
Historians rely on past authors of books, articles, reports,
correspondence, and other materials with whom their sto-
ries originate.They and their contributions are identified in
this history’s endnotes where I expand on the text with
details that will be of interest to some readers. Among
these sources I must single out the secretaries of the interi-
or, National Park Service directors, and Grand Canyon’s
park superintendents, who wrote candid annual reports of
park concerns, plans, and actions from the mid-1910s until
the early 1960s. I studied these remarkable reports along-
side other contemporary documents to identify original
motivations for creating a park system, parks bureau, and
Grand Canyon National Park, and to judge the consistency
of management decision making through the years.

Shifting to the present, I thank the archivists and librari-
ans who often guided me through their collections.The
park itself has benefited from a distinguished line of
archivists who have collected physical artifacts, reports, let-
ters, and memoranda spanning the park’s first eighty years.
I spent most of my research hours here, sifting through
more than 10,000 documents, and I thank the current pro-
fessionals who helped and tolerated my presence: Sara
Stebbins, Carolyn Richard, Colleen Hyde, Mike Quinn,
Kim Besom, and Alice Ponyah. Further gratitude is owed
archivists at Northern Arizona University, Arizona State
University, and the University of Arizona, public libraries in
Flagstaff, Fredonia, and Kanab, the NPS Denver Service
Center, National Archives in Denver, Colorado, and the
Library of Congress.

Appreciation goes to those who reviewed the manu-
script, including Barry Mackintosh, Greer Price, Faith
Marcovecchio, Kim Buchheit, Pam Frazier, and my disser-
tation committee at Northern Arizona University: Andy
Wallace, Val Avery, George Lubick, and “Speed” Campbell.
I once again thank Val for all her help since we first crossed
paths in 1988, and Professors Karen Powers and Susan
Deeds for introducing me to a number of historical models

including world-system theory, which guides much of this
history.

My past and present studies have benefited from many
regional residents who helped make canyon history or
recalled the presence and efforts of their parents and grand-
parents. It was a pleasure to interview Gary Branges, Fred
and Jeanne Schick, Jim Shirley, Harvey Butchart, Jim
Babbitt, Steve Verkamp, Gale Burak, Bill Suran, Steve
Church, Ben Hamblin, Loren and Sarah Hamblin
Broadbent, Dart Judd, Keith and Carol Judd, Ron Mace,
Billy Swapp, Paul McCormick, Stanley White, Quentin
Rust, Anna Brown, Cecil Cram, Mardean Church, and
“Walapai” Johnny Nelson. All of these people, and tran-
scripts of others’ recollections found at the Grand Canyon
National Park Museum Collection, supplied historical
details and reminded me that the park’s history was not
determined solely by public land managers.

Once again I owe a lot to Pam Frazier and Grand
Canyon Association for helping me turn out an informative
story and to the association’s art director, Kim Buchheit,
and managing editor, Greer Price, who made it better than
its original words. I also appreciate the help of other park
residents: Doug Brown, who has been a part of my canyon
studies since 1990; Brad and Denise Traver, for their deep
love of the park; and John Frazier, Mike Buchheit, and Jack
Pennington, who have trusted me to lead Grand Canyon
Field Institute backpackers into familiar and remote canyon
areas since 1993. I also thank Rob Arnberger, the present
superintendent, and administrators who work with him for
outlining modern issues: Jan Balsom, chief of cultural
resources; Steve Bone, chief ranger; Ellis Richard, former
chief of interpretation; Brad Traver, head of the 1995
General Management Plan Implementation Team;
Raymond Gunn, chief of concessions, and his staff, Ginger
Bice and Alan Keske; and Laurie Domler, Dave Trevino,
and K.J. Glover, who work hard to protect the Colorado
River environment. Bill Johnston, general manager of
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Grand Canyon National Park Lodges, was also very
informative concerning modern concession issues.

I owe Northern Arizona University and its history
department my gratitude for four years’ employment as a
graduate assistant, several tuition waivers, and the Tinsley,
G.M. Farley, William Lyon, Garland Downum, and
Frances McAllister scholarships. I also thank the generous
individuals who established those scholarships and fellow
graduate students Byron Pearson, Kim Engel, Bob Vance,
Mike Wurtz, Amy Stein, Gretchen Martin, Juti
Winchester, Jennifer Dettendale, Loma, and “Serge,” who
made the graduate seminars interesting, the pressure tolera-
ble, and often paid for the beer at the Main Street Bar and
Grill.

The Grand Canyon Pioneers Society awarded me two
scholarships during the same years, and I have benefited
from my contacts with members like Diane and Dan
Cassidy, Gale Burak, John Azar, Jim Ohlman, Al
Richmond, Harvey Butchart, Bill and Sibyl Suran, Tom
Carmony, Betty Leavengood, and Fred and Jeanne Schick.
Grand Canyon Association—another nonprofit organiza-
tion that has, since 1932, supported the park with money,
educational and interpretive literature, historic building

restorations, and in many other ways—paid most of my
research expenses during the last two years.The Grand
Canyon River Guides made a difference by inviting me to
the 1999 Guides Training Seminar where I ran part of the
river for the first time and learned a great deal more than I
taught about its use and controversies.Thank you Lynn
Hamilton, Jon Hirsh, Matt Herman, Helen Fairley, and all
the other guides and scholars for a chilly but illuminating
time.

Lastly, I thank my entire family and a few close friends
who are constant comforts. My brother David, knowledge-
able of public land issues and willing to argue anything,
hikes with me and reminds me that the land holds more
than historic artifacts. Bob Jovicevic, Armando Alvarez,
Ray Hermosillo, and Keith Aronson, who have been friends
for a quarter century, also join David and me in the dimin-
ishing backcountry of the U.S. Southwest and Sonora, bal-
ancing intellectual pursuits with simple appreciation of the
natural environs and fat Mexican shrimp. Most of all I
thank Linda, my partner, crutch, and guide of thirty-five
years, for just being there and supporting my eclectic
endeavors whether they made dollars or sense.
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