Lt Commander Hamura,
Governor of Japanesa-

accupied Guam, inspects
Chamomo workers plant-

ing nice. Chamoemo and
Kaorean laborers were
forced to work in the fislds
ta praduce food, clear run-

ways lor airstrips, and dig
hilside cavas, tranchag,
and athar Japanasa da-
jerse fortifications,

Assault troops of the 3rd
Marine Divizion wade
ashore under fire ak Asan
Beach, July 21, 1944

Their objective: capture

immediately inlend and

Guam 1941=1944: Conquest and Liberation

the clifie and high ground

prepare for further apera-

tions ko the east and south-
aast,

The Japanese conguest of Guam began about an
hour after the attack on Pearl Harbor, when
Saipan-based Japanese dive bombers launched
the first in a series of raids on the island. At that
time Guam’s total protection consisted of 163
Marines, 271 U.5. Navy personnel, 134 civillan con-
struction workers, and 247 members of the local
Chamorro Insular Force Guard and the Maval Mili-
tia, (Chamorros are the indigenous people of
Guam.) The gamrison had no artillery, only a few
B0-callber machine guns, and various small arms,
For two days the Japanese bombed and strafed
the island and its defenders, In the early moming
hours of December 10, a special Japanese naval
landing party of about 400 men from the 5th
Defense Force based on Salpan began landing at
Dungea’s Beach in Agana Bay. At the same time, a
Japaness Army unit known as the South Seas
Detachment landed on the beaches of Aporguan,
Tumon, Togcha, Agat, and other areas. The Insular
Guard made a gallant attempt to stop the Japan-
ese advance at the Plaza de Espafia in Agana (now
Hagatfa) but was soon driven back, By 5:45 a.m.
Capt. George J. McMillin, LISN, the island’s gowver-
nor, realized that his ting command was no match
for the invasion force and began to surrender his
post and the island.
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The 1844 liberation of
Guam, shown on the
map at left, followed the
same pattern as several
dozen similar campaigns
conducied by American
forces between 1942
and 1245 the opening air
and nawval basrages, the
amphibious assault, the
contested landing, the
hard jungle fighting
against well-entrenched
Japanese forces, The
only questions were how
long the campaign swould
last and how many livas
it would cost. Thae black
lines and dates an the
map signify the stages in
which tha Amarcans
occupied the island and
cleared it of its Japan-
ese defenders.



The Guam operation “was brilliantly and valorously conducted and
resulted in the recovery of important American Territory and the
liberation of loyal people. Well Done.™
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Marinas take cover behind
bamb ard shel debiis anc
fallen coconut brees, Juby
1944,

lar WL Mimitz

view the damaged ruina
of Agara {now Hagdtfa 1.

rmy tanks of the
TTth Infantey Civision 1ake
a lew moment’s rast io

ibarires of the Il Arnphi
biows Corps Adillery fre
ore of Hher 1.55-mm. howit-
Zeng In support of tha

305 Infantrys attack on
the Crote Paninsula, July
22-24, 1944,

Guam remamed in Japanese hands for twoe and a
half years and Chamorraes were farced to endure
the hardships of military oocupation in a war not
of their making. For the first four months the
island was controlled by army troops, who were
housed in schools and government buildings in
Agana. The island was renamed Omiya Jima
|Great Shrine Island) and Chamorros were re=
quired to learn the Japanese custom of bowing.
Japanese yen became the island's currency, and
eivilian affairs were handled by a branch of the
army called the minseisho. Gars, radios, and cam-
eras wera confiscated and food was rationed until
supplies became exhausted. Chamoros suspect-
ed of hiding family members wanted by the Jap-
anese, or of aiding the few Americans that did not
surrender, were harassed, baaten, or tortured,
and, in some instances, executed by order of the
authaorities,

Control of the island came under the Imparial
Japanese Nawvy in March 1942, The keibitai, as it
was known, governed the populace for abouwt 18
manthes, Chamomos were allowead to remain on
their farms and trade for products they needed.
Social activities Included parties, Japanese
movies, and sports compalitiona, Mass meetings

wera held in Agana to reinforce the “Nippon
Seishen” [spirit of Japan). Schools were recpened
and Chamorros wene required to learn the Japan-
ese language and customs. English was forbid-
den. Adults and children were taught reading,
writing, math, and Japanese games and songs.

