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The follow1ng exeerpts contalned in this report were cqnplled for

'f',f,p0351b1e use and reference in ‘the interést of the present and - contamylated L
' future wildlirfe interpretive progrem at Wind Cave Nationsl Park end the PR
. Cusber RUA at the request of the Regional Directors The excerpts quoted - .=
. .desl principally with wildlife,however,some -historical data. releting to - S
- gold dlscoveries,early roads,and Sloux Indlans has been 1ncluded. S

. The annotatﬁons were supplled by tne ccmpller of thls report,and
- were added in an attémpt to clarlfy'mcot points, and courelate the data
"of dlfferent authors, and also to stress doubtful points» b :

S thtle prlnted matter is avallable,or extant,that deaIS'wnth the

- netural and primitive conditions of the Blacks Hills and the gtatus’ of tho
- wildlife populaticn before the destruction. wrought by the white méf,
There are several publlcatlans that detl with conditions: from the Custer
Expedltlon in 1874 to the present date, but none for the years preceding
1874 other than the Whrren.and\ﬂayden Peporﬁ of 1855*56—57. T

b From 1794 to 1856 tradlng posts and forts were. established on. the
Missouri River,only 180 to 250 miles from the Black Hillse In 1865 well

~ established prairie roads led westward from Fort, Pierre. Trudeau,lonsel,‘?u<¢‘5:

and Lisa all esteblished trading posts along the Missouri River. before the

. Wor of 18124 It is logical to assume that the hunters,trappers and: traders‘ ' 4

operating from these posts extended their operatlons to the very edge of
the Black Hills and during that very esrly period the elteration of the-

statis’ of native wnldlifb,by-man(whlte) got under waye Todate no dairy er . -

‘journal has come to light %thet records the adventures experlencad by ‘these.
early dey traders and hunters. They were in all 9robabillty not men’of . .
‘letters and cared little for posterity, end iF thelr number contaxned an i

”Alexander Ebnry“,his reoords ‘have been losty- W : :

Havden notes that frum 1850 to 1855 the buffalo's ouuposts were S
pushed back over 350 mlles, or from the gunctzon of the Vermillon and
Uissouri River to Fort Clark, north of the present city of Bismarck,ﬂorﬁh
Dakota, and that game wes.very.scarce along the edge of the Black Hills,

, Further,thelr jourral notes wontain little regardlng buffalo,however,
antelope were still common end rauher ‘widespreads Grinnell reports’ that
".the Custer Expedition saw no buffalo from Fert Abrehem Lineoln (near:

present clty of Blsmarck) no where,on the way to, in ,. or on the return,

. fron’ the Black Hills, LteColonel Dodge escorting the Jenney party in i
1875,ceme into the Black Hllls from Fort Iaramle and they obse ved no . .

buffalo. : , « : I

By 1840 over one hundred tradlng posts were oparating in the Sloux |

L;‘:or Dacoﬁa Country, and it seems logical to assume: that great destruction
’H'had been wrought to the onee great buffalo herds at thls early date. '



Otner f&ctors thaﬁ pennltted and faclllltaﬁed the extermlnatlon of
the buffals in. this area,prior te 1870 were the Oregon Trail, the Union
o Pacific Bailroad, slsughter by the Army to cut eff food supply and “thus

S complete conguest ‘of the Sioux, and related Pactorse The' Oregon Trail

. and the Unien” Pacific Railroad disrupted mormal buxfalo movenents 1n the -

. entire region, and hunters . operating from the rosd and the railroed -

undoubtedly slaughtered: buffelo at an ‘unprecedented rate, ‘and there was
. probably a greater rumber of hunters then were ever. in the buffalo country

.. befores. The extent ef these disturbahces wes probebly felt within the -

S inmediate vlclnlty of the Black Hills, and with similer operations bel’nb ‘
| carried out oh the west side from the. vicinity of Fort Laramle, end on the :
T Herth and eash sides fram the Missovri Rive posis it becemes spperent that..
 the entire west half of the present State. of South Dakote was the scene of
h:tremenauous buffato huntlnv and ulaubﬂter prior to 1800. B .

e If we are. to place credence in the "hérd line" as. rerorued by Eeede,

i and quotedin ‘the f0110w1ng pages, it is not strange that no buffalo were *

" found in any quanity in South Dakote ‘after 1864, The herd line bears
. further research, snd it is quxte probable that the desperate ‘and, embattled

‘thelr food supply and deprive the h1de hunters of thelr means Of 11ve11hood.

s , Captaln,Ludlov 8 (Seotlon I-A of %he Po?loming renort) surﬁestlon for
~ the ultimate and logicel disposition ef the Black Hills. is worthy of
sPecml mention, and is somewhot comparsble to Catlin's suggest‘lon that & -
- .great park be estab1zsked for the perpetuauion ‘of the. Indian snd the buzfalo. .
oo Ine thls cornection it is noted that in practicaliy all literature Indiens ,
.‘ﬁand in partlcular the Sicux, are menticued. in practically- the. breath as the
buffelos Their history is so interwcven that it is prectically impossible

F— “bnme.

ﬁ o lr, Ewers publlcatien (Sectlon 8 of the follaw1ng report) eontains j o
”_many excellent suggestions for the dual inberpretetion of both the Indlans R
and ‘the bugfalo. Certain of his statéments relating to historical events:
and personeges, and: center of the buffalo country are. questloned but the
" other datse seems to be en excellenﬁ outline for some future interpretive.
programs snd museun exhibits, - He’ meﬂtlops Custer State Park as being the

areas in questlon would not suffice ‘in the stesd of Custer State Fark,and
- suggestion. that 611 Great. Elaxns Service aress aceord- sone. treatment to the

... Indien.and ‘the buffalo. An their interpre%ive progrem it is assumed that he .
*i.g,~wou1d lnclude the, points 115ted’balewbat the é&ignaﬁed areas. S

a) Seotts Bluff b M. e Ef?ect;of;thevgrewon Lrall on. Indlan and
bufzalo,lncludlng disru on of herd movament and conseouent
: slatighters . : o
‘b) Fort laramie Nlls = Ea.rly fur. traders s.nd h:l.de traff'ic.lnd;an 5
‘ : warfare, and- c-nquest of ‘the .Indiens, 5 O
»,0) Cus%er Battlefiald~ Breekdown of Indjan pcwer, nd of the hard 11De
‘ : leading to the slaughter of the Jast. remnants of “the buffalos.
é) Badlends Nells L Big Foot's bend treversing the aree,and the
'~ Ghost Dence créze to ‘restore buffalo<ana,thraw out the whitess
';0) Wlnd uaveuCuster RDA - Complete overall in erpretatlon of: buffalo .

" Siocux's did estoblish and maintein such a buffalo line in order to perpetuaﬁe‘:‘“j-

" %o 1nterpret the buffalo w1thout 1nterpreb1n~ rhe Plalns Indlan atfthe samevfgfl"

- idesl site for such- 1nterpretatlon,and we o8N Seé N0, reason Why “$he Servxce  f;j w

probebly lMr, Bwerts w»qu.aoree in this respect,today. Enlarglnv upon his ,, ;‘”



and assecisted anlnA1s ana the effect of" the Buffalo on P&ains Indlan :

culturE.

STt is,of course,assumed that such are the 901nus hr. Ewers would

stress. todey, and it seems that e complete integrated interpretation of .

&1l phases of the buffalo story would be of the greatest’ value in tha

- preservation of the nation's lore,tradltlovs and hwstory.

Lte Cc Colonel Dodga ragﬂ;t is interestlng and is the flrstwto f |

7f conta1n dete on the spéoies of fish end reptiles native. %o the Black

Hig réport also deals with forest.aprd rain conditiony It is also 14'
'in%erectlng to note that thé portion of the Black Hills known &s the . - -

‘ © South Mese,which conteins the greater por'blon ‘of Wind Cave National. PaLx-k
- and the Custer RDA, was perticularly devoid ef &ll enimel lifes Captaln ’

Ludlow in his treverse of the South Mesa the vreceding yetrs mentions
‘seeing gamé only when lesving the South Vesa and approaching the Granltle
or Central Hills Sections Th‘J both agree that most game elk;deer,and et
bear were fairly plentiful in the Gvenltlo Sectlon and the nﬁmbers 1ncreased ,
in the North Mes& country.}~ " ; S

"All quoted authors agree thet the ahﬁelopé were found dhlé on £hé
plalns outside the present geme reserves,end parks, Buffelo: tralls were

"barely mentioneds It is ‘alsoc probable thet elk and déer also used and

established the so~called buffalo trails in this erea, BalleJ_LEgrth
American Faune o 49) stetes thet elk on the Horth Dekots prairies ;Qtlred
‘to the wooded river bottoms during the w&nter,and went on & browse diet,
“the wWinter Teeding grounds being easily ascertained by the great number of .
antlers; ~Forest Service ‘sbomach anelysis, records show thet elk are. for

Three-fourths of the yeer on a -diet of herbaceocus vegetation and about

- one~-fourth of the year en & browse diet,which would corresnond to Bailey!' s>

datas It therefore seems probeble thet the elk,in this region,at one = - :
time utilized the praxrles for summer ranme, eturnxng to the- Hills in the

» Wi’n'bei‘s ‘

- If buffalo were An the immediate Viclnitj of ths Black: Hllls in
great numbers,it: is probable that their numbeors oorrespondad with Seton's
definition of Great Bands, rather %hen Great Hefds, The area could hot
support & great herd for any apprecieble’ period,as much of it is too

rocky,and heavily forested to efford burfelc range. The present park. bﬁfﬁalo': |

herd seldom enters the forested section,but rather grezes alang the edge
of the forested sections Assuming thet buffele and antelope utilized the

~Black Hills as range to an apprecisble extent, it is- safe to essume thet

their usage and habits were similar to the buffalo and entelope found in
~the mountaing in Colorado, and:in partlcular ‘the herds which rommed in -

