Chapter 5 — Consultation and Coordination
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RE: Non-native deer management

Dear Superintendent Neubacher:

I am writing on behalf of the Marin Humane Society to express our concern
about the lethal elements of the proposed Management Plan for the axis and
fallow deer at the seashore.

Over the past 50 years the community has hiked the seashore trails and
picnicked on its slopes seeing axis, fallow and black-tail deer along with the
reintroduced Tule elk. Although labeled “non-native” and scheduled for
eradication in the Plan, after a half-century the axis and fallow species are
now an integral part of the landscape.

Adding the label “invasive” to “non-native”, the deer are blamed for a range
of sins that sidesteps our collective responsibility for releasing the animals in
West Marin. If there is an environmental imperative to address the number
of deer, then there is also a moral imperative to do so humanely. In doing so
we must keep in mind that individual animals as well as species have moral
standing in our worldview and actions.

The Humane Society sees the deer as easy targets in 2005 for a Park that is
totally out of sync from the landscape of 1905. What meaning does non-
native have anymore? Are there plans to eliminate the red fox and
opossum? What makes these two cervid species dangerous to the continued
integrity of the Park?
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If a compelling argument can be made for reducing the number of axis and
fallow deer, then the Marin Humane Society urges the Park Service to
explore and implement a 100% nonlethal approach. In such an approach
you would find the Humane Society and its 10,000 constituents both
partners and allies.

I would appreciate the opportunity to speak with you before the April 8
comment deadline. I can be reached directly at (415) 506-6200 or
dallevato(@marinhumanesociety.org.

Sincerely,

Diane Allevato
Executive Director

cc: Senator Barbara Boxer
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Representative Lynn Woolsey
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