
Wall Street Journal, February 6, 2007 
 
National Park Service Looks to Add Guides and Rangers 
 
The Bush administration proposes to raise the National Park Service's operating budget 
by $230 million, the largest increase in its history. The new money would allow the 
agency to hire 3,000 new seasonal rangers, guides, law-enforcement agents and 
maintenance workers. 
 
"This puts more flat hats on the ground," said David Barna, a spokesman for the Park 
Service. Mr. Barna said the number of rangers hired for the summer has dropped from 
5,000 in 1997 to about 1,200 now as the service cut its payroll to meet rising inflation and 
fuel costs. As a result, many park visitor centers closed at 4 p.m. 
 
The move is part of a proposed $3 billion refurbishment of the nation's 390 
national parks over the next 10 years to prepare them for the 100th birthday of the park 
service, begun in 1916. 
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