_North,Middle,South end Lost Parks, Thése areas were open gress and sege

lends hemmed in by forested mountains. All authorities have agreed that

' the antelope eand buffalo confined,almost entirely, £heir usege to the:

~open or park areas,seldom venturing into the forests Antelope in partichlab

“ . rely so much on vision for preservation that they did not spread eastward -
- inko’ the tall-grass climax country, rémaining in the Short and mid-grass.

ujﬁ'typés where their vision was prectically uncbstructede ' If we essume the co
”““‘anlmals in this sectloﬂ had similar habits it is safe to asqume that buffalo B



¢ and anhelope utzlzed the grassy Red Valley,whleh enclrcles the Biack
Hills, end is. itselr enclosed by the Hog Back Rldge which conteing:

‘Buffalo Gaps About. half of the Custer RDA lies within Red Valley,and

‘most of the east side of Wind Cave Nationel Fark could be construed &g

the upper valley - slopes,bowever the west side is a part of the 11feless

South Mese of Dodge._ Thls conclusion seems the soundest and: is hasged

on . such occurrenoes in areas qumte sunilar in character and vevetatzob. g

Tha fact th&t Indlans made llttle usge of the ‘Black Hi?ls as reportedﬂf»
by Dcdge is also substantiated by other writers; and elso by.&rmy reports’
~covering the movements of the tribes,the hostiles in particular, durlng
~the. perzod 1854 to 1874. = The complete lack of travois trails seems to '

. be s yeiy conclusive factor in establishing this lack of useze by thﬁ
Indians, ~ They spparently confined their usage to Red Valley,and ,”a =
i'deaasionally enterlng the forest along the edge, Hunting dmfflcultlea,f;"”
uand superstitlon ev1dently cqmbined to keep the Indlans out. o :

s Seton's contlnental estlmate st111 apnear %o be the only logica1, ;"7uff
,,fbasis for predetérmination of the big geme populetion on’ Service areas, .
. apd ‘could be adjusted to allow for local influences,and baséd on usage

- .simalar to the Colorado mounialn areas prevmously'mentloned. .

Cal This 1imited ‘smount of research has made 1t apparent et befored' o
":any enlarged wildlife Anterpretive program is launched thie park"will
‘have to acquire certain historicel publiestions regarding the buffalo
gand the related Indien- chlture. - There are publications other than ‘the
ones quoted,which mey ‘prove of value in further determination of primltive
wildlife comditions in ‘the Bleock Hills: which were not availabls to the
“writery & list of such publiocation and documents is appended to this =~
- report, and it is possible that other parties cen. furnlsh the pertinent
mdata oontalned therlnc Sher O ; S

& ~f1: Care. musb be takbn in using 1ﬂformation oantained in the earlier
 _pub11GatiOn8, ‘28 the leremie Yountains were,at thet tﬁme,refersd to a8

. the Bleck Hills,tbus eytendinn the llmlts of bhls reglan to ! considerable
';extent. e . » S R , -

CakkakRR o
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FAUNAL OBSERVATIONS -- BLACK HILLS AND ADJACENT AREAS =-=-
From Reports of urinnell - Dodge - and others

GRINNELL, GEORGE BIRD

Mr, Grinnell sccompanied the Custer Expedition of 1874,
and served in the dual capacity of paleontologist and
zoologiste His report was incorporated in the report sube
mitted by Captain William Ludlow, Captain of Engineers,
Chief Engineer Department of Dakota. The report entitled
“Report of a Reconnaiscance of the Black Hills of Dakota"
was published by the wovernment Printing Office in 1875,
Mr, Grinnell's report regarding mammals are contained on
pages 79 to 84 inclusive,and comnsists of very brief notes
regarding various specles, HKis observations include ine
formation on the whole of the route followed by the
expedition, that is from Fort Abraham Lincoln ( near Bismarck
North Daskota) to the Black Hills and return, His observations
are reported below:

32 Antilocapra Americana, Ord.
Prong-horned Antelope

Until within a short time,sntelope were very commuon
sbout Fort ILincoln,but the Aricksree Indians that are now
maintained at that post as scouts have hunted them 80 pere
sistemtly that the few that still remain in the vicinity
are exceedingly willd,and one may ride ten or fifteen miles
from the fort without seelng more than five or six. A4s we
proceed,however,the antelope become more numerdus,until
finally there is no hour of the day when they are not to be
seen seither running gracefully off over the prairie,or
curlously watching the command from the top of some
distant bluff,

34, Bos Americanus, Gmelin.
Buffalo

No buffalo were seen during the trip,nor do I know
that sny exist at present in the reglon traversed; but one
or two circumstances lead me to infer that there may still
be found a few individuals in this section of the country.

In Brospect Valley I found the skull of an old bull,
with part of the hide still clinging to it, Also,on French
Creekynot far from the Big Cheyenne,I notived the lower jaw
of a cow,with the pricsteum still on it,

[ =



‘ It is but a few years since ths country through which we
passed was the favorite feeding ground of the buffalo,and ‘
.~ their white skulls dot the prairie in all diractions. SOme- Ca

_ times these are collected by the- Indians,and ‘arranged on the
ground in fantestic patterns. In one of these collections. =
which I noticed,ﬁhe skulls hed been. painted red and . blue in

‘ff,atripes and circles,and were arranged in five parallel rows,ul,
‘,.of twelve each,all skulls facing the easb. i

(Remarks"No mention mede: of seeing buffalo,or even

‘buffalo skulls within the Black Hills proper, Prospect =

Velley is in the Short Pineé Hills in the northwest
corner of South Dakota, most of which is in the Custer

 Nationsal Forest, The French Creek site is well outside o

" the Black Hills being esst of the- outlying Hogback
Ridge,which encircles the Hills.)i‘f~

S 28¢ Cervus Canadensis, Exxleben. i
) o Elk- Wapiti SR ,
Alﬁhough but few elk were seen during the trip,we foundfk

' in the Black Hills every indication of their recent presence =
in large numbers, During a single dsys ‘march eleven pair of

~ horns,attached to the skull,were picked up by members of thel,” ’_
-~ expedition, Horns that had been shed were very asbundant,end .

- 1%t was by no means an unususal thing to see fifteen or. twenxyjf‘
- single antlers in a morning's rides -
: On Elkhorn Prairie we came upon a. collection of horns

53 "W:gathered together by the Indians, - Three lodge-poles had been7f i

8et up in the ground so as to form a tripod,snd supported

,l?by these was a pile of horns 8 or 10 feet high, The horns had“z e

" all been shed and had apparently been collected from the -
_surronding prairie and heaped up here by the Indians,. There?
. is mach verisastion in the horns of this: species,whidh I
- imagine to be due to injuries to the horns while young and
softe Many of the specimens examined this summer were much

- flattened near the extremeties,so much so in one or two caseé'*'l

as to be from 6 to 7 inches wide. In two instances the basal
prong of the horn,instead of projecting,forward and downward
in the usueal manner,turnad outward and -dowaward,and then. ‘
curving inward and upward again,brought the point of the snag
-immediately under the animal's throat.»a,u,_ ‘ ,

- 20a Cervus Virginianus, Boddaert. S
Virginia Deer;. Red Deer i

A few of these deer were seen near the Missouri River, :

‘end on the Cannon Ball, In the Black Hills,however, this
apecies is replaced by the following. I :



¢

" “and on the headwaters of the Heart Biver,they were qnite SRR

- numerous,.We saw but few bucks during the trip,most of the '
- individusals noticed being does,and each one accompanied by
- -twc pratty 1ittle fawns. : N

'",'3pecimens.

50. Cervus Leucurus, Doﬂglas. ;udf'*
White-tailed deer, Gottonptail.

The difference in size between' this and the preaeding 5
species ‘is so great, ‘that there exists even among hunters a *
very general opinion that the red deer: of the mountains’ 1s

~differsent from the red deer of the Missouri Rivér.and the
‘Eastern States, This species was very abundant in the Black

Hills,and especially so in the viecinity of Castle Greek andt

. Elkhorn Prairie. I- 1magine that near this point there are some
"salt Mlicks";at least members of the ‘Sioux hunting party. whiqh
We encountered spoke of places where the deer "eat the ground ,‘
‘and said that they watched for them there, They were' also
very numerous sbout the head of Elk Creek,and,indeed, ‘all -
through the northeastern portion of the hills, It was said

that dne hundred deer,principally of this species,were killed
by the eowmand August Yo , .

Slll. Cervus Macrotis, Say.\ *ig"q
g Male Deer._ f"

Ehis deer Was observed in considerable numbers 4in the

!Blaek Hills,1in the neighberhood of- Elkhorn Prairie,but.Were

by no means so abundant there as in the ‘rough,broken oountry

‘;1through which we . paased just before reaching the Hills.‘ yfs, .

