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Weeds hold the soil, Grass and flowers Birds introduce Young pine forest Mature pine forest. Hardwood trees Climax oak-hickory
slowing ergsan seed attract brrds seedlings and cedars under story of young shade out pines, forest

and small mammals hardwoods

Forest Succession

When cleared fields are abandoned, nature reclaims them. First come "weeds." The foflowing summer grasses and
soft-stemmedplants find a foothold. The year s after bring seedlings of shrubs and Virginia pines. It may take
almost a century for the forest to reach the ¢limax stages. As the forest evolves, the animals changetoo. Rabbits
give way to squirrels; birds of the field seek food elsewhere.
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l the woods, takes you on a circle acquired the land to create a recreational  most common

in time and shows you how demongrationarea. Under thedirection  treein this woods,

nature reclaims a damaged land. Follow  of the Civilian Conservation Corps with light bark
the yellow and green blazes from the (CCC) young men were employed and broai
starting point near the entrance of Oak  during the Great Depression to restore  indented leaves;
Ridge Campground. At the beginning of the watersheds of the worn-out fields so

trail, take the right fork. Fl that theland could be dedicated for the
through p. another branches enjoyment of all. The CCC built roads

for 2 ' miles. Stay to the left unless trails, campgrounds, and cabins. In 1940

take Prince William Forest Park joined the

National Park System.

Early Times e
Four centuries ago American Indians 3- Human Traces

camped on the banks of Quantico Creek. An old cemetery (seen through the

They hunted game and gathered nuts clearing across the road) offers a short
and fruits from the forest. In the mid- detour to one of over 40 such enclaves in
colonists Potomac the park, many with unmarked graves.
ashore A few date from before the Civil War. mﬂ_ in fores

the creek. They felled the tall trees and Some are still tended by relatives of the succession, With

cleared the rolling land to grow tobacco  families who once lived here. smooth I 3y bark
for cash crops. and branches
Early settlers often used tobacco as 4. Tracks reaching low.
This old road winding through the Local satlers
goods. Trappers !hakr_'».'ested b};ea\ffer pe forest leads nowhere today. Once it roasted hegchnuts
and otheranimal skins. As the forest carried countless wagons from fields to to'make a kind df
was farmsteads. Grinding theearth or coffee.
¢ sloshing through mud, wheels worethe
ports colonies deep grooves still seen.

Revolution.

Along this stretch of trail you can spot:

Red Oak
with bristle-tipped
renewal  |eaves and acomns
exhausted the made edible by

tree roots to hold z
. ) treating to remove
fields began to erode; the topsoil built mnning

life washed

Tullp or Yellow
Poplar
actually d the
magnolia family,

down streams
harbor, now a marsh. The area directly

ahead was once a field. Families had with a showy
trouble scratching a living from the land yellow flower.
and turned to other jobs to supplement Indians made
their income. In 1889 many farmers dugout by
worked in the new Cabin Branch Mine, burningand
extracting pyrite gold,” scraping out the
source of sulphur. straight trunks.
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A Forest Profile

Under story
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Herb layer

Forest floor

f you enjoyed thistrail,try PineGrove For information, call or write: i S 3
Fda Tra”, accessible al$ to the Supeﬂntendent I TJITC(‘ :T‘”I:‘.mdF?mzl.l ark LI‘|.||\L\.||1|\ '| ,-..[lﬂﬂ
handicapped, or theCrosingTrail. The  PrinceWilliam Forest Park Bsiwtadinia g 2ot ol i
! | vek watershed, Administered by the
park bmt_:hure showsthe |MIOﬂ d Box 209 National Park Service, Prince William Forest
these trails. Please return this guideto Triangle, VA 22172 otfers a variety of outdoor recreation opportu-
thebOX at thetrall'h%.d When youare 703-221-7181 'G"'/TDU nitiwes—bhicycling, c:lmpg_n-umis picnic areas,
finished with it. Thank you. fishing, and more than 35 miles of hiking trails
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Courtesy nf Parks and History Assoclation, Waahinglon, D.C., 1691,
in cooperation with the National Park Service, U.S. Depariment of the Inlerior



