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WASHINGTON, Feb. 5 The following is a Statement by Derrick Crandall, President of 
the American Recreation Coalition: 
 
The President and Secretary of Interior Dirk Kempthorne today announced a historic 
federal commitment to improve the operations and facilities at our national parks, and a 
National Park Service Centennial Challenge to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
our system of nearly 400 parks in 2016. 
 
American Recreation Coalition (ARC) applauds: bold action to add 3,000 seasonal 
employees, including rangers who do interpretation, a key boost to park maintenance and 
visitor programs; a large matching fund to encourage volunteerism, philanthropy and 
creative partnerships to promote park excellence; seeking public input about project 
criteria and selection; and secure federal funding for each of the next ten years. 
 
The Administration also deserves credit for sending a powerful signal about how 
important our parks and other outdoor areas are to who we are as Americans, and how 
vital they are to our health and well-being. We all cherish leisure time spent with family 
and friends. National parks and other public lands and waters are “crown jewels” that can 
create exciting and memorable recreation for young and old alike. But they are 
underutilized. Too many Americans have never been to one. We intend to change that by 
showcasing just how much is missed by not “gearing up and getting outside.” 
 
Whether as a cost-effective way to control healthcare costs, a tool for better education 
about natural resources, or just plain fun, outdoor recreation is a potent force for good. 
 
We salute the President and Secretary Kempthorne for their leadership, and look forward 
to working with them and others to build excitement about and appreciation for the many 
societal benefits of outdoor recreation. 
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