‘Near our first crossing of the Belle Fourche,and for &

"ffday or two while we were skirting the Hills,this was the’ onlj"

species seen, In the Mauvaises Terres of the Tittle Missouri

33, Ovis Montana, Cuve e
Bighorn,Mountain Sheep. u.-‘,‘f‘;' f}fi; RS i w

A female of this species was seen near the Little i 7 V‘ "i L

; fMissouri August 23, The first "signs® seen were at Short Pines ' :
.. Buttes,near the Iittle Missouri,and all along this stream =~ w
‘they 'seemed to be very numerous, S0 wary wers they,hawever, R S

that it waes impossible under the circumstances to secure any

‘ ‘wa‘(-%-”“ ‘%&‘«’rv"*&"-‘ﬁ‘%%%“ -—.r?n‘h Seritd Yc-}é-‘.hi- "«!%'l%*éfi&w***%%%&*%ﬂ*‘*%%%*w%%*%h(“’r‘ﬁ'*#

The report contains brief remarks,similar o tha above,

Lifregarding other mammals sueh as the coyote,wolf black. begr,
_grizzly bear,kit fox, red fox, badgar, beaver,mink,otter, S

-~ skunk,cougar,lynx, and various species of squirrels,gophers
 and rabbits.' There are 108 species of birds listed.;‘f, .
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~'a march of forty-five miles,"

 ™August 4.-A ride of three miles down the creek brought us to
~ the South Fork, We found it a shallow stresm with a flat,
Stony,and sandy bed bed sbout 30 feet wide and 'a few inches

B e e e s St

 The following remarks are extracts from Captain Iudlow's .

narrative report of the findings of the CusteffExpéditiga.‘}l

- MJuly 28.-The valley below us was rather too marshy for the | =

_ wagons,and the easteryy course lay up in the hills to the left )
- out upon a high rolling prairie,crossing which the Castle Creek
“was again encountered,here flowing northward and contracted a
~into a wooded end impassable canon,500 or 600 feet in depth, L
,with'anosher creek and valley coming in from the westward to -
o join it _ : v RN R e

~"A huge piié of elkhorns of amcient date,andkofIWh1¢h°."  i
the Indisns disclaimed any share in the construction,was found
on the %ortheast,part of this prairie,and suggested the name
for it. e T T R T

"August 2.=General Custer detérmined upon a rapid scout south
to the South Fork of the Cheyenne,for the purpose of examining
‘the intervening country,whils another party should go southe
sast,following the creek upon which we were camped to its
junction with the same Stream, These two explorations would
covervconsiderable,countryCand'completevtha‘examination of the

south and southeast portion of the hills,"

- (NOTE: At this time the expeditibngwas,ehcamped on French
 Creek, two (2) miles east of the present town of Custer,

- South Dakota) | |
,‘“August53;uThe'headQuarters,wifh five'cdmpaﬁies of cavalry .

and a few pack mules,leaving the balance of the command in
camp,started on the reconnaiscance,and Lieutenant Godfrey.

@odfrey,with an escort of two companies,left at the same time
. to follow down the creek., The headquarters trail led south -
- and southwest through the park country,until the head of & =

~~ereek flowing southwardly was reached, This was. pursued all . o

< daysleading us at first into a narrow,rocky valley,hemmed in

by high wooded hills, The character of the country changed

lVgradually a8 we went south, The valley grew broader,the hills

lower,grass dryer, and timber more and more scarce, Crossing

., the red-clay belt which encircles the hills,the creek increased
~in size and plunged into a canon 500 or 600 feet in depth, -
- ¢ontaining cottonwood and box-elder,with scattering pine on the =

hillsy, Emerging from this into a smoother country,we halted

- ;Jfor the night a few milesffromgthe South' Fork,having .accomplished

deep, though evidently much broader in wet seasons. The water - o
‘was alkaline with a metallic gypsum flavor, The bordering hills

i  1ow,w1th a few stunted pines, Going downstream two or three S
- miles the course turned abruptly to the left and struck due =

north,passing over*a high,dry prairie . with occassional valleys

4




and ravines, We entered and crossed at right angles the .
‘ -~ Red Clay Valley,finding as usual a gypsum stream.in the -
@  middle,snd here fiowing east, Having crossed another-valley
© . ‘tending southeast,deeply cut cut out of the red clay,we entered
'pine‘timhérvagain~onbthe n6rtthide5and fina11y;halﬁed near .. .
someabig\pcﬁls“and;atreémSAffThe'aay had been excedsively hot,
‘The ride of thirty miles- succeding another of forty-five’ S
miles was very fatiguing,and many of the horses gave outs
We enjoyed,however,e fine camp,with excellent grass,water,

end wood,and rolling ourseslves on the ground in our blankets

- slept" without dreaming®.

August 5e-Course still northerly,through timbered,hilly . :
country which rapidly improved into "Park" with bright little
 brooks,beautiful grassy valleys,and sbundant gamee Granite =

. Jmobs and peaks occassionally emerged from the trees,and at
i‘l.. - 'half past 9 we passed a huge rock knob,resembling a turbasnned -

- head (1)ysome 200 feet in height,which we had seen off to the
- xxghk eastward on the first day of the reconnasiscance, About ©
-noon the permanent camp was reached,after a march of twénty-

five miles that day,and one hundred miles in three dayse
Lieutenant @odfrey had already returned,but had failed to -
reach the South Fork on aceount of the tortuous and eanony
character of thé stream he was’ pursuing, he had,however,been
clear of the hills (2), and mapped the creek so far as he
went " (3) e T R R

B Explanation of Number”bédéfinﬂab¢vé'text“’t - _ |

1) ‘Designated by the Expedition as the "Turk's Head" and
;_-logated sOuth,and,egst;Of-Sanator, : SRR
2)*LtQGOdfreyfa'party éduldant nagotiabe the French Creek -

- Badlands near the South Fork of the Cheyenne River. : -

They did not attempt to pass down through the French Creek

- Gorge,within the present Custer“State'Park,but~stayéd
~on the rim aboves . L )

B M. Grinnell,aécording to his éwn{paieonﬁologicél,reporﬁ,
. acoompanied Lt. Godfrey,and therefOre;did,ﬁot‘observe_the

~ south mesa and wildlife conditions thereins

REMARKS: Captain Ludlow,snd Professor Winchell,geologist,
‘have stated in their reports that geme was more plentiful in
the northern and northeastern parts of the hills,than any. other
- Section, ~ Today this situation is true,at least insofar as the
,deer population is concernedyand considering only those animals
~ ‘on the opgnirange,eliminating”from»eanidération‘tha'managed' EERE
herds on fenced ranges at Wind Cave National And Custer State Park,
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SECTION 2

,olonél bodge Was evidently a Spdr;sman gifted
d%ant fpr writing ' L

; .conditiona that exi .
nd’ pertinent excerpt re quot
oted that meny of the observation
- sawmill aress, farming areas, stock fsing a
PAE S;predicted many long years ago by the

eady sPlen in the moﬁt favora le'terms of this,’fﬁﬂl
nently ted for stoekaraising, : ,
‘ So ar:as -one may judge from g

Of sixteen aaes ki
ngu : d,baptember*l@th,cnl
irth to fawnsvthi season, .

ad. ”er been huntea or. obliged to protecﬁ itse,,
hnman enemies. It knew: noﬁhing

plat , .
«;ﬁhat to tha eye, ‘most perfect
' 1311y bare,not only of game,

beautiful a- country,it is the barest of ;
hrough, & hawk" sllently sailing fsr
few little ehipmunks,a palr or two of .
ive sap-suckér,is’ all the 1life to be ez@”}‘QTC
- hror beauﬁiful.parks and

R T S



- Animals,birds,fish,and reptiles are. in comparatively
1ittlé veriety, and not’very great numbers anywhere in.the
Hills, In & few localities,not differing in any externsl
. appearance from the general country,we found great - nnmhervﬂof

' © deers A very. great many,probably & thousand deer, were killa&“by:

_our party in the Hills,but I think I am safe in asserting

" that T have seen more deer in Texas,in one day,than I saw. in ﬁhe;:   :

' whole of my three months in this appafently perfect gams
jM country¢ '

.~ On the heads of the’ Bequlder we. found deer in very great

L'ﬁnmbers,and in- the  broken country on each side of the great ner.‘fmi

thern rim,bear, elk,and‘black-tailed deer were found in very -
considerable numbers, Bears are quite numerous . throughout. the

Hills,the country being peculiarly adapted to their tastés’ andﬁ“;,fET

habits. Several varieties 9(3) are represented,from the huge
and dengerous grizzly,to the: small and timid blacks

. Except one fish(which I am told is also found in the -
Laramie River),I saw no animal,bird,fish,reptile,or 1nsect,
‘ which I hed not seen before.‘H.,‘ .

‘”Ehe animals of the Black Hills are-‘“

*“Bears-grizzly,brawn,and blask,nnmerous.
- Gougar-(mountain. lion); e few.
. lynxea few,
. Wolves-large timber, numsrcus. )
- Foxes-silver gray; numerous. S
. Elkenot abundant. - o S
. Mountain sheep=a fews T
. ‘Black-tailed deer=-in considerable numbers.

Red deer (4)-more abundant than any other aﬁimawq; ff:fj?f%*”“

-Beaver=-very nnmﬁrou3¢‘«
&quirre;~red pine; a few, . ws« :
' “Woodchuck-ground hog; & fews O
- - Chipmk-a very' small variety,abundant. B
“Mbuse-numsrous.

g "'Soms of the hunters reported that they‘had seen & buffalo,fgﬂ]f;;
"t';I,hGWEVGT,Saw no tracks or other buffalo sign in the HITls, - . . .
There are many old treils (5),showing that at ohe time this

iy on Spring Creek we found & great many deer,though ‘the' miners,'

f**;fuere rapidly exterminating them. Castle and the other tribu= -

.. taries of Repid Creek: abounded. in deer,while on the main Rapid
" itself there are very few,

¢ountry was a favorite resort-of the buffalo,but I am of the

ffregion. B
| o BIRns | RO k
Gonaldaring the beauty of the country,tha purlty of ths

Qf:;ffwater,the demsity of the thickets,end the variety and abundancei'WWij
vuq j/of inaect 11fe,there are very few birds in the Hills.

