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Minnesota and Wisconsin Boundary Waters
Boundary waters of the St. Croix River extend upriver 
from the confluence with the Mississippi River in Prescott, 
Wisconsin, to an area approximately 2.5 miles downstream 
from the confluence with the Namekagon River. Anglers may 
fish from either shoreline in the boundary waters with a license 
from either state. An area downstream of the hydroelectric 
dam at Taylors Falls - St. Croix Falls is closed to fishing and is 
identified by signs and fences.

Bait and Lines in Boundary Waters
Two lines with a single lure or bait on each 
are permitted. If fishing with one line you 
may use two baits. 

Inland Waters
The entire Namekagon River and the St. 
Croix River, from Gordon Dam to an area 
approximately 2.5 miles downstream from 
the confluence with the Namekagon River, 
are Wisconsin inland waters.

The St. Croix River is divided into 
northern (N) and southern (S) zones 
regarding open seasons for bass in 
boundary waters. Northern bass 
zone waters are upstream from the 
hydroelectric dam in Taylors Falls - St. 
Croix Falls. The entire Namekagon River 
is located in the northern smallmouth 
bass zone of Wisconsin.

Anglers can find a  complete listing of 
fishing regulations for Wisconsin or 
Minnesota by visiting the Department of 
Natural Resources website for either state.

Minnesota: www.dnr.state.mn.us
Wisconsin: www.dnr.state.wi.us

For more information about the Riverway:
www.nps.gov/sacn

Bass Zones

Additonal Information

EXPERIENCE YOUR AMERICA St. Croix National Scenic Riverway w Summer 2014

A portion of the St. Croix River forms part of the state 
boundary between Minnesota and Wisconsin. The 
remainder of the St. Croix River and the entire Namekagon 
River are in Wisconsin. Regulations vary depending on 
where you fish and what state your fishing license is issued 
from. It is important to study a map of the area and to know 
which regulations apply to the area you are fishing.

Angler’s Guide 2014

Catch and Release
Your help is needed in promoting 
sustainable fisheries management. 
Fish you want to release should be 
played as little as possible. Handle 
fish carefully with wet hands to 
protect their skin coating and do 
not touch eyes or gills. When fish 
are deeply-hooked, cut the line as 
close to the hook as possible and 
let the fish go. Return the fish to 
the water gently and as quickly as 
possible to prevent suffocation.

Fish Consumption Guidelines
Most fish are healthy to eat. 
However, some fish could contain 
serious contaminants such as 
mercury and PCBs that can 
harm human health especially 
in children and fetuses. Both 
Minnesota and Wisconsin have 
fish advisories for the St. Croix and 
Namekagon rivers. Consult these 
advisories for more information.

Riverway Specific Regulations
These regulations apply 
specifically to the St. Croix and 
Namekagon rivers in addition to 
state regulations.
•	 The dumping or release of 

live bait into the St. Croix and 
Namekagon is prohibited.

•	 The use of live crayfish as bait 
is prohibited.

•	 Taking minnows by any means 
for any reason is prohibited in 
the St. Croix River south of the 
hydroelectric dam at St. Croix 
Falls, WI / Taylors Falls, MN.

St. Croix National Scenic Riverway
401 N. Hamilton St.
St. Croix Falls, WI  54024
(715) 483-2274
www.nps.gov/sacn
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M
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M
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M
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M
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M
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M
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