In early 1944, with the war going badly for Japan
and an American invasion threalaning, the Japan-
ese Army returned to Guam, bringing with it a
naw and stricter form of government —the kaikon-
tal. Social activities wera terminated, schoaols
wete closed, and Chamorro men, women, and
children ower the age of 12 were foreed to work
long howrs in the fields, repair or build airstrips
and defense installations, and dig hundrads of
Japanese shelter cavas, many of which are within
the boundaries of today's park. Chamarros, labor-
img at bayvonet point, were mistreated and, in
S0me Cases, execuled atter completing defense
installations. Without warning, 10,000-15,000
Chamorres, young and old, were forced to march
with anly the belongings they could carry Lo con-
ocentration camps in Guam's central and southern
Jungles, With inadequate shelter, little food, and
no sanitary facilities, le In these camps was mia-
erable. Despite the hardships, however, incarcera-

tion proved to be a blessing in disguise. Had thay
not been moved, many Chamarros wauld have
baen killed by the Amercan pre-invasion bombard-
ment and the Japanese crossfire.

On the moming of July 21, 1944, after ane of the
longest and heaviest pre-assault naval bombard-
menis af the war, the American recapture of Guam
began with simultaneous landings at Asan and
Agat beaches by 55,000 men of the 3rd Marine
Divisian, 1st Provisicnal Marine Brigade, and 305th
Regimental Combat Team of the 77th Army Infantry
Division. By day's end, despite some initial confu-
sion over landing sites and stiff resistance by the
island's 18,500 Japanese defenders, both beaches
had been secured. In the three weeks that followed
(see map at far laft), the Americans cleared Orote
Peninsula and secured Fonte Plateau. They then
maoved north toward Agana, Barrigada, Mount
Santa Rosa, and on to Ritidian Paint, where the
island was declared secure. The recapture of
Guam cost more than 7,000 American and about
17,500 Japanese casualties. Japan's grip on the
Marianas was broken and the end of the war was
now just skghtly over a year away.
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Seeing the Park

‘With the estabiishment of War in the Pacific National
Historical Park, the United States Natonal Park Sys-
tam now extends across the Pacific Oosan, Autho-
rized on August 18, 1978, the park was established
“to commemorate the bravery and sacrifice of those
participating in the campaigns of the Pacific Theater
of World War Il and to consenve and interpret cutstand-
ing natural. scenic, and historic values and objects an
the Island of Guam....”

Like many other Pacific islands, Guam containg higtori-
cal features associated with Worid War |, especially
the 1944 American liberation. The park tsell cansists
of seven separate units. They are located in or near
the vifages of Asan, Piti, and , en the west side of
the island facing the Phifippine Sea.

The Asan Beach Unit is the site of tha northemn kand-
ing beach. It was here that the 3rd Marine Division
came ashore for the initial assault and was met by
troops of the Japaness 320t Independent Infantry
Battalicn. War-related structures are located at Asan
Point and Adelup Point. The emans of some Amer-
ican military equipment and coralancrusted ordnance
Iig underwater in the ofishore area,

Tree T. Stell Mewman Visitor Center and Park Head-
guarters is kcated in the village of Asan, on Marine
Crive, Hare you will find museumn exhibits and audic-
visual programs telling the story of the Pacific Theater
of World War [, the recapture of Guam by Amencan
forces, and the experiences of the Chamorros (the
indigenous pecpla of Guam] during the war, Frograms
are available in English, Japansess, Chinese, and
Korean. Uniformed rangers at the information desk
will answer questions and assist you.

At Asan Paint, the “Liberators' Memcrial,” installed

during the Liberation of Guam 50th Anniversary cere-
manies, honors veterans of the armed forces who par-
ficipated in the 1944 landing. The Guam Combat Patral

Things You Should Know

is also honared for hedping the Americans scout out
Japanese stragglers. Funding was provided by the
Guam Ghapters of the Mational Association for Uni-
formed Services and the Third Merine Division Associa-
tion, and by the people of Guam,

Discover hiddan Japanese fortifications and historic
sites along the Asan Ridge Trall. Mare than 50 years
aga, Chamomas were forced to build thess Japeness
defenses,

Trez Asan Inland Unit i directly opposite the Asan
Beach Unit atross Maring Drive. It was on the face of
these cliffs and hillsices that the American landing
forces met heavy resistance. Today, thick jungle
grewth or swordgrass savannah covers the area, mak-
ing hiking fairky Efficult.

Asan Bay Overlook, on Route B, conlains a memarial
gardean in honor of Chamormos and Americans who
died on Guam during the war years, Their names are
iscrbed on the memonal walls along with the namas
of Chamarres whe andured the hardships of war
through injury, forced lebor, foreed marshes, and
irtemment. Broree panals illstrale scenes of the inva-
sion, ocoupation, and liberation of the island, The site
provides a panoramic view of the Asan kending beach.

The Piti Guns Unit &= on the ridge behind the village
of Piti. After a st=ep ascent, the Y-mile trail leads to
three Japanese coastal defense guns.

Jim Brendi

The Mt. Chachac/Mt. Tenjo Unit provided the Japan-
ase defenders with a view of United Siates troope
landing at Asan Beach and a scenic ovenview of Apra
Hartar and Orote Point. The unimproved trail leads to
foxhales, trenches, and & Warld War | American gun
amplacemant.

The Agat Unit is the site of the southarn landing
beach. It was here that the First Provisional Marine
Brigade and the 305th Regimental Combat Team of
the 77th Army Infantry Division came ashore, They
wiere met by the Japanese 1st Battalion, 38th Infantry.
Apaca Paint, Gaan Point, Bangi Paint, and Bangi
Island contain histaric sites and siructures, including
cawves, bunkars, latrine foundations, and pillboxes.

The beach and affshore area here are relatively un-
spoiled and provide a good impression of how they
looked in 1944, Several pieces of American military
equipment still lie underwater near the sdoe of the resf.

The Mt Alifan Uinit, site of a former Japarese com-
mand pest, contains the remains of bomb oraters, fox-
hotes, and trenches. The siopes of these hills saw
intense battles between United States Marines and
the defending Japanese forces. This area is undeves-
opead, making access difficutt.

The Fonte Plateau Unit, sita of & former Japanese
naval communications center, is cumently undevaloped,

Guam's warm climate,
sandy beaches, and fur-
Qquoise waters beckon
visilors to rediscover the
island's rich heritage.

Fishing, hiking, picnicking,
and (for thase with i
ance} snorkeling and div-
ing are amang the many
recreationa cpportunities
available in the individual
park units and around the
island,

The year-round tampera-
ture avarages 27°C (BO°F)
and the ocean tempera-

ture a pleasant 27.2°C
{81°F). May to Navember
is the rainy season, and
WOU Can expect wet, hot,
and humid days. Tem-
paraturas coal dawn
from Mowvernber through
April, the dry season,
ard tropical trade winds
are commen. Typhoons
CAn CoCour in month,
although they are more
comman during the rainy
saazon. Bul don't warry,
tvphoons give ample
warning of their coming
and thers ia plenty of
time to take shelter

Park histaric structures privatety owned. Please

and military equipment
are mare than 50 years
old and are very fragile.
Do not disturb any of the
historic ground features,
such as foxholes, tranch-
&3, and bomb craters.

Pleasae do not remowe ar
mar the historic and nat-
ural objects bensath the
water's surface. They are
pratected by law.

Do not trespass on pri-
vate property. Some
lands witiin the park are

respact these prope
rights. If in doubt, check
with the ranger st the in-
formation desk in the visi-
tor center.

Administration War in
the Pacific Mational Histor-
ical Park is part of the Ma-
consists of mone than 370
parks that are important
evamples of our country's
natural and cultural her-
tage.

For more information
write Superintendent, PO,
Box FA, Haghtfa, Guam
BEAIE; v nps,

on the Internet. (Hagatna

was formerly calad
Agana}

For Your Safety
War in the Pacific National
Historical Park is a new
and developing area ard
your safety and enoyment
are our main concem. You
can ensure both by cb-
senving the following:

Do not enter any caves
or tunneds. Some may
contain hidden explo-
sives. Do net open any
sealed caves; It is illegsl
and dangeraus,

Most important of all;
Do not disturb any am-
munition that you may
find on or off shore, It
Is extremely dangerous
and may detonate at
any time. Report its lo=
cation to a rangear, who
will have it remowved by
qualified personnel,
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1941 to 1

The Pacific Theater of World War Il involved one-third of the'e:
but only 1/145th of its total land mass. It involved vast dis |
strategy, tactics, equipment, and weapons of war. Moreover, it in'.rulved not just
Japan and the United States but Great Britain, Australia, New Zealand, the
Metherlands, Canada, China, France, and the Soviet Union as well. Caught in
the middle were the people of the Pacific islands, upon whose homelands and
in whose waters the battles were fought. The following chronology touches on
some of the more significant aspects of the Pacific War and provides a
framework for understanding the people and events commemorated at War in
the Pacific Mational Historical Park.

23 December Wake Island is surrendered to the
Japanase,

24 December Gen. Douwglas MacArthur, command-
ing United States Army Forcesin the Far East, begins
svacuation of Manila and withdraws to Bataan.

- 26 Dowember Hoag Rong lslosi o the Jaganaesa.

1942
2 January Japanese occupy Manila.
7 Januwary Siege of Batean begins. MacArthur, head-
quartered on Corragidor, prociaims the Balaan Penin-
sula the center of American-Filipino resistance to the
Japanese invasion of the Philippines. Bul its jungles,
swamps, and mountains make supply ditficuit and the
Bataan Defense Foroe suffers shortages of food and
medicines throughout the three-month ordeal.
1 February U_5. Navy launches air and surface at-
tacks against Japanese bases In the Marshall Istands.
15 February Singapore surrenders.
27-28 February Battle of Java Sea resuits in mast
savera U.5. naval losses since Pearl Harbor and leads
to the collapse of organized Allied military resistance
in that area.
8 March Japanese land in Mew Guinea, eccupying
Lae and Salamaeua and threatening Port Moreshy, last
defensive post hald by the Allies to protect Australia.
17 Mareh MacArthur, who had left the Philippines six
days before, arrives in Ausiralia. Here he utters the
now-famous words, “| came through and | shall return.”
30 March MacArthur is designated Allled Supreme
Commander, Southwest Pacific Areas (Australia, most
of tha Indies, and the Philippines]; Adm. Chastar
mtzis designaled Commander in Chief, Pacific
I1

AR,

'I"-'Ithm.l warning, Japanese planes bomb
1 Hickam and Whealar Alrtislds on
1rru'ee: duhwm;;lww ol the:

p
Japanese atmmmﬁ bed to open warfare In July
1937. As a result of Jagan’s involvement in China and
the extension of Japan's “Grealer East Asia Co-Pros-
perity Sphere’ into Indochina, the United Statas,
Great Britain, and other countries froze Japanese
assels and exports, threatening Japan's industrial sur-
vival. This led to accelersted Jepanese aconomic
expansion into Southeast Asia and the Dutch Easi
Indias, bringing her into direct conflict with wastarn
countries which also had economic interests in these
areas. By 1941, Japan was committed (o a policy of
apprassion to achiewe her goals. Her inghility to come
to giplomatic berms with the United States, which she
saw as her mosl formidable opponent, led 1o the Pearl
Harbor altack,

8 Degember Congress declares war on Japan; Jap-
amese bomb isiends of Wake and Guam, and Clark and
Iba Airfialds in the Philippines; invade Malaya and
occupy Thailand; and seize the international settlioment
at Shanghai.

10 December Japanese capture Guam and begin
landings on narthern Luzon.

© us navy task group
refurns to anchorage for
repairs and supplies after
strikes against the Japa-
nese in the Philippines,
Crecamber 1544,

9 April Bataan surrenders. The starving U.5. and
Fllipino survivors begin nﬂ&m!a ‘death march” to

Japanese prison camps.

18 April Lt, Col. James H. Doolittle leads sixtean
B-25 bombers trom carrier Hornel 1o bomb largelsin
Tokyo, Yokohama, Yokosuka, Kobe, end Nagoya.

7 May Gen. Jonathan Wainwright, MacArthur's suc-
cassorin the Phillppines, surrenders Corregidor and
all U.S. troops under his command.

4-B May Battie of the Coral Sea. This Japaness
tactical wiclory but stralegic defeat is the first naval
battle in history in which all fighting is done by
carrier-based planes and the opposing ships never
saw each other.

3-8 June Ballle of Midway. This American viclory
deals the Japanese their lirst major naval defeat, and
confirms the power of the aireralt carrior as an offen-
SIVEe weapon in war,

7 June Japanese occupy Aftu and Kiska in the Alewtian
Istands.

22 July Prpuan Campaign begins as Japanese troops
land at Gona and Buna, 100 miles east of Lae and

Sal Naw Guinea, and begins an-- -

-

ovarland drive across the Owen Stanbey Mountaing to
capture Port Moresby on the southern coast. in the
maonths that follow, Australian and LS. forces frustrate
evary attempt to lake the port and eventually drive the
Japanese back to Gona and Buna.

T August LS. Marines invade Guadalcanal in the
Solomaon lslands in the tirst American ollensive of the
war. Subsaguenl Japanese efforls to drive the Ameri-
cans off the island are consistently unsucsassiul,

B:9 Awgust Japanese navy sinks four Allied cruisers
in Battie of Savo Islands.

@ Us Marines hur!
grenades at Japanase
positions during the
fighting on Saipan. 1944,
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The Pacilic Theater, 1941-45
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on New Britain, the [argest island in the Bismarck

Archipalago.
1944

31 January-4 February American forces capture
Roi-Mamur and Kwajalain in the Marshalls.

29 February-T March MacArthur surprises Japa-
nese by seizing the Admiralty Islands.

15 June China-bazsed B-29s make their firsl attack on
Japaness homeland. U.5. forces Invade Saipan.
17-19 June Battle of ihe Philippine Sea (called the
Marianas “turkey shoot ], in which U.5. carrier-based
aircraft engage and inflict erippling losses on Japa-
nese carrier-based aircratt.

21 July U.5. forces invade Guam.

24 July U.5. forces invade Tinlan.

15 September U.S. lorces invade Morotal and Paladiu.
|20 October LS. forces invade Layte,

23-25 October Battls of Leyte Gull, the last and
greatest naval engagement of the war, results in near
destruction of the Japanase Navy.

24 November Air offensive against Japan beging
wilh B-29 attacks on Tokyo irom bases in the Marianas.

1945

9 January-23 February Reconguest of northern

wnﬂ begins as U.§, forces invade Luzon and
Manila.

wr 17 March U.5.

15 invade and

24 August Bettie of Eastern Solomons resulls in
sinking of one Japanese carmier by alrcrall from USS
Erferprise and USS Saratoga,

12-15 November The decisive Amarican victory in
mwwﬂﬁmummm Japa-
nese from landing reinforcements and makes
lmmmmmmhus forces.

1943

10 January .5 mbaﬂwmhhmahdmr
Guadalcanal. By February 5§ organized Japansse
ﬂm“mmmmmmmm-im
upemtlwmﬁorolhu lllndqdnu he

22 January Papuan Campaign eq

-sive land defeat of the Japanes
M“milﬂlﬂiﬁnﬂhaﬂ

Australian aircraft decimate a 16-ship Japanese sup-
Ply convey bound for Lae and Salamaua, New Guinea,
demansirating the effectivensss of low-level bombing.
26 March An indecisive naval battle off the Koman-
dorski Islands prepares the way for reconquest of the
Western Aleutians. By mid-August Japanese troeps
have been driven out of botiy Attu and Kiska. y
5 August Munda Airfield, New Georgia, is capiured,
prnwdnnmludrarma