‘“Y.opinion that the animal is now practically extinct in all thiSf, ;1‘




mhe ruff grouse(the Eéw Yo k] artridge)is the only game

*“birds in the Hills @roper,theugh on the high west messd,et an: .. .
elevation of 8ix thousand four hundred feet above tiae-watar, e
.1 found a splendid pack of sharp-tailed grouse. This was un- th. b
,_adpnbtaﬁiy exneptional,as nome were seen: elsewhere in the: Hills

~ propers In the Red: Valley there are great nunbers of ‘the -

’~&a11y ‘ecountersds
. " These and the’ little blue norﬁhern snow-bird are probably
;‘xthe only birds which are indiganous,thoughu
i?variety come here to bree&?: e e

i?inote-' There follows a 1131: of birds obsarved by Lt.
Gol¢ B@dge. We have nat included thi':list. ‘

:cIn tha fall,all the streams ‘and ponds both insido and
cutside the Hills are alive with myriads of migratory waternﬂ
“fowl,geese,brandt,duck,eﬁc.,1n.endleSS variet o o

. 'sharp-teiled grouse,and packs of the sage grouse are. occassion;\ ‘;mf

very cﬂnsiderablej};?f H






 or two it'égain springs to the surfaces This is‘continugdf'A
for th;'whole length of ‘the streamyand thet it is the natural
and permanent condition is proven by the fact that,wherever -
the water is above ground,it conteins numerous fishy

' MISCELIANEQUS EXCERPTS

~ Surronding this mesa on eb¥ery side,and one of the most
marked and peculiar features of the Black Hills,is a de=
pressionywhich,from the color of the soil,was called the
"Red Valley (1l1), This valley,well defined,but more or less
~ broken by hills and ridges,is from one to fifteen miles in -
‘On . the Outside,of-thissvalley,and‘a‘seemingyQuterframpant“,
~ to the "sacred fastnesses" of the Black Hills, 1s.a range of
hills from four to eight hundred feet abobe the valley (12)s

3RSkt

- Thunderstorms are quite frequent,terrific in force and . ==

. . pwersand fearful in the vividness-«the nearness of the lightning.

_ They are often accompanied by wind,and sometimes by hails .
‘Scarcely a day occurs in swmer,that there is not a thunder-

~storm in ‘some part of the hills,

At other times the tree will be riven into a thoudand pieces, =~
a8 if with the blows Of a giant axe,and the fragments scattsred
s hundred feet arounds .The woods are freguently set on fire '
~and vast damsge dones There are many broad belts of country
~.covered with tall,straight trunks of what was only a'short
-time before a a splendid forest of trees,now charred,dead,snd
. uselesse LA i | L B

The "park" country already spoken of is almost wholly due to
vofiree oo R a2 R e -
. 'The thunderstorms are sometimes preceded or aeccompanied"
- by a: violent gust which,however,is soon'over, 0ldZEolus -
- -apparently contenting himself with one vigorous blaste. Though
. we had in the whole summer no practical and unpleasant ex- ,
~ periences of their power,we yet had ample proof of how vigorous
... these blasts can be,in swaths of uprooted tress,in broken
' branches,and wrenched off tops, . IR .

o seEEGE

A éuth_&ssa iﬁwfairly.chefed by’a'quy‘of pine of very
ize ‘and appearance,eight to twelve inches in diameter,
anches grow low,however,and a tree is rarely found which

yield over twenty feet fit for the sawmill (12)s

nest of these forests 18 in the "bottom® of French Creek,
< Lles below the stockade{l3)e For several miles along the -
croek,a strip of en aversage of a hundred yards wide is covered
‘with pine trees Of}gréat,sizg,tonto.threeffeetlin'diamster,and)
- in many cases forty or fifty feet without a limbs The situstion
:  '_be1pg_admirably‘protecte&{from the winds,the trunks are

. remarkably straight and free from cracks and flaws,




1,?fdrmer owners,actually occuppied the Black Hills bef

ff',Second,the mcnntain Crows are known to be determined
"~ “4in thelr own fastnesses, Had even & smgll band oc :
. defended the Blatk Hills,they could have held 4t to nowv

" the loéga-pclesg

A Sk NS e INDIANS
v7 It 1s believed by some. persons that thﬁ Cro‘ Ind

~ driven out by the 8ioux, 1 do not think so,for two ret G
*;'First,if this country had. been used as a residenceseven hirty
years ggo,some marks of its occupation would still be visiblea

;lghters,

the whole Sioux nation,who,though excellent horsebaclk fighters,“

are worth nothing on footjand though most dangerous;sggressive.

ﬂ;t enemies on the plains,sre timid as hares in weods,agd auntains;f5g5’i

My opinion is,that the Black Hills have ne

“Vﬁ xpermanent ‘home for any Indians, Even now small "artiws ga a 'w \f__N§
. 1ittle way into the Hills to cubt spruce 1odgepoles,bu$ all signa_"vV

indicate’ that these are mere sajourns of the most temporary
eharacter. ‘

The Pteepee® or lodge may be regarded ss the Indian's house,’

 the wickyup a8 his tent, One is his permanent- residence,the
other a makeshift shelter for the night, Except in one single -
spot,near Castle €reek,I saw no where any evidence of a lodge

‘having beeri set up,while 0ld wickyups were. not infreqnent in thgw: ;'“

edge of the Hills, There is not a single teepee or lodge-polev

trail;from side to side of the. Hills,in any direction,and these“”f *‘

poles,when dragged in. the usual ‘way by ponies,soon make a8 trail

a8 diffieult to obliterate as a wagan road,visible for many

«*years,even though not useds . ‘
: Several small parties of Indians,overcome by ouriosity,and

“ireaasured by the presence of soldiers;cams into the Hills this

~'summers The most intelligent of these,an Indian named Robe

>'~Raiaer,was quite. communicative,and informed the interpreter that; o 9

“though fifty years old,and though he had been around the Hills
~ almost every year of his life,he had never before ventured - -
,g‘inﬂida' that when passing north or south in the fall,the squaws

come in sometimes to cut. lodge~poles,the- -bucks venturing-to hunt,f ’

‘8 'little,but these stops are very- short. His reasons for the
_Indians not coming in were: First,That the Hills are a "bad"
*&medieine,and the abode of spirits. Second,That there is nothing
“to come for except lodgeupolea,the game beéing Scarce and more .

@ifficult to kill than that on the plains.Third,that the. thickeﬁs,lfff

" are so dense that their ponies are soon lost if turned loose,.

_ and the flies are so bad that they are tormented and worried 1f

,“_tied Upe Fourth,That it rains very frequently,and the Indians dolxl
. not llke raine Fifth,That it thunders and 1ightens with terrible.
, ¢A;‘forc§,teariﬁg trees to pieces and settinﬁ fire to the woodse

said,moreever,that the Indians hed méver 1ived there,and
;diﬂ not and would not live in the Hills now, TheSe statements

- are borne out by those of every Indian commmnicated with,end by

- the observations of every man in our perty, The Indians do not

'"Vflive 1h’oecupy,or’use the country in any ray,exnept for




Ve | , , beTy On
© . Dorasn Leke, The stockade ¢onstructed by miners during

3

- Substantiate the fac t that such trails were dominantly

)
*3xj:'ghallow;£oothill Streamse

jitié)_

 Explanation of Number Goded Items in Lt.Uol.Dodge Remsrks -

Réféfﬁﬂﬁoitheberdoh Stockade,east of Custer, om &

the winter of 187475, LteCol, Dodge's book contains a .

-very detalled description of the stockades

-8 , |
¢ from eight (8) miles south of Custer to the Red Valley,

The south mesa refers to that portion of the Black Hills

end ‘is the portion of the Hills containing the west side,

‘and part of the central portion,of Wind Cave National Park,

‘At this ‘time the various color rhases of the black bear
.+ .was considered a8 separate specfes.' : o el L

: 4) ‘

Red deer an erroneous identification,and refers to the.

~ Whitestailed deérs See Grinnell's notes regarding deer in

* the Black Hills,

Ali7storiés'menfion‘traiis-but‘cérry'hoﬁreferenceiﬁd

MﬁfdbufoJthrails,_The elk,which were a prominent plains
. enlmal could possibly have had at least equal interest
~in such trails and gccounted for by migretion to winter

.~ range within the hills, ‘ B ) .
'}f,S);fThéfiistJOfffish might‘and'probabaﬁly shoﬁld‘bé\inpfeased'j.'
.. by the addition of catfish,notably bullheads,and R

“ oceassionally channel cats in the lower portions of

 Beaver’ (formerly Amphibious Créek),French,Spring snd Rapid

. Creeks, and slso by chubs and top-minnows, No species of

trout are native to the Black Hillse

‘Probably refers to water puppies,which are common in the

' The northern rim refers to the meeting place of the el
- northern mesa,of sedimentary rocks,and the central hills .
granitic area,in the general viecinity of Crook's Towsrs .

. Upper portion now known as Hot Brook,lower portion as
-~ Fall River,flows through Hot Springs. A portion of the
. Cola Brook,drainage traverses the west side of the park,
- notsbly Shirttsil Canon,and as such is a tributary of

Fall River,

fhéﬁhams7émghibious Creek'is,the‘firsf recorded name |

-applied to the creek which traverses the north end of -

Wind Cave National Park,seid creek now known as Beaver

f,Gragk;-_Ehe'appearénge,disappearénce;andjreappeanance”' :
- Oof the ‘stream,as described by IteColeDodge are still the
“prime pharacteristics of the stre e SR :




;»11)f

Red Valley is the depression between ‘the Black Hilla e T T
proper and the outer rampert as described in 12 below, .
end the vslley encircles the entire Blaek Hills and is
_nowadays commonly referred to as the "Race Traek, e
‘Practically all of the Custer RDA and the ‘eastern edge G

. of ¥ind Cave National Park lay within the Red Valley.

12)

“The outer ramparta,which rise directly from the prairie ey
‘and are separated from the Black Hilla proper,is reffered .

o nowadays as the "Hogback Ridge®, A portion of this

‘ridge extends along the east side of the Custer RDA,

Buffalo Gap,Fuson Ganon, and other possible sites og

o buffelo trails are eut through this ridge. ‘
 113)‘

Refers to the ponderoaa pine trees in the vicinity of -
Bluebell,within the presemt Custer State Park,and which

. 1s believed to be the finest existing stand of ponderosa g

'ﬁpine within the Blaek Hills.-
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. .Custer's Park. On &mphibiousynesr its heasdwaters,s few colops =

- pecting was very difficult, About five

.- -under sentence of death for murdeér. Escaping,he was not heard 3
o friom for~a“lpng~t1m@;when;hefappearadiaﬁgthﬁﬁagencies;havingyinj‘
' his possession several goose-quills filled with gold=dust,and a

 §{&$;was;taken,b§ék‘to prison,and hung
.. was originally sentenced; but before : > drew a
;. of the loeality whére he claimed to have discovered goldyand -

* Jenney, Walter Pe : Mr Jenney was the Geologist in Charge of
The United States”Geological“and'Geographiég;:Survey;bfpthe;-g»n,;:?wﬁ
_ Black Hi;ls},lavs,“t PR CERE AT R e S ,

" Very little of Mre Jenney's report deals with any matters

-of interest to the present interpretive program on either the =~
‘fpark;(Wind;CavéﬂNational'Park}orfapyTcentemplated,pxogram;fbrjf,‘f ;
_the-Custer;RnAe:»However,ﬁhe;qne‘ﬁiétorical‘1temprg1atingﬁtci g e
~ the original discovery of gold should be kept in miind,;in the -

case -a trend toward historical data &nd interpretation becomes

desirsble at some time in the future, (Amphibious Creek referred =
to ‘below was the originsl name of Beaver”Cree«‘wp;eg‘, 8. apks
B T e a2 *ﬁﬁg;gﬁ?ufﬁﬁ

‘ ]EXEEB?T‘I  1 3»3',‘(7 Q'f.54f;f7ff%,;;;‘ 5jﬁjg

oy

 Some prospecting was ddne*on~Amﬁﬁiﬁibu33Minné§ataséndjffjj”z
Red Canon Creeks,small streasms draining the southérn portiom of

of gold were obtained from small grevel-deposits,but the water
‘Supply -was so small,the stream being dry at the time,that pros-. -
L ) 7 :  Imiles below the head of =
this creek,a number of dry ravines enter it from the east,
~cutting deep into the schists and slates, In these ravines - .

. Tlost-quartz was found,showing,on breaking,visible papticles of

. gold,but the quartz was not traced to the ledge from which it

. -had been originally derivede - B T

: , EXCERPT II , ; , e
o Similer gravel“deposits”encircle;the}footghills“crossiﬁgﬂbhsb‘,’“'
. valleys of French,Amphibious and Minnekata Creeks,end in this -
. comnnection it ﬁQuldfseem;notjinapprbpriate,to;give?g;tradition
relating to gold deposits in this portion of the Hills,. . .
.. Toussaint Kensler,a halfw-breed Indian,who had worked in
- the gold mines of Alder Gulch,Montana,was eonfined in prison = .

- fossil skmll vhich he had found in the Badlends on his way from
the diggings he reported he had discovered, Being rewarrested;.

‘for the c¢rime for which he g

she execution he drew a map

~ the routes travelled in going o and from the agenoies,with the

‘distances and the names of the prinecipal streams marked = . . = .
~unmistekedly in the sketch, He stated that he followed down L e
: Hat,Creek,tqithe‘Soutthork,cf;thencheyennegérossed*tﬁiﬁ,ﬁtream,,_k* ;

and on the second'creek;0f1agyasize”entéring£the_GheYanQ¢from§ SR
the‘north,belav,the)mouth¢¢f?ﬁat06raekghq“disécvered gold gbout =
about ten miles from the Cheyenne,among low hills,but outside =~ -
the main range of the black Hillse He described the locality. .
as emong hills capped with high and thick gravel bars of ‘large

size. fere he found rich gravel,and in & short time obtained -




- his sample of gold by washing the pay-dirt in a\small tin di&h. ,,}'
- 4 btracing of the map prepared by Kensler. is before ms ﬁhila I '

am writings On comparing it with the map drawn by
Lre ‘M'Gillycuddy,topographer of the expedition,X- find it rees

 ‘very closely with the letter,in regards to distances,direc 1ons,

and the bends of the ¢heyenne,and that the stream on which

“'iKbnsler discovered gold wes either Amphibious Creek or French

Cresk ,probably the formery Quite extensive gravel deposits

 are Jmown to ocecurr in the vicinity,snd it is probable that . -
. Kenaler was the first discoverer of gold in the Black Hills,:j'

5; obtaining his pey-dirt from the small ravines and gulches

smong the gravel beds,whare the gold had been<concentrated

' ; by heavy rains. "

m%%%**%%ﬁ%

,EQTE‘ Dm. Jénney's report does not carry the date of

~Kensler's discovery,however,this ‘eould be ascertained |
by reference to Indian Service files."
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.‘_occassional viaits

- SECTION 4

jinXCERPTS FROM PIOONEER DAYS IN THE BLAGKiHILLS - e i G
‘ ~ By.: John S¢ MoGlintock. 1939 - | L
Speaking of ‘the Black Hills Mr McClintock says' “Up to .
 fifty—three yesars a%o ‘they remained uninhabited except for. the

1) of Indlens, Then came the gold rush of ~
d76,the final and greatest battle of the red men against further f

E »encroadhment of the white men,and the Black Hills passed fbrever' '
© from the dominion of the Indians," :

%The mystery and megic with which the red ‘man 1mbuad theseg -ff,
‘mountains still remains,and the gold fever abating has braughty; S
‘their scenic splendors again into_prominence. ’ e e T

S et L

B ” The next afternnon We. reached the place known as Buffale* L

» Gap and took the trail to Custeryarriving at & place known as .
Point Rocks at about lO o'clock at night and the next day made-
-j'Guster.u (2) | L

. O sessn b ‘

) A fow miles from Rapid City he pointed out Jenney's Bar.'~* a

QU Lt -—————— About four inches of snow fell that night’ ’)J;ij”

“and the next morning,Edson,who,I soon lesrned,wss more of a .

~ hunter ,proposed to take our party a faw milas northward whereﬁ,

. he said ranged a fine herd of elk," - V <

.+ Leaving me behind,the party set out but not with the o
intention of annihilating the herd as each men agreed to: re-t&

© striet his Jimit to one. elk.-+~a-~~~--4;~u Our parties of S

~  hunters: returned to camp at dark, They,wiﬁh but one: exception,v

h*V,reporte& hard luck. However,by having. one: experienced hunter

';‘1n the party, they were enabled to bring in one fine elk that; o
‘Bdson had downed, ~----=-=-~-= - OUr next camp was struck on

V ';?Little Rapid Creeky Here,because of having fresh meat with us,f”‘iv '
. we were surronded and annoyed the entire night by a numberless

©:'. paek of howling and threstening wolves em e@yoﬁes,or both. (3)7? "
“,They failed,howeVer to mster: courage to attaa uso SR

'K'*****

| ”Several ‘droves of beef cattle were braugh

5rf f?during the aummer of '76,to supply fresh meat. “

%*-Hi-%*

‘REM&RKS: (1) Note that Mr.mcclintoek considers that nheiﬂ ‘

Indians made comparitively little use of the 31118.  %-

S (a),mhis route led directly through the Custer RDA.
"+ . " and to Point Rocks on French COreek. This was ‘the
- from. the Red Cloud

(5)'First mantion of coyotes iﬁlthe 70ts by any VN {;
suthore Game was evidently séarce as this is the
only hunting trip mentioned in 1876. ‘ 5

' xgual route for: those co,;ﬁ

Mre MbClintock arrived in the Black Hills,épril
1876 at the age of 29, He has spéant the entire =
. - period from that time- until his death in 1941
L yin the Blaek Hills.-p L
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THE LIVES OF BIG GAME ANIMALS
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3gINTRODUGTION-‘ Apparently Seton is the only naturalist
S 0 who attempted to earefully reconstruct
the probable population of the Big Game 59 i
 Animels in the Langs North of beieo.-  e .
- Such estimates,or eourse,are based on . Jﬁ»r;as g
.. probable pcpulation before the advent of ¢
~1th9 white man and on a continental basma.jAwg

\ ‘Records are too’ scanty to permit BN e et
..~ eatimate for any definite area,or portianw‘;A;'}gwn\; 1
" thereof, (Note Bailey's remarks on' = - _‘,“a R
-the probable number of buffalo in Nordh - . ¢

. Dakota, on page 19 « North American
- Fauna = No, 49;) S R

Only the factors that are pertinent to -
buffalo within the Black Hills are quoted
~below, It is reccommended that If further . - o
information is desired,his works be oL
refered to,for su&h.,”;, T

; (Eha following data from Seten,is data that he quotesf».* 3 :fgf,J«
e ;yvrromz "In The Days. Of The anfalo,by A.MbG.Beeda - Forest**‘“4.f
‘?¢jand Stream, June,lgzl, p.248).-;,x , ,;%.-'w

‘ ' “Valua'ble historic 1ight on Buffala,lndian and white man : '
7, ‘ds furnished by the Missionary, Father Ao NcGo Beede in an e
pwﬁﬁilarticle on the Buffalo Days. He writes. '

T “The say that fram the year 1864 onward till after the B
e <Sitting Bull=Custer battle they = the Western Sioux Indians «'aﬂ -
" kept the Buffalo herded back into Montena or the extreme =~
" ~western part of the present North. Dakota. This statement, L
~ .-Strange as it may seem,is confirmed by numercus white frone ~v:“
o tiersmenu......u.... :
... "01d Indisns say,and other eviaence shows,that these Sioux T
: & wf;Ind1ana extended their herd line as far north only as the ﬂ_ 5
0o K1Y - Beer Nountains « never called Killdeer Mountains by the -~ =
. .8%oux = and to the point on the Missouri River just north: of
- these mountains, Meanwhile,the Buffalo,now’ quite safe from . e
.+ ruthless depredation by white men,incréased greatly in numbers°“
~ and 1n the summer of 1875, many of these Buffalo c¢rossed the B
-, Mssouri from the south side to the north side ‘= from the S
‘y“,x;iv;present McKenzie County to th .prasent ‘Williams and. Mountrail
: ‘ - County « and thus escaping the Indisn ‘herd 1line,they roamed: up
« ggg ‘down ;he gisso¥§i,o§§en 8¢ ng the river forth and back,and '
- as far down the river as :
“froggBiamarck,N.D.‘ ’ r a’Auainted Wbeds,sa miles upstreamh




~ Indians and killed for foods But from 1875 om,largeé n ber

‘,,east as the Turtle Mountains countrye -

. country west of the Missouri River in North Dakota.: In. old timeg,ﬁﬁ{ 

"All white frontiersmen know wall that from 186&,
;till after the Sitting Bull=Custer battle,no Buffald
be found on the vast plains west of the Missourl Rivel
. east of this Indian herd line,except a very few tha
. 8lipped through the herd line and were not follewed.by

 Of Buffslo werve sometimes found in the- -north. eountry.
beyond this Indisn herd line,and some of them,wande

... %he Buffalo herds that crossed the Missauri in X e
summer of 1879 or 1880,and those that drifted east from Montana,‘*«fv

" after the Custer fight,mingled together in the territorg west
‘of. the Missouri River,and for three years after 1879 there were,
'S0 many Buffalo in that country that only a few thoughtful B
- men supposéd that the time. should ever come when Buffalo hides P
"could not be had in plenty. C : S , IEERT e
£ "After the Sitting Bull-Custer battle,ﬁhidh was the end of wﬁ i
" this careful attention given to the Buffalo by the Western R
 Sioux Indians,the Buffalo that had increased in aumbers . cane ;,]i“m
freely oastward,snd seemed,at times,almost to £111 the plains S

|
" Indians never ruthlessly slaughtered: Buffalo,or other animals, ~°
©  They used what was necessary and preserved ﬁhe rest. The Buffala i
" were the Indlanfs Cattle, f”*”}
\ "The Western Sioux Indians regarded Buffalo stealing aboux as o
a Dakota cattle-rancher regards Cattle stealing = as a crimsft*iﬁ i
deserving death, This Buffalo stealing b§ the white meh in the -
Dakotas was many btimes more the cause of trauble with the Sioux A‘ﬁﬁy
than all the gold in the Black Hills, I Iknow this from hearing ' .
0ld Indians talking freely among themselvess That the trouble was
- chiefly caused by the Black Hills gold is an erronsous notion: of
.~ the matter originated by white men. ‘This notion has become fixed 1n
‘;]written history,but is incorrect. Sl

Mm**%**

B e bieaison e s aivs o ue ivais b e s b b Oni rére oecassions,ﬁhe tiibe could o

'M'funite and form a Buffalo pound. ‘But there was usually a sufficie .

" eney of small geme to make this great effort not worth the

' the Redman daid 1ittls harm to the great Bison herds. These two

while; and I doubt that before the coming of the HOrse and bifle, i

principal aids ‘arrived togethser on the Buffalo. range,abmut the .
close of the. 18th century,and they: marked ﬁhe beginning of the e
epodh of extirpatory slaughter by man. (e :

- **%%%%*%*%** ?;~~i\.>ﬂ

_— N SR o G.B.Grinnell has told me personally _,}nﬁg
.. that he considers that. the AnteloPe exneeded the Buffalo in R
wxmmwlthms. chen - : : »

"o




o “ﬁnobher dreaded result of these GOnditions is 1ndioated
' in the report on the Antelope herds in the Wind Cave Geme -
! Preserveyon the National Bison Range in Montans, - In. fair ,\,ﬂpwd »
",svf’weather,thanks to their speed,they could scoff at the. Various
" ‘beasts of preys But "during severe winter storms in two - e
Jﬁ(\seaaans,the 64 Antelope on the Bilson Range was completely de- ,
.. stroyed by wandering predatory animals,which were able to drive o
... them into snow drifts and kill them without difficulty. More than
.- half the herd on the Wind Cave Refuge also was. killed,parﬁly T
"“*@;ifby Coyotes and partly by Bobcats. e

NOTE: ABOVE REFERS TO INCIDENTS DURING 1921. o

x;wfﬁﬂ %?;g lg;*ﬁj'v, The Great Bands _ ;

Ly : ' (Buffalo) L e e
: G It was only dnring the migrations. that the very large E
. .. herds were seen, Bands of a few thousand were found at all

. ‘seasons,but the millions came together only on some great
Qf:ganeral impulse" (Further data Setoanol III,p. 693.)

|

e KOTE: It seams m@re reasonable to assnma that great bands RRE R
;:“rather Ehan_gpeat herds occurred An the vicinity of the Blgck Hllls. "

. NomRy Srom's M“F(“V°1o111,p.&s&) PLACES THE CENTER 0P
IR POPULATION IN 1880 SOMEWEERE IN FAST CENTRAL MONTANA,

OF THE SHORT PINE HILLS (NOE A PART OF ‘PHE CUSTER MATION&L FOREST) .~
"“AND PROSPECT VALLEY (OF GRINNELL), ‘THIS PUTS THE RANGE AT THIS
“+.+ PERTOD SOMEWHAT FARTHER NORTH ‘THAN REPORTED BY JOHN EWER SJIN
. "HIS PUBLICATION ,- - TETON DAKOTA ETHNOLOGY AND' HISTORY, a resume

'p~of which follews 1n ‘action 7. ‘*thisi,epcrt.: s ,

ta Badlands,during bhe early 'eots,they were
. Howard Eaton tells me that in 1884,he saw there
Vlandtg‘ Ooein a day S ‘ . :

o the North Dakota Badlands,
ol.II ‘as refering to the
- ;po the South Bakota
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, | - f‘f $ectith#’§f‘i [
@ Excerpbastron: TETON DAKOTA ETENOLCGY AND HISTORY
SRR e i

‘,._m‘jfnationa1 Park Service

- Introductory Remarks: This publication cpntains mueh
- information of definite value insofar as an interpretive
. program based on buffalo,and the effect of the buffalo on
. Plains Indian culture is concerned, and contains a broad
. but pertinent suggestion as to the manner in which Service -
. areas within the Great Plains region could integrate certain
- phases of the buffalo-Indian story,each area having its own .
©o. o  small portionywith an overall exhibit and interpretation at . -
,f"';t’; a central locations Mr, Ewers suggested that Custer State
- W . Park offered the best opportunity for such a program, and as
. Wind Cave National Park and the Custer RDA are within the same
. 'general area mang of his suggestions and recommendations . .
. could be adopted in the interpretive plan for the two areas,

‘Items of particular interest ave those relating to the =~
various uses of the buffelo for foodyshelter,eclothing,utensils,
' 'bedding and fuel with descriptions of suech usage, Buffalo '

‘hunting'methods are -also discussed,but ;p 1ess-aetai;‘E |
. ' However,certain statements are fQuéé‘%ii‘ai;edgalthoﬁghfnot; ” ‘

questloned would undoubtedl be introduced into the interpretive
‘program at some future date., ‘he items questioned are -
.Mr;jEwer*s,statemgnti'regarding,lndian-usage of the Black Hills,
~the exteht of the buffalo range from 1800 to 1883, Sioux '
‘ © leadership and the part of the Oglalas in -the warfare of the
1870*s, and the sctual status of the chief status accorded -
Red Cloud,  The items are questioned because of statements, - -
that almost directly contradict MNr, Ewer's statements, in other
apparently well suthenticated publieations, Some of the items
will be discussed at the end of this section and touched upon ,

-~ in Section 7,and,hgvélbeen noted in the General Introduction,

S gl

Ca ”'"ﬁ&%ﬁéa"rv}é*&i&*}i‘%%—z-%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%#‘é&%ﬁ'%'2‘:“2'5‘;“:'25"?%”2!-7‘1‘-%'25"23} o

, " The buffalo range -=---w------—, Fhe town of Kearney in -
South central Nebraskas 1s considered the center of the bison
-‘ares at the time of 1ts widest extent,but efter 1800 until the
virtual extermination of the bison in 1883 the center would be . :
~ placed in the Black Hills,the very heart of the Teton country(l)e"

of major importance at this time,the statements and subjectaui‘fv



§ . .National Park (Wind Cave), four National Monuments (Scotts
: - . Bluff, Devils Tower, Jewel Cave and Fossil Cycad),several L
. 'proposed or suggested MOnument sites, and: two very interesting ‘
. State Parks situsted in locations of peculiar historical I
. significence (Guernsey and Custer)," w5
"t is fitting that the story of the Teton’ should ve |
' . graphically dinterpreted to an interested public in the- museums
<. of these parks and monuments, Although the history of the
" ‘Peton will constitute but a small chapter in the total story '
'~ to be interpreted in most of these museums,it would be well
. to include a series of exhibits on the Teton in at least one
L mmsSeumns The ruuseum at Custer State Perk seems to the writer
‘t0 be the best location for this more detailed miseum treatment
.+ of the Teton ‘storye The Park is situated in the Black Hills,
" the very hedrt of the Tebon country (2) in the mid nineteenth,'-:
‘century; its name is inseparably linked with the story of the '
© .Indisn Wars (3) in which the major part of the hostile Indian
. forces was made up to Tetonjand it is 4in close proximity to L,
" the Pine Ridge Reservation,present hOme of the . Oglala,largeat.

