between
Santa Fe and Missouri. The
easternmost 60 miles offered
no reliable water and was called
La Jornada (The Journey).

For Your Safety and Comfort

Do not assume that signs will warn you of
all safety hazards. Keep watch over children.
Keep pets under physical restraint at all
times. Leave domestic stock and wild
animals alone. Be aware of potentially
extreme weather conditions and the some-
times-high danger of fire on the prairie.

. Many Trail sites lack amenities; plan ahead.
SANTA FE Use public restrooms and other facilities
This provincial capital bf Nuevo - while in towns or developed areas.

M jico was an isolated| outpost
until the Santa Fe Traif turned it : Remember: You Are a Guest

into a commercial cénter. Some private landowners are graciously
allowing you to visit their sites. Please
behave as you would like guests on your
own property to behave. Leave everything
the way you find it. Don t disturb the owner,
owner s family, or employees, except in the
rare case of emergency, accidents, or other
problems. Owners retain the right to ask
you to leave at any time. Obey posted signs,
use designated roads and parking areas,
and stay only long enough to appreciate
the natural and cultural resources of the site.

PECOS PUEBLO L

ong a trade center for Pueblo
and Plains Indians, this pueblo
and later Spanish mission were
abandoned in 1838, becoming
only a landmark along the Trail.
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FOF;RJNION
@) Three successive forts were built

to prozect Trail travelers and to
serve:as a major military supply @
L depotfor the Southwest.

kS

~ -




