Summary for 2006

During 2006, the National Park Service conducted a program to detect, study, and protect nesting Kemp’s ridley sea turtles and sea turtle nests on North Padre Island, including Padre Island National Seashore.  Other agencies and groups conducted nest detection programs elsewhere on the Texas coast.  Nesting sea turtles, tracks, and nests were found by beach patrollers, others working on the beach, and beach users.  
When possible, nesting turtles were examined for tags and tagged.  Padre Island National Seashore staff attached satellite transmitters to the first three Kemp’s ridley turtles found nesting at the national seashore in 2006.  We also attached a satellite transmitter to an adult male that had been captured incidentally locally.  Maps of the movements of these four adult Kemp’s ridleys can be viewed at http://www.seaturtle.org/tracking/ under the Padre Island National Seashore Kemp’s Ridley Project.  

During 2006, 102 Kemp’s ridley, two loggerhead, and two green turtles nests were found on the Texas coast.  Most nests were located in south Texas and more Kemp’s ridley nests were found at the national seashore during 2006 (64) than in the entire state (50) during 2005.  

KEMP’S RIDLEY SEA TURTLE NESTS FOUND ON THE TEXAS COAST DURING 2006
	Location Found
	Number of Nests

	Padre Island National Seashore               (PAIS)
	64

	South Padre Island
	13

	Galveston Island
	9

	Boca Chica Beach
	7

	Matagorda Island
	4

	North Padre Island (north of PAIS)
	3

	Mustang Island
	1

	Surfside 
	1

	
	

	Total
	102


OTHER SEA TURTLE NESTS FOUND ON THE TEXAS COAST DURING 2006
	Location Found
	Number of Nests

	Padre Island National Seashore
	1 loggerhead

	Padre Island National Seashore
	2 green

	South Padre Island
	1 loggerhead

	
	

	Total
	4
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4

Eggs from 80 sea turtle nests found at Padre Island National Seashore and northward along the Texas coast were transported to the new incubation facility at Padre Island National Seashore for protected care and monitoring.  Eggs from 18 nests were transported to a protective corral on South Padre Island for care.  Eight nests were not found at egg laying, but instead were located after they had been predated, at hatching, or after hatching.  Hatchlings were released and allowed to go free.  Overall, a 7,475 Kemp’s ridley (estimated), 190 loggerhead, and 189 green turtle hatchlings were released on the Texas coast from these 106 nests during 2006.    