‘band of the Teton Dakota.-

R , **%*** ‘ - o ,
-, “In 1841 the first large immigrant train bound for Oregon -

;4passed over the trail (Oregon),beginning the destruction of
. the buffalo nearby and. frightening the herds away from the .
L .Tre ion (4),and.the destruction of wood and grass in the river

.. bottomsys -~ From then on food became increasingly hard for some
. of the Brule and Oglala bands to procure, And with each year =

 of the Oglala chiefs enquire Uif there were still any whites
. Temaining there,pointing to the eastward. (Journals of o
- Theodore Talbot, 1845—52.Portland,Oregon,lgsl.) That was in
18434 In the twelive Year period from 1841 to 1852 fully L
187,717 immigrants passed over thé trail to. Oregon,ualifornia N
. or Utah, (Brped;iarly Bavelopment of Wyoming) ‘Trueynorie of them
- “.stopped ‘to settle in the Teton country,but’ their effeét on the -
,”buffalo in the region was devastating (5)' e , '

G ﬂm

Paviosote, Indian originator of the Ghost: -Dance,in 1889, They
‘sent & delegation to Neveda to learn more of his ideas,These
men returned %o encourage the practice of the dance with its .
accompanying beliefs ‘among the Siousx, According to doctorine,the
indians by dancing and observing the formalized ritual of the
Ghost Dance sould cause the Whites to disappemr and the Indiams
to be restored to their old way of life,reunited with their
departed frienda in a country filled with buffalo.

' uToday,there may. be found within the old Teton country oqef;iq‘“‘

the number of immigrants continued to grow, Talbot heard ene"7r

”Eha ;aton heard of the doctorine expounded by hovoka,the o



v(Ambng,thé'TétbnsvthefeXnitéﬁéht of this”ﬁéwfdpqtrine;aggrgﬁated"w e
by local grievances,ledd to an outbresk in the winter of
'11890q91*th§‘principalfevents‘ofﬁwhichuwereitha?killingrat;.A

Sitting Bull and the massacre of Wounded Knee"s (6) -

. "In winter the temperature drops below 30 degrees. On the .
~whole the extremes of temperaturé encountered on the plains
 are not found in the Black Hills. This fact was largely :

-~ responsible for the gathering of large herds of buffalo in the -
~ - Black Hills in wintér during the years when buffalo roamed the .
~ “western plains (7)". e S e e

o EsEER

"The great period of the fur trade circle,1820~1840,was the
. period of greatest prosperity for the Teton. In this period .
- . their native culbture was augmented by the use of horses,guns,
. and a variety of metal toold and utensils furnished by the
~white mane The Tetons were free and independent with a ready .
-market for peltries and a bountiful supply of food", (8). -

B o s T e T

Nﬁmberéd Items, Remarké«concéfning:

1) According to Grinnell (Custer Expedition 1874), Dodge - -
- (Jenney Expedition 1875) and other there were no buffalo -
~ within,or close to the Black Hills as early as 1874
-and 1875, Probably,from present day evidence, the
- closest end largest herd was in Montana,and possibly
- . reached the lower Little Missouri,in what is now:
North Dakotas - In part the'scareitg of buffalo may have
. been due .in part to the "herd line™established by the
- hostile Siouxe However,it seems more probable that the
. searcity of buffalo was due to hunting by Agency Indians
‘and soldiers from the Red Cloud Agency,the Spotted Horse
Agency and Fort Laramie to the south and southwestward,
and from proffessional hide hunters,snd Indians engaged
~~ dn hunting and’'selling hides to the trading posts on the
~ Missouri Rivere. In this connection it is noted that = = =
Trudeau established a post nesr Greenwood So.Dak,280 miles
from the Black Hills in 1794. Loisel established a trading
~ post near DeGrey (24 mlles east of Pierre), 180 miles =
from the Black Hilks, Manuel Lisa established a fort and

- trading post on the Missori River,250 miles from the
. ‘Blaek Hills in 1811, - Further numerous other trading
A ;j'v;pb§t§ were established within 150 to 250 miles of ‘the
+ - Black Hi1lls during the ‘period 1820 to 1840, Chittenden,
+.in History of the Fur Trade, states that a hundred . .
~ 'frading posts were operating in the Teton country during.

"*? y;$h6WPe?iOd mentioned above




ify;that they cenfine most of their grazing to the ‘open- grassy
-.“areas, and when occassionally venturing into the forest ares

-~ -herding horses,superstitious fesrs and the complete lack of
“»]travois tralls seem to indiéate an almost complete avoidance

" bands of hosiijes during the period 1866 to 1876 was marked,

D period in question, The Ricker Collection of: the Nebraska % L
- Historical Society is also another possible source of information

, Sueh posts were. within reasonable distance ef the Black Hills,
and it seems reasonable to believe that hunters,both: professional
. -and sportsmen, in conjunction with the aforementioned,éisturb;ng o

~factors tended to seriously deplete and probably practically i
'!zexterminate ‘the buffslo within close proximity of the Hillse

o During this period the buffalo range adjacent to the Black
‘Hills wes undoubtedly visited many times by hunters,trappers

‘and traders, however, the majority probably being unlettered

~ and caring little for posterity left no written record of -

conditions at that time, If the Black Hills. proper had been

" the normal winter range of large buffalo herds,it would seem
reasonable to believeé that trading posts would have been J

'oestablished within the immediate vicinity. But none weres

. It seems ressonable to belleve that the buffalo usage og‘o
the Black Hills was confined almost entirely to the grass
covered Red Valley,which encircles the Hills. The Wind Cave
herd has been observed for s period of years and it is noted

they drift principally along the outer edge of the forest,
A few o0ld "batchelor™ bulls make considerable use of the
forest area proper,otherwise its usage is negligible in
‘Vcomparisoh to the usage acecorded the grassland.f‘,»

2) --The Black Hills were in the center of the Teton
country,but were subject to little if anny usees The reasons
~listed by Colonel Dodge relating to the difficulty of hunting,

. -Of the Hills,by the Indians, The movements of the principal

N believe,by complete avoldance of the Black Hills,however, :
--such bands at times were in areas immediately adjacent to the
Hills, Such movements can probably be confirmed by reference
- to letter Books and Documents of the Department of the Platte
. and HiSSOuri Division files of the War Department for the

"g“in ‘this matter.

3) = The reasons that the Teton Dakota w1shed to,at 1east
apparently, desired to retain possession of the Black
Hills could,in reality,be broken down as the motivating facter

influencing the two Indian factions contending for completel S

tribal dominance and chieftanship.

‘@ofeéefféwhe Agency Indians,led by Red Cloud and Spotted Horae,':

. had lost all semblance of independence and initiative,
. and became "Loafers" dependent upon Government sub-
- sistences They wanted a. considerable sum of money and
.food for seven generations, ' This would have afforded
 this faction emple "social security" and would have
R attracted’ sufficient ‘withdrawals from the hostiles to

assure: the leaders praotiealodominanoe of the Teton o
Dakota. o . ‘ - :




" be The hostilee 1ed by Grazy Horse of t :

: - of the Hunkpatilas, and- Toueﬁ-theuﬁleu_

. Minneconjous, and inspired by Sitting Bull of th

- Hunkpetilss, desired to retain the Black Hills,.

. 'was the home of the gods,and consequently @ Sacred . 5

« . places However,their primary reason was the realizst mn e
“-that if the whites became strongly established in the .

- Black Hills they would éventuslly dispossess ‘the’ Indian _v,,:

"of practically all their demain - which . came to paes. e

4) The Oregon Treil and the Thton Pacific iailroad T

P disrupted the buffalo: herde, and allowed access to an unpre-.1'

- cedented number of hunters and immigrants, and thus résulted oy
in an unparallelled rate of slaughter for a considerable dis-:,a
.~ on either side of such routes, This disturbing faeber,plue
~~ hunting by the Army,Agency Indians, and the possible existence
of the northern "herd line" are factors which combined to e
-~ rvender the buffalofs number. inSignificant in the adgacent area
“’a;surronding the Black Hills, " , B

o 5) EXpansion of . 1ivestock ranching Operations estebliShed :

‘ during and shortly after the construction of the Union Pacifin,'.»

N auged additional pressure on the Indians,and the few remaining*“
f~buf 8loe

g 6) The Ghest Danoe, and the Ghost Vision of the Messiah s

g datee ‘back to 1857 and not- 1889, but did not esssume a dominant -

. role in Sioux. theology until the late 80' and early 90!'s . -
,jiﬂfinally culminating. in the death of Sitting Bull, and ﬁhe‘,f.“ag

S Battle of Wounded Khee. ' o he e

e O mheir is,apparently, no reason. to believe that the Black -
~Hills were the permanent residence of a large number of buffalo.
. Skeletal remains were very scarce in 1874 and 1875,and should At
_have been numerous if this ares had been a.permenent winter rangezf‘*“”
.. of ‘a large herd, The majority of the Black Hills proper is. not -
. suitable buffalo range, range being confined to Red Valley and =
. the grassy,thinly forested sections on the outer ‘edges of the Hills, -
_ Further, continued heavy usage of the Black Hills by buffalo would
- have left its mark on the forest stand, In all literature available
to the compiler there has been no reference to trees destroyeé, A,:fﬁ
- or marked,by usage as "rubbing posts®, Purther no r 1bbing etones L
- have been mentioned,or known to exist. (For further data see '
: Bailey’s remarks- North American Fauna -Np,4g - p.24.)“ /

. 8) The- period 1820 to 1840 marking the hide tide ef sioux
»g;,‘;jprOSperity,undoubtedly,was marked by extensive 8laughter . of the
.. ~buffalo for trading purposes by the Indians, and by hunters -
"7 either tolerated by the Indians,or who had purchased permiseion
. bo hunt through the -medium of gifts. e el S ,

‘ Further it is believed that reeeareh will show that ‘Red’ cloud
was not supreme chief of the Sioux (¢ Oglala) but one of the tribal

. chiefs, who had been designated the chisf of the en entire tribe

~ by the Army. Also by the Indian Service, Th such . capaeity he was

i demoted for politic reason twiee,and ultimately restored. His i

. sovrelgnity was not accepted by entire tribe. Further data ga%
”‘;found in Rieker & other eollections-Nebraska Historical Boc
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S . sEOTIN 7.
kExeerP’ts from=‘~‘f' e o

fThe Roport of Lioutenant Gouvernour . Wurren. " Topographical
. Enginmer of the "Sloux Expedition" of Exploretion in Dacota.
Country = 1855 = 1856 w. 1857+ With notes from TFe Ve Hayden,who
" ‘was a member of the party,and who reported on the geology and AT
‘ .other scelntlflc features of the areas traversed. : o

(Remarkﬁ are conflned +o wildlife observatlons & only such excerpts e
‘ere, recorded belcw.) ~ ST . ‘ - i

i “Where the road passes through the Mauvaises Terres (Badlands)
from Wnite River to the head of Bed River,the surface is,in many places

,%i7covered with chelcedony,and is hardj. in others it is cley,and in wet
- .- weather very softs Through this section some of the stresms havée cleyey
' bedsyseme of them sandy. The preoipitous’ ridges of the Mauvaises Terres:

- are about two hundred feet high,end are very: striking in appearance; ,
: Black tamled deer and big horn are to be found here. :

****** =

T ‘ "The Sand Hllls oresent their'most oaaracterlstzc appearance
just north of Calsmus Rmver,spread out in every directlon to the verge
Of 'ﬁ}le hOl'lZOIl. The Sand iS .Dvo.toot»ocnhnnb.!!cl.t'Qoo.nuonb....;o.

. onocat'o oQQ‘..Q&cvbleltb.-o!l.n;000000tin.loocoooot.‘ollo.ll.‘gtil' ) :
| The'sand is formed into limited basins,over the rims of which you are S
constantly pessing,up one side and down ‘the otherythe feet of the animals AT

'»f;frequentlj sinking ‘so as to make bhe progress excessivejy-laborlous. Lo

: ~'The. scenery -is exceedlngly solitary,silent,end desolate,and
j;depresslng to one's splrlt. Antelope and sqmetlmes'buffalo, are
&;ﬂnumerous. L it , SRR

"******

”Upon the prlnolples I have mentloned,I should recammend thaﬁ an
infantry post be maintained at Fort Pierres Of all the points yet =
~ occupied in the Dacobs country *his is the most centrale Good: prairie g
. .roads lead from it in all directions. and -the experienced. guides and

traders 0f'the Amerlcan Fur Cqmpany have explored bhem all. :

o ******

 'fNOTE: The fe710w1ng excerpts are from the andsn Report aecampanying
Lt. Whrrens Beport. ;f“ . T o g

S “Between the twc forks of the Shysnne (Present Bv ﬁFourohe and

" South Cheyetme Rivers),and the vieinity of Bear Butte,a portion ‘of the .

Black Hills,is: ‘quite & largelarea,whlch seemg to have been leveled by .
denudation,and greets the eye of the traveler with- jey)who has for: scms
“ftime previously seen nothlng but the sterile COUNIYesesesnssvasssssooes ;_;;
..........................¢........ At that 4ime the grass was. springing

“*"jq up quite green and ‘herds of antelope were qu %ly reposing upon the aunny

" sldes of the stresus,like sheep, This is & portion of country similar to ,g /
. %0, Whlte Rivor valley,well adapted Por grazlng ......,......5/ o




' Note : The following excerpts are fran Heyden's deily journal entries,and .
: ' - 7777 only the portien ‘covering wildlife conditions are noteds Notations
@ . ‘wover a trip from Fort Plerre “to-White River,past & through the = =
" Badlends,thence omward,up White River to Nebraska. ~ - .. =

' Lbepai-féd,For%lPiéi":;eb“May 7,18554
‘ May 7 = Nowildlife entries.

May 8 = No wildlife entries.

Mey 9 = " eeese No pome was seen but a few sntelope,which wefe so wild

it was impossible to kill them." .

May 10 - No wildlife entriess
- C o May.1ll = "....;..,.',:.., We found 'plenty' of .antelope near our campingi*piace',"
. .+ ... ( Hayden reports killing one for food,and is the first animal .

killed sinece leaving Fort ﬁorre.) | : .
May 14 - " Our Indien guide led us along an old buffelo track, & very

! mgg’d I‘OEd.-.-.;......‘.;..-.'.'.’...‘n.;...,...‘...-.....-’.-....-.-

. .’d“.t..-..o”ooooot.0.,...0600‘00.01-00-tnOoo.oo.’o‘....‘ao.J.c R
At the mounth is the most beautiful exhibition of the ‘Bed lands .
I have ever seens " L R T  £ a
s ' . * (Hayden goes into considerable detail ebout roughness of road
e CooT end the general good of utilizing buffalo breils as roadweys,
. ’ o ‘but does not mention seeing a buffelos - SRR 2

May 21 - "Antelops were more abundant than other kinds of geme,and we -

" were able to supply ourselves with meats Ococassionally & big horn
was added” . v T e e e T ,
' (The party was still in the vicinity of ‘the White River Badlands =~
at this dates) . R RSN [ |

Note: The foregoing excerpts are good examples of the wildlife entries in
: the daily journel, end there are very few consecutive deys entries -

carrying such entry,usually & one to two day gap occurse

‘The entries of both Hayden and Werren note seversl small bunches
of buffelo in the Send Hill Country and along the Niobrare(Running
- Wiater) River in Nebraske, end also one or two entries stating thet
it appeared as though a large band of buffalo had recently occuppied,
_or pessed through, certain sections of such areas,but the large
' band ‘was not seen by-the partys R : : L




No‘be:» Hayden's swnnarv of mldl:\.fe condltion in the ‘Dacota Country is (
"7 probably the most ‘importent entry insofar as our present purposes
are canerned, and fol’aws below: L

' RPN : ol
"Of the various klnds of. snimals and thelr dlstributﬁon, 1 mlght
here,say a few wordss Mony . of them are fast. pessing away,and in a few
.years those upon which the Indian is now dependent will become extinots -
- The buffalo,whlch heve been £o importent an agent in the preservation
. of the Indian,are now graduslly gathering into a smeller area,snd .
‘although in the velley of the Yellowstone,and along the Upper Missouri,
thousands may yot be seen,they are. decreaslng annually at 8, very rapld Y
rate," G
- "In 1850 buffalo were seen &s low down tha River (Nhssourl) a8
Vermillon River,and in 1854 a few were killed near Fort Pisrresbut at
the present time nons,unless it be & stray bull,ere seen below Fort Clark,"
"Even at the base ef the Black Hills it would be difficult fer s R
" party of white men to support themselves by huntings Probably at this
“bime game,such as buxfalo,antelone,elk;bighorn,and ‘beaver are more
- abundant in the Yellowstone Valley than- in<any o%her portlon of the
- Upper Mlssourl. L : W

"The black tailed deer 1stselddm seen. below Fort Pieere. It is PR
" found chiefly in the ravines and the more rugged portions in the. -
vicinity of the Black Hills and the mountains, The interminable ravines
of the Sheyemme and Sage Creck (8age Creek,or ‘8 nortlon thereof is. within'f S
the present Badlands Netional ¥ onument) are noted places for them." ‘
~ "Antelope are the most. abundant anlmal in the Sioux count:y |
and are confined to the oper prairie" L
"Elk are still abundent in the reglon of the mountalns.large herds R
- of tham are seen along the Yellowstone and Missouri,above Fort. Union; B o
Below these poznts they ere seldom seen in herds B

‘ sdctdkk
,Explanatlon of Terms. :
' ‘Mauveises Terre =

‘ White River Badlands.
Bhyenne River =

‘Cheyenme River

. Bad River . = == Lower Cheyemne R:Lver , L
Fort Pierre -~ Located across Missouri River from Fﬁerre,S.D.vX“‘ g

’ Dacota‘Coﬁntry’ ‘=~ Present North and South Dekote,essten Wyoming, .
' BTN - éastern VWiyoming, and north central and northwest
, . Nebraske and eastern Montens. e
‘”Two forks of the Shyeme -- Bedle Fourche and the South Cheyynne szers;,' b
. Send Hills = == Sand Hill Country of Nebraska, e
- Junction of Missouri and Vermillon River == At Vermlllan S. Dakota.ﬂl e
- Fort Clark = es 40 mlles Northwest of Bismark;North Dako%& L L




E[Remarks:

' In view of kr. Bﬁyﬁen‘s ‘statement regardlng the present‘oondition o

el blg geme during the 1850's it is not considered strange or in any wey
-unusual thet the Custer and Dodgp—anney Expeditions failed to hobte any
;‘.buffblo,durznv ‘their exploratlons. The gradusl,or ratherrrapld, Yetreat
.of the buffalo from the Vermillon Rlver to Fort’ Clark shows en excevtional
- and rapld decrease in the territory daminated by the buffalo, The distance
- from Vermillon River +to Fort Clark is some 350 plus air line miles,: and -
. 'if the buffalo was pushed back this distance in a five to six year period

7w may mssume that hunting,hide trade and other factors tended to deorsass
- the buffaloc at an unprecedented pace,as I have noted under snnotated remarks,?jt"

©dn the preceding ‘gections, The trading posts on the Upper M:ssouri,in
.. both North and South Dakota: no doubt accentuated the rapld sleughter and
A,dOOrease “of the buffalo..- : A ; ‘ 1

' The fact that geme wes scarce along the Black Hills at that time

lesds to the belief that the only possible information that might be.
 ebtained regarding wildlife in the Black Hills under comparitively naﬁnral
. end undisturbed conditions will be from the discovery of diaries or g
~journals ‘of hunters,front:erSmBn,explorers,traders,gu:&es and: others who

l”-g7ventured into this area during the pefiod 1800 to 1830, At this date no

Antelope were st111 camparltavoly plent1fu1 ag were deer,but the

. .elk had diminished in the same manner &s the buffalo,and apparently at
L about the seme- rate.~f B ACEEIEL  EY

.7+ such date has been. found or publlshed,hoWBver,samo such 1nformatlon maJ eamof“”“
«‘ﬂ-ﬁto 11ght 1n the future.; : e